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WORSHIP F OR SEPTEMBER  

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ  

916 West Prospect Road Å Fort Collins, CO 80526 Å 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org Å plymouth@plymouthucc.org  

 
All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless otherwise noted 
Just remember:  9ð10ð11éeducation for all between worship 
 
 
 
September 7 
Jubilee Sunday! Communion at both services 
Remember, Restore, Renew 
Exodus 12:1-14* 
 
September 14 
Road to Freedom 
Exodus 12:1-14 
 
September 21 
Tensions in the Wilderness 
Exodus 16:2-15 

6:00 p.m. Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, followed 
by a simple supper 

 
September 28 
ONA Sunday ð A Welcome for All Abilities 
Godõs Sustaining Presence 
Exodus 17:1-7 
 
 
 
*please note that all Biblical texts are for personal meditation and do 
not necessarily reflect the reading for worship that Sunday 
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September 
 
 September begins on the 

same day of the week as December 

every year. This is because there 

are 91 days separating September 

and December, which is a multiple 

of 7 (the number of days in a 

week). 

 The Aster is Septemberõs 

flower. There are more than 250 

kinds of Aster. 
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FROM HALôS DESK 

 
BACK TO IRELAND      August 3, 2008 
 
 Since this is the third time Iõve visited 
Ireland in less than a year, the Immigration officers 
have started to become suspicious that Iõm trying to 
live here. Itõs true that I have a hard time staying 
away from Ireland, but Iõm just about ready for 
some dry Colorado summer weather. 
 
 For the most part, Iõve been visiting places I 
was introduced to last September with the Borg-
Crossan Pilgrimage, but having the chance to see 
them in a more in-depth way. I spent three days in 
Glendalough and visited some different church ruins 
and also hiked around the other side of the Upper 
Lake to see St. Kevinõs Bed (a cave where he went to 
pray alone, accessible only by boat). I also managed 
to have an evening swim in the Lower Lake on a 
relatively hot (70Á F) day, which wasnõt practical last 
September. I also found St. Kevinõs well (yep, 
another holy well!) and the ruins of St. Maryõs 
Church, which is hidden behind huge hedges and 
overgrown fuchsia. 
 
 Youõve heard of the Book of Kells (which 
was likely made on Iona), but on this sojourn, I 
actually paid a visit to Kells, which was a monastic 
settlement started by the monks from Iona, who fled 
there from the marauding Vikings who saw the Irish 
Sea as their source of wealth. The monks brought the 
Book of Kells to Kells for safekeeping, but they also 
were critical in the development of the great Irish 
high crosses. Archaeologist and art historian Peter 
Harbison writes, òKells is one of the most 
important, in fact probably the most important, High 
Cross site in the country, where the series of Irish 
Scripture Crosses may have been initiated.ó There is 
a round tower and intact high cross in the Church of 
Ireland churchyard, as well as a high cross that was 
never completed (which is interesting, in that it 
shows how the scripture panels were roughed in). 
And the partial market cross also is extraordinary. It 
shows the baptism of Christ as a small person, and 
the baptism is not in the River Jordan, but over the 
head, as Catholics and many mainline Protestants 
perform the sacrament. 
 
 Strange as it seems, Iõm still not tired of 
looking at these òsermons in stone,ó as they tell us  

 
what our Christian forbears a thousand years ago 
were emphasizing from the biblical record. There is  
also something wonderful about their relative age 
and the endurance of the art of both the 
stonemasons who carved them and the monks who 
designed them. Little if anything in our age has that 
kind of staying power. Perhaps permanence is not 
what we are called to as postmodern 
Christians...perhaps we are called to represent, even 
ephemerally, the presence of Christ for one 
another. 
 
    I am on Inish Mór in the Aran Islands, and 
this afternoon I spent an hour sitting alone 
meditating and painting in the church of St. Enda 
who had an academy here in the sixth century and 
which drew monastic students from across Europe 
in the so-called Dark Ages. Enda is long gone, and 
his academy vanished a thousand years ago. But his 
faithful witness and dedication to scholarship and 
learning is one of the reasons that Ireland was 
called the land of saints and scholars and that one 
author, at least, has claimed that the Irish saved 
civilization.  
 
 Perhaps we each have our moment to shine, 
as well. We may not build or be remembered in 
monuments of granite and marble, but maybe thatõs 
not what weõre called to as Christians. I wonder if 
our vocation is to be on a journey of faith and to 
love and support those who travel along the path 
with us each day. I wonder if we are called to be the 
bearers of Christõs light to those who are in the 
shadows. I wonder if we are called to use our 
intellectual and spiritual gifts to provide new 
insights for people today who are looking for a 
breed or type of Christian spirituality that denies 
neither the mind nor the soul, but ties head and 
heart together. 
 
 May we use our gifts and listen for the 
whispers of the Spirit. And may we devote 
ourselves, as St. Enda did, to creating opportunities 
for others to learn and to live faithfully. 
 
 I leave you with the Irish word for blessing: 
Beannacht! 
                                     -from Halõs Sabbatical blog 

http://web.me.com/plymouthucc/Site_3/Blog/Entries/2007/9/14_Entry_1.html
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

 
 

 

 
 
DONõT FORGET JUBILEE SUNDAY! 
September 7th 
 In September we will begin the new 
program year with a return to our 2-worship + 
education hour schedule. Itõs a celebration you 
wonõt want to miss, as it will also be Halõs first 
Sunday back from Sabbatical.  
 

   × 
 
CELEBRATE HALõS HOMECOMING! 
    

Monday, September 8 @ 6:30pm 
 Bring your best potluck! We will gather in 
the Fellowship Hall for a potluck meal.  Hal will 
share some of what he experienced on his 
Sabbatical Spiritual Journey. Let's make it fun for 
everyone by each of the Plymouth groups 
(Council, GAG, XYZ, Celtic Spirituality, etc.) 
contributing a little personal welcome.  It can be a 
song, poem, skit - something light and short to 
welcome Hal home.  Please sign up your group/
committee on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall so 
we can put a program agenda together.  Let's make 
this a grand welcome back for him so bring out 
your best potluck dish!  Please bring your own 
table service. 
 

   × 
 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
    

September 21  International Day of Prayer For 
Peace and UN International Day of Peace - page 
12.  
   

September 21 and 28  Voter Registration after 
both services at Plymouth - page  
 

   × 
 
September 26 - 27 Earthy Mysticism: Wisdom 
from the Christian Mystics and Poets - page  

 
PLYMOUTH MEN'S FELLOWSHIP  
 

September 20 help with the Church garage sale.  
    

October 24-26  PMF annual fall retreat - page 4 
     

    × 
    

WOMENõS FRIENDSHIP GROUP  
    

September 29 Potluck 
 

October  20  Book Discussion on The Faith 
Club 
      

November 11 FAITH TO FAITH: An Evening 
With The Authors" - First United Methodist 
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   × 
    
       

September 13 XYZ Fall Picnic - page 5. 
 

   × 

     
September 20 Church Garage Sale - page 16 
 

   × 
   

FALL FORUM CALENDAR  
   The Adult Education Committee will 
start off its Fall offerings, with candidate forums, 
to be held in the Adult Education Room at 10:00 
am. These forums are designed to give attendees 
an opportunity to meet the candidates and ask 
questions. On September 14, the House District 
52 race will be featured, with John Kefales and 
Bob McCluskey. September 21 will bring the 
County Commission race to Plymouth, with 
candidates Randy Eubanks, Steve Johnson, Roger 
Hoffman and Tom Donnelly. 
          On September 28, the Open and 
Affirming Committee will provide a presentation 
on Accessibility Issues. Candidate forums for 
State House and Senate will resume in October. 

November 23  Alternative Giving Fair  
   

Think about a charitable gift in honor of 
your family and friends this Christmas 
International causes wishing to participate in 
the Fair must apply to the Mission 
Committee before October 31.  Thank you. 
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FELLOWSHIP  

WOMENõS FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
 Our September event will be a Kickoff 
Potluck at 6 pm on Monday, September 
29.  Watch the bulletin for more details. 
 
     Our Womens Friendship Group would 
like to invite all the women of Plymouth Church 
to read The Faith Club.  Our meeting on, Mon. 
October 20th will be devoted to a discussion of 
the book.  For more information contact Paula 
Dille at 207-1977 or Marietta Zimmerman at 221-
5474. 
 
 There will also be three Free Previews of a 
Faith Club in Action in Fort Collins.  The dates 
are: Fri. 8/29/08, 8 p.m. at the Islamic Center of 
Fort Collins, 900 Peterson;  Weds 9/10/08 at 7 
pm at the First United Methodist Church, 1005 
Stover St.;  and Thurs 9/11/08 at 7 pm at 
Congregation Har Shalom, 725 Drake Rd. 
 
 Friendship Group was excited to learn that 
the authors of the book The Faith Club will be 
presenting "FAITH TO FAITH: An Evening 
With The Authors" on Tuesday evening 
November 11, 2008 at the First United Methodist 
Church in Fort Collins.  Authors Ranya Idliby, 
Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner, a Muslim, 
Çhristian and Jew respectively, wrote the book to 
include all of us in their search or understanding 
between these Faiths.  It has "spawned interfaith 
discussion groups in churches, temples, mosques, 
and other community settings".  Tickets for the 
program, book signing & light refreshment are $35 
and available at: WWW.FCFUMC.NET. The 
Book Rack (1801 S. College) will be stocking The 
Faith Club - if you mention that you are a member 
of Plymouth Women's Friendship Group, you can 
receive a 20% discount! 
 
   
  

PLYMOUTH MEN'S FELLOWSHIP  
 

 Our 20 Sep 08 meeting will be special in 
that we will be helping with the Plymouth Church 
garage sale. We will meet early to help set up for 
the sale plus we will fix and serve breakfast to 
garage sale workers (including ourselves). Plan 
now to attend and help with this important 
Plymouth event. Watch the bulletin for more 
details. 
.  The PMF annual fall retreat is Friday 
MEN OF PLYMOUTH; SAVE THE DATE , 
24 Oct through noon Sunday, 26 Oct 2008 at 
the Sunshine Mountain Inn near Allenspark, CO. 
Plans are well under way for an exciting & 
enjoyable retreat with food, fellowship, study & 
worship. Make plans now to attend. 

HEY PARENTS!  
 Is anyone interested in coming together 
for a "Parents of Young Kids" gathering? If we 
have a few folks who respond, we'll see what a 
small group of us would like/need as we spend 
some time together. No agenda, just curious!  
Contact Rev. Sharon if you're interested 
(sharon@plymouthucc.org or 482-9212). 

WIDOWS & WIDOWERS 
 If you would like to explore the idea of 
getting together with others who have lost a 
spouse or partner, please contact Rev. Sharon at 
the church or by email (482-9212 or 
sharon@plymouthucc.org). 

GET A GRIP (GAG) 
 This fun social group for anyone in the 
church will be attending the ôMostliesõ             
pre-election show at the Lincoln Center on 
Sunday, Nov 2 at 7 p.m.  This will be a musical 
parody show regarding election issues.   Tickets 
are $12 each and I will purchase some blocks of 
seats for us.  Please let me know as soon as 
possible if you would like to go at 221-5474. 
            Marietta Zimmerman 

HOW ABOUT ALL -AGES GAME NIGHT? 
 La Foret gave many of us the opportunity 
to learn a fun card game. If you would like to get 
together with for monthly Mao (no experience 
necessary, just a happy attitude),  
please contact Elizabeth Pendleton  
 
 
(461-1722 or placard@plymouthucc.org).   

mailto:sharon@plymouthucc.org
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XYZ  - September 13, 2008 
  
 XYZ will meet for their annual fall picnic 
5:00 PM, Saturday September 13, 2008 at the 
Warren Shores Pool.  Grills will be available, bring 
your own meat to grill.  Bring Salad, Vegetable or 
Dessert for eight people. Drinks will be furnished. 
See the Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall for the 
signup sheet. 
 The picnic will be held at the Warren 
Shores Pool located at 3715 North Star Course.  
To drive to the pool take Horsetooth Road East 
from College Ave. to North Star Course, this is the 
first right turn East of the Stover Stop light.  
Alternatively take Horsetooth Road West from 
Lemay Ave. to the second left and enter the 
Warren Shores area.  The Pool is located on the 
right side of North Star Course just beyond the 
intersection with Warren Landing. 
 For further information call Marguerite or 
Paul Ohland 219-8101. 
 
 

THE SERVANT  

SMALL GROUP BOOK STUDY 
 
 "Stretch Out Your Hand, Exploring 
Healing Prayer" by Tilda Norberg and Robert D. 
Webber. The authors' emphasis is on God's desire 
for our wholeness and wellness of body, mind and 
spirit rather than on physical cure alone......... 
 
 "Whenever we are open to God, some 
kind of healing takes place, because God yearns to 
bring us to wholeness."  Pg. 26  
 
 A group will meet to discuss this book and 
also to discern what shape an intentional healing 
prayer ministry might take at Plymouth. 
Wednesdays 11:30-1:00, October 1-November 5.  
Bring your lunch if you like.  Sharon has 2 extra 
copies of the book.   
 
 Please see Sharon  or Jean Preslan if you 
are interested. (jdpreslan@cs.com; 970-278-0261 
after Sept. 7 
 
 All are welcome.book 
 

FELLOWSHIP                            SH ARING  

  X- Y- Z 

http://adsfree01.mail.com/scripts/mail/compose.mail?compose=1&.ob=1bdbb5e1c85d66636ec4c66a86f928ecc86bc1fc&composeto=jdpreslan%40cs.com
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

THE DEACONõS BENCH       
   

 This is a personal story about our family, 
in particular about a daughter losing a baby girl 
after 41 days in the hospital four years ago.  My 
daughter said she òlost her faithó, unable to 
understand how God could take away her baby 
after several miscarriages (she had a 4-year old son 
at the time). 
 Six months later she discovered a 
malignant lump in her breast which required 
extensive surgery followed by chemo.  She said her 
attitude changed completely ð she no longer 
blamed God;  in fact she needed her faith to keep 
her alive, to have the will power to fight.  Also her 
husband and son got her through it, together with 
extended family and friends.  
 Because of the surgery, she could no 
longer become pregnant.  She and her husband 
decided to try adoption at the state level by 
attending classes to become a certified foster 
family.  They also decided to return to a church, 
guided by a couple who were her church youth 
counselors when she was a teenager.  At the new 
church they met a foster family with a newborn 
baby girl.  To make a long story short, they 
became foster parents of that baby nine months 
later and adopted her after another year. 
 We think about the above amazing chain 
of events often.  We are so proud of our daughter, 
her husband and presently 8-year old grandson, 
plus of course, the addition of a wonderful 
granddaughter.  Some folks might say this all could 
have happened without church involvement; 
however, most everyone in our family would say 
they definitely felt Godõs presence and blessing 
throughout. 
              Jerry Clough 

SOCIAL CONCERNS                    
 

Sock and Mitten Drive 
 The Social Concerns Committee will again 
hold its annual Sock and Mitten drive for Irish 
School children. Most needed items are small and 
medium girls and boys underwear and socks and 
mittens. There will be containers in the Fellowship 
Hall for contributed items. Thank you for your 
support of needy children. 
    I had an email today from the teacher I 
coordinate with at Irish. She said there is a need 
for belts- apparently the parents buy large sizes of 
pants thinking that boys will grow into them but 
the boys have no belts and without underwear 
underneath it is embarrassing when the pants fall 
down.!!!Also, I don't know whether or not I said 
the drive will last all of September.  
 The Bennett IB World Elementary School 
fund drive for school supplies for needy students 
resulted in the committee's being able to provide 
five packets of supplies for grades k-6. Committee 
members bought supplies, packed them into 
packets ,and delivered the packets to the school. 
The committee thanks the congregation for its 
support. Thanks!  
     Mary Shultz 
 
PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
 
REGISTER  TO  VOTE  AT  PLYMOUTH 
 Voter Registration will be provided in the 
social hall on September 21 and 28 after both 
services. (10-10:30 a.m., noon-12:30 p.m.) Changes 
of name, address and party affiliation can be done 
here as well as new registrations.  Applications for 
mail-in ballots, which offer much convenience, will 
also be accepted. 
 A driver's license number or the last four 
digits of Social Security Number are needed to 
complete the forms, but a photo ID is not 
necessary.  A current voter registration card is not 
needed to make changes or request a mail-in 
ballot.  October 6 is the last day to register for the 
November 4 General Election. 
 Registration and changes will be handled 
by a non-partisan team of trained volunteers from 
the League of Women Voters.  Thanks to the 
League, and to Linda Mahan and Mark Lee for 
their initiatives on the project. 
    Margaret Smith 

2008 Election Calendar 
    

    
 

October 6 Last day to register for General 
Election 
    

October 20-31 General Election early voting  
      

October 28 Last day to apply for mail-in ballot for 
General Election if ballot is mailed to you 
     

October 31 Last day to apply in person for 
General Election mail-in ballot 
     

November 4 General Election 
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COMMITTEE UPDATES  

HEALTH MINISTRIES TEAM  
 
 We will be celebrating Disabilities Sunday 
on September 28.  Please join us on that day 
during the Adult Forum time to dedicate the new 
handicap accessible preschool playground.  We 
will also have a special worship service on that day. 
Much care was given during our remodel to make 
our church more accessible for those with 
disabilities of all kinds.  Some changes were not 
possible because of the existing structure of the 
church.   
 
Some recent changes include:  
 
*Ramp to the chancel area.  A person in a 
wheelchair would need help with the door to the 
ramp.  An automatic door could not be installed 
there.  
  

*Automatic door openers at the north and east 
entrances.  
    

*Hard floors or carpet in the sanctuary that is 
easier to roll on for those in wheelchairs.  
     

*Large print bulletins.  
   

*Gluten free crackers on the communion trays. 
    

*Accessible restroom in the north wing.  
 

*Entrance ramp and handrails on the north side.  
 

*Some indented pews making room for 
wheelchairs and walkers. 
   

*More handicap parking spaces and increased 
awareness of the need to leave parking spaces 
closer to the church for those with mobility issues. 
 

*improved lighting in the sanctuary.  
  

*improved hearing assistance devices and 
improved acoustics in the sanctuary. 
    

Look for our new Disabilities Policy in September 
bulletins.  If you have special needs, please let one 
of the Parish Nurses or Program Staff know of 
your needs.  We all continue to work on more 
inclusive attitudes toward those with special needs, 
knowing that we are all only temporarily able 
bodied.  
 
     Marietta Zimmerman, Parish Nurse 
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CHRISTIAN ED  

 
òHere Am Ió 

 
 One of the study leave books I read this 
summer, The Godbearing Life, explores youth 
ministry and our call to not only love and support 
our youth as they are but also to empower and 
inspire them to find their own particular missions 
in life, sharing the love of God in the world and in 
our community.  The authors used a biblical 
example as a framework for this process, and I 
thought it offered a great paradigm for all of us in 
this faith community.  Especially as we begin a 
new program year in which many of you are at this 
moment getting phone calls asking for your help 
implementing the mission of your church. 
 The model is the exchange between the 
angel Gabriel and Mary as Mary is asked to bear a 
son who will spend his life radiating the love of 
God in every sphere he encounters.  Gabrielõs first 
words to Mary affirm her as a beloved child of 
God.  òGreetings, favored one!  The Lord is with 
you.ó  So it is with each of us.  As we either begin 
our relationships with God or just continue taking 
steps in our faith journeys, the first element is 
recognizing and accepting the simple, fierce love 
of God.  Before anything else, we should relax and 
bask in this incredible, unconditional warmth.  
And we should continually come back to this Love 
since we often get caught up in our ministries and 
neglect the life-giving reality of Godõs love for 
each of us. 
 And then comes the re quest, or the 
mission.  As lovely as it feels to enjoy the favor of 
God, the story continues.  God makes requests.  
In Maryõs case, the request involved public shame, 
pregnancy, childbirth, and raising a child.  And 
Mary said yes.  The authors of the book I read 
made an interesting point: Mary might not have 
been the first woman approached about this 
mission, she was simply the one who said yes.  
Okay, she likely was the only one approached, but 
the possibility highlights our free agency in 
accepting Godõs missions for each of us. 

God calls each of us to share Godõs love in 
our communities in response to Godõs love for us.  
But what does that look like for you?  Clearly, in 
order for our church to function and flourish, all 
members must have some role, or mission, within 
it.  What are you being asked to do in response to  

 
 
 
the love and affirmation you have received in the 
Plymouth community (which is the love of God 
embodied)?  Let me be clear, though.  Being asked 
to do something does not mean that ministry is the 
one to which God is calling you, the one to which 
you are fitted and gifted.  Each of us must take the 
time to discern where we will serve.  And I think the 
message from the model of Gabriel and Mary is that 
before we can know and respond to our particular 
mission, here in the church or in the broader 
community, we must first say òyesó to Godõs love.  
òFavored one.  God is with you.ó  Then we can 
respond with, òHere am I, the servant of God.  Let 
it be.ó 

May Godõs blessings and wisdom fill you as 
you know Godõs love for you deep in your soul and 
as you seek to respond to that love in your life and 
in this church. 

 

Julie 

 



Page 9  

YOUTH NEWS  

YOUTH UPDATE  

 Have you wondered what the Plymouth 
youth have accomplished this summer?  I am happy 
to report they have given generously of their 
summer time to help those in need in Denver and 
Fort Collins. 

 In June, 11 youth and 5 adults from 
Plymouth traveled to Denver and participated once 
again in Denver  Urban Ministries amazing mission 
program.  This summer the focus was "being in 
community."  The youth found themselves "in 
community" eating along side Denver's homeless in 
a church basement and interacting with 
neurologically impaired adults at a day center.  It was 
a very hardworking trip where youth painted a 
house, helped with a meal for 700 people, sorted 
clothing, cleaned kitchens and weeded a community 
garden.  At each site we learned about the work of 
these amazing organizations and churches that are 
doing so much to provide a better life for people in 
Denver.  DENUM (Denver Urban Ministries) 
offered us a taste of homelessness with interactive 
experiences. These experiences open our eyes to the 
real barriers faced by those in need. 

 We were graciously housed at Grace UCC in 
Denver. We slept on the top floor of this cozy older 
church. They allowed us to use their beautiful 
sanctuary for devotional time. The youth found the 
church lent itself fabulously to sardines.  The adults 
considered locating showers in Wash Park a major 
score! 

 Here in Fort Collins we have served at the 
mission, worked at the food bank and relaxed with 
hiking, 'smores, a barbeque and yard games. 

 I was challenged by the volunteer 
coordinator at Northern Catholic Charities to total 
our volunteer hours and add a dollar value. Her 
estimation is $28/hour per volunteer. So here it  

 

goes, to the best of my math calculations and hazy 
memory, 292 volunteer hours multiplied by $28 
for a grand total of $8,176. 

 A huge thank you to all the parents and 
adult volunteers who made these experiences 
possible for our youth.  Thank you to the 
congregation for their ongoing support of youth 
activities.   

 Our youth are the church of tomorrow! 

          Sue Rutherford 

 

 

 

 

 

Give The Youth a Thank You!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Work!!! 
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ADULT EDUCATION ADULT EDUCATION 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  

Capital Campaign Update 
 
Sometimes, it seems like weõve been enjoying our new digs for years.  But it was just last September that 
construction was largely completed on the Administration and North Wings, while work continued on the 
Sanctuary, West Wing, and parking lot.  Your continuing support of Plymouth is much appreciated! 
 

 


