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All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless othprwise o4 en t hey had p
everything according to the Law of

December 7 the Lord, they returned to Galilee,
Second Sunday of Advent to their own city of Nazareth. The

We honor those who sleep out in the cold to raise awarengsg-diild continued to grow and
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Mark 1.58 wisdom; and the grace of God was
upon Hi m. o
Luke 2.3840

December 14
Third Sunday of Advent
Cantata Sund@yChoir at both services
Luke 1.4@55

December 21
Fourth Sunday of Advent
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9:00 a.m. communion service Merry Christmas!
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6:00 p.m.Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, follpwed
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FROM HALOGS DESK

Homelessness, Christmas, and All That Jazz

Many of us have made the connection This year, the slegpit will happen again,
between the birth narrative in the Gospel Accordmgit wi t h a bit of a twi st
toLukedi n whi ch Mary and theOilkogJazz EfsembldrontonrdCC ratmmal
at t hand moderdlay homelessness. offices in Cleveland at Plymouth to perform a
Circumstances into which our lives lead can benefit concert for HPI on the evening of
sometimes be difficult at best, and homelessnes®ecember 6 at 7:00 p.n(CoincidentallyQikoss
affects a large number of parents withyoung t he Gr eek word for oOhouse
children. The number of homeless students in th€liff Aerie, Oikos will start off the evening in our

Poudre School District climbed from 555 in2005dca nct uar vy . | mmedi ately fo
740 in 2007 move into an outdoor candlelight vigil that will start
the sleefut itself.
Fortunately, Plymouth was invited in 2003 | invite you to come and hear Oikos, be a
by Sr. Mary Al i ce Mur partyof sopportiBg HPI, ahaevean 8leep dlitawitth o | i «
Parish to help start a new endeavor: the our sr. high students, if you wish.
Homelessness Prevention Initiative (HPI). Their As we move into the season when we

focus is to provide bridge assistance for families typically rush around and worry about buying the
need rental assistance to make it across a roughperfect gifts for family, | invite you to remember a
patch. family that looked for housing 2,000 years ago and
finally found shelter in a stable.

Alice Clark spearheaded the effort when she Advent blessings,
served as our parish assistant at Plymouth, and now
Lorrie Wagner leads a team of volunteers who
interview applicants for the program each Monday
morning. HPI has grown substantially over the
years, involving more local churches and coming
under the wing of United Way. (Their new
executive, Sue Bekkrkiss, will be with us at the
11:00 service on December 7.) To all the folks at
Plymouth who have helped keep people in their
homes over the yeatisank you!

A few years back, Marilu Theodore brought
an idea from her former UCC congregation in
Mi nnesota (where itds ||[even colder in December!)
sleepout to raise awareness of homelessness. Ogr Benefit Concert for HPI
senior high youth glommed on to the idea with
gusto, and have slept on our front lawn in cardbgjard
boxes and tents each December for the past foul g4y, December 6 at 7:00 p.m. at Pljfmouth
years. (Marilu slept out in a cardboard box one ygar, o
too!) Last year, our youth raised over $8,000 for Part of our vigil and-slgdpr homeless
HPI! Thanks to each of them, too!

with the Oikos Jazz Ensemble

1Students lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate residence are considered homeless under the McKinne
Act; they may not necessarily be staying in shelters. Data are from http://www.co.larimer.co.us/compass/
homeless_cd_housing_charts.htm
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CHRISTMAS FEAST-FOR-ALL!!

Those crazy folks on Congregational Life have

done it again...

WhatA Christmas day shared meal, cooking an

eating together (natpotluck), perhaps
accompanied by some singing gardes.

Why Good cheeA chance to enjoy
somefellowship. Eat well!

WhoAll are welcome.

WhenChristmas day, about Ruédy.

Wherelo be announced, depending on the

number attending.

How Please RSVP Becember 12thto Saralyn
Laughlin at slhanks@aol.com or-4888.

ALL PLYMOUTH WOMEN
Save January-168, 2008 f
Retreat at Highlands Camp in Allenspark.
Plan to have lots of food, fun, and

or

MARK THE CALENDAR

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES
Longtime Plymouth member Ray Bec

Fort Collins Winter Traditions Celebrations o
Light at the Fort Collins Museu2®0 Matthews

will be on display for the 5:09:00 pm grand
opening December 4.

2009. The complete interview with Ray, who

available to the church library.

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING

er
will be featured on one of the kiosk panels aﬂthe

dSt.Both Rayds audi o r egmemb
Christmasit the German Congregational Chujch
(Pl ymout hds previ ous|| name

The exhibit continues through Februafy 1,

recalled his decades in the church, will be m@de

The 2008 Christmas Eve offering will be
divided equally among Elderhaus Adult Day Care

Scholarship assistance, BASE Camp, and the
Christmas Fund.

uccC

Elderhaus Adult Day Care provides day
care for fragile adults and handicapped youth in a

cgriﬂg@nd wgtrme@tﬁn@g environment.

Participants take part in crafts and athletic events

and also attencbmmunity events. Funds are

fellowship while we explore some aspects of Celt/dWays needed and our contribution will help
provide scholarship assistance for needy adults and

Christianity. Watch bulletins anohail (sign up
on the churchoés web
e-mails) for more information. Cost will be
approximately $130 with $30 due by Deankb

have to release extra rooms by then. Sign up on

s i Yogh. i ¢

e
BASE

enrichment program for schege children who
need help in school subjects. Our contribution

ou are not t
é/amp is a before and after sgchool

t i no

will

the bulletin board in fellowship hall and watch for provide that assistance for children whose parents

an information table as more info is available.
You can call Marietta at 22474, Nancy at 631
8996, Linda at 222706, or Caryl at 48843 if
you have questions.

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE
Please submit your annual report
preferably by email to barbara@plymouthucg

20009.

You can also submit a hard copy to the churgh

office. Reports are due by Tuesday January 13, nymper of Christmas Gift recipients are over the

L

cannot pay for participation in this program.
The UCC Christmas Fund provides

financial aid to retired and active ministers and

their surviving spouses and children who face
overwhelming financial demands. The fund
provides several kinds of service through the
Pension Board Ministerial Assistance program

such as Christmas Gift checks, monthly pension
Or9supplementation, quarterly health premium

supplementation, and Emergency grants. A

age of 100!
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FELLOWSHIP

FIRST NAME CLUB (Senior Fellowship) IIDINNER & A MOVIE!
Thurs. Dec. 11 at noon /'t 6s a Wonder ful Life

This month the First Name Club will be  Friday, December 12 @ 6pm
hosting theSUNSHINE SINGERSas they
serenade us with Christmas carols. Join members Wedl |l celebrate the se
of this friendly fellowship for lunch and Ji mmy Stewart and Donna F
celebration of the season. Please RSVP by Tuesdtgssic t 6 s a \WRotudkéeginwat 6prh,i f e
December 9 (call Barb in the church office or signmovie starts at 7pm.Come for both or come for
up on the bulletin board) so the Kitchen Angels either. Please BRING A PLACE SETTING for
can prepare enough food, and bring $4 for lunch.yourself and a dish to share. Children are welcome

to join us for this heartwarming film for the whole

family.
YOUNG ADULT/20s -30s Fellowship Childcare available by RSVP only. Please
December Events: contact Julie by Mon. Det: 8
*Bowling d Wed. December 10:9pm at julie@plymouthucc.org or 48212.

Chippers Lanes on N. College Ave (tentative).

*Christmas Partyd Fri. Dec. 19, 6:30pm. A

purely social gathering with members of the WOMENGS FRIENDSHI P GROUP
Shepherd of the Hills young adults group and Monday, December 8t @ 7 pm

others around the community. (contact Sharon for All women of Plymouth church are
details: sharon@plymouthucc.org). invited to come and enjoy our traditional Angel
For updates on these and other events, Party. Kevin Utter, organist at Christ Methodist
please join our YUCCA email grauip:// Church, will favor us with a short concert in the
plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo. Sanctuary after which we will gather in Fellowship

Dondt f or gebecember vy otabforelessert ane gift exchange. Please bring an
Z25"and dondét have pl an s jnexpensivenandellomnamen ar angd keepsake
Christmag-eadiorAll afternoon. See page 3 for  wrapped to exchange, and a Christmas memory or
details. experience when you felt the presence of an angel.

We will share stories as time permits. All women
are welcome. This is an open group which seeks to

GET-A-GRIP unite all women of the church in friendship.

Saturday December 13 @ 6 pm Questions call Paula Dille, chairperson.
White Elephant Christmas Party. The

GAG group wil/ meet , at the Hoeferds. A

Christmas ham and beverages will be provided. XYZ--XTRA YEARS OF ZEST
Bring a dish to compliment. Also bring a white  Saturday, December 13 @ 5:15 pm

elephant gift to exchange. Philmar Halscated Gather at the home of the Webers for

at603 Atwood Court, Ridgewood Hills appetizers and desserts followed by the Rialto

Subdivision, south of Good Samaritan RetiremeniTheater show AVorld of Christmas

Village. RSVP: 37IB50 or pjhoefer@aol.com. Save the evening of January 10th for a very
GAG was formerly Parents of interestingrresentation by Nasar and Runeela

AdolescentsAnyone is nowelcome to join the Jalal, Fulbright scholars from Pakistan. We'll have
group, whether their children are teens or young dessert (potluck) in the fellowship hall at 7 pm.

adults with families of their owirhe group followed by their program.
generallyneets once a month sbare food,
stories, and good times. r
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

SOCIAL CONCERNS The kids really |liked
Christmas Giving Tree Project game we played, looking at different families in a
Look for the annual Christmas Giving Trebook and shouting out ways they were the same,
in the church entryway beginning November 23 fand ways they were different. The point was to
an opportunity to help provide a brighter Christmdemonstrate how there are all kinds of families
for children served by the Family Cem&apped some with the traditional makeup we think of as
giftsneed to bat thechurchon or before Sunday, Mom, Dad, and kids, and some including less
December 1for timely delivery to the Family traditional members such as a grandparent raising a
Center for their Christmas party. child, stegparents, same sex parents, adopted
The Family Center serves children from children of a different race, and so on. All of these
families who may have an especially difficult ~ examples and more can be found in our own
timethis Christmadi\/hilethis year our focus will behurch directory!
on gifts for the childreypu may wish to The project for the day was to create a
includegrocery cards from King Soopers or Family Tree, and they were wonderful with pink
Sunflower Market for the family. These cards  and purple and orange leaves, and even a few green
areavailable from a membbe Social Concerns ones, each naming a family member. Some kids

Committee at coffee in between services. included friends, grandparents, cousins, and pets.
Thank you Jill Kreutzer (488181)and One person didndt include
Diana Mc Henry (228281) open our hearts and minds to varying definitions of
OFAMI LY6, we open our hea
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE as different as the individual leaves that join

The Personnel Committee is pleased to refRfifther to make a tree.

e o compl et e dopB@ino SikiiiRE Sobk SrbBy

evaluation. We received 59 surveys. The process BO . _
uThe Qpgn,and Affirming committee is

i ncluded Hal @verallstésithe e v a l 3ok study f h h
assessment of the Personnel Committee that HagPONSOrng & book study from January 4 throug

continues to be and to grow as a talented leader'c brgary 8, 2h0.09. on thﬁ. b0|0k enti&insbex
the spiritual and ddg-day aspects of church life. MarriageA Christian Ethical Analysitien by

His performance has been excellent and we are V@rr}yin M. Ellison, an ordained Presbyterian
fortunate to have him among us. minister and Professor of Christian Ethics at

The 2008 Personnel Committee: Sherry Bangor Theological Seminary in Maine. Ellison,

Bundy, Wayne Carpenter, Barbara Sanborn (Cha\cqz 0 is a gay man and progressive Christian ethicist,
Ives into the history of marriage, as well as legal

OPEN AND AFFIRMING COMMITTEE and spiritial aspects of this issue.

The Family Basket In his review Daniel C. Mag_uwe, .professor
What color are the leaves on a tree? | betQf L“O“';" theology at Maqu(Iette Un;]versnyé Says,

asked this at any other time of year, youwould ¢ "€t €r osexual s haane no mo

answer g green c’)y. éu t wHgnin Ellisog l%”%la\ﬁ'th’ shpwp jn this Ropk gty we

have experienced! The glorious colors of the lea ”g.ht tomarryis a ,L,‘man right, not an awar

on the trees have been a sight to behold, and se being heterose>_(uc_al. . .

to remind us that we may need to broaden our We know this issue is still hotly debated in

definition of the color of leaves. The same is trug’df SocietyPlease join us and learn more about

our definition of ofa cag defend this right for our loved

onesDiscussion leader will be Linda Smith. Books

Last year | had the opportunity to be ; : L
involved with our youth education hour on the toffed Signups will begin in December.

of families. We learned that families consist of
people we care about, who love us, who share our
lives. Families take care of each other, do things
together, and learn from each other.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

HEALTH MINISTRY PEACE WITH JUSTICE
Good Grief! Making Peace Possible
What is good about grief? A IBtief is the December 5th 86 CSU
normal response to sorrow, emotion, and confusion Thi s i s the | ast 1in th
that comes from losing someone or something series by the Fort Collins Shambhala Meditation
important to you. It is a healing process which ov@enter, funded by the Bohemian Foundation. In
time can allow a person to accept and understanzbllaboration with the Geller Center for Spiritual
loss.Although grief is ordinarily focusedtba Development, it features Richard Reoch, longtime
emotional response to a loss, it can manifest phymeale and human rights activist, authéysig
(stomach pain, sleep disturbances, loss of energiav/ former global media chief for Amnesty
appetite) or behavioral (disinterest, don't bother tmégrnational, and now President of Shambhala,
etc.) responses. Grief is unique for each individuahe of the largest Buddhist organizations in the
A child or teenager will respond differently if he aworld. The programs will be held at Lory Student
she experiences a close relationship cut off. Center, CSU Room 230, Friday, Decembe®5, 7
Swiss doctor Elisabeth KueHRass in her pm, and in the Grey Rock Room Saturday
1969 bookOn Death and Dyintroduced 5 stages December 6, 10 and pm.
of grief; stages applied to any form of catastrophic Throughout his more than 30 years in the
personal loss (job, income, death of a loved onefields of human rights, peace, and environmental
divorce, loss of pet, drug addiction). These stepspdotection, Richard has personally secured the
not come in a specific order, nor is each step  release of prisoners from captivity, spearheaded
experienced by every individual. However, a pergdrrnational campaigning for the abolition of

will experience at least 2 of the steps. torture and the death penalty, successfully lobbied

for the protection of threatened rainforests and
Five steps of grief: their indigenous peoples, and engaged in secret
1. Denial: | feel fine; This can't be happening to radks with terrorist leaders in efforts to open up
2. Anger: Why me?; It's not fair. political dialogue rather than continued warfare and
3. Bargainingtust let me live long enough to see mtyacks on civilians.
children graduate; I'll do anything to stretch it out. The Friday night talk is $12, $7 for students
4. Depression'm so sad, why bother with anythingjth ID. The Saturday workshop is $35, $20 for
What's the point? students, and the cost of both is $40, $25 for
5. Acceptance: It's going to be OK; | can't fight itstudents. To register call 284753 or go to
might asvell be prepared for it. www.invitingwidsom.wordpress.com.

Dondt miss this rare a

Suggestions to help: presentation by a leader in the field of peace and

1. Taking a break may help to relieve stress andapiepassion who is sharing his time on his way to
2. Support group: chat with otheaso haveéhad the Shambhala Mountain Center to teach a month

similar situations and share emotions. l ong retreat on ONurturin
3. Write a journal of thoughts, hopes, and dreamBor more information, contact Mary Roberts,
4. Do something good for someone else. Inviting Wisdom Publicity Coordinator, 970-227
5. Counsel with your clergyperson. 9806, maryr@verinet.com
6. Remember, GOD IS ALWAYS A SOURCE
OF PEACE.
|l f oneds grief i s so inten at his or het
-being is at risk, professional help should be sought. ]
Holiday seasons may be difficult times for those §>><>
who have lost someone or something close to their
—

hearts. Let us think of them and keep them in our
prayers during the holiday season.
Dotty Mattern
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE

The Hour For Peace has been an integral
part of Fort Collins New
one of the 22 years since its inception. The theme

of this yeards Fort Collli
\J— Live In Peace”, commemorating the 30th
Anniversary of the 1978 United Nations
Declaration that Peace is a Universal Human Right,
e B and the 60th Anniversary of the 1948 United
Nations Declaration of Universal Human Rights.

Focusing on the United Nations

239 ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL Mill ennium Devel opment Go
HOUR FOR PEACE achieving rights for all people, the program includes
Wednesday, December 35; #54&m a presentation by members of the Fort Collins
Blessed John XXIII University Center Steering Committee of the MDG Faith and Film
1220 University Avenue, Fort Collins series, January through May of 2009. The January

Placard will have more information.

Pl ymout hés Peace With Justice Team and
Prayerworks For Peace invite you to experience the  For more about the Hour For Peace, check
International Hour For Peace, also known as Waoldt the local website, www.fortnet.org/hr4peace,
Healing Day and World Peace Day. A global effdre international site, www.Quartus.org/
launched in 1986 by John Randolph Price and th&orldHealingDay.html, or contact the coordinator,
Quartus Foundation, it was established to offer Dr. Victoria Gardner, 4017351, drvickie @att.net.
people all over the word an opportunity to gathen/olunteers and sponsors are still needed!
together for peace, love, forgiveness, and
understanding through a simultaneous globat mind
link at noon Greenwich Mean Time on December
3stof each year. Based on the idea of the film 0
Secretdé6 that thought can direct energy, the ev:
designed to break down walls of separation and
synchronistically join billions of people around the
world in meditation, prayer, music, readings, dance

and other ways to create lasting peace on Earth. .
y gp Turn away from evil and do good

seek peace and pursue it.

The Hour For Peace has been an integral
part of Fort Collins Nef Year 0s Cebs%lrk%éfl ions e\
one of the 22 years since its inception. The theme aj '
this yeards Fort Collinfg event S~ "The |Right T
In Peace”, commemorating the 30th Anniversary of
the 1978 United Nations Declaration that Peace is §
Universal Human Right, and the 60th Anniversary
of the 1948 United Nations Declaration of Universal
Human Rights.
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CHRISTIAN ED

OEmbracing the | mperfect as the Hol yo

The UCC has published an Advent May we embrace the Advent and Christmas
calendar for children and families this year that season and enthusiastically find the Holy deep in the
hopes to counter the traditional Christmas rush ofevitable imperfections.
consumerism. Via stories, reflections, scripture
readings, meditation exercises, and prayers, the Shalom,
calendar reminds us that Advent means
anticipating the coming birth of Jesus the Christ
and the eventual Shalom of Christ, bringing with it a/ ’
the fullness of justice, peace, and love. L

The theme for fAftdmiays year 86s cal endar
into a posture of hope and gratifides 0 C h 1 inviterya to get the UCC Advent Calendar for Children
and Families at t he MandBamiies by&alling 800158763394 with order cdde v ¢
stories of families whose lives are pushing them\iicAC08. Cost is $5.
the margins of society. They keep on going in spite
of their lived realities, because they want to believe
the sun wil|l ri se tomorrow; the promise of Hopce

The stories bespeak faith, perseverance,
and Godods abiding presence. While all are
compelling, one in particular moved me. | think
we might all appreciate the simplicity and wisdom
of its message.

A father tells of the year his busy schedule
precluded getting a Christmas tree until the lasf  On the facing page is tRymouth Youth
minute. As the family drove around looking for & M|n|stry Statement This presentation of our :
tree, the kids grew increasingly anxious. Finally, vision and mission offers the fruits of my study
however, they found one of the last trees ata : |eave and conversations with other Colorado
Texaco gas stationé. : youthministers, Plymouth youth parents, anbl the

:  youth themselves. :

olt was, to be honest, a pathetic tree.:
Needles were falllng off before we even got it ff We think such a statement is a crucial startlng
the car, and to fill in a huge gap, | even sawed dff @oint to developing a vital youth ministry herE at
lower limb and glued it into a hole | drilled hlghg'er Pl ymouth while rais |_ ng a
up in the trunk. Over the years there were many needs and gifts throughout the broader
Operfectd t omesrememhet :t ltangregatisn. t he :
with affection. There: wasndt much that was: perf
about thefirstChristmag a stable far romhome: Pl ymout héds Church Cdunci
and a dangerous king.: &pprcovedith|§<matememrattrceN@/errao@ro Tr ece
Love took the imperfect and madelt special. : Council meeting. :
efforts to create the perfect Christmas usually fall :
short. But if we keep our minds 0N JESUS, ON & ...eueeuseussmssnssessenssnssnssessenssnssnssnssenssnns :
Godds |l ove, even the iIimperfect becomes
precious. 0
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PLYMOUTH YOUTH MINIS  TRY STATEMENT

Pl ymout hds Mi ssi on:
The purpose of this church shall be to worship God and to make God's will visible in the lives of
people, individually and collectively, especially as that will is set forth in the life, teachings, death and
living presence of Jesus Christ.

Qur youth ministry will always seek to |live o

Plymouth Youth Ministry Goals:
Help the youth grow in their relationships with God. Learn about the Christian religion.
Build and generate excitement about faith and community. Have fun!
Maintain consistent attendance and sustained energy throughout the year.
Create meaningful, successful ministries and service projects, such as thé Sleepa@uour
youth to be agents of ministry beyond objects of ministry.
Positively impact youth lives and offer a meaning system that offers an interpretive lens through whicl
youth might view and engage the world around them as well as offer vocational guidance.
Create a safe, nurturing space for our youth and offer them meaningful relationshippavightabn
adults to affirm their identities.

Why Youth Ministry at Plymouth:
Because we believe in the-§tdlaking God who desires wholeness, health, and vitality for each of us
as well as the entire earth and offers a path to this Shalom.
Because we believe the Christian faith offers a meaning system that provides youth a worthwhile,
powerful, loving framework for their lives.
Because our youth are amazing and have so much to offer this faith community.
Because adolescents need safe spaces and affirming adults to wrestle with and work through faith,
identity, and how each interacts with their complex lives.

What Pl ymouth Youth Ministry Can Look Like wit!l

Senior High
Weekly nofSunday gatherings to check in, build community, and deepen faith.

Sunday school that explores progressive Christian faith and faith practices (with youth help choosing
topics).

Monthly youtkplanned singing and worship during the Sunday school hour.

Monthly service or social activities (Saturdays, mostly; youth input welcomed).

Youth planned and led HPI Sleep Out and vigil in December.

La Foret weekend retreats and summer camps.

Every other year mission trips.

9h Grade confirmation

10h-11th grade Our Whole Lives sexuality and spirituality class.

Junior High
Sunday school that explores progressive Christian faith and faith practi

X
o
Monthly youtkplanned singing and worship during the Sunday school h f“tﬂ
Bi-monthly service or social activities l

3 U7
La Foret weekend retreats and summer camps. " Y |
WS L

7th-8h grade Our Whole Lives sexuality and spirituality class. ‘(\/_1‘

(2
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CHRISTIAN ED

Youth Education December Events and an occasional outing to a local coffee shop.
Food is provided.

Goodness Gorillas

In November the Goodness Gorillas raked leavesianual Sleeput: TheClothing the Cold,

the houses of a coWel éaVamning tikelWondsleep dutdosraise avareness,s .
also donated clothing to Irish Elementary to supgards, clothing, and food for the homeless will be

their inneed childrenin December we are on Saturday night, December 6. We will start
planning a Christmas evértetails will be setting up at the church around 3:30pm, with the
forthcoming.The target date is December 7. Pleabenefit concert and vigil at 7pm. Come and join us
contact Ben Slocumb for details for a fun and meaningful eveitdntact one of the
(ben.slocumb@comcast.net,-8286). youth leaders for more info (Bri@hristine,

Aaron, and Garrett).
Christmas Pageant
This year we will hold our Christmas pageant during
the 2d worship service on Sunday, Deé. 21 Adult Education Forum Schedule
Children from preschool through §rade (even
visiting ones!) are welcome to participate. Pleasd®ec.7

have your child in the North Room (Moving An Introduction to Fort Collin's Restorative Justice

Mountains room) at 10am that day for dress andRrograms

walkthrough of the pageant. Are you curious about Restorative Justice?
Plymouth member Malaire Geiss and Perrie

Trailblazers McMillen of the City of Fort Collins Restorative

We will have a special day of singing and crafts dastice Services will give an overview on the
Dec. 7 and a day of A dhilesophy otResiorative Justice. TRey will alsé 4 . [

miss these fun days! Rji@eraa ovénsew on the twy Gity of Faet Collingl | i n ¢
able to help out on either of these days (particulgtpgrams, the Restorative Justice Conferencing

the 14), please contact Julie. Program (RJCP) and the RESTORE Program.

Junior High Youth Group Dec. 14

Tree Cut! The Jr. High youth will be heading to thé&anium Mining in Weld County
national forest to selJaydavisaomC. ARIDL(CoPladoans Agairtstd s t |
the morning of Dec.'6 More details will follow, Resource Destruction) will be making a
but dondt miss this e \yesentation of their concerns around proposed in
situ uranium mining northeast of Fort Collins. They
HPI Benefit Concert and Vigil: Jr Highers are  will present their perspective on the risks and
welcome to attend this powerful event at 7pm orbenefits, and provide avenues for greater
December . involvement in the issue.

Gayle Maroncelli is coordinating many junior higbec. 21
youth group events. If you have questions, want iglam and the West
volunteer to help, or have ideas, contact her at This DVD presentation will give you an

nethouse22@comcast.net. introduction to the upcoming Adult Education
Please also subscribe to the junior high email lisseries on Islanthis session opens some of the
from the Plymouth website. current issues consider as politicized Islam comes
into conflict with western Christian cultures.
Senior High Youth Group Following the 20 minute DVD, there will be ample

We are meeting every Thursday night from 6:30time for discussioffhe ongoing class, which starts
8pm in the Senior High room. Come and join us fierdanuary, will investigate Islamic histories, beliefs,
lots of yummy food, fellowship, discussion, moviesjtures, and practices in much more depth.
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CHRISTIAN ED

Adult Education

Class offerings for Dec. 7, 14, and 21: time, resources, and weapons fighting the
Because of the way Christmas and Easter fall théyygaomeeof this threat, not the cause. The
are offering sharé8k courses leading up to a breakmodmacy of the future, he is showing, must engage
Christmas. religion as part of the strategic solution to global
conflicts.
Speaking of Faith Series
Speaking of Faiith Krista Tippett is public Dec. 21The Soul of War
radio's weekly program about religion, meaning, Since September 11, 2001, 1.3 million
ethics, and ideas. Krista takes a narrative approauohitary men and women have served in Irag and
religious and philosophical conversation. She draMghanistan. More than one million have returned
out the intersection of theology and human home. Chaplain Major John Morris has helped to
experience, of grand religious ideas and real life. develop a pioneering program, the first of its kind
Speaking of Fasthot so much about religion per se,the country, to support the reintegration of
but about drawing out compelling and challenginiyational Guard and Reserve members into their
voices of wisdom on the most important subjectdigés, their families, and their communities.
21stcentury life; thereby creating a different kind of These classes will meet in the East Wing
in-depth, revealing, illuminating dialogue than caRibeside Room
elicited by traditional journalistic treatments and

debates.
In a new millennium twist on the @chool In or Out? Thinking about the New Testament
tradition of groups gathered around radios, we will Canon

gather around an iPod to listen to 3 of these The Thoughtful Chrigtible Study led by Rev. Dr.
exceptional programs. We will offer a different Mark Lee and Jamie Kepros

program each week in-&v8ek class. The programs Why are certain books acceptechasim

run 52 minutes so we 0 ItHe Biblg?&vhat abqut ttiose phiatl'dydn'tanake 1 0 a m
offer dialogue after the program for those who arg?" And why have a canon at all? This short class
interested (and went to the early service!). The will look at the processes the church used in

programs as are follows: determining the canon (not so dramatic as in The
Da Vinci Code), and take ardiepth look at some
Dec. 7Liberating the Founders of the documents that were not includ&d.look

Warning: this conversation may not mirrorfirst-hand at both orthodox and heretical writings,
what you learned in school. The culture wars of to get a feel for them in comparison with the
recent years, journalist Steven Waldman says, accepted NT canon.
hijacked Ameri cans® und e rThig ctasswill megtindhe Ndrth\Wingc ou nt r
founders and of the meaning of religious liberty. Adult Ed Room
This hinders people from grasping what is really at
stake in the current debates about the relationship
between government and religion. It may even Classes starting January 4.

distort the wisdom we might bring to young Introduction to Islam
democracies around the world. DVD Series moderated by Barbara McCornack
Dec. 14Diplomacy and Religion irst@@erdry and

The greatest threat in the pGstid War
world, says Douglas Johnston, is the prospectivéSame Sex Marriage: A Christian Ethical
marriage of religious extremism with weapons ofAnalysis by Marvin Ellison
mass destruction. Yet the US spends most of itsled by Linda Smith dfie O&A Committee. See
page 5 for detalils.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Still Time to Give in 2008 and Cut Your Taxes!

As we count down to 2009, you still have time to help the Capital Campaign and yourself. Do
received by December 31 will cut your 200

3418 for details. So help yourself and the capital campaign by sending your contributions befo
of the year.
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