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FROM HALOGS DESK

Check Your Spiritual Fitness!

Okay, hereds an admission: I Il ove those ridi
remember doing one of Beliefnet.com to test what religious group | ought to belong to, and it said that |
should be a Quaker or a Hinduénice try!

At the risk of being hailed as a minister who has rounded the bend, | present to yGhexkuiz:
Your Spiritual Fitness!This is just fofun, but | invite you to fill it in and see whether it might provide a
clue or an insight that you will want to follow up on.

1. Your prayer life
_____ | didndt kiHpomts)] had a prayer | ife. (

| say the unison and responsive prayers on Sunday. (1 point)
|l remember the Lordods Prayer from Sunday
_____ | &dm a member of the Prayer Treeéand pray
_____ I pray before meals (sometimesénot in put
_____ I pray dailyébefore bed or when | awake

2. Worship
| usually ski on Sundays this time of y&auoiGts)
Are we supposed to coevergunday??2(points)
| attend church religiouslyéon Christmas
_____ | actual I-syy ,sdinmgg tdoeee shryitnscedumpt . (2 pts. +
| try to attend at least three Sundays a month. (5 points)
| also attend the Taizé service. (4 points)

3. Service and Involvement
| work with kids in Sunday School or volunteer in the nursery. (5 points)
_____ |l &m really too -Bpomtg) for anything at Pl yme
| serve on a board or commitiewith the association or conference. (5 points)
_____ | &m really glad other people volunteer.
| write letters about justice issues to my representatives. (3 points)
| filled out my time pledge and relae Servafi.points)
| visited another member or made a meal to support a member. (4 points)

4. Supporting mission and ministry
| anthrilledhat we have another capital campaign comirtgiap!s points)
| am realistic about participating in the next capital campaign. (5 points)
_____ | &m really glad other people pledge more
| pledged 3% or more of my household income for 2009. (7 points)
| pledged some percentage of my income under 3% for 2009. (3 points)
| am going to volunteer to help with the new capital campaign (6 points)
| know what OCWM and OGHS stand for (3 points)

Your total 55 pointsor more: Apply for sainthood!
4555 pointsWay t o go! Youdre engaged in you
3545 pointsWor ki ng on itéWedre with you on
2535 points:This is an invitation to4engage your faith!
25 pointsor fewer: Come and chat! We can help.

Keep smiling!
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPD  ATE

LIVE OUR FAITH, FREE OUR FUTURE

Our capital campaign has a theme! This This is our church, our faith community,
campaign is about living into our new building arehd our campaign. The surveys from last fall
its renovations, connecting and reconnecting theemphasized the joy and benefits that arose from the
congregation, and paying off the remaining debtpersonal visitations three years ago. We are
By building such a useful and multidimensional planning on continuing that tradition. So, we need
space, we embrace the need in our community tgou! In order for every family to be visited, one
host groups that are not welcomed in other placdsurth of us need to volunteer to be visitors. The
By providing adequate space for our growing  chairs of the leadership gifts team and campaign
congregation, we encourage young families to visitors team are recruiting right now. Team leaders
worship here, and provide safe, nurturing spacewill then recruit additional campaign visitors. This
for our youth. By eliminating any need to includeeecruitment and training will be ongoing until April.
mortgage payments in our annual operating The bulk of the visiting will occur shortly after
budget, we free our committees and congregatidBaster.
to fully commit to mission and outreach.

You will be hearing much about the

The campaign leadership team, listed = campaign over the next couple of months leading
below, had a fun and lively time brainstorming up to a celebration on May 3. This intense effort
about the theme. We wished to honor and buildrequires nearly half of the congregation to be
upon the good work of the first campaign as wellinvolved in visitation, mailings, publicity, providing
as focus on the future. Our congregation is trulyrefreshments, and other essential tasks. Please
blessed that such a dedicated and committed thoughtfully consider joining one of the teams
group of people have agreed to lead this effort. listed below. If you have any questions about the
We are also blessed to have Bea Stoner workingcampaign or volunteering, please contact the
with us again. Her guidance, training sessions, @othmittee chair or Terri Schulz.
sharing of materials is invaluable.

LIVE OUR FAITH, FREE OUR FUTURE Campaign Leadership Team and Committee Chairg
o Campaign Administratefferri Schulz
e Brochure TeamMarge Norskog
e Publicity TeamKaren Hancock
e Leadership GiftsPaula Dille and Larry McCulloch
e Campaign VisitorsDoug Robinson and Carol Halac
e Hospitality- Wayne and Colleen Shepperd
o Prayer TeamWayne Carpenter
e Administrative SupportElizabeth Pendleton
« Staff- Hal Chorpenning, and Sharon Benton
e Congregational Leadershiphuck Cairns (moderator) and Diana McHenryifvockrator)
o Campaign ConsultanBea Stoner
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FELLOWSHIP

YOUNG ADULTS WOMEN'S FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Lenten Insights d a small group for those in Saturday, February 28, 9:30Gon
the 2006s and 300s North Room

Mondays, March 2 & 9 at 6:30pm at Plymouth
The Women's Friendship Group will hold
What is it that truly matters? What is it a "Fleece Fest" on Saturday, February 28, from
that prevents us from a deep relationship with  9:30 armoon in the North Room. The purpose of
God? What gets in our way of our faith? this event is to make warm fleece blankets for
donation All women of the church are invited to
Beginning with these questions and othersattend Children who arkindergarten age and up
we will spend our time learning, sharing, and are welcome to come with their moms to
discussing our own understandings about what participate in this fuservice project!

constitutes living a faithful life. The first session is Materials needed ateyard each of two
entitled oO0Today, 6 t he @adnatingfleesesfabics (aprintarsl asold!l | e d,
ONoi se. 0 work well), a pair of scissors, and a small

We strive to have a group where we can beuler.Smaller pieces of fleece can be used to make
free to express all our concerns and doubts, as weticks, mittens, and hats (patterns for several sizes
as our faith. To be a place where progressive  will be availableAll donated items will be given
Christians can freely engage in discussing what ligslrish ElementaryWe hope to see you there!
in their hearts and minds without fear of judgment
or condemnation. All are welcome to join us and
to invite others! We will be having a potluck GAG (GET-A-GRIP)
dinner, so please bring a dish to share for 10. If Saturday, February 21 at 6:00 pm
you have questions please call Chris Gilmore (720
3847028) or Rev. Sharon Benton (3322). The GAG group will me e

for a potluck and a game. This will be a true
potluck- bring a dish to share. Beverages and table
service will be provided. RSVP:-2282 or

FIRST NAME CLUB (Senior Fellowship) skyadon@comcast.n&he Yadons are located at
Ron Ball: The Singing Cowboy 2701 Dixon Creek Lane, Fort Collins.
Thursday, Feb. 12, noon at Plymouth GAG was formerly Parents of

Adolescents. Anyone is now welcome to join the
This month wedre pl goumwhetberthe@r ohitdred &¥edtebns @rlysling
fashioned fun. Why n o tadultswithfdimiliés afltheimnoivid. The §k¢up Day
right around the cor nedeferalythdetsBritd a nforith tdshalelfodds | at i
for Roy Rogers and other country/western music stories, and good times. For updates on these and
of his generation will have you humming along  other events, please join our GeGrip email

we may even hear a few Elvis songs. _ group:http://plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo
Gather for good food, good conversation,

and good people. New friends are always welcome.

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the

Fellowship Hall or call Barb (48212) so our

Kitchen Angels know how much food to prepare, S

and bring $4 for lunch.
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FELLOWSHIP

VALENTINE BREAKFAST NEW MEMBERS EXPLORATION

Saturday, February 14th at 8:00 am CLASSES

Café Columbine Sundays, February 8 & 15 12:330 pm
Following the second service

Plymouth Men's Fellowship and XYZ are co Fireside Room

sponsoring their annual Valentine Breakfast at

Cafe Columbine (802 W Drake) on Saturday, Plymouth is offering a series of New

February 14th at 8am. Tickets are $10 each ($20Member Exploration Classes. If you are curious

per couple)Sign up onthe bulletin board, or about what membership means in our

sign up and pay Les Fraley or Will Stutheit at the congregation, please join us for thegeressure

table in the Fellowship Hall by February 1st. sessions. They will be held on Sundays after the

If paying by check make it out to Plymouth with 11am service (around 12:30pm) on February 8 and
"PMF/Valentine Breakfast" on the memo line. 15. We will gather in the Fireside Room and share
a light lunch. Those who choose to join will do so
during the 11:00 am service on March 8. Please
DINNER & A MOVIE: THE ILLUSIONIST RSVP to Barb @ 48212 and indicate if you will
Friday, February 13 at 6:00 pm need childcare.

All are welcome to join us for a potluck ~ MIDDLE THIRD HERD (MTH)
(please bring your own place setting) at 6pm and Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00 pm
movie at 7pm. Childcare provided by request only,incoln Center
so please contact Julie by Monday, Feb. 9
(julie@plymouthucc.or@ you need this service. etownlive radio showtaping featuring Joan
The lllusionsd Set i n ear | y Osb@&re& Brucy¥ Coekbumna ,
Neil Burger's romantic thriller centers on Tickets are $25. To purchase, 224
illusionist extraordinaire Eisenheim (Edward 67300r visitwww.Ictix.comAfter you purchase
Norton), who falls for an aristocrat (Jessica Biel) tickets, contact Lauren Mingus
well above his social standing. When she becoméaurenmingus@yahoo.csmwe can connect all
engaged to Crown Prince Leopold (Rufus Sewellxhose with tickets and make plans to meet.
the master magician employs his powers to win
her love. His daring scheme creates tumult within P.S. Watch for more details about
the monarchy and ignites the suspicion of Chief upcoming MTH events, including game/dessert
|l nspector Uhl-NeffiRaul Gi mghmgeveniBjidés for Seven Brotlatrs
Rated PGEL3. Carousel, Family Bike Ride & Picnic AND our
first ever Karaoke &uitar HeroNight!

MTH HAPPY HOUR DATES

5:00- 7:00 pm (join us when you can)

February-&quila, 2400 Harmony Rd. (Happy
Hour 46 includes drink specials, $1.50

tacos and $5.00 nachos)

Coming Soon! March 6 Cafe Vino, 1200 S. College
oming Soon!

The Plymouth Art show! KIDS? It's up to you. Some locations are

more family friendly than others. RSVP: Lauren
YOUiingusJaurenmingus@yahoo.coeach month

so we know how many seats to reserve. There will

be an email reminder.

See back cover for details about how to ente
work in the March 289 show.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

THE DEACONOS BENCH SOCIAL CONCERNS

0The Lord is near . SDIGEREOIHANKSHTr ry. 6 That was
t he message in ondt of Ha lTBesSocrale&Coneans Conmittem s vesy .
remi nded me of Hal 0s fgiatefgl for tree gemaroels gift ddnatitththey mo u t h ,
when he did a chil dr e rCarstmas &ivimydnee Froge total, 73 chilgrena
stepladdeide climbed the ladder to search for Gdtbm 32 families, served by the Family
in the high places. One of the questions he aske@émterhada brighter Christmas because of the
children was, O0Wher e igsnerGitydf2zhe famifes of RPlymodtdhgiftsd r e w,
had the answer . Halkase r ywerd lraught tdPlymauth B a finekly way and were
delighted to have such a great straightif@amd delivered to the Family Centieibe given to the
it interesting (probably more than the children) families at their Christmas pa8pecial thanks to
because | had recently been reading about the Diana Mc Henry, her daughter Allison, and Jill
concepts of immanence and transcendenGed  Kreutzerfor their organizational work on this
everywhere, or just in some far off high place, atghgect and to Leigh Towill for delivering the gifts.
top of a really big ladder, looking down ol us? GOD BLESS YOU!
tend to agree with FAndrew about _0everywhered.
one thing, it avoids all those tricky questions about
astronomy( Why di dndét the Hubble Tel ope find
God and send back pictures?)

Our house is at the top of a hogback, and we
have a view of a higher ridge to the east. Sometimes,
late on a summer afternoon, after a thunderstorm,
the dark clouds will still be overhead, but moving
away and the sun will peek through at a low angle
from the westThere may be a rainbow, often a
doubl e one, but even hen there isndét, th I i gl
the ridge with the dark background of the sky abftive How To Submit Articles for the Placard
it is extraordinarilylfflbeautiful. Twice inlfthe
lived there, | have had the experience of seeingffind Do you have articles, ideas, or
hearing a flock of birds fly up the valley, turn aro [irformation for the Placard? If so, please follfiw
and fly back outt was so quiet that all | could hegffthese steps to ensure timely publication:
was the sound of their wings. | think of those as

immanence moments. . Observe the deadline. Unless otherwise [fjoted
O0The LorDb insotnSoands.r [y . &e deadline is the third Monday of the

like good advice, but it seems like | always have month. The next one is February 16.

something to worry abouitworry about a lot of . Articles should be no more than 300 worfs.

things. The health and safety of my family are af Send your information via email with the |

top of my list, but there are plenty of other thinggfon wor d o Pl acar doé i uded

my mind, too, all the way from what kind of worl ni 5.
wedre going to | eave {4 rSens e emairteplacard®@@ymouthece|iiice r
going to meet the Pl ag
could stop worrying altogether, but | can still hav
those moments when | feel that the Lord is near If you do not have access to email, pligase
and just for a few minutes be at peace. contact Barbara at the church office to reser e
Where do you find God? In a sunset, the sound fifraom in the Placard.

mountain stream, the face of a chfléép your
eyes, your mind, and your heart open, and look Thank you!
around And try not to worry. Dave Hodge
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE

The Peace With Justice Team encourageBAITH AND FILM - A Fort Collins Ecumenical
your participation in the ®2Annual'Season for Discussion of the UN Millennium Development
Nonvi o lJanuary 806April 4, an Goals (MDGs)
international 64lay educational, media, and Friday, Februaty B.00- 9:00 pm
grassroots campaign dedicated to demonstratindg-thsitUnited Methodist Church, 1005 Stover
nonviolence is a pqwerful way to hea}l2 transform, United Nations MDGS
and empower our lives and communities. The
Season bookends the memorial anniversaries ofGoal 1 Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Mahatma Gandhi (January 30th) and Rev. Dr. Goal 2 Achieve universal primary education
Martin Luther King, Jr. (April 4th), and honors th&boal 3 Promote gender equality and empower
vision for an empowered, nonviolent world. It is an women
opportunity for all of us to promote the proactive Goal 4 Reduce child mortality
life enhancing awareness of nonviolent activism Goal 5 Improve maternal health
demonstrated by Gandhi, Martin Luther King, CeSaal 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other
E. Chavez, and other heroic voices for peace with diseases
justice. Goal 7. Ensure environmental sustainability

The founding organization, the Associatio@oal 8 Create a global partnership for
For Global New Thought, provides details about development
events and activities for communities and The 2nd in this series will be held at First
individuals, and free downloadable resources. Gomited Methodist Church, 1005 Stover; 24836
www.agnt.org/click onSeason for Nonviolence and focuses on Goals 2 & 3, Universal Primary

A Denver Area Task Force website , Education and Gender Equality. Like all the Friday
www.spiritsite.com/forums/nonviolence.shtml  eveningevents, it includes a-80nute film on the
includes 6aily Commitments to LisedRyas, selected goals, a facilitated discussionyauayen

"Today, | will oppose injustice, not pedple. make a difference, displays of involved local
Other ways you can participate: groups, and refreshments.

e Attend the peace demonstration on the NW Please mark your calendars for the rest of
corner of College and Mulberry every Saturdaélye Friday evening series:
12:00- 1:00 p.m. Mar 6: First Presbyterian Church, 531 South

« Attend Prayerworks For Peace Interfaith College Avenue, 48407
Services Sunday eveni ngGoals46 :7:Wdmdmd sP | amb ud hid
North Room. Health

e Attend O0Salon duc Tahped Plynmutpubl i c forum
sponsored by Strength Through Peace (STP), Goal 7:Ensure Environmental
www.strengththroughpeace,dh@at meets most Sustainability
Fridays from 7:009:00 p.m. in the basement dflay 1: Trinity Lutheran Church, 301 East Stuart,
Mugs Coffee Lounge, 251 North College. 4821226

e Join the UCC Justice and Peace Action Goal 8: Global Partnership For
Network,www.ucc.org/justice/jouthe- Development
network/ -

« Go to www.mypeacespace.org, and share your February 15th, the PWJ team will present
messages of peace and nonviolence. a fc_)rum Half—way f[o 20_1510w are we doing with tPe

« Help create the U.S. Department of Peace af Ynited Nations Mlllennlum Developmenté®als?
Nonviolence, HR808. Go to the national web$R@9€e 12 for detalils.
WWW.thepeaCea"iance.Org, the Colorado site For more information about these
www.CoDoPCampaign.org, or contact our | activities, check the Peace With Justice Tabl¢ or
Congressional District 4 Peace Alliance contact Margaret Smith (43857,
representative Mark Beck, 4856, MacSmith36@aol.corar Victoria Gardner (407
mbeck@mywdo.com 1351 DrVickie@att.ndt
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VALENTI

Verse by Robert S. Winegarner

HER HANDS

How beautiful are the hands of
my beloved.

They are the instruments
of her heartds
intentions.

With quiet tenderness
she places her
hand on mine

and that
simple gesture
says
ol | ove you. o

A BIRD CALLED LOVE

When that great bird,
the one with bright feathers
and a sweet song
suddenly sits on your shoulder
listen to it.

That bird is called love
and you are chosen
or its gift.

It brings the golden message
that you are not alone
not alone.

The bird may fly away
but the love is yours to keep,
to keep.

QO e
v

v

NEGS DAAL POFPTRYC

| LOVE YOU

ol Il ove
| heard him say it
just before the
O0Whol e
ol Il ove
and | thought -
the most Powerful words
a human being can speak.

youo

thing bl ew.

you

We say it all the time

In the morning when we are leaving,

When we say goodbye on the phone,

When we are leaving on a trip

And when we are mad
and donadt
it doesnot

A BAD DAY.

say i
feel

St. Paul said it 2,000 years ago,
so these three abide:
FAITH, Hope, and LOVE,
but the greatest of these
is LOVE,
Powerful words -
Handle with care & prayer.

©

0

t .

right

Happy Valentineds



FINANCIAL UPDATE

An Excellent Way to End 2008!

Thanks to your generosity, $100,000 was given to the Capital Campaign in December.
grow ever closer to reaching our goal for the first campaign. Thanks to everyone who has co
this largescale maintenance and renovation project.
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