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WORSHIP F OR DECEMBER  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  

916 West Prospect Road Å Fort Collins, CO 80526 Å 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org Å plymouth@plymouthucc.org  

 

  All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless otherwise noted 
 

December 7 
Second Sunday of Advent 

We honor those who sleep out in the cold to raise awareness of 
homelessness 
Mark 1.1ð8 

 
 

December 14 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Cantata Sunday ð Choir at both services 
Luke 1.47ð55 

 
 

December 21 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Luke 1.26ð38 
9:00 a.m. communion service 
11:00 a.m. childrenõs pageant 

 
6:00 p.m. Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, followed 

by a simple supper 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services at 5:00, 7:00, and 11:00 p.m. 
Festival Service of Lessons & Carols 

Communion and Candlelight at each service 
 
 

December 28 
First Sunday of Christmastide 

Luke 2.22ð40 
Christmas Carol Extravaganza! 
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 òWhen they had performed 
everything according to the Law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own city of Nazareth. The 
Child continued to grow and 
become strong, increasing in 
wisdom; and the grace of God was 
upon Him.ó   

Luke 2.39ð40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Merry Christmas! 
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FROM HALôS DESK 

    
Homelessness, Christmas, and All That Jazz 
 

Many of us have made the connection 
between the birth narrative in the Gospel According 
to Luke ð in which Mary and Joseph find òno room 
at the innó ð and modern-day homelessness. 
Circumstances into which our lives lead can 
sometimes be difficult at best, and homelessness 
affects a large number of parents with young 
children. The number of homeless students in the 
Poudre School District climbed from 555 in 2005 to 
740 in 20071. 

 
Fortunately, Plymouth was invited in 2003 

by Sr. Mary Alice Murphy of St. Johnõs Catholic 
Parish to help start a new endeavor: the 
Homelessness Prevention Initiative (HPI). Their 
focus is to provide bridge assistance for families who 
need rental assistance to make it across a rough 
patch. 

 
Alice Clark spearheaded the effort when she 

served as our parish assistant at Plymouth, and now 
Lorrie Wagner leads a team of volunteers who 
interview applicants for the program each Monday 
morning. HPI has grown substantially over the 
years, involving more local churches and coming 
under the wing of United Way. (Their new 
executive, Sue Beck-Ferkiss, will be with us at the 
11:00 service on December 7.) To all the folks at 
Plymouth who have helped keep people in their 
homes over the years, thank you! 

 
A few years back, Marilu Theodore brought 

an idea from her former UCC congregation in 
Minnesota (where itõs even colder in December!): a 
sleep-out to raise awareness of homelessness. Our 
senior high youth glommed on to the idea with 
gusto, and have slept on our front lawn in cardboard 
boxes and tents each December for the past four 
years. (Marilu slept out in a cardboard box one year, 
too!) Last year, our youth raised over $8,000 for 
HPI! Thanks to each of them, too! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This year, the sleep-out will happen again, 

but with a bit of a twist. Weõre privileged to have 
the Oikos Jazz Ensemble from our UCC national 
offices in Cleveland at Plymouth to perform a 
benefit concert for HPI on the evening of 
December 6 at 7:00 p.m. (Coincidentally, Oikos is 
the Greek word for òhousehold.ó) Led by the Rev. 
Cliff Aerie, Oikos will start off the evening in our 
sanctuary. Immediately following the concert, weõll 
move into an outdoor candlelight vigil that will start 
the sleep-out itself. 

I invite you to come and hear Oikos, be a 
part of supporting HPI, and even sleep out with 
our sr. high students, if you wish.  

As we move into the season when we 
typically rush around and worry about buying the 
perfect gifts for family, I invite you to remember a 
family that looked for housing 2,000 years ago and 
finally found shelter in a stable.  

 Advent blessings, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Students lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate residence are considered homeless under the McKinney 
Act; they may not necessarily be staying in shelters. Data are from http://www.co.larimer.co.us/compass/
homeless_cd_housing_charts.htm  

 
Benefit Concert for HPI  

    

with the Oikos Jazz Ensemble 
 

Saturday, December 6 at 7:00 p.m. at Plymouth 
 

Part of our vigil and sleep-out for homeless 
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MARK THE CALENDAR  

CHRISTMAS FEAST-FOR-ALL!!!  
 
Those crazy folks on Congregational Life have 
done it again... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALL PLYMOUTH WOMEN  
 Save January 16-18, 2008 for the Womenõs 
Retreat at Highlands Camp in Allenspark. 
 Plan to have lots of food, fun, and 
fellowship while we explore some aspects of Celtic 
Christianity. Watch bulletins and e-mail (sign up 
on the churchõs web site if you are not getting our 
e-mails) for more information. Cost will be 
approximately $130 with $30 due by Dec.15 - we 
have to release extra rooms by then. Sign up on 
the bulletin board in fellowship hall and watch for 
an information table as more info is available.  
You can call Marietta at 221-5474, Nancy at 631-
8996, Linda at 222-7706, or Caryl at 493-6843 if 
you have questions.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING  
 The 2008 Christmas Eve offering will be 
divided equally among Elderhaus Adult Day Care 
Scholarship assistance, BASE Camp, and the UCC 
Christmas Fund. 
 Elderhaus Adult Day Care provides day 
care for fragile adults and handicapped youth in a 
caring and non-threatening environment. 
Participants take part in crafts and athletic events 
and also attend community events. Funds are 
always needed and our contribution will help 
provide scholarship assistance for needy adults and 
youth. 
 BASE Camp is a before and after school 
enrichment program for school-age children who 
need help in school subjects. Our contribution will 
provide that assistance for children whose parents 
cannot pay for participation in this program. 
 The UCC Christmas Fund provides 
financial aid to retired and active ministers and 
their surviving spouses and children who face 
overwhelming financial demands. The fund 
provides several kinds of service through the 
Pension Board Ministerial Assistance program 
such as Christmas Gift checks, monthly pension 
supplementation, quarterly health premium 
supplementation, and Emergency grants. A 
number of Christmas Gift recipients are over the 
age of 100!  

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES  
 Long-time Plymouth member Ray Becker 
will be featured on one of the kiosk panels at the 
Fort Collins Winter Traditions Celebrations of 
Light at the Fort Collins Museum, 200 Matthews 
St. Both Rayõs audio remembrance of 
Christmas at the German Congregational Church 
(Plymouthõs previous name) and a picture of him 
will be on display for the 5:00 - 7:00 pm grand 
opening December 4.  
 The exhibit continues through February 1, 
2009. The complete interview with Ray, who 
recalled his decades in the church, will be made 
available to the church library.  

What: A Christmas day shared meal, cooking and 
eating together (not a potluck), perhaps 

accompanied by some singing and games.  
 

Why: Good cheer! A chance to enjoy 
some fellowship.   Eat well!   

 
Who: All are welcome. 

 
When: Christmas day, about mid-day. 

 
Where: To be announced, depending on the 

number attending. 
 

How: Please RSVP by December 12th to Saralyn 
Laughlin at slhanks@aol.com or 484-4368.  

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE  
 Please submit your annual report 
preferably by email to barbara@plymouthucc.org. 
You can also submit a hard copy  to the church 
office. Reports are due by Tuesday January 13, 
2009. 
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FELLOWSHIP  

FIRST NAME CLUB (Senior Fellowship) 
Thurs. Dec. 11 at noon 
 This month the First Name Club will be 
hosting the SUNSHINE SINGERS as they 
serenade us with Christmas carols. Join members 
of this friendly fellowship for lunch and 
celebration of the season. Please RSVP by Tuesday 
December 9 (call Barb in the church office or sign 
up on the bulletin board) so the Kitchen Angels 
can prepare enough food, and bring $4 for lunch. 
 
 
YOUNG ADULT/20s -30s Fellowship 
December Events: 
*Bowling ð Wed. December 10, 7-9pm at 
Chippers Lanes on N. College Ave (tentative). 
*Christmas Party ð Fri. Dec. 19, 6:30pm. A 
purely social gathering with members of the 
Shepherd of the Hills young adults group and 
others around the community. (contact Sharon for 
details: sharon@plymouthucc.org). 
 For updates on these and other events, 
please join our YUCCA email group: http://
plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo.  
 Donõt forget: if youõre here December 
25th and donõt have plans, join Plymouth for a 
Christmas Feast-for-All  afternoon. See page 3 for 
details. 
 
 
GET-A-GRIP 
Saturday December 13 @ 6 pm  
 White Elephant Christmas Party. The 
GAG group will meet , at the Hoeferõs. A 
Christmas ham and beverages will be provided. 
Bring a dish to compliment. Also bring a white 
elephant gift to exchange. Philmar Haus is located 
at 603 Atwood Court, Ridgewood Hills 
Subdivision, south of Good Samaritan Retirement 
Village. RSVP: 377-1950 or pjhoefer@aol.com. 
  GAG was formerly Parents of 
Adolescents. Anyone is now welcome to join the 
group, whether their children are teens or young 
adults with families of their own. The group 
generally meets once a month to share food, 
stories, and good times.  

!!DINNER & A MOVIE!!  
Itõs a Wonderful Life 
Friday, December 12 @ 6pm 
 
 Weõll celebrate the season by watching 
Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed in Frank Capraõs 
classic Itõs a Wonderful Life. Potluck begins at 6pm, 
movie starts at 7pm.Come for both or come for 
either. Please BRING A PLACE SETTING for 
yourself and a dish to share. Children are welcome 
to join us for this heartwarming film for the whole 
family.  
 Childcare available by RSVP only. Please 
contact Julie by Mon. Dec. 8th 
julie@plymouthucc.org or 482-9212.  
 
 
WOMENõS FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
Monday, December 8t @ 7 pm 
 All women of Plymouth church are 
invited to come and enjoy our traditional Angel 
Party. Kevin Utter, organist at Christ Methodist 
Church, will favor us with a short concert in the 
Sanctuary after which we will gather in Fellowship 
Hall for dessert and gift exchange. Please bring an 
inexpensive angel ornament or angel keepsake 
wrapped to exchange, and a Christmas memory or 
experience when you felt the presence of an angel. 
We will share stories as time permits. All women 
are welcome. This is an open group which seeks to 
unite all women of the church in friendship. 
Questions call Paula Dille, chairperson. 
 
 
XYZ--XTRA YEARS OF ZEST 
Saturday, December 13 @ 5:15 pm  
 Gather at the home of the Webers for 
appetizers and desserts followed by the Rialto 
Theater show A World of Christmas. 
 Save the evening of January 10th for a very 
interesting presentation by Nasar and Runeela 
Jalal, Fulbright scholars from Pakistan. We'll have 
dessert (potluck) in the fellowship hall at 7 pm. 
followed by their program. 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

SOCIAL CONCERNS 
Christmas Giving Tree Project 
 Look for the annual Christmas Giving Tree 
in the church entryway beginning November 23 for 
an opportunity to help provide a brighter Christmas 
for children served by the Family Center. Wrapped 
gifts need to be at the church on or before Sunday, 
December 14 for timely delivery to the Family 
Center for their Christmas party.  
 The Family Center serves children from 
families who may have an especially difficult 
time this Christmas. While this year our focus will be 
on gifts for the children, you may wish to 
include grocery cards from King Soopers or 
Sunflower Market for the family. These cards 
are available from a member the Social Concerns 
Committee at coffee in between services.  
 Thank you ,  Jill Kreutzer (484-8181) and 
Diana Mc Henry (223-6281) 

   
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE  
 The Personnel Committee is pleased to report 
that we have completed Hal Chorpenningõs 
evaluation. We received 59 surveys. The process also 
included Halõs self evaluation. Overall, it is the 
assessment of the Personnel Committee that Hal 
continues to be and to grow as a talented leader of 
the spiritual and day-to-day aspects of church life. 
His performance has been excellent and we are very 
fortunate to have him among us.   
 The 2008 Personnel Committee: Sherry 
Bundy, Wayne Carpenter, Barbara Sanborn (Chair) 
 
OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMITTEE  
The Family Basket 
 What color are the leaves on a tree? I bet if I 
asked this at any other time of year, you would 
answer ògreenó. But what a beautiful autumn we 
have experienced! The glorious colors of the leaves 
on the trees have been a sight to behold, and serve 
to remind us that we may need to broaden our 
definition of the color of leaves. The same is true of 
our definition of òfamily.ó   
 Last year I had the opportunity to be 
involved with our youth education hour on the topic 
of families. We learned that families consist of 
people we care about, who love us, who share our 
lives.  Families take care of each other, do things 
together, and learn from each other.  

 The kids really liked an òI Spyó type of 
game we played, looking at different families in a 
book and shouting out ways they were the same, 
and ways they were different. The point was to 
demonstrate how there are all kinds of families - 
some with the traditional makeup we think of as 
Mom, Dad, and kids, and some including less 
traditional members such as a grandparent raising a 
child, step-parents, same sex parents, adopted 
children of a different race, and so on. All of these 
examples and more can be found in our own 
church directory!   
 The project for the day was to create a 
Family Tree, and they were wonderful with pink 
and purple and orange leaves, and even a few green 
ones, each naming a family member. Some kids 
included friends, grandparents, cousins, and pets. 
One person didnõt include any adults. When we 
open our hearts and minds to varying definitions of 
òFAMILYó, we open our hearts too. Each family is 
as different as the individual leaves that join 
together to make a tree.  
 
OPEN AND AFFIRMING BOOK STUDY  
 The Open and Affirming committee is 
sponsoring a book study from January 4 through 
February 8, 2009 on the book entitled, Same-Sex 
Marriage?  A Christian Ethical Analysis written by 
Marvin M. Ellison, an ordained Presbyterian 
minister and Professor of Christian Ethics at 
Bangor Theological Seminary in Maine. Ellison, 
who is a gay man and progressive Christian ethicist, 
delves into the history of marriage, as well as legal 
and spiritual aspects of this issue. 
 In his review Daniel C. Maguire, professor 
of moral theology at Marquette University, says, 
òHeterosexuals have no monopoly on love and 
Marvin Ellison brilliantly shows in this book that 
the right to marry is a human right, not an award 
for being heterosexual." 
 We know this issue is still hotly debated in 
our society. Please join us and learn more about 
how we can defend this right for our loved 
ones. Discussion leader will be Linda Smith. Books 
and signups will begin in December. 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

HEALTH MINISTRY  
Good Grief! 
 What is good about grief? A lot! Grief is the 
normal response to sorrow, emotion, and confusion 
that comes from losing someone or something 
important to you. It is a healing process which over 
time can allow a person to accept and understand 
loss. Although grief is ordinarily focused on the 
emotional response to a loss, it can manifest physical 
(stomach pain, sleep disturbances, loss of energy or 
appetite) or behavioral (disinterest, don't bother me, 
etc.) responses. Grief is unique for each individual.   
A child or teenager will respond differently if he or 
she experiences a close relationship cut off. 
 Swiss doctor Elisabeth Kuebler-Ross in her 
1969 book, On Death and Dying, introduced 5 stages 
of grief; stages applied to any form of catastrophic 
personal loss (job, income, death of a loved one, 
divorce, loss of pet, drug addiction). These steps do 
not come in a specific order, nor is each step 
experienced by every individual. However, a person 
will experience at least 2 of the steps.  
 
Five steps of grief:   
1. Denial: I feel fine; This can't be happening to me.   
2. Anger: Why me?; It's not fair. 
3. Bargaining: Just let me live long enough to see my 
children graduate; I'll do anything to stretch it out. 
4. Depression: I'm so sad, why bother with anything; 
What's the point? 
5. Acceptance: It's going to be OK; I can't fight it, I 
might as well be prepared for it. 
 
Suggestions to help:   
1. Taking a break may help to relieve stress and grief. 
2. Support group: chat with others who have had 
similar situations and share emotions. 
3. Write a journal of thoughts, hopes, and dreams. 
4. Do something good for someone else. 
5. Counsel with your clergyperson. 
6. Remember, GOD IS ALWAYS A SOURCE 
OF PEACE. 
 If oneõs grief is so intense that his or her well
-being is at risk, professional help should be sought. 
Holiday seasons may be difficult times for those 
who have lost someone or something close to their 
hearts. Let us think of them and keep them in our 
prayers during the holiday season.  

Dotty Mattern  

PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
Making Peace Possible  
December 5th & 6th at CSU 
 This is the last in the òInviting Wisdomó 
series by the Fort Collins Shambhala Meditation 
Center, funded by the Bohemian Foundation. In 
collaboration with the Geller Center for Spiritual 
Development, it features Richard Reoch, longtime 
peace and human rights activist, author of Dying 
Well, former global media chief for Amnesty 
International, and now President of Shambhala, 
one of the largest Buddhist organizations in the 
world. The programs will be held at Lory Student 
Center, CSU Room 230, Friday, December 5, 7-9 
pm, and in the Grey Rock Room Saturday 
December 6, 10 am - 4 pm.  
 Throughout his more than 30 years in the 
fields of human rights, peace, and environmental 
protection, Richard has personally secured the 
release of prisoners from captivity, spearheaded 
international campaigning for the abolition of 
torture and the death penalty, successfully lobbied 
for the protection of threatened rainforests and 
their indigenous peoples, and engaged in secret 
talks with terrorist leaders in efforts to open up 
political dialogue rather than continued warfare and 
attacks on civilians. 
 The Friday night talk is $12, $7 for students 
with ID. The Saturday workshop is $35, $20 for 
students, and the cost of both is $40, $25 for 
students. To register call 970-218-4753 or go to 
www.invitingwidsom.wordpress.com.  
 Donõt miss this rare and powerful 
presentation by a leader in the field of peace and 
compassion who is sharing his time on his way to 
the Shambhala Mountain Center to teach a month-
long retreat on òNurturing the Seeds of Peaceó.  
For more information, contact Mary Roberts, 
Inviting Wisdom Publicity Coordinator, 970 227-
9806, maryr@verinet.com. 

http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=ced334a4130281e7ce81926b44af85014a743ff7&composeto=maryr@frii.com&composecc=&subject=&body=
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23rd ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL  
HOUR FOR PEACE 

Wednesday, December 31, 4:45 - 6:15 am 
Blessed John XXIII University Center 
1220 University Avenue, Fort Collins 
 
 Plymouthõs Peace With Justice Team and 
Prayerworks For Peace invite you to experience the 
International Hour For Peace, also known as World 
Healing Day and World Peace Day. A global effort 
launched in 1986 by John Randolph Price and the 
Quartus Foundation, it was established to offer 
people all over the word an opportunity to gather 
together for peace, love, forgiveness, and 
understanding through a simultaneous global mind-
link at noon Greenwich Mean Time on December 
31st of each year. Based on the idea of the film òThe 
Secretó that thought can direct energy, the event is 
designed to break down walls of separation and 
synchronistically join billions of people around the 
world in meditation, prayer, music, readings, dance, 
and other ways to create lasting peace on Earth. 
 
 The Hour For Peace has been an integral 
part of Fort Collins New Yearõs celebrations every 
one of the 22 years since its inception. The theme of 
this yearõs Fort Collins event is "The Right To Live 
In Peace", commemorating the 30th Anniversary of 
the 1978 United Nations Declaration that Peace is a 
Universal Human Right, and the 60th Anniversary 
of the 1948 United Nations Declaration of Universal 
Human Rights.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 The Hour For Peace has been an integral 
part of Fort Collins New Yearõs celebrations every 
one of the 22 years since its inception. The theme 
of this yearõs Fort Collins event is "The Right To 
Live In Peace", commemorating the 30th 
Anniversary of the 1978 United Nations 
Declaration that Peace is a Universal Human Right, 
and the 60th Anniversary of the 1948 United 
Nations Declaration of Universal Human Rights.   
  
 Focusing on the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGõs) for 
achieving rights for all people, the program includes 
a presentation by members of the Fort Collins 
Steering Committee of the MDG Faith and Film 
series, January through May of 2009. The January 
Placard will have more information. 
  
 For more about the Hour For Peace, check 
out the local website, www.fortnet.org/hr4peace, 
the international site, www.Quartus.org/
WorldHealingDay.html, or contact the coordinator, 
Dr. Victoria Gardner, 407-1351, drvickie@att.net. 
Volunteers and sponsors are still needed!  
 
  

 
 
   Turn away from evil and do good; 
   seek peace and pursue it. 
 

Psalm 34:14 
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CHRISTIAN ED  

òEmbracing the Imperfect as the Holyó 
 

The UCC has published an Advent 
calendar for children and families this year that 
hopes to counter the traditional Christmas rush of 
consumerism. Via stories, reflections, scripture 
readings, meditation exercises, and prayers, the 
calendar reminds us that Advent means 
anticipating the coming birth of Jesus the Christ 
and the eventual Shalom of Christ, bringing with it 
the fullness of justice, peace, and love.   
 

The theme for this yearõs calendarñits way 
into a posture of hope and gratitudeñis òChildren 
and Families at the Margins.ó   òThese are diverse 
stories of families whose lives are pushing them to 
the margins of society. They keep on going in spite 
of their lived realities, because they want to believe 
the sun will rise tomorrow; the promise of Hope.ó  
 

The stories bespeak faith, perseverance, 
and Godõs abiding presence.  While all are 
compelling, one in particular moved me. I think 
we might all appreciate the simplicity and wisdom 
of its message.   
 

A father tells of the year his busy schedule 
precluded getting a Christmas tree until the last 
minute. As the family drove around looking for a 
tree, the kids grew increasingly anxious. Finally, 
however, they found one of the last trees at a 
Texaco gas stationé. 
 

òIt was, to be honest, a pathetic tree.  
Needles were falling off before we even got it off 
the car, and to fill in a huge gap, I even sawed off a 
lower limb and glued it into a hole I drilled higher 
up in the trunk. Over the years there were many 
ôperfectõ trees, but this is the one we remember 
with affection. There wasnõt much that was perfect 
about the first Christmasña stable far from home 
and a dangerous king. But like our ôTexaco Tree,õ 
Love took the imperfect and made it special. All our 
efforts to create the perfect Christmas usually fall 
short. But if we keep our minds on Jesus, on 
Godõs love, even the imperfect becomes 
precious.ó      
 

 
 

 
 
May we embrace the Advent and Christmas 

season and enthusiastically find the Holy deep in the 
inevitable imperfections. 
 
 Shalom, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I invite you to get the UCC Advent Calendar for Children 
and Families by calling 800.537.3394 with order code 
WEAC08.  Cost is $5. 
 
 
 

 
On the facing page  is the Plymouth Youth 
Ministry Statement. This presentation of our 
vision and mission offers the fruits of my study 
leave and conversations with other Colorado 
youth ministers, Plymouth youth parents, and the 
youth themselves.  
 
We think such a statement is a crucial starting 
point to developing a vital youth ministry here at 
Plymouth while raising awareness of our youthõs 
needs and gifts throughout the broader 
congregation.  
 
Plymouthõs Church Council unanimously 
approved this Statement at the November 
Council meeting. 
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Plymouthõs Mission:  

The purpose of this church shall be to worship God and to make God's will visible in the lives of 
people, individually and collectively, especially as that will is set forth in the life, teachings, death and 
living presence of Jesus Christ.   

 
Our youth ministry will always seek to live out Plymouthõs broader mission. 

 
Plymouth Youth Ministry Goals: 

Help the youth grow in their relationships with God. Learn about the Christian religion. 
Build and generate excitement about faith and community. Have fun! 
Maintain consistent attendance and sustained energy throughout the year. 
Create meaningful, successful ministries and service projects, such as the Sleep Outñwe want our 
youth to be agents of ministry beyond objects of ministry. 
Positively impact youth lives and offer a meaning system that offers an interpretive lens through which 
youth might view and engage the world around them as well as offer vocational guidance. 
Create a safe, nurturing space for our youth and offer them meaningful relationships with non-parental 
adults to affirm their identities. 

 
Why Youth Ministry at Plymouth: 

Because we believe in the Still-speaking God who desires wholeness, health, and vitality for each of us 
as well as the entire earth and offers a path to this Shalom. 
Because we believe the Christian faith offers a meaning system that provides youth a worthwhile, 
powerful, loving framework for their lives. 
Because our youth are amazing and have so much to offer this faith community. 
Because adolescents need safe spaces and affirming adults to wrestle with and work through faith, 
identity, and how each interacts with their complex lives. 

 
What Plymouth Youth Ministry Can Look Like with our Youthõs Involvement: 
 
Senior High 

Weekly non-Sunday gatherings to check in, build community, and deepen faith. 
Sunday school that explores progressive Christian faith and faith practices (with youth help choosing 
topics). 
Monthly youth-planned singing and worship during the Sunday school hour. 
Monthly service or social activities (Saturdays, mostly; youth input welcomed). 
Youth planned and led HPI Sleep Out and vigil in December. 
La Foret weekend retreats and summer camps. 
Every other year mission trips. 
9th Grade confirmation 
10th-11th grade Our Whole Lives sexuality and spirituality class. 

 
Junior High 

Sunday school that explores progressive Christian faith and faith practices.  
Monthly youth-planned singing and worship during the Sunday school hour. 
Bi-monthly service or social activities  
La Foret weekend retreats and summer camps. 
7th-8th grade Our Whole Lives sexuality and spirituality class. 

 

   PLYMOUTH YOUTH MINIS TRY STATEMENT  
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Youth Education December Events 
 
Goodness Gorillas 
In November the Goodness Gorillas raked leaves at 
the houses of a couple of Plymouthõs seniors. We 
also donated clothing to Irish Elementary to support 
their in-need children.  In December we are 
planning a Christmas event ð details will be 
forthcoming. The target date is December 7. Please 
contact Ben Slocumb for details 
(ben.slocumb@comcast.net, 225-6446).  
 
Christmas Pageant 
This year we will hold our Christmas pageant during 
the 2nd worship service on Sunday, Dec. 21st. 
Children from preschool through 5th grade (even 
visiting ones!) are welcome to participate. Please 
have your child in the North Room (Moving 
Mountains room) at 10am that day for dress and a 
walk-through of the pageant.   
 
Trailblazers 
We will have a special day of singing and crafts on 
Dec. 7 and a day of Advent crafts on Dec. 14. Donõt 
miss these fun days! Parents, if youõre willing and 
able to help out on either of these days (particularly 
the 14th), please contact Julie. 
 
Junior High Youth Group 
Tree Cut! The Jr. High youth will be heading to the 
national forest to select and cut Plymouthõs tree on 
the morning of Dec. 6th.  More details will follow, 
but donõt miss this event. 
 
HPI Benefit Concert and Vigil: Jr Highers are 
welcome to attend this powerful event at 7pm on 
December 6th.   
 
Gayle Maroncelli is coordinating many junior high 
youth group events. If you have questions, want to 
volunteer to help, or have ideas, contact her at 
nethouse22@comcast.net.   
Please also subscribe to the junior high email list 
from the Plymouth website. 
 
Senior High Youth Group 
We are meeting every Thursday night from 6:30-
8pm in the Senior High room. Come and join us for 
lots of yummy food, fellowship, discussion, movies, 

and an occasional outing to a local coffee shop. 
Food is provided. 
 
Annual Sleep-out: The Clothing the Cold, 
Warming the World sleep out to raise awareness, 
funds, clothing, and food for the homeless will be 
on Saturday night, December 6. We will start 
setting up at the church around 3:30pm, with the 
benefit concert and vigil at 7pm. Come and join us 
for a fun and meaningful event! Contact one of the 
youth leaders for more info (Brian, Christine, 
Aaron, and Garrett).  
 
 
Adult Education Forum Schedule 
 
Dec. 7   
An Introduction to Fort Collin's Restorative Justice 
Programs 
Are you curious about Restorative Justice? 
Plymouth member Mary-Claire Geiss and Perrie 
McMillen of the City of Fort Collins Restorative 
Justice Services will give an overview on the 
philosophy of Restorative Justice. They will also 
give an overview on the two City of Fort Collins 
programs, the Restorative Justice Conferencing 
Program (RJCP) and the RESTORE Program.  
  
Dec. 14   
Uranium Mining in Weld County 
Jay Davis from C.A.R.D. (Coloradoans Against 
Resource Destruction) will be making a 
presentation of their concerns around proposed in-
situ uranium mining northeast of Fort Collins. They 
will present their perspective on the risks and 
benefits, and provide avenues for greater 
involvement in the issue. 
 
Dec. 21   
Islam and the West 
This DVD presentation will give you an 
introduction to the upcoming Adult Education 
series on Islam. This session opens some of the 
current issues consider as politicized Islam comes 
into conflict with western Christian cultures. 
Following the 20 minute DVD, there will be ample 
time for discussion. The ongoing class, which starts 
in January, will investigate Islamic histories, beliefs, 
cultures, and practices in much more depth. 

CHRISTIAN ED  



Page 11   

Adult Education 
 
Class offerings for Dec. 7, 14, and 21: 
 Because of the way Christmas and Easter fall this year, we 
are offering short 3-week courses leading up to a break at 
Christmas. 
  

Speaking of Faith Series 
 Speaking of Faith with Krista Tippett is public 
radio's weekly program about religion, meaning, 
ethics, and ideas. Krista takes a narrative approach to 
religious and philosophical conversation. She draws 
out the intersection of theology and human 
experience, of grand religious ideas and real life. 
Speaking of Faith is not so much about religion per se, 
but about drawing out compelling and challenging 
voices of wisdom on the most important subjects of 
21st-century life; thereby creating a different kind of 
in-depth, revealing, illuminating dialogue than can be 
elicited by traditional journalistic treatments and 
debates.  
 In a new millennium twist on the old-school 
tradition of groups gathered around radios, we will 
gather around an iPod to listen to 3 of these 
exceptional programs. We will offer a different 
program each week in a 3-week class. The programs 
run 52 minutes so weõll start promptly at 10am and 
offer dialogue after the program for those who are 
interested (and went to the early service!). The 
programs as are follows: 
 
Dec. 7 Liberating the Founders 
 Warning: this conversation may not mirror 
what you learned in school. The culture wars of 
recent years, journalist Steven Waldman says, 
hijacked Americansõ understanding of the countryõs 
founders and of the meaning of religious liberty.  
This hinders people from grasping what is really at 
stake in the current debates about the relationship 
between government and religion. It may even 
distort the wisdom we might bring to young 
democracies around the world. 
 
Dec. 14 Diplomacy and Religion in the 21st Century 
 The greatest threat in the post-Cold War 
world, says Douglas Johnston, is the prospective 
marriage of religious extremism with weapons of 
mass destruction. Yet the US spends most of its  
 

 
 
time, resources, and weapons fighting the 
symptoms of this threat, not the cause. The 
diplomacy of the future, he is showing, must engage 
religion as part of the strategic solution to global 
conflicts. 
 
Dec. 21 The Soul of War 
 Since September 11, 2001, 1.3 million 
military men and women have served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. More than one million have returned 
home. Chaplain Major John Morris has helped to 
develop a pioneering program, the first of its kind 
in the country, to support the reintegration of 
National Guard and Reserve members into their 
lives, their families, and their communities. 
 These classes will meet in the East Wing 
Fireside Room 

 
 

In or Out? Thinking about the New Testament 
Canon   

The Thoughtful Christian Bible Study led by Rev. Dr. 
Mark Lee and Jamie Kepros 
 Why are certain books accepted as canon in 
the Bible? What about those that "didn't make 
it?" And why have a canon at all? This short class 
will look at the processes the church used in 
determining the canon (not so dramatic as in The 
Da Vinci Code), and take an in-depth look at some 
of the documents that were not included. We look 
first-hand at both orthodox and heretical writings, 
to get a feel for them in comparison with the 
accepted NT canon.  
 This class will meet in the North Wing 
Adult Ed Room 
 
 
Classes starting January 4:  
Introduction to Islam  
DVD Series moderated by Barbara McCornack 
  

and 
 
Same Sex Marriage: A Christian Ethical 
Analysis  by Marvin Ellison  
led by Linda Smith of the O&A Committee. See 
page 5 for details. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Still Time to Give in 2008 and Cut Your Taxes! 
 
As we count down to 2009, you still have time to help the Capital Campaign and yourself.  Donations 
received by December 31 will cut your 2008 tax burden. If youõd like to make your gift from stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds, or any other security, contact Larry McCulloch at larrymc@riverrock.org or 223-
3418 for details. So help yourself and the capital campaign by sending your contributions before the end 
of the year.   
  
 
 


