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WORSHIP F OR FEBRUARY  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  

916 West Prospect Road Å Fort Collins, CO 80526 Å 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org Å plymouth@plymouthucc.org  

 

  All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless otherwise noted 
 
 

February 1 
Communion at both services 
Mark 1.21ð28 
 
 
February 8  
We will commission our capital campaign team! 
1 Corinthians 9.16ð23 

 
 

February 15 
Isaiah 43.18ð25 

6:00 p.m. Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, 
followed by a simple supper 

 
 
February 22 
Genesis 9.8ð1 

 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 25 
Simple Soup Supper provided by the Deacons at 6:00 p.m. 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
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February Facts  

 
Groundhog Day: February 2   

 
Valentine's Day: February 14  

 
Presidents Day (third Monday)  

 
Black History Month   

 
This short month has two birth 
flowers, the violet and the 
primrose.  
 
Februaryõs birthstone is the 
amethyst.  
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FROM HALôS DESK 

Check Your Spiritual Fitness!  
        

 Okay, hereõs an admission: I love those ridiculous little quizzes that get printed in magazines. I 
remember doing one of Beliefnet.com to test what religious group I ought to belong to, and it said that I 
should be a Quaker or a Hinduénice try! 

 

At the risk of being hailed as a minister who has rounded the bend, I present to you a quiz: Check 
Your Spiritual Fitness! This is just for fun, but I invite you to fill it in and see whether it might provide a 
clue or an insight that you will want to follow up on. 
  

1. Your prayer life 
_____ I didnõt know I had a prayer life. (-5 points) 
_____ I say the unison and responsive prayers on Sunday. (1 point) 
_____ I remember the Lordõs Prayer from Sunday School. (1 point) 
_____ Iõm a member of the Prayer Treeéand pray for people! (3 points) 
_____ I pray before meals (sometimesénot in publicéat dinner, maybe). (2 points) 
_____ I pray dailyébefore bed or when I awake or at another time. (5 points) 
  

2. Worship 
_____ I usually ski on Sundays this time of year. (-4 points) 
_____ Are we supposed to come every Sunday??? (-2 points) 
_____ I attend church religiouslyéon Christmas and Easter. (0 points) 
_____ I actually sing the hymnsélip-syncing doesnõt count. (2 pts. +5 for choir members) 
_____ I try to attend at least three Sundays a month. (5 points) 
_____ I also attend the Taizé service. (4 points) 
       

3. Service and Involvement 
_____ I work with kids in Sunday School or volunteer in the nursery. (5 points) 
_____ Iõm really too busy for anything at Plymouth. (-2 points) 
_____ I serve on a board or committee or with the association or conference. (5 points) 
_____ Iõm really glad other people volunteer. (0 points) 
_____ I write letters about justice issues to my representatives. (3 points) 
_____ I filled out my time pledge and read The Servant. (5 points) 
_____ I visited another member or made a meal to support a member. (4 points) 
        

4. Supporting mission and ministry 
_____ I am thrilled that we have another capital campaign coming up! (Liar! -5 points) 
_____ I am realistic about participating in the next capital campaign. (5 points) 
_____ Iõm really glad other people pledge more than I do! (0 points) 
_____ I pledged 3% or more of my household income for 2009. (7 points) 
_____ I pledged some percentage of my income under 3% for 2009. (3 points) 
_____ I am going to volunteer to help with the new capital campaign (6 points) 
_____ I know what OCWM and OGHS stand for (3 points) 
      

_____  Your total 55 points or more: Apply for sainthood! 
 45-55 points: Way to go! Youõre engaged in your faith! 
 35-45 points: Working on itéWeõre with you on the way! 
 25-35 points: This is an invitation to re-engage your faith! 
 25 points or fewer: Come and chat! We can help. 
        

 Keep smiling!  
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPD ATE   

LIVE OUR FAITH, FREE OUR FUTURE  
 

 Our capital campaign has a theme!  This 
campaign is about living into our new building and 
its renovations, connecting and reconnecting the 
congregation, and paying off the remaining debt.  
By building such a useful and multidimensional 
space, we embrace the need in our community to 
host groups that are not welcomed in other places.  
By providing adequate space for our growing 
congregation, we encourage young families to 
worship here, and provide safe, nurturing spaces 
for our youth.  By eliminating any need to include 
mortgage payments in our annual operating 
budget, we free our committees and congregation 
to fully commit to mission and outreach. 
 
 The campaign leadership team, listed 
below, had a fun and lively time brainstorming 
about the theme.  We wished to honor and build 
upon the good work of the first campaign as well 
as focus on the future.  Our congregation is truly 
blessed that such a dedicated and committed 
group of people have agreed to lead this effort.  
We are also blessed to have Bea Stoner working 
with us again.  Her guidance, training sessions, and 
sharing of materials is invaluable. 

 
  
 This is our church, our faith community, 
and our campaign.  The surveys from last fall 
emphasized the joy and benefits that arose from the 
personal visitations three years ago.  We are 
planning on continuing that tradition.  So, we need 
you!  In order for every family to be visited, one 
fourth of us need to volunteer to be visitors.  The 
chairs of the leadership gifts team and campaign 
visitors team are recruiting right now.  Team leaders 
will then recruit additional campaign visitors.  This 
recruitment and training will be ongoing until April.  
The bulk of the visiting will occur shortly after 
Easter. 
 
 You will be hearing much about the 
campaign over the next couple of months leading 
up to a celebration on May 3.  This intense effort 
requires nearly half of the congregation to be 
involved in visitation, mailings, publicity, providing 
refreshments, and other essential tasks.  Please 
thoughtfully consider joining one of the teams 
listed below.  If you have any questions about the 
campaign or volunteering, please contact the 
committee chair or Terri Schulz. 

 
LIVE OUR FAITH, FREE OUR FUTURE Campaign Leadership Team and Committee Chairs 

       

Campaign Administrator - Terri Schulz 
     

Brochure Team - Marge Norskog 
    

Publicity Team - Karen Hancock 
 

Leadership Gifts - Paula Dille and Larry McCulloch 
 

Campaign Visitors - Doug Robinson and Carol Halac 
 

Hospitality - Wayne and Colleen Shepperd 
 

Prayer Team - Wayne Carpenter 
 

Administrative Support - Elizabeth Pendleton 
 

Staff - Hal Chorpenning, and Sharon Benton 
 

Congregational Leadership - Chuck Cairns (moderator) and Diana McHenry (vice-moderator) 
 

Campaign Consultant - Bea Stoner 
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FELLOWSHIP  

 
YOUNG ADULTS  
Lenten Insights ð a small group for those in 
the 20õs and 30õs 
Mondays, March 2 & 9 at 6:30pm at Plymouth 
  
 What is it that truly matters? What is it 
that prevents us from a deep relationship with 
God? What gets in our way of our faith? 
  
 Beginning with these questions and others, 
we will spend our time learning, sharing, and 
discussing our own understandings about what 
constitutes living a faithful life. The first session is 
entitled òToday,ó the second session is called, 
òNoise.ó   
 We strive to have a group where we can be 
free to express all our concerns and doubts, as well 
as our faith. To be a place where progressive 
Christians can freely engage in discussing what lies 
in their hearts and minds without fear of judgment 
or condemnation. All are welcome to join us and 
to invite others! We will be having a potluck 
dinner, so please bring a dish to share for 10. If 
you have questions please call Chris Gilmore (720-
384-7028) or Rev. Sharon Benton (482-9212). 
 
 
 
FIRST NAME CLUB (Senior Fellowship) 
Ron Ball: The Singing Cowboy 
Thursday, Feb. 12, noon at Plymouth 

 
This month weõre planning some good old

-fashioned fun. Why not, with Valentineõs Day 
right around the corner? Ron Ballõs appreciation 
for Roy Rogers and other country/western music 
of his generation will have you humming along - 
we may even hear a few Elvis songs.  

Gather for good food, good conversation, 
and good people. New friends are always welcome. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall or call Barb (482-9212) so our 
Kitchen Angels know how much food to prepare, 
and bring $4 for lunch.  
 
  

 
WOMEN'S FRIENDSHIP GROUP  
Saturday, February 28, 9:30 am - noon 
North Room 
  
 The Women's Friendship Group will hold 
a "Fleece Fest" on Saturday, February 28, from 
9:30 am-noon in the North Room. The purpose of 
this event is to make warm fleece blankets for 
donation. All women of the church are invited to 
attend. Children who are kindergarten age and up 
are welcome to come with their moms to 
participate in this fun service project!  
 Materials needed are: 1 yard each of two 
coordinating fleece fabrics (a print and a solid 
work well), a pair of scissors, and a small 
ruler. Smaller pieces of fleece can be used to make 
socks, mittens, and hats (patterns for several sizes 
will be available). All donated items will be given 
to Irish Elementary.  We hope to see you there! 
 
 
GAG (GET-A-GRIP)  
Saturday, February 21 at 6:00 pm  
  
 The GAG group will meet , at the Yadonõs 
for a potluck and a game. This will be a true 
potluck - bring a dish to share. Beverages and table 
service will be provided. RSVP: 226-1482 or 
skyadon@comcast.net. The Yadons are located at 
2701 Dixon Creek Lane, Fort Collins.  

  GAG was formerly Parents of 

Adolescents. Anyone is now welcome to join the 

group, whether their children are teens or young 

adults with families of their own. The group 

generally meets once a month to share food, 

stories, and good times. For updates on these and 

other events, please join our Get-a-Grip email 

group: http://plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo. 
 
 

http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=ca619ba19584bd4740df841f9838f62f2318b644&composeto=skyadon@comcast.net&composecc=&subject=&body=
http://plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo
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FELLOWSHIP                                                  

 
VALENTINE BREAKFAST  
Saturday, February 14th at 8:00 am 
Café Columbine  
  
Plymouth Men's Fellowship and XYZ are co-
sponsoring their annual Valentine Breakfast at 
Cafe Columbine (802 W Drake) on Saturday, 
February 14th at 8am. Tickets are $10 each ($20 
per couple).  Sign up on  the bulletin board, or 
sign up and pay Les Fraley or Will Stutheit at the 
table in the Fellowship Hall by February 1st. 
If paying by check make it out to Plymouth with 
"PMF/Valentine Breakfast" on the memo line.  
 
 
DINNER & A MOVIE: THE ILLUSIONIST  
Friday, February 13 at 6:00 pm 
 
 All are welcome to join us for a potluck 
(please bring your own place setting) at 6pm and 
movie at 7pm. Childcare provided by request only, 
so please contact Julie by Monday, Feb. 9 
(julie@plymouthucc.org) if you need this service.  
 The Illusionist ð òSet in early 1900s Vienna, 
Neil Burger's romantic thriller centers on 
illusionist extraordinaire Eisenheim (Edward 
Norton), who falls for an aristocrat (Jessica Biel) 
well above his social standing. When she becomes 
engaged to Crown Prince Leopold (Rufus Sewell), 
the master magician employs his powers to win 
her love. His daring scheme creates tumult within 
the monarchy and ignites the suspicion of Chief 
Inspector Uhl (Paul Giamatti)ó. -Netflix  
Rated PG-13.  
 
 
 

  
NEW MEMBERS EXPLORATION 
CLASSES 
Sundays, February 8 & 15 12:330 pm 
Following the second service  
Fireside Room 
 
 Plymouth is offering a series of New 
Member Exploration Classes. If you are curious 
about what membership means in our 
congregation, please join us for these no-pressure 
sessions. They will be held on Sundays after the 
11am service (around 12:30pm) on February 8 and 
15. We will gather in the Fireside Room and share 
a light lunch. Those who choose to join will do so 
during the 11:00 am service on March 8. Please 
RSVP to Barb @ 482-9212 and indicate if you will 
need childcare. 
 
MIDDLE THIRD HERD (MTH)  
Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00 pm 
Lincoln Center 
 
etown live radio show taping featuring Joan 
Osborne &  Bruce Cockburn 
 Tickets are $25. To purchase, call 221-
6730 or visit www.lctix.com. After you purchase 
tickets, contact Lauren Mingus 
laurenmingus@yahoo.com so we can connect all 
those with tickets and make plans to meet. 
  
 P.S. Watch for more details about 
upcoming MTH events, including game/dessert 
night, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers at 
Carousel, Family Bike Ride & Picnic AND our 
first ever Karaoke & Guitar Hero Night! 
 
MTH HAPPY HOUR DATES  
5:00 - 7:00 pm (join us when you can) 
February 6 - Zquila, 2400 Harmony Rd. (Happy 
 Hour 4-6 includes drink specials, $1.50 
 tacos and $5.00 nachos) 
March 6 - Cafe Vino, 1200 S. College 
  
 KIDS? It's up to you. Some locations are 
more family friendly than others. RSVP: Lauren 
Mingus, laurenmingus@yahoo.com, each month 
so we know how many seats to reserve. There will 
be an e-mail reminder. 

 

Coming Soon!  

The Plymouth Art show!  

 
See back cover for details about how to enter your 
work in the March 28-29 show. 

mailto:julie@plymouthucc.org
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Neil_Burger/20036972
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Edward_Norton/20000202
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Edward_Norton/20000202
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jessica_Biel/20028144
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Rufus_Sewell/84324
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Paul_Giamatti/34263
http://www.lctix.com/
http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=6793053ee0dc71b061f1b53d7342c9f343737e1e&composeto=laurenmingus%40yahoo.com
http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=6793053ee0dc71b061f1b53d7342c9f343737e1e&composeto=laurenmingus%40yahoo.com


Page 6  

COMMITTEE UPDATES  

THE DEACONõS BENCH 
   
 òThe Lord is near. Do not worry.ó That was 
the message in one of Halõs recent sermons. It 
reminded me of Halõs first summer at Plymouth, 
when he did a childrenõs sermon featuring a 
stepladder. He climbed the ladder to search for God 
in the high places. One of the questions he asked the 
children was, òWhere is God?ó My son, Andrew, 
had the answer. òEverywhere,ó he said. Hal was 
delighted to have such a great straight man. I found 
it interesting (probably more than the children) 
because I had recently been reading about the 
concepts of immanence and transcendence. Is God 
everywhere, or just in some far off high place, at the 
top of a really big ladder, looking down on us? I 
tend to agree with Andrew about ôeverywhereõ. For 
one thing, it avoids all those tricky questions about 
astronomy. (Why didnõt the Hubble Telescope find 
God and send back pictures?) 
 Our house is at the top of a hogback, and we 
have a view of a higher ridge to the east. Sometimes, 
late on a summer afternoon, after a thunderstorm, 
the dark clouds will still be overhead, but moving 
away and the sun will peek through at a low angle 
from the west. There may be a rainbow, often a 
double one, but even when there isnõt, the light on 
the ridge with the dark background of the sky above 
it is extraordinarily beautiful. Twice in the time weõve 
lived there, I have had the experience of seeing and 
hearing a flock of birds fly up the valley, turn around 
and fly back out. It was so quiet that all I could hear 
was the sound of their wings. I think of those as 
immanence moments.  
 òThe Lord is near. Do not worry.ó Sounds 
like good advice, but it seems like I always have 
something to worry about. I worry about a lot of 
things. The health and safety of my family are at the 
top of my list, but there are plenty of other things on 
my mind, too, all the way from what kind of world 
weõre going to leave our children, to whether Iõm 
going to meet the Placard deadline. I donõt think I 
could stop worrying altogether, but I can still have 
those moments when I feel that the Lord is near, 
and just for a few minutes be at peace. 
Where do you find God? In a sunset, the sound of a 
mountain stream, the face of a child? Keep your 
eyes, your mind, and your heart open, and look 
around. And try not to worry.   Dave Hodge 

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
  
SINCERE THANKS!! 
 The Social Concerns Committee is very 
grateful for the generous gift donations to the 
Christmas Giving Tree Project. In total, 73 children 
from 32 families, served by the Family 
Center, had a brighter Christmas because of the 
generosity of the families of Plymouth. All gifts 
were brought to Plymouth in a timely way and were 
delivered to the Family Center to be given to the 
families at their Christmas party. Special thanks to 
Diana Mc Henry, her daughter Allison, and Jill 
Kreutzer for their organizational work on this 
project and to Leigh Towill for delivering the gifts. 
GOD BLESS YOU!! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How To Submit Articles for the Placard 

 
 Do you have articles, ideas, or 
information for the Placard? If so, please follow 
these steps to ensure timely publication: 
 
1. Observe the deadline. Unless otherwise noted 

the deadline is the third Monday of the 
month. The next one is February 16. 

2. Articles should be no more than 300 words. 
3. Send your information via email with the 
word òPlacardó included in the subject line. 
Doing so prevents potential loss of articles. 

4. Send the email to placard@plymouthucc.org 
and barbara@plymouthucc.org. 

 
 If you do not have access to email, please 
contact Barbara at the church office to reserve 
room in the Placard.  
  
 Thank you! 
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE  

 The Peace With Justice Team encourages 
your participation in the 12th Annual "Season for 
Nonviolenceó January 30 - April 4, an 
international 64-day educational, media, and 
grassroots campaign dedicated to demonstrating that 
nonviolence is a powerful way to heal, transform, 
and empower our lives and communities. The 
Season bookends the memorial anniversaries of 
Mahatma Gandhi (January 30th) and Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. (April 4th), and honors their 
vision for an empowered, nonviolent world. It is an 
opportunity for all of us to promote the proactive, 
life enhancing awareness of nonviolent activism 
demonstrated by Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Cesar 
E. Chavez, and other heroic voices for peace with 
justice.   
 The founding organization, the Association 
For Global New Thought, provides details about 
events and activities for communities and 
individuals, and free downloadable resources. Go to 
www.agnt.org/, click on Season for Nonviolence.    
 A Denver Area Task Force website , 
www.spiritsite.com/forums/nonviolence.shtml, 
includes 64 Daily Commitments to Live By such as, 
"Today, I will oppose injustice, not people."  
 Other ways you can participate: 

Attend the peace demonstration on the NW 
corner of College and Mulberry every Saturday 
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.  
Attend Prayerworks For Peace Interfaith 
Services Sunday evenings at 7:15 in Plymouthõs 
North Room. 
Attend òSalon duc Tapeó, a public forum 
sponsored by Strength Through Peace (STP), 
www.strengththroughpeace.org, that meets most 
Fridays from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. in the basement of 
Mugs Coffee Lounge, 251 North College. 
Join the UCC Justice and Peace Action 
Network, www.ucc.org/justice/join-the-
network/ 
Go to www.mypeacespace.org, and share your 
messages of peace and nonviolence. 
Help create the U.S. Department of Peace and 
Nonviolence, HR808. Go to the national website 
www.thepeacealliance.org, the Colorado site, 
www.CoDoPCampaign.org, or contact our 
Congressional District 4 Peace Alliance 
representative Mark Beck, 416-9956, 
mbeck@mywdo.com.  

FAITH AND FILM - A Fort Collins Ecumenical 
Discussion of the UN Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) 
Friday, February 6th, 7:00 - 9:00 pm  
First United Methodist Church, 1005 Stover  
   

United Nations MDGs 
 

Goal 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
Goal 2. Achieve universal primary education 
Goal 3. Promote gender equality and empower     
  women 
Goal 4. Reduce child mortality 
Goal 5. Improve maternal health 
Goal 6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
  diseases 
Goal 7. Ensure environmental sustainability 
Goal 8. Create a global partnership for   
  development 
 The 2nd in this series will be held at First 
United Methodist Church, 1005 Stover, 482-2436 
and focuses on Goals 2 & 3, Universal Primary 
Education and Gender Equality. Like all the Friday 
evening events, it includes a 30-minute film on the 
selected goals, a facilitated discussion, ways you can 
make a difference, displays of involved local 
groups, and refreshments. 
 Please mark your calendars for the rest of 
the Friday evening series: 
Mar 6:  First Presbyterian Church, 531 South   
 College Avenue, 482-6107  
 Goals 4 - 6: Womenõs and Childrenõs   
 Health 
Apr 3:  Plymouth 
 Goal 7:Ensure Environmental      
 Sustainability 
May 1: Trinity Lutheran Church, 301 East Stuart, 
 482-1226    
 Goal 8: Global Partnership For   
 Development 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 February 15th, the PWJ team will present 
a forum "Half-way to 2015:  How are we doing with the 
United Nations Millennium Development Goals?"  See 
page 12 for details. 
    

 For more information about these 
activities, check the Peace With Justice Table or 
contact Margaret Smith (493-3857, 
MacSmith36@aol.com) or Victoria Gardner (407-
1351, DrVickie@att.net). 

http://www.agnt.org/
http://www.spiritsite.com/forums/nonviolence.shtml
http://www.strengththroughpeace.org/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/join-the-network/
http://www.ucc.org/justice/join-the-network/
mailto:MacSmith36@aol.com
http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=ca619ba19584bd4740df841f9838f62f2318b644&composeto=DrVickie@att.net&composecc=&subject=&body=
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VALENTINEôS DAY SPECIAL POETRY  

  
Verse by Robert S. Winegarner 

 
 
HER HANDS 
  
How beautiful are the hands of 
 my beloved. 
 
They are the instruments 
 of her heartõs 
      intentions. 
 
With quiet tenderness 
 she places her 
     hand on mine 
 and that 
     simple gesture 
     says 
     òI love you.ó 
 

 
 
 
 
 A BIRD CALLED LOVE 
  
 When that great bird, 
  the one with bright feathers 
          and a sweet song 
  suddenly sits on your shoulder 
          listen to it. 
 
 That bird is called love 
  and you are chosen 
          or its gift. 
 
 It brings the golden message 
  that you are not alone 
          not alone. 
 
 The bird may fly away 
  but the love is yours to keep, 
          to keep. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

I LOVE YOU 
 
òI love youó 
I heard him say it 
just before the 
ôWhole thing blew.ó 
òI love you 
 and I thought - - 
 the most Powerful words 
 a human being can speak. 
 
We say it all the time - - 
 In the morning when we are leaving, 
 When we say goodbye on the phone, 
 When we are leaving on a trip 
 And when we are mad 
       and donõt say it. 
       it doesnõt feel right, 
  A BAD DAY. 
 
St. Paul said it 2,000 years ago, 
 so these three abide: 
       FAITH, Hope, and LOVE, 
 but the greatest of these  
       is LOVE, 
 Powerful words - - 
       Handle with care & prayer. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Happy Valentineôs Day 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  

  
An Excellent Way to End 2008! 
 
 Thanks to your generosity, $100,000 was given to the Capital Campaign in December.  Wow!  We 
grow ever closer to reaching our goal for the first campaign.  Thanks to everyone who has contributed to 
this large-scale maintenance and renovation project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


