
Page 1  

WORSHIP F OR AUGUST  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  

916 West Prospect Road Å Fort Collins, CO 80526 Å 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org Å plymouth@plymouthucc.org  

 
All Services are at 9:00 a.m. throughout the 
summer 
  
We will return to 2 services at 9:00 & 11:00 in September! 
 
 

August 3   
In a Deserted Place 
Genesis 32:22-31 or Matthew 14:13-21 
 
August 10 
Walking on Water 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 
August 17 ð HYMN SING  
From the Heart 
Matthew 15:10-28 
 
August 24 
Entering the Wilderness 
Exodus 19:2-8 
 
August 31 ð INSTANT SERMON  
Words to Live By 
Psalm 105:1-5 & Romans 12:9-21 
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August's Flower: Gladiolus  
  
Meaning: Splendid Beauty  
 
The gladiolus flower signifies 
remembrance.   
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FROM HALôS DESK 

 
FROM HALõS DESK 
Here is another installment from Halõs sabbatical journey. 
He will return to us on September 1st! 
 
 
On The Pilgrim Path 
    

July 11, 2008 
 

Iõm being very well looked after here at St. 
Nonõs Retreat House by Sisters Johanna, Alma, and 
Nora, three delightful Irishwomen. The location 
couldnõt be more beautiful, on a cliff overlooking 
the Irish Sea, right along the extensive 
Pembrokeshire Coast Path, with an ancient Celtic 
chapel, cross, and holy well on the grounds. (Itõs 
gorgeous, but I am really missing Cam and Chris!) 
Tradition has it that it was here that St. Non gave 
birth to St. David, who later became the patron saint 
of Wales. 

 
Like others in the Celtic tradition in the sixth 

century, David lived an ascetic life, subsisting on 
bread, herbs, and water, and like others he often 
stood for extended periods of time in frigid seawater 
reciting the psalms and eschewing all that would be 
an impediment to his spiritual journey. He was 
reputedly a very kind and compassionate man, and 
others soon joined him in a monastery in Mymyw, 
which became Latinized as Menevia in the early 
Middle Ages, and now is named St. Davids. 

 
During the Middle Ages, this was a major 

destination for pilgrims. Often, a pilgrimage was 
undertaken as a penitential journey to atone for a 
wrong that one had committed. Following the 
murder of Archbishop Thomas á Becket in the 12th 
century, King Henry II made two visits to St. Davids 
and after his second visit was officially pardoned for 
his involvement in the murder. There are several 
sayings from the Middle Ages that two visits to St. 
Davids are equivalent to one pilgrimage to Rome. 
 
 Throughout the days of pilgrimage, 
thousands came from around Britain to this place 
and no doubt stopped at the holy well and chapel of 
St. Non on the last leg of the journey before 
reaching the cathedral precincts. 
 

 
 In addition to visited the nearby pilgrimage 
sites, I also had a couple of hours to hike along the 
beauty of the Pembrokeshire Coast Path, which is 
unbelievable! The whole path (at 10-15 miles a day)  
takes 15 days to walk! These long-distance hiking 
trails are popular here in Britain, including St. 
Cuthbertõs Way, which ends on Holy Island 
(Lindisfarne). Given all the rain here, Iõd rather not 
do long hikes in the rain and sleep in a tent! But, 
Iõve been able to have a glimpse of the beauty along 
one section of the path here. 
 
I leave you with this blessing from St. Patrick: 
     

    May the strength of God pilot us, 
    May the power of God preserve us, 
    May the wisdom of God instruct us, 
    May the hand of God protect us, 
    May the way of God direct us,  
    May the shield of God defend us, 
    May the host of God guard us 
    against snares of evil 
    and the temptations of the world. 
 
        Shalom! 

                   Hal 
 
 

PLACARD DEADLINE  
THE NEXT PLACARD DEADLINE IS 
AUG 18th.  PLEASE RESPECT OUR 
DEADLINE AND PLEASE KEEP 
ARTICLES AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE, 
NO LONGER THAN 300 WORDS.  
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO: 
placard@plymouthucc.org  AND  
barbara@plymouthucc.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
DONõT FORGET JUBILEE SUNDAY ! 
    

Sunday September 7th  
    

 In September we will begin the new 
program year with a return to our 2-worship + 
education hour schedule. Itõs a celebration you 
wonõt want to miss, as it will also be Halõs first 
Sunday back from Sabbatical. 
 
 
 
Monday September 8th  

 Reserve the date for the 
congregation to welcome Hal back on 
Monday evening, September 8th at 6:30 
for a potluck meal.  Hal will share some of 
what he experienced on his Sabbatical 
Spiritual Journey and he expects to hear 
what happened here while he was 
gone.  Weõre hoping to make it fun for 
everyone, so weõd like each of the 
Plymouth groups (Council, Get a Grip, 
XYZ, Celtic Christianity, etc, etcé) to put 
together a little personal welcome.  Please 
sign up your group on the sheet in the 
Fellowship hall so we can put the program 
together.  It can be a song, poem, skit ð 
something light and short to welcome Hal 
home.  Watch the Church Bulletin for 
further details.  Let's make this a grand 
welcome home for him so bring out your 
best potluck dish!   

 Ceud mìle fàilte (Scottish Gaelic greeting 

meaning a hundred thousand welcomes) to Hal! 

 

 

 

Navajo Nation Mission Trip  

September 24-27 

 It is hard to believe that the end of 
summer is near! With that in mind, if you are 
planning to join the group from Plymouth to help 
at the Navajo Nation in September, you need to 
sign-up now and register your talents. There is a 
sign-up sheet and registration form in Fellowship 
Hall on the bulletin board near the north/east 
exit. 

 We join with other UCC and Disciple of 
Christ churches in the Denver, Loveland and 
Greeley area to help improve selected houses and 
buildings on the Hogback Chapter of the Navajo 
Nation near Shiprock, NM. It is great fellowship 
and you get a wonderful sense of 
accomplishment. There is something for everyone 
to do! 

 Remember, too, that most of the funds to 
purchase supplies for this endeavor are earned 
from an annual òbest balló golf tournament at the 
Cattail Course in Loveland. This event will be 
held on August 16. Those of you who arenõt at 
the All Church Retreat can arrange to play golf 
(see below). 

 For more detailed information, contact 
Don Carpenter, Allen Norskog, or Phil Hoefer. 
 
 
Support our Navajo Mission Work Trip 
            

 Not able to go to LaForet?  Please join our 
scramble golf tournament Saturday August 16th  
at the Cattail Golf Course in Loveland. This is the 
primary fundraiser to buy supplies (paint, sheet 
rock, roofing supplies, lumber, material for 
curtains, etc.) for the Navajo Mission Trip in 
September.   

 Registration forms (due Aug 9) are 
available on the Mission bulletin board in the 
Fellowship Hall or see Wil Stutheit or Don 
Carpenter.  Your $45 green fees include a BBQ 
lunch. 
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FELLOWSHIP  

 
WIDOWS & WIDOWERS 
 

 If you would like to explore the idea of 
gathering to share with others who have lost a 
spouse or partner, please contact Rev. Sharon at 
the church or by email (482-9212 or 
sharon@plymouthucc.org). 

 
CALLING ALL CALLERS!  
 
 
 
 
 
 The Deacons and the Calling & Caring 
Ministry are preparing for our annual Calling 
Ministry. Each year we try to touch base with all 
Plymouth members, but we need caring folks who 
would like to be a part of the telephoning. This is a 
special ministry that gives you an opportunity to 
meet and greet other members - it can be fun and 
meaningful, and you may make a new friend or re-
connect with an old one. We'll make our calls 
between Aug. 20 and Sept. 5. Contact Sharon for 
more information (sharon@plymouthucc.org). 
 
 
HEY PARENTS!    
   

 Is anyone interested in coming together for 
a "Parents of Young Kids" gathering? If we 
have a few folks who respond, we'll see what a 
small group of us would like/need as we spend 
some time together. No agenda, just curious! 
Contact Rev. Sharon if you're interested 
(sharon@plymouthucc.org or 482-9212). 
 
 
 

 
PLYMOUTH PRIDE GROUP & FRIENDS  
 

 For August there are 2 events going on for 
the Pride Group: 
    

1) Rendezvous 2008 Wyoming's Pride Event 
August 6-10 (or just 1 or 2 days).  If you want to 
find out more about it go to http://
www.wyomingequality.org/,  or call Vicki & 
Wendy @691-6988  
   

If you are looking for a 1 night event: 
   

2) FILM on the Rocks is playing the movie 
PURPLE RAIN at Red Rocks Friday August 8. 
The band U.S. Pipe is playing before the movie. It 
Cost is $10 for both the concert and movie.  The 
film starts at dusk.  We would like to take the van, 
but we need at least 10 people to make it worth 
it.  It will be a great experience!   
Call or email Vicki & Wendy if you want to go or 
have questions.  
691-6988, thompsonandbohlmann@comcast.net 

PLYMOUTH PRIDE July Night Out  

   

 On Saturday, July 5th, a group of 7 
members of Plymouth Pride joined 5 members of 
MCC Family In Christ for a concert at Red 
Rocks.  The concert, featuring Cyndi Lauper and 
the B52õs was a fund raiser for the Human Rights 
Campaign.   

 Prior to leaving for the concert, we had a 
BBQ at the home of Ken and Don, and were 
joined by two other Pride members who were 
unable to attend the concert, but came to have 
some good food.  The weather was a bit overcast, 
which cooled things off.  At the concert, we had a 
few minutes of rain, but we were mostly prepared 
with our ponchos and jackets.  The entire day was 
an outstanding success for the Plymouth Pride 
group! 

 
Hereõs a meaningful, one-time gig that 
ANYONE can take part in. 
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PLYMOUTH COMMUNITY  

 
The Deaconõs Bench 
 
Nina Burkardt 
 
Come out of the circle of time 
And into the circle of love. 
 -Rumi, 13th century Persian poet 
 
 When I read these lines, the first thing that 
I thought was how true the words felt to me, 
personally.  I guess it has something to do with 
having two teenagers, a husband, a job, dogsé.all 
the things that make me aware of the gift of time, 
and its limits. I believe in the circle of love, but I 
am captured by the circle of time. 
 
 The second thing that I thought was that 
each word in these two simple lines was chosen 
carefully.  I admire the ability of the poet to 
convey a world in a few words.  I read them 
several times, sometimes thinking about the 
òcircleó image, other times thinking about leaving 
one circleñtimeñto be in anotherñlove; and 
other times wondering whether the two are 
mutually exclusive or more like overlapping circles.   
 
 The third thing that came to me was the 
feeling that coming into church and moving into 
worship is often a lot like what Rumi describes.  
Frequently, when I first arrive at Plymouth on 
Sunday morning my thoughts are connected to the 
outside world and I am firmly planted in the circle 
of time. But being among a community connected 
by love is a powerful and calming experience.  
Although my spiritual journey is uneven and 
sometimes frustrating, I know that one reason I 
keep trying to take steps is because I believe in the 
circle of love that surrounds us all, and is far 
bigger than we can imagine. 
 
 As I read the words a final time, I realize 
that they contain an invitation.  Although I often 
feel that I am bound by time, when I really think 
about it I know that is not true.  I always have the 
choice to accept Godõs invitation to dwell in the 
timeless circle of love. 
 

This Little Light of Ours .... 

       Keeps On Shining 
 
Look for us in Septemberé 
 
The Stewardship Committee  

Plymouth Reads 
 
 The Adult Education and 
Congregational Life committees are sponsoring 
PLYMOUTH READS - òThe Servant òby 
James C. Hunter ð a simple story about the 
essence how we serve others here at Plymouth, 
at home and at our workplaces.  
    

 Read how a week long retreat in a 
Benedictine monastery teaches a successful Wall 
Street executive that the principles of servant 
leadership are based on strengthening the bonds 
of respect, responsibility and caring with the 
people around you.  Copies of the book can be 
purchased after Sunday services this summer.  If 
you read the book and have a copy please share 
with other members.  We encourage everyone to 
read this book and participate in book 
discussions in late August, early September.  
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PEAC E WITH JUSTICE  

 
THE PEACE WITH JUSTICE TEAM  is 
looking ahead to some interesting projects in the 
fall. We'll fill you in on these as details 
develop.  Meanwhile: 
 
 We encourage you to put Loveland's 
PEACE IN THE PARK event on your calendars 
for Saturday, September 13.  There will be booths 
and tables with many groups in the area that have 
something to do with Peace.  You'll be amazed! 
 
 Also put on your calendars for Sept. 21 an 
evening observance of International Day of Prayer 
for Peace, co-sponsored by the Peace With Justice 
Team, Prayerworks for Peace, and possibly others. 
 
      For the first six weeks of Plymouth's Adult 
Education schedule in the fall, we have arranged a 
series of classes on non-violent communication, 
taught by Connie Shelley. 
 
      The Team will continue to maintain a 
presence at social hours, with a table displaying 
information about various current topics, events, 
and opportunities for action.  We've enjoyed 
visiting with quite a few of you at this table over 
the summer. 
 
      Please take note of the Peace With Justice 
prayer requests in the bulletin every Sunday.    
Never underestimate the power of prayer to heal 
violence and create peace and justice.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
 
 Prayerworks for Peace Interfaith Services For 
World Peace and the Healing of Conditions Leading to 
War, which has been meeting almost every Sunday 
evening for over two years, will no longer meet at 
Plymouth the first Sunday of each month.   We 
will continue to meet the other Sundays of the 
month except for major holidays . . . Christmas, 
New Yearõs, Easter, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor 
Day, and Superbowl!   
  
 Strength Through Peace meets the first Sunday 
of each month at 7:00 at the Poudre Fire Station, 
and we have decided to join their meetings.   
Strength Through Peace and Prayerworks For 
Peace have collaborated on several peace activities 
and would like to strengthen (no pun intended) 
our collaborative efforts.  This is more efficient 
and productive when we meet face to face.   
  
 Please join Prayerworks For Peace in the 
North Room from 7:15-8:30 Sunday evenings 
except for the first Sunday of the month and 
major holidays.  Even when we donõt meet 
formally, we still take prayer requests and pray on 
them from our homes.  We also provide support 
and resources for peacemakers. 
  

 For more information about Prayerworks 
For Peace and/or to submit prayer requests, please 
contact Dr. Victoria Gardner, DrVickie@att.net, 
407-1351 or cell 308 962-6768. 

  

 òBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
Children of God.ó  Matthew 5:9 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE  

 
Weõre more than three-quarters of the way to our pledge goal of $1,650,000!  Heartfelt thanks to our 
members for their continuing support of our Plymouth.  Our newest members have also made pledges in 
excess of $7,000.  We are grateful for this new support.     
 

                  


