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WORSHIP FOR OCTOBER 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

916 West Prospect Road • Fort Collins, CO 80526 • 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org • plymouth@plymouthucc.org 

 
  All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless otherwise noted 
  Just remember:  9 ð 10 ð 11éeducation for all between worship 
 
 
 
  October 5 
  Communion at both services 
  Come to the Party! 
  Matthew 22.1ð4 
 
 
  October 12 
  Rejoice Always 
  Philippians 4.1ð9 
 
 
  October 19 
  Caesar and Spirituality 
  Matthew 22.15ð22 
 

  6:00 p.m. Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé 
  followed by a simple supper 

 
 
  October 26 
  New Members welcomed at 11:00 service 
  Our Refuge 
  Psalm 90.1ð6 & 13ð17 
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October 
 
 There is no season when 
such pleasant and sunny spots may 
be lighted on, and produce so 
pleasant an effect on the feelings, 
as now in October. 
           
         Nathaniel Hawthorne 
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FROM HALôS DESK 

 
 
Environmental Stewardship 
 

Most Americans donõt give a lot of thought 
to electricity. We just know that when we plug an 
appliance or lamp into the wall, it works. Due to 
increasing fuel costs, some of us are giving it a bit 
more thought than we might have a few months 
ago. But, as stewards of Godõs planet, we ought to 
be paying attention to how we use electricity and 
what impact it has on the world around us. 

 
You probably know that Fort Collins buys 

electrical power from the Platte River Power 
Authority. Most of our electricity is generated at the 
Rawhide Energy Station north of Fort Collins. While 
itõs rated as one of the cleanest power plants in the 
nation, every other day a train delivers 60 cars of low
-sulfur coal, and itõs the burning of that coal that 
enables most of us to run our refrigerators and turn 
the lights on at night. 

 
Some of the power also comes from a series 

of hydroelectric projects that include the Colorado 
Big Thompson Project. Hydroelectric power 
generation doesnõt emit hydrocarbons, but there are 
consequences to damming rivers. 

 
Hereõs the favorite option for most of us: 

wind power. PRPA owns the Medicine Bow Wind 
Project in Wyoming, and it supplies us with zero-
emission electricity. 
 
So What Does this Have to Do with Plymouth? 

The short answer is òa lot.ó 
 
One of the initiatives of the Social Concerns 

Committee seven or eight years ago was to try and 
ensure that Plymouth was using natural resources as 
effectively as possible. With the approval of the 
Church Council, Plymouth started paying a premium 
for a portion of its electricity from wind-generated 
sources. Subsequently, the City of Fort Collins 
Utilities tried to encourage further wind-generated 
electrical usage by offering a new, discounted rate 
for paying for 100% of electrical usage from wind 
generation, Plymouth took them up on the offer. 
And today, Plymouth pays for 100% of its electrical 
usage from wind-generated sources. 

 
 
 
So far as I know, we are the only faith 

community in Fort Collins that participates at this 
level ð itõs something to be proud of. Weõre doing 
our best to reduce our carbon footprint on Godõs 
planet. And we are paying a premium for it. 

 
One of the key concerns the Long-Range 

Planning and Building Committees emphasized 
with our architects, RB+B, was that we wanted 
high energy efficiency. The double-pane windows, 
SolaTubes, and high-efficiency furnaces all help. 
But, the City of Fort Collins also mandated that we 
switch from single-phase to three-phase power with 
the new construction. While three-phase power 
increases economy, it also has a  somewhat higher 
base cost than single-phase power. We also donõt 
get the same low rate that we all enjoy at home with 
residential rates. 

 
Since weõre just finishing our first full year 

in the new facility, it has been difficult for our 
Budget and Finance Committee to estimate utility 
costs, and electricity is one area where we are 
significantly over budget for 2008. (The trustees 
are monitoring this carefully. Not only did we enjoy 
air conditioning this summer, we also have new 
security lighting around the facility, which requires 
electricity, but makes our parking lot safer for any 
who use the lot or pass through after darké
important considerations near a college campus.) 
We budgeted $4,400 for 2008, and weõve already 
spent over $4,000 with four months to go. How 
can you help? Join the staff in conserving energy 
wherever possible; turn off lights in any room you 
use at Plymouth. And please be sure to keep your 
pledge payments up to date. (Statements will come 
out after the end of September.) 

 
Thanks for being a part of the solution at 

home and at your church home! 
 
Shalom! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

WOMENõS FRIENDSHIP GROUP  

October  20  Book Discussion on The Faith Club 

November 11 FAITH TO FAITH: An Evening 
With The Authors - First United Methodist 
 
PLYMOUTH MEN'S FELLOWSHIP 

October 24-26  PMF annual fall retreat  
 
2008 Election Calendar 
    

    
 

October 6 Last day to register for General 
Election 
    

October 20-31 General Election early voting  
      

October 28 Last day to apply for mail-in ballot for 
General Election if ballot is mailed to you 
     

October 31 Last day to apply in person for 
General Election mail-in ballot 
     

November 4 General Election 

SPECIAL MESSAGE S 

CHURCH OFFERS ROSELAWN 
CEMETERY LOTS FOR SALE 
   

Revenue To Memorial Garden Development 
 The Church Council recently approved 
selling Plymouthõs five cemetery lots in the 
Roselawn Cemetery on E. Mulberry Street and to 
use the revenue for the development of our 
churchõs Memorial Garden. 
 Plymouthõs Memorial Garden would offer 
members a new venue to memorialize cremains.   
Recognizing that some members might still prefer 
casket burial, the Memorial Garden Committee is 
now offering the Roselawn lots for sale to 
Plymouth members and friends. 
 The five lots are located in a row and can 
be purchased as a group or individually.  The 
Memorial Garden Committee has set a discounted 
selling price of $1050 per lot.  Although already 
priced below current city rates for the lots, the 
savings may be even greater because the city is 
expected to increase its prices in January 2009. 
 For more details, please pick up an 
information sheet on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall. Or you can contact Doug 
Robinson at 282-7176. 

Mission Committee  
 
The Alternative Giving Fair Nov. 23rd is the  
Spirit of Christmas 
 Honor your family and friends with a gift 
of money or purchase of  goods for an 
international cause. So many need support in our 
world today .  The Mission Committee encourages 
you to consider giving gifts of care this Christmas 
to make a difference.   
 Church World Service, Heifer  Project, 
10,000Villages, Afghanistan self-sufficiency 
project, Global  Ministries' Angolan Schools for 
Young Women, Cambodian School Project, and 
Malawi Self-sufficiency Project will be represented.   
 We also anticipate  other participants.  
Those wishing to present an international project 
at  the Fair need to contact the Plymouth Mission 
Committee before October 31. 
Alternative giving just makes sense. 

SMALL EFFORTS, BIG MINISTRIES 
Do any of these servant-leadership opportunities fit for you? 
    

Making a meal periodically for members 
who experience challenges or celebrations. 
You can be on the contact list by calling/
emailing Betty Weber 
(pr.bb.weber@comcast.net or 613-1789). 

Changing Plymouthõs sign that faces 
Prospect Rd. once a week. 

Greeting with a smile or handshake at the 
main doors before one of the services on 
Sunday mornings. 

Reading prayers and scripture as the 
Liturgist at one of the Sunday morning 
services. 

Helping prepare a simple supper to follow 
the Taizé worship once a month. 

Answering phones a few hours a month as 
Volunteer Receptionist. 

 All of these are wonderful ministries in 
which we always appreciate new ministers. Contact 
Sharon (sharon@plymouthucc.org or 482-9212) 
for more information or to sign up, and stay tuned 
for yet other opportunities to serve! 
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FELLOWSHIP  

HILLTOPPERS GROUP 
   

Thursday, October 9th @ Noon 
 This group isnõt over the hill, weõre right 
on top of it! We are older members of the 
congregation who share a monthly (2nd Thursday) 
gathering of friendship and fun. Sometimes we 
celebrate holidays, sometimes we hear programs 
on relevant topics, and sometimes we just eat and 
enjoy one anotherõs company. Our Kitchen Angels 
surprise us each month with home-cooked meals, 
BBQs and periodic pizza parties! Weõre always 
happy for more friends to join us. Please sign up 
on the Bulletin Board in the Fellowship Hall (or 
call Barb, 482-9212 to RSVP) and bring $4 for 
lunch. 
 
YOUNG ADULTS ð 20s/30s 
   

 Whether youõre single or married, parents 
or not, weõd love to hear what types of gatherings 
youõd attend this fall. Join our email list (YUCCA) 
to receive updates and invites: go to 
www.plymouthucc.org/mailman/listinfo - then 
click on YUCCA and follow the instructions. 
Contact Sharon directly if you have ideas for an 
upcoming event (sharon@plymouthucc.org).  
 
 XYZ   
    

 In October, the XYZ'ers will attend the 
CSU vs. NM volleyball match at Mobey Arena. 
The match is Sunday, Oct 12th at 1:00 pm. You 
are responsible for getting your own tickets. Let us 
know if you plan on attending and we will try to 
hold a block of seats on the south side. Some of 
us may get together after the match for coffee/tea 
& dessert. Watch the bulletin for late breaking 
news about the event.  
 Contact Les & Barb Fraley 221-1624.  

Annual Retreat, Plymouth Menõs Fellowship.  
    

October 24 ð 26, 2008.  
    

 Sunshine Mountain Lodge, Allenspark, 
CO. Cost: $80. Theme: Money, Racism and 
òPower.ó (That should get you interested!) Sign-up 
will start on September 28 and end on October 12. 
Join in on good fun, food, fellowship, study and 
relaxation. If you need more information, contact 
Phil Hoefer, Allen Norskog or Les Fraley. 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS! 
    

 The Geller Center for Spiritual 
Development at CSU welcomes you to FOOD 
FOR THOUGHT, dinner and discussion every 
Wednesday evening at 5:15 pm.   
    

 MEDITATION AT NOON takes place 
every Tuesday, 12:10 to 12:50 pm, at the Danforth 
chapel in the Oval. Anyone who wants to explore 
a variety of meditative and contemplative styles is 
welcome.  Rev. Peggy Christiansen leads. 
    

 CHURCH MEMBERS AND FRIENDS, 
we need your help with Wednesday meal 
preparation! Please call Peggy at the Geller Center 
(970)482-8487 for information about any of these 
programs or email ucm@lamar.colostate.edu. 
     

 The Geller Center's Fall Gala, DANCING 
WITH GELLER STARS, is coming soon and  
it's time to buy your tickets! This is a great 
opportunity to eat delicious hors d'oeuvres and 
desserts, find out more about what we're doing at 
the Geller Center, mingle with friends, meet our 
students, support your favorite dance contestant, 
and dance the night away to the Ed Manteufel 
Orchestra. Doors open at 5:30 pm, Friday, 
October 17th at the Sunset Event Center. For 
tickets($35/person; $60/couple; $10/student), call 
970-482-8487 or email ucm@lamar.colostate.edu.  

Good Times    
 Please join Good Times, Plymouth's adult 
service group, in gleaning vegetables at Grant's 
Farm the afternoon of Sunday, October 12.  The 
Larimer County Food Bank will be there with 
several trucks and our goal is to fill them up!  The 
gleaning starts at 1:00 pm, so we'll meet at the 
church for carpooling at 12:15.  As a bonus, the 
Grant's Farm CSA (Community Supported 
Agriculture) is throwing a Harvest Fair the same 
afternoon. Gleaners are welcome to float between 
the gleaning and the fair. Please let Jim Greuel 
know if you plan to participate or if you have 
questions (jgreuel@comcast.net, 493-4991).  
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

The Deaconõs Bench 
 
 During these weeks of nonstop political ads 
and cable coverage of the campaigns, I've been 
trying to put into a nonpartisan perspective what 
casting our votes, on either side of the political 
fence, might be really about, in a Christian context.  
It's a tall order to try to sort this out, many would 
say.  But lately, I'm not seeing a whole lot of 
meaning in the coverage, which seems to be focused 
on either talking points, or the favorite media 
narrative of the moment. 
 
 At the same time, I'm also thinking about the 
upcoming holiday season, as we see cooler, and 
longer nights roll in, and kids plotting and planning 
their costumes for Halloween.  And we know that 
the minute Halloween has passed, Christmas in all 
its commercial glory will be rolled out to confront us 
in the stores.  We have all questioned what 
significance lies in the rituals we go through, in the 
lead up to this most elaborate of Christian holidays. 
 
 The other night, in a discussion of all of this, 
I happened to recall the simple phrase from the 
Christmas passage in Luke 2:14, "peace on earth, 
goodwill toward all."  I laugh when I realize that my 
mental imprint of this scripture is impossibly linked 
to Linus, from the short Christmas special "A 
Charlie Brown Christmas."  Linus reads this passage 
to all assembled, as they anticipate the coming of 
Christmas night, and the true meaning of the holiday 
season. The simplicity and charm of his reading acts 
as a foil to its significance. 
 
 For me, "peace on earth, goodwill toward 
all" is a very simple way of phrasing, in part, our 
hope for the future for ourselves, our families, and 
loved ones. Would this be something to reflect upon 
as we make our choices this election season? 
 
 Peace on earth is something for which we all 
fervently hope and pray.  The question of who might 
best help us to bring about that peace is complex, 
and, I think, deserving of some real investigation on 
our parts.  And spreading "goodwill toward all" is a 
goal that is also worthy of our thought and research, 
as it applies domestically and internationally.  What 
does it say that Fort Collins has substantial "hidden"  

 
 
poverty?  And what can be done about it, as we 
approach our choices of candidates on Nov. 4?  I 
guess what I'm proposing here is a bit of a reversal 
of what we always call "the Christmas spirit" into 
our thinking about this election cycle.  Goals that 
are larger than just our own personal ones are what 
I have in mind. 
 
 Whatever our thought process, buttressed 
by whatever information sources we choose to rely 
on, these choices as voters are so much more 
deserving of our real engagement than we can 
imagine. So let's roll up our sleeves and reflect on 
what we really believe in, as Christians, as we check 
those all important boxes on election day! 
 
    Debbie Hamilton 
    Deacon 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
Social Concerns Committee 
 
Grateful for Volunteers  
  

 Many of you have purchased King Soopers 
grocery cards which make it possible for the 
Plymouth Homelessness Prevention volunteers to 
give applicants extra dollars. To you we say thank 
you!  
  
 Food only certificates were recently 
purchased to avoid purchases for cigarettes, etc. 
Those who receive them are truly grateful. Donated 
gift cards or the certificates are given to persons 
who are on special diets or unable to benefit from 
the Larimer County Food Bank.  Volunteers may 
give up to $50 to applicants when covering a 
specific cost that could bring the applicant greater 
financial stability, e.g. utilities, prescriptions, or 
parts for car repair.  We add our deepest gratitude 
to the members of the Social Concerns Committee 
who make this all possible. 
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CHRISTIAN ED  

 
òYouth Ministry with a Missionó 

 
As I mentioned in my last article, I spent 

much of my summer study leave reading about, 
reflecting on, discussing, and praying for our youth 
ministry program at Plymouth.  Like any ministry 
at Plymouth, pausing periodically to re-asses 
mission and organization helps us stay focused on 
why we do what we do, in this case with our 
youth.  Further, the difficulty weõve had the past 
two years of finding persons willing to minister to 
our youth in Sunday school and youth group 
coupled with the sometimes scarce numbers of 
active high schoolers in both youth programs and 
worship suggests the need for evaluating our youth 
ministry. 

 
Iõm sure everyone would agree that our 

youth are important members of our community.  
No one would argue that a growing church needs 
a vibrant youth program.  But I think the special 
needs, unique abilities, and particular demands of 
youth are often overlooked in many faith 
communities.  Adolescents are not simply òyoung 
adults.ó  For instance, most adolescents encounter 
their first major crisis of faith in the years from 
junior to senior high. Checking out of the faith 
community when these crises strike only 
guarantees (for the most part) that they will not 
return as adults. Youth need parents to encourage 
them to stay engaged, a safe environment where 
they can wrestle with and challenge their faith, and 
the accepting presence of non-parental adults who 
love them unconditionally and have walked these 
paths themselves. They also need a faith 
community that welcomes them fully into the life 
of the church.  Youth who only know the walls of 
their youth room and the lives of other youth and 
youth ministers will find the òadultó world of 
worship and ministry foreign.  Again, they will not 
find the faith community relevant or meaningful as 
adults. 

 
We need to place our youth ministry 

always within the framework of Plymouthõs 
mission: òIt is our mission to worship God and 
help make God's realm visible in the lives of 
people, individually and collectively, especially as it 
is set forth in the life, teachings, death, and living  

 
 

 
presence of Jesus Christ.  We do this by inviting, 
transforming, sending."   Every aspect of our youth 
ministry should also be a reflection of our broader 

church's identity and mission. We must honestly 
reflect whether our classes and activities simply keep 
our youth busy or whether they nourish growing 
faith and Christian identity.  Do our service projects 
confuse social activism with social practices that 
point to the Christ of compassion?  Do our social 
events foster and explicitly name the goal of 
Christian fellowship and community?  Can we model 
for our youth an unapologetically Christian identity 
in a way that claims the power, passion, value, and 
joy of the Christian faith without excluding other 
truths and paths to God?  I think we can and often 
do all these things.  But I also think thereõs room for 
improvement. 

 
As we often say at Plymouth, òthis is the 

beginning of a conversation.ó  And it is.  It is a 
dialogue for ministers, parents, youth, and all 
members of our faith community.  I am teaching a 
confirmation class this year, and I promise these 
youth will be observing, listening, and making 
tentative steps to engage this community as they 
make the decision whether to join our community 
more fully.  They need to know they are valued as 
individuals with gifts who can be òagents of ministry 
more than objects of ministryó.  They need adults to 
òbelieve in them before there is any good reason to 
do so.  A 1991 report of the Carnegie Council on 
Adolescent Development found that significant 
adult-youth relationships forged in religious youth 
work had more positive impact on youth 
development than any other youth ministry delivery 
system.ó  Who believed in you when you were a 
youth?  Who affirmed your identity and offered you 
a safe space?  Who modeled the faith you wanted to 
have and helped you develop your faith?  Are you 
willing to return that favor to one of our youth? 

 
Shalom and blessings, 

 

Julie 
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Youth Education 
 
Goodness Gorillas 
    

 The Goodness Gorillas is a service group for 
Plymouth Church children in grades K-5.  This year 
we plan to meet about every other month to have a 
service project that will benefit our community.  In 
the past we have done projects like make blankets 
for the Linus Project, play Bingo at the Senior 
Center, rake leaves for people that need help, and 
clean up Spring Creek on Earth Day.  Our first 
group meeting is planned for October 5.  Please 
watch the Bulletin for details.  Also, we have an 
email list for coordinating our events.  Please contact 
Ben Slocumb (ben.slocumb@comcast.net, 225-
6446) if you are interested in participating and would 
like to receive upcoming notices. 
 
Trailblazers 
    

 In October our kids will be learning about 
the prophet Elisha.  They have just finished learning 
about Elijah so ask them to tell you the differences 
between the lives of these two prophets! 
 
Junior High Youth Group 
    

 Gayle Maroncelli is coordinating many junior 
high youth group events.  If you have questions, 
want to volunteer to help, or have ideas, contact her 
at nethouse22@comcast.net. Please also subscribe to 
the junior high email list from the Plymouth website. 
 
Oct 12th Sunday afternoon gleaning with Adult 
Goodness Gorillas; details to follow. 
 
Oct 17th   Friday pizza and ice-skating, meet at 
church at 5, return at 7:30 for pizza, pick up at 8:30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Senior High Youth Group 
  

 Hey, Sr. high youth!  I hope everyone is 
settling into their normally busy school 
schedules.  Thanks for those of you who came to 
Cold Stone with us in September.  Garrett said he 
was plenty full after that trip.  Also a special thanks 
to Jim who helped with the Backpacking trip that 
was held on Sep 27th, a smog-free and fracture-
free trek is always a plus. 

  
 For October we have a couple new events 
coming up. 
-The first is the ropes course at CSU on October 
5th 
-The second is a scary movie in the afternoon on 
October 17th (yes, you don't have school that day), 
after we will have pizza and refreshments before 
heading off to the corn maze...yes, prepare yourself, 
it's going to be sweet. 
  
 All of these depend on availability and a 
postcard will be sent out with further details: times 
places etc... so watch the mail boxes.  And if that's 
not enough harassment, you'll probably get called 
too. :) 
  
 Thanks all, 
  
 Aaron (McGrew) and the Sr. High Youth 
 Group leaders. 
 
   

Adult Education 
   

Forum Schedule 
    

Oct. 5: House District 53 race with Randy Fischer 
and Donna Gallup 
 
Oct. 12: State Senate race with Bob Bacon and 
Matt Fries 
 
Oct. 19: Congressional District 4 race with Betsy 
Markey and Marilyn Musgrave (Musgrave not 
confirmed) 
 
Oct. 26: League of Women Voters on the ballot 
issues. 
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CHRISTIAN ED  

Adult Studies 
 
September 14-October 19  

 
Living Peacefully in a Violent World 

with Connie Shelley 
(this class will be held in the East Wing Fireside 
Room) 
 During this interactive forum, Connie 
Shelley will help us identify where we are on the 
violence spectrum, learn to see hidden structural 
violence and its impacts, and find ways to put 
nonviolent power into action. 
 Connie Shelley has a BA in Divinity, is a 
leader with the Mountain State Mennonite 
Conference and serves on the executive board of the 
Geller Center.  We are fortunate to have her share 
her lifelong interest in promoting nonviolent 
activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Introduction to Celtic Spirituality  
with Bob Calhoun 

(this class will be held in the North Wing Adult Ed 
Room) 

While the rest of Western Christendom was 
wracked by barbarian invasions and social upheaval 
after the collapse of the Roman Empire, Celtic 
monasteries kept learning alive on the far western 
reaches of Europe and developed a distinctive 
theology and spirituality.  Celtic spirituality provides 
an approach to Christianity that is centered in 
reverence for the earth, the created worth of 
humanity, ministry to the poor, and rhythms of work 
and prayer.  The group will be using Philip Newellõs 
Listening to the Heartbeat of God. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
October 26 - November 30 

 
Basic Bible Literacy 

  
 Ever feel like you don't really know where 
to start when it comes to reading, studying, or 
understanding the Bible?  Want a basic 
roadmap?  This class is for you:  a once-over-
lightly of "the church's book."  We will spend a 
couple weeks getting acquainted with the Bible as a 
whole, and look at some of basic principles for 
studying it.  Then we will apply what we have 
learned to a single book of the Bible, to test drive 
our understandings.  We will use resources from 
TheThoughtfulChristian.com, which includes 
weekly class handouts.  (This course is designed for 
people without a lot of experience with the 
Bible; the Adult Ed committee is also working with 
Congregational Life to offer a more advanced 
survey course for an evening class this winter or 
spring.)  Class leaders Jamie Kepros and Mark Lee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parenting with Love and Logic  
by Foster Cline and Jim Fay 

with Jim and Jean Greuel 
 This study will be using the book Parenting 
with Love and Logic.  òThis well-known child 
psychiatrist has written a book to help parents raise 
kids who are self-confident, motivated, and ready 
for the world by teaching them responsibility and 
the logic of life by giving them the opportunity to 
solve their own problems from the earliest possible 
age.ó 

CHRISTIAN ED  
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Capital Campaign Update 
 
 It is now fall and our first capital campaign will be over in just six months!  Congratulations on 
our success so far, and letõs keep it going.  We want to finish this calendar year with strong giving and 
achieve our goal by the end of March.  Weõre doing it!  Thank you for your ongoing support. 
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PLYMOUTH PRAYERS  

Please keep these members and friends 
in your prayers.  

 
Recently in the Hospital: 
 
 John Collier 
    

 Ruth Jakubauskas 
 
 

Our Sympathy is with: 
 

Linda Garton on the death of her mother. 
   

Jana Thomas on the death of her mother. 
   

Ruth Long on the death of her mother. 
    

Scott Marsh on the death of his mother. 
    

Raym Geiss on the death of his father. 

Homelessness Prevention Initiative 
 
We ask you for your prayers each week: 
  

 For those who come to Plymouth for an 
interview which will determine eligibility for 
dollars from the Homelessness Prevention 
Initiative (HPI) to pay their rent. On a recent 
Monday, we conducted eight interviews ð 
including one person who had stage four cancer, 
another who had recently left the hospital, and one 
who had been involved in a car accident.  
 
 Prayers, also, for the thirteen (13) faithful 
Plymouth volunteers who speak to citizens in this 
community who are experiencing major financial 
challenges. Most of them have children. The work 
is heart-breaking, rewarding, and demanding. 
 
 If you have an interest in learning more or 
think you might want to be a part of this work, call 
Lorrie Wagner 223-2653 
 

Prayer for Childrenõs Sabbath 
 
October 19, 2008 
 
O God of the Children-at-Risk, hear their prayer: 
  
 Our lives are so fragile. 
 We want to live. 
 Many of us have been arrestedñat least 
 once. 
 Many of us have paid dearly for something we did 
 not do, 
  And even for following what  
  adults do. 
 We have no regular school attendance. 
 We barely have food. 
 Our clothes are torn. 
 We do not want to be always sick. 
 We want care, food, and schooling. 
 We get little affection. 
 Our mothers and fathers have no work or are in 
 jail. 
 Look at us, please listen to our pleas. 
  We want to live. 
  We want to live. 
 
O God of the Children at Risk, hear their prayer, 
 And open our hearts to them! 
 Let us become your transforming agents 
  To offer them hope, and  
  justice ,and life. 
In the name of your Child, Jesus, we pray. 

O God of the Children at Risk was written by 
Lutie O. Lee, Minister for Children and Families, 
Worship and Education Ministry Team, Local 
Church Ministries. 
 
Copyright 2008 Local Church Ministries, Worship 
and Education Ministry Team, United Church of 
Christ 
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LIFE & CARE  

Plymouth  
Congregational  

United Church of 
Christ  
 
AN OPEN &AFFIRMING 
CONGREGATION 

Gathered in 1903. 
www.plymouthucc.org 
plymouth@plymouthucc.org  
(970) 482-9212 

 

Church Staff  

 
The Rev. Hal Chorpenning 
   Senior Minister 
   hal@plymouthucc.org 
 
The Rev. Sharon Benton 
   Associate Minister for  
   Congregational Life & Care 
   sharon@plymouthucc.org 
 
The Rev. Julie Mavity 
Maddalena 
   Christian Ed Director 
   julie@plymouthucc.org 
 
Barbara Gregory 
   Church Secretary 
   barbara@plymouthucc.org 
 
Carrie Hanson 
    Music Director 
    carrie@plymouthucc.org 
 
Donna Solverud 
   Choir Director 
   donna@plymouthucc.org 
 
Jan Welch 
   Organist 
   jan@plymouthucc.org 
 
Alda Frucci 
   Custodian 
 
Tom Marsh 
    Sexton 
 
Newsletter Editor 
    placard@plymouthucc.org 

    

 Musical Mountaintop Experience 
How often, making music, 

we have found a new dimension in the world of sound, 
As worship moved us to a more profound Alleluia! 

-òWhen in Our Music God Is Glorifiedó hymn #561 
 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! 
-Psalm 100 

 
 From my vantage in worship, I recently watched a small child during a 
hymn. He stood tall on his pew, held his hymnal high with both small hands 
gripped tightly on either side, pure oneness with his congregation on his face, 
his mouth opened wide. I donõt know if actual words came out or if he simply 
made òa joyful noiseó to intertwine with our communal singing ð and it 
doesnõt really matter. He felt the music in and around him, and he chose to be 
a genuine participant in it and in our life together in worship. It was delightful 
to see. 
 
 For my continuing education time this summer I spent two weeks at 
Ring Lake Ranch in the Wyoming mountains. Our topic was òSaturday Night 
& Sunday Morning: Music and Spirituality Crossing-Overó with Emily & Don 
Saliers, authors of A Song to Sing, A Life to Live: Reflections on Music as Spiritual 
Practice. Don is a professor of Theology and Worship at Candler School of 
Theology at Emory University, and his daughter Emily is a part of the folk-
rock duo the Indigo Girls.  
 
 Our time in WY was marked by much singing. We sang new and old 
hymns as well as Emilyõs own songs. We engaged singing as a spiritual practice 
that can speak to the fullness of the human spiritõs experience of life: from 
ecstatic joy to the anguish of deep grieving and everything in between. We 
sang at work (washing dishes after every meal) and at play (hiking the 
mountain trails). We discussed how music can speak the language of our 
spiritual cores, as the "music of the spheres" speaks of God. We all sang ð 
from the 6 year olds to those in their 70s. The ability of our musical gifts didnõt 
matter; the desire of our spirits didé.just as in worship! 
 
 As you may have surmised, this was a true mountaintop experience for 
me - one I couldn't have imagined more beautifully or dreamed could be more 
sacred. All of the significant aspects of my life - Spirit-Song-Space-Love - came 
together in one place, one time. And joyfully, I need not be on retreat in rural 
Wyoming to have such an experience: all of the richness and diversity of 
music, all of the delight of singing with people of every age and every ability, 
all of the wonder of musicõs capacity to speak what words cannot ð all of this 
happens in worship when we allow for it. 
 
 So thank you for this opportunity, Plymouth ð and keep singing! 
Joyfully, 
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UCC NATIONAL TV AD CAMPAIGN 2008 
 
THANK YOU! WE DID IT!  
Steeples to Begin Airing Nationally on September 29 
 
 Thanks to the generous contributions of 
more than 1,200 individuals, churches, associations 
and conferences, the United Church of Christ will 
air its Steeples ad nationally from Monday, 
September 29 through Sunday, October 12. 
 
 With the ad airing on four prominent 
national cable networks ð CNN, Bravo, BET and 
TV One ð we anticipate reaching more than 10 
million people with the United Church of 
Christ's message of extravagant welcome, unity 
and hope. 
 
 To see the ad, go to: 
  www.ucc.org/allthepeople. 
 

   

 

 
PLACARD DEADLINE 

 
The next Placard deadline is October 20.  Please 
respect the deadline, keep articles as brief as 
possible (no more than 300 words), and include 
ôPlacardõ in the subject line. Thank you! 
 
Please send all articles to both addresses below:  
 
       placard@plymouthucc.org   
 

         barbara@plymouthucc.org 


