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WORSHIP F OR JANUARY  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  

916 West Prospect Road Å Fort Collins, CO 80526 Å 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org Å plymouth@plymouthucc.org  

 

  All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless otherwise noted 
 

January 4 
Communion at both services 
Epiphany Sunday 
 
 
January 11 
Mark 1.4ð11 

 
 

January 18 
I Samuel 3.1ð10 
 

6:00 p.m. Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, 
followed by a simple supper 

 
 
January 25 
Annual Congregational Meeting at 12:15 (potluck 
luncheon) 
Mark 1.14ð20 
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January 2009 

Happy New Year!  

 
 January is named after 
Janus, Roman god of the doorway, 
who was always shown as having 
two heads. He looked back to the 
last year and forward to the new 
one.  
 The Roman New Year 
festival was called the Calends 
when people decorated their 
homes and gave each other gifts. 
 

T T T 
       
"Then sing, young hearts that are 
full of cheer,   

       

With never a thought of sorrow; 

         

The old goes out, but the glad 
young year 

 

Comes merrily in tomorrow." 
 

Emily Miller 
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FROM HALôS DESK 

Mind the Gap! 
 
 One of the iconic sounds on Londonõs 
Underground is a pre-recorded voice. Itõs BBC-
English accent proclaims, òMind the gapé.Mind the 
gap.ó Itõs a warning not to step into the space 
between the platform and the Underground train. 
 For us at Plymouth, itõs coming time for us 
to Mind the Gap by finishing what we started 
nearly three years ago: completing the gap in funding 
between what we pledged in the first campaign ($1.7 
million) and the total cost of our capital projects. 
òThe gapó is approximately $800,000. 
 The congregation voted late last spring to 
move forward with a campaign to complete the 
funding for Phase I of our master plan, and not to 
try and fund any further expansion at this point. 
And the congregation voted to do this with a two-
year pledge period, unlike the three-year period of 
our first campaign. (We still have a congregation-
approved Master Plan for the site, but we wonõt be 
undertaking Phase II in the near future.)  

Were I not on sabbatical at the time, I would 
have voted in favor of the resolution you all passed, 
because it saves Plymouth tens of thousands of 
dollars in interest (as opposed to waiting and paying 
a mortgage in the interim). It also obviates the need 
for us to build an $8,000+ monthly mortgage 
payment into our already-stretched operating 
budget. 
 
 Who Benefits from the Capital 
Improvements? 

Are you a choir member who enjoys a large 
robe room and brilliant acoustics in the 
sanctuary?  
Are you an elder who likes even paving and 
lighting outside?  
Do your preschoolers find the new playground 
welcoming? 
Are you a person with a physical disability 
who uses a pew cut-out or a powered door or 
fully accessible restrooms?  
Do you have reduced vision and appreciate 
better lighting in the sanctuary? 
Are you someone concerned about the 
environment who appreciates fuel-efficient 
furnaces and insulation that keep our gas bills 
low and Solatubes that reduce our need for 
interior lighting? 

 
 

Are you a bell choir member who likes having 
a choir room for rehearsals?  
Do you attend the adult ed forums and 
appreciate not spilling out into the Fellowship 
Hall (and having to say òshhhhhhé.ó to people 
at coffee hour)? 
Are you concerned about the community at 
large and glad that we have expanded space for 
groups like PFLAG, AA, Al-Anon, RESTORE, 
and the UN Association? 
Do you have kids in junior or senior high who 
have appropriate classroom space right off the 
Narthex? 
Are you a member of the congregation (or a 
member of staff!) who appreciates greater staff 
efficiency and communication made possible by 
having all offices in the same vicinity? 
Are you a new member who found Plymouth 
a physically welcoming place? 
Do you enjoy singing as a congregation in a 
sanctuary with better acoustics, improved 
spaces for our music program, and the capacity 
for audio-visual presentations on movie nights 
and Sunday mornings? 

 
 If you answered òyesó to any of these 
questions, you are someone who benefits from 
what our congregation has done to make Plymouth 
a more welcoming place not just for ourselves, but 
for the next generation. 
 Weõve been listening to the Still-Speaking 
God who has called us to move in new directions at 
Plymouth. And as we move to finish what weõve 
begun, God will be with us each step of the way. 
   
 Blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to join in the conversation about the next campaign? 
Capital Conversation with Dessert 
Sunday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
You must respond to attendélocation TBD 
(depending on attendance) 
RSVP: barbara@plymouthucc.org or 482-9212 

mailto:barbara@plymouthucc.org
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CHURCH NEWS  

 
CHURCH OFFERS ROSELAWN 
CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE 
 The Memorial Garden Committee has 
recently made available our churchõs three 
remaining Roselawn Cemetery lots to be offered 
not only to church members but also to our 
friends, neighbors, co-workers, or any potential 
buyer.   The sales revenue will be used for the 
development of our churchõs Memorial Garden. 
 The three remaining lots are located in a 
row and can be purchased as a group or 
individually. The Memorial Garden Committee has 
set a discounted selling price of $1050 per lot. 
Although already priced below current city prices 
for the lots, the savings could be even greater 
when the city is expected to raise it prices further 
sometime in 2009. 
 For further details, please pick up an 
information sheet on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall or contact Doug Robinson 282-
7176. 
 
LENTEN DEVOTIONAL 2009  
This I Believe  
 February 25 is Ash Wednesday, marking 
the beginning of the season of Lent. The Board of 
Deacons hopes to publish a Lenten Devotional to 
provide some spiritual reading during this season, 
and we are seeking the contributions of Plymouth 
members. We will be using the "This I Believe" 
series on National Public Radio as a frame of 
reference for the writing. There are two ways to 
participate.  
 One is to go to www.thisibelieve.org and 
review this site for examples of these essays along 
with writing advice and begin working on a 
personal essay. When you are satisfied with what 
you have written please email your essay to 
rriddoch@mac.com by February 19, 2009.  
 The other way to participate is to join a 
four session writer's workshop where we will 
write "This I Believe" essays in a setting where we 
can get support and editorial help (with a kind and 
compassionate spirit - no grading). The workshop 
will be held at Plymouth on four Thursday 
evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 beginning January 22 
and ending February 12. If you have questions 
please contact Rick Riddoch at 481-4637 or 
rriddoch@mac.com. 

 
HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION at 
PLYMOUTH (HPI)  
 Well Done, Plymouth!! The youth group, 
their leaders, and Plymouth contributors worked 
together on Dec. 6 & 7 to raise awareness and 
funds for Homelessness Prevention. The members 
who come into contact with those in need each 
week or month (see below) find your generous 
spirit gratifying. Thank you to all who participated 
and to those who contributed funds which will be 
used to keep local citizens in their homes. 
 If you attended the second service on 
Dec.7, you heard the executive director of the 
Homelessness Prevention Initiative, Sue Beck-
Ferkiss, speak of an applicant who had lost her 
purse including her driverõs license. One of our 
volunteer teams had interviewed that applicant and 
gave her the dollars needed to go to the Dept. of 
Motor Vehicles to get another license. Those 
dollars were made possible through the sale of 
King Super grocery cards at Plymouth which allow 
our volunteers to add to the HPI funds for rental 
assistance. 
 Our sincere gratitude to all who continue 
to give financial support to this significant work at 
Plymouth.  A special thank you to members of our 
youth group and their leaders for caring and for 
showing what can be accomplished with a giving 
spirit. 
 Special recognition to HPI volunteers: Gail 
Woods, Karen Nesler, Linda Garton, Breese Hind, 
Karen Smith and Janet McCullough for on-going 
work in the past 5+ years. Others working for two 
years or more are: JoAnne Herr, Jean & Don 
Preslan, Joyce DeVaney, Dorothy McCarthy, and 
Kathee Houser.   
 A Blessed New Year to all our supporters! 

 
Lorrie Wagner, HPI coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thisibelieve.org
http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=8549f5a6786f473c11f32e87217eb42414dc70ef&composeto=rriddoch@mac.com&composecc=&subject=&body=
http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=8549f5a6786f473c11f32e87217eb42414dc70ef&composeto=rriddoch@mac.com&composecc=&subject=&body=
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FELLOWSHIP  

 
MIDDLE THIRD HERD  
Planning Fiesta 
Saturday, January  24 @ 5:50 pm 
1520 Westfield Dr. 
Hosted by: Lauren & Todd Mingus 
 Help us start off the year right (and warm 
up on a cold January night) at the Middle Third 
Herd Planning Fiesta. For those of you who are 
new to Plymouth, the Middle Third Herd (MTH) 
is a fellowship group of 30/40 somethings, single/
married, with/out kids. In the past, weõve done 
family activities (bike rides, BBQs, and ice skating) 
and adult only events (hikes, happy hours, plays, 
and game nights). Itõs really up to us to decide. 
Please BYOB, your favorite Mexican dish to share, 
and ideas for lots of fun things to do in 2009!  
 RSVP to Lauren and Todd (472-1489 or 
laurenmingus@yahoo.com) by January 20th. Let us 
know if youõll need childcare.  
 
YUCCA (20s/30s Fellowship) 
Is God in the workplace?  
Monday, January 19, 7pm at Plymouth 
 Join us for a relaxed gathering to engage 
this question as we continue to get to know one 
another. All are welcome, even if itõs your first 
time. Decaf coffee and dessert provided. Contact 
sharon@plymouthucc.org for info. Donõt forget to 
sign up on our listserv (plymouthucc.org/
mailman/listinfo) to stay informed.  
 
FIRST NAME CLUB (Senior Fellowship) 
Program TBD 
Thursday, January 8, noon at Plymouth 
 Gather for good food, good conversation, 
and good people at our monthly fellowship. New 
friends are always welcome. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or call Barb 
(482-9212) so our Kitchen Angels know how 
much food to prepare, and bring $4 for lunch.  
 
XYZ  (Xtra Years of Zest) 
Saturday, January 10th, at 7:00pm 
 We'll meet in the Fellowship Hall for a 
timely presentation on Pakistan by Nasar and 
Runeela Jalal, who are Fulbright scholars at CSU 
from Pakistan. We'll have dessert (finger food, 
potluck) first, followed by their program.  Join us 
for a most interesting evening.    

 
WOMEN'S RETREAT  
 All Plymouth women are invited to a truly 
relaxing retreat with a Celtic theme, Jan. 16-18 at 
Highlands Camp near Allenspark. Watch bulletins 
and email for updated information. Cost is about 
$130 with a $30 deposit due now. Most rooms are 
for 4-5 people. However, at an extra charge you 
may request a room for 2 or 3 people. Some 
scholarship money is available through Sharon 
Benton. 
 If you want to do a fleece craft project, 
please bring a yard each of two coordinated colors 
or patterns for a blanket, mittens and hat, or 5/8 
yard for a hat and mittens. We will make these for 
children in the community. Other crafts will also 
be provided. Call Marietta (221-5474), Caryl (493-
6843), Nancy (631-8996), or Linda (484-3523) for 
more information. 
 
MENõS FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday, January 17, 8:00-10:00 am, Fellowship Hall 

The Plymouth Menõs Fellowship would 
like to invite any and all men at Plymouth to 
attend our first menõs breakfast of the new year. 
We will have breakfast, a speaker, and we will be 
discussing plans for the coming year. We are 
especially interested in hearing ideas for our 
òadventureó activities.  
To receive information about our activities, join 
the Menõs Fellowship email list (go to the website 
plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo and select 
Mens-Fellowship). 
 
GAG  
Potluck and Fun Night  
Saturday, January 24, 5:30 pm  
RSVP 282-9015 
 Singles and couples in the 50+ age group 
are invited to the home of John and Karen Smith 
for a potluck dinner and game. The hosts will 
provide the meat dish and hot beverages. Please 
bring salads, veggies, or dessert. Wine is okay, 
too. The Smiths live at 1224 Centennial Road, near 
Drake and Lemay. The game is easy and provides 
opportunities to mix with others without being put 
"on the spot."  Come and enjoy the fun! 

mailto:laurenmingus@yahoo.com
mailto:sharon@plymouthucc.org
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE  

 Plymouthõs Peace With Justice Team 
encourages you to attend Faith and Film: A Fort 
Collins Ecumenical Discussion of the United 
Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
  
 Five area churches, local òBread for the 
Worldó affiliates, The Murelle Foundation (a small-
business loan project for low income/minority 
women) and the United Nations Association, USA 
Northern Colorado Chapter have united to raise 
awareness of and progress towards the MDGõs 
established in 2000 to end extreme poverty and 
disease by 2015. Each of five events will include: 
 

a 30 minute film on the selected goal(s) 
a facilitated discussion 
ways you can make a difference 
displays of involved local groups 
Refreshments 

 
 
The Millennium Development Goals: 
 

1.  Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2.  Achieve universal primary education 
3.  Promote gender equality and empower 
women 
4.  Reduce child mortality 
5.  Improve maternal health 
6.  Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other 
diseases 
7. Ensure environmental sustainability 
8. Create a global partnership for 

development 
 
 
Fort Collins MDG Faith and Film Series Schedule 
7:00 - 9:00 Friday Evenings: 
 
Jan 9th:    Blessed John 23rd University Center, 1220 
University Avenue, 484-3356   

              Goal 1:  òEradicate Extreme Poverty and 
Hungeró  
 
Feb 6th:   First United Methodist Church, 1005 
Stover, 482-2436 
     Goals 2 & 3:  òUniversal Primary 
Education and Gender Equalityó 
 

Mar 6th:  First Presbyterian Church, 531 South 
College Avenue, 482-6107 
     Goals 4, 5, & 6:  òWomenõs and  
Childrenõs Healthó 
 
Apr 3rd:  Plymouth Congregational United Church 
of Christ 
     Goal 7:  òEnsure Environmental 
Sustainabilityó 
 
May 1st:  Trinity Lutheran Church, 301 East Stuart, 
482-1226     
     Goal 7:  òGlobal Partnership For 
Developmentó  
 
 Please save this schedule. For more 
information, check the Peace With Justice Table or 
contact Margaret Smith, 493-3857 
(MacSmith36@aol.com) or Victoria Gardner, 407-
1351(DrVickie@att.net). 
 
 
ò...just as you did it for one of the least of these 
members of my family, you did it for me.ó 

  Matthew 25:40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
Justice and Witness Ministries 
 

"What does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly 

with your God?"  Micah 6:8 
 
Justice and Witness Ministries, one of four 
Covenanted Ministries in the United Church of 
Christ, helps local congregations and all settings of 
the church respond to God's commandments to 
do justice, seek peace and effect change for a 
better world. The work of Justice and Witness 
Ministries is guided by the pronouncements and 
resolutions approved by the United Church of 
Christ General Synod.  
 
http://www.ucc.org/justice/ 

file:///C:\Placard\Jan2009\MacSmith36@aol.com
file:///C:\Placard\Jan2009\DrVickie@att.net
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

THE DEACONõS BENCH 
  
 The beginning of a new year is a time for 
resolutions and new beginnings, but first I always 
find myself thinking about the significance of the 
events of the year past. My church involvement has 
always been important to me, so it is no surprise that 
Plymouth was a part of this reflection. 2008 was a 
year of challenges and introspection and I am 
humbled by how often the ministries at Plymouth, 
both professional and lay led, impacted and 
supported my journey. The result of this process of 
reflection is an overwhelming appreciation for the 
many ministries here at Plymouth that helped guide 
that journey!     
  Let me explain - last January my mom, who 
had not been feeling well, came for a 3 week visit 
and some TLC. She was here just a few days when 
she fell and broke her pelvis. While treating the 
fracture, the doctors found an underlying stubborn 
infection. I had to make a lot of quick decisions 
about her care and I knew nothing about geriatric 
medicine, rehab facilities, or the issues unique to a 
93 year-old patient. At that time, a group of people 
committed to developing a Health Care Ministry 
reached out and became part of my angel network. 
They guided me through the unique needs of the 
elderly with advocating and caring for Mom. 
Simultaneously, The Prayer Group Ministry 
wrapped us in the warmth of their prayers for 
healing and peace. Also another group began 
developing a Healing Ministry  to aid those of us 
dealing with the issues surrounding illness and 
healing. I may have muddled through without these 
angels, but I am not so sure. Mom now makes her 
home here in Ft. Collins and everyone cares for her 
and makes her feel. We are lucky to have these 
wonderful lay ministries ð thank you!  
 Another vivid impression of 2008 is of the 
wonderful music presented by Jan, Carrie, Donna, 
the choir, and the bell choir as they took the Music 
Ministry to new heights. I have found that music 
moves the soul when nothing else can. Thank you 
for this special ministry!  
  Also, there are scores of people involved in 
other ministries here at Plymouth ð those working 
with the children and youth, those committed to 
presenting quality and challenging adult education 
classes, the trustees who make sure the building is  

 
 
always ready to use to mention a few. All of these 
people have responded to a need and are essential 
in making Plymouth special. To all of you - thank 
you for caring!   
 Last but not least, a lot churches become 
lackluster when the senior minister is gone, but 
during Halõs sabbatical absence, under Sharonõs 
able leadership and assistance from Lorraine Leist, 
Plymouth never missed a beat. Although we missed 
Hal, they carried on the professional ministries of 
Plymouth beautifully. They nurtured, loved, 
counseled, and challenged us. Thank you Hal, 
Sharon & Julie (and Lorraine) for all you do so well. 
 

Marilu Theodore 
 
 P.S. There is a critical shortage of quality 
ordained ministers and the cost to attend seminary 
is very expensive. Plymouth has 3 seminary 
students òin careó at this time. In response to this 
need the Deacons created and maintain a 
scholarship fund to help our òin careó seminarians. 
Please consider making an occasional contribution 
to this fund. 
 
 
 
SOCIAL CONCERNS 
  
Thanks For Your Generosity! 
 
  The Social Concerns Committee is very 
grateful for the generous Harvest Home Food 
Drive donations on November 23 for the Larimer 
County Food Bank. We collected 235 pounds of 
non-perishable food donations and $1,497 in cash 
for the Food Bank. The donations will be most 
appreciated by needy families in the 
community. God bless you!! 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

 
HEALTH MINISTRY  

 
The People Have Spoken 
 
 You may think the November 4th election 
coverage was exciting, but thatõs just not in the same 
league as the Health Ministry Teamõs Health Survey 
results. A bit of hyperbole, perhaps, but we are 
happy to have results to report. 
 
 Thanks very much to all who participated in 
the survey. In the interest of brevity, only the top 
results in each category will be summarized here. A 
complete breakdown of the results is available from 
Fran Milde. 
 
Participants: 
 There were 101 participants with an age 
range of 15 to 92; about 2/3 female and 1/3 male. 
Most participants described themselves as being in 
ògoodó health.  
 
Results by category: 
  

Primary Health Concerns: 1). Lifestyle 
issues; 2). Chronic health concerns;  
3). Aging; 4). Emotional, Musculoskeletal, 
and Physical issues (3-way tie for 4th place) 
 

 Primary Parish Nurse Functions: 1). 
Education; 2). Recruiting volunteers; 
3). Developing/facilitating support groups 
 

 Parish Nurse Spiritual Mission: 1). 
Personal health counseling; 2). Integrating 
faith and healing 

 
 Educational Program Preferences 

(knowledge, prevention, and recognition of 
diseases): 1). Arthritis; 2).  Grief and loss; 3). 
High blood pressure; 4). Heart disease; 5). 
Depression 

 
 Educational Program Preferences 

(lifestyle and health): 1). Aging process; 2). 
Complementary/alternative medicine; 3). 
Humor and health; 4). Womenõs health; 5). 
Exercise 

 
 
 
 Preferred days of the week to meet: 1). 

Thursday; 2). Sunday; 3). Wednesday; 4). 
Monday 

 
 Preferred time of day: 1). Morning/

evening (tie); 2). Afternoon  
 
 Other: A majority of respondents 

expressed moderate to strong support for 
the parish nurse concept 

 
 Based on these responses, the HMT plans 
to focus on providing education in the following 
areas in the coming year: 
 

Aging 
 

Heart and circulatory health 
 

Emotional health: e.g. depression, grief 
and loss 

 
Health Lifestyles: e.g. humor, exercise 

 
 

Patty Heyse Health Ministry Team 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  

  
 As amazing as it sounds, Plymouth is in the final months of the first Capital Campaign. Each day 
that passes brings us closer to our goal. As always, a heart-felt òThanks!ó goes out to everyone who has 
contributed to this amazing project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


