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for

Justrememi3@&i@I& educati on

September 7

Jubilee Sunday! Communion at both services
Remember, Restore, Renew

Exodus 12:14*

September 14
Road to Freedom
Exodus 1214

September 21
Tensions in the Wilderness
Exodus 16:45
6:00 p.m.Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, follg
by a simple supper

September 28

ONA Sundayd A Welcome for All Abilities

Godds Sustaining Presence
Exodus 17

*please note that all Biblical texts are for personal meditation
not necessarily reflect the reading for worship that Sunday

All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless otheywise noted
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FROM HALGS DESK

BACK TO IRELAND August 3, 2008  what our Christian forbears a thousand years ago
were emphasizing from the biblical record. There is
Since this is the talsdsonethihgworeerful abow their relsitive aged
Ireland in less than a year, the Immigration officemad the endurance of the art of both the
have started to becometoremasgnswho aamnesl théenhaad the ménks wha vy i

Il ive here. I t ds tr ue tdasmredthemhLdtle i€anyhing ia sudage hasthat s t
away from I rel and, b u tkindobstayijg posver. Parbbapsyermaneneedsyot f o r
somedryColorado summer weather. what we are called to as postmodern

Christians...perhaps we are called to represent, even

For the most part, ephémerllylhe prasence oCGhrisiforgne pl ac e ¢
was introduced to last September with the-Borg another.
Crossan Pilgrimage, but having the chance to see
them in a more tdepth way. | spent three days in | am on Inish Moér in the Aran Islands, and
Glendalougfand visited some different church ruittss afternoon | spent an hour sitting alone
and also hiked around the other side of the Uppaneditating and painting in the church of St. Enda
Lake to see St. Kevi ndwvohBdeadacfddemyherevirethewikitrecentury anel  w e
pray alone, accessible only by boat). | also manageidh drew monastic students from across Europe
to have an evening swim in the Lower Lake on ain the secalled Dark Ages. Enda is long gone, and
relatively hot (70A F)hisdcadgmy vanishedathowsand yedrs agop Bushist i

September. I al so f ou rathfubwitnesskred dedinafion to wchdlalship(apde p |,
another holy well !) anredrninghseneofuhe reasons that IRlandwada r y 0 s
Church, which is hidden behind huge hedges andalled the land of saints and scholars and that one
overgrown fuchsia. author, at least, has claimed that the Irish saved
civilization.
Youdbve heard of the Book of Kells (which
was likely made on lona), but on this sojourn, | Perhaps we each have our moment to shine,

actually paid a visit to Kells, which was a monastas well. We may not build or be remembered in
settlement started by the monks from lona, whoflekd nu ment s of granite and
there from the marauding Vikings who saw thelnslot what wedre called to
Sea atheisource of wealth. The monks brought tber vocation is to be on a journey of faith and to

Book of Kells to Kells for safekeeping, but they alsee and support those who travel along the path

were critical in the development of the great Irishwith us each day. | wonder if we are called to be the
high crosses. Archaeologist and art historian Petere ar er s of Chri st ds | ight
Har bi son writes, 0Kel Isksadows | wonder if wefare taled to omse sut
important, in fact probabllgemost important, High intellectual and spiritual gifts to provide new

Cross site in the country, where the series of Irisimsights for people today who are looking for a
Scripture Crosses may bteedworaypdoé@hristian spirittalityathacdénieé T h ¢
a round tower and intact high cross in the Churcimether the mind nor the soul, but ties head and

Ireland churchyard, as well as a high cross that vkasrt together.

never completed (which is interesting, in that it

shows how the scripture panels were roughed in). May we use our gifts and listen for the

And the partial market cross also is extraordinaryvhtispers of the Spirit. And may we devote

shows the baptism of Christ as a small person, aoarselves, as St. Enda did, to creating opportunities
the baptism is not in the River Jordan, but over tifier others to learn and to live faithfully.

head, as Catholics and many mainline Protestants

perform the sacrament. | leave you with the Irish word for blessing:
Beannacht!
Strange as It seems, I Om stidftomoHalkds eBable
| ooking at these Osermons in stone, 0 as they tc¢
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http://web.me.com/plymouthucc/Site_3/Blog/Entries/2007/9/14_Entry_1.html

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 2t elp with the Church garage séle.

I I PLYMOUTH MEN'S FELLOWSHIP

October 2426 PMF annual fall retreapage 4

X

DONGT FORGET JUBI!ILEE JWOMENGS FRI ENDSHI P d@ROUP

September 7

In September we will begin the new September ZPotluck
program year with a return to oew@rship + October 20Book Discussion ofihe Faith
education hour schedulfClub n yol

wonot want to MHasds 449

Sunday back from Sabbatical November 1FAITH TO FAITH: An Evening

With The AuthorsFirst United Methodist
Page 4

X
X

CELEBRATE HALGOGS HOMEC{

Monday, September 8 @ 6.30pm

Bring your best potluck! We will gather in
the Fellowship Hall for a potluck medal will
share some of what he experienced on his
Sabbatical Spiritual Journey. Let's make it fun fo x

everyone by each of the Plymouth groups
\ . S FALL FORUM CALENDAR
(Council, GAG, XYZ, Celtic Spirituality, etc.) The Adult Education Committee will

contributing a little personal welcorttezan be a start off its Fall offerings, with candidate forugps
song, poem, skisomething light and short to to be held in the Adult Education Room at 'I 00

welcome Hal homeRlease sign up your group/ Th ; desianed 1o ai it
committee on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall sd am. 1hese forums are designed to give attefjiees
an opportunity to meet the candidates and affk

we can put a program agenda togettadts make . |
this a grand welcome back for him so bring out apuesiolis. Lipieoer Jidre [House D'Smc

: - 52 race will be featured, with John Kefales ajfjd
%/;)gjlgt;isr;[/iréztluck disitlease bring your own Bob McCluskeyseptember 24vill bring the

County Commission race to Plymouth, with
candidates Randy Eubanks, Steve Johnson||Roger
Hoffman and Tom Donnelly.
PEACE WITH JUSTICE _On September 28the Open and

Affirming Committee will provide a presentaffpn
September 21International Day of Prayer For on Accessibility Issues. Candidate forums fo
Peace and UN International Day of Pepegje State House and Senate will resume in Octdper.
12.

September 21 and 29 oter Registration after November 23 Alternative Giving Fair
both services at Plymouthage

September 1XYZ Fall Picnic page 5.

X

September 2&hurch Garage Salpage 16

X

Think about a charitable gift in honor of
your family and friends this Christmas
International causes wishing to participatellin
the Fair must apply to the Mission
Committee before October 31. Thanky

X

September 26 27Earthy Mysticism: Wisdom
from the Christian Mystics and Pogiage
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FELLOWSHIP

WOMENOGOS FRI ENDSHI P GR

up

Our September event will be a Kickoff
Potluck at 6 pm on Monda§eptember
29 Watch the bulletin for more details.

Our Womens Friendship Group would
like to invite all the women of Plymouth Church
to readThe Faith ClubOur meeting on, Mon.

WIDOWS & WIDOWERS

If you would like to explore the idea of
getting together with others who have lost a
spouse or partner, please contact Rev. Sharg
the church or by email (48212 or
sharon@plymouthucc.org).

n at

October 2@ will be devoted to a discussion of
the book.For more information contact Paula
Dille at 2071977 or Marietta Zimmerman at 221
5474,

There will also be three Free Previews of
Faith Club in Action in Fort Collinhe dates
are: Fri. 8/29/08, 8 p.m. at the Islamic Center of
Fort Collins, 900 Petersoweds 9/10/08 at 7
pm at the First United Methodist Church, 1005
Stover St.and Thurs 9/11/08 at 7 pm at
Congregation Har Shalom, 725 Drake Rd.

Friendship Group was excited to learn that

the authors of the bodkhe Faith Clulwill be
presenting "FAITH TO FAITH: An Evening

With The Authors" on Tuesday evening
November 112008 at the First United Methodist
Church in Fort CollinsAuthors Ranya Idliby,
Suzann®liver, and Priscilla Warner, a Muslim,

PLYMOUTH MEN'S FELLOWSHIP

Our 20 Sep 08 meeting will be special in

that we will be helping with the Plymouth Church

arage sale. We will meet early to help set up for
he sale plus we will fix and serve breakfast to
garage sale workers (including ourselves). Plan
now to attend and help with this important
Plymouth event. Watch the bulletin for more
details.
. The PMF annual fall retreatigaday
MEN OF PLYMOUTH; SAVE THE DATE
24 Oct through noon Sunday, 26 Oct 2088
the Sunshine Mountain Inn near Allenspark, CO.
Plans are well under way for an exciting &
enjoyable retreat with food, fellowship, study &

J

worship. Make plans now to attend.

Christian and Jew respectively, wrote the book t(
include all of us in their search or understanding
between these Faithis has "spawned interfaith

discussion groups in churches, temples, mosqugs;

and other community settinggickets for the
program, book signing & light refreshment are $3
and available at: WWW.FCFUMC.NET. The
Book Rack (1801 S. Collegél) be stockin@he
Faith Club if you mention that you are a member
of Plymouth Women's Friendship Group, you can

HOW ABOUT ALL -AGES GAME NIGHT?
La Foret gave many of us the opportugity
to learn a fun card game. If you would like to [get
ogether with for monthly Mao (no experiencsd
ecessary, just a happy attitude),
lease contact Elizabeth Pendletor, =, ,
*
X3
(4621722 or placard@plymouthucc.org).

* 3 (

receive a 20% discount!

HEY PARENTS!
Is anyone interested in coming together
for a "Parents of Young Kids" gathering? If wg
have a few folks who respond, we'll see whafa
small group of us would like/need as we spenjd
some time together. No agenda, just curious!
Contact Rev. Sharon if you're interested
(sharon@plymouthucc.org or 48212).

GET A GRIP (GAG)

This fun social group for anyone in the
church wil/l be attendi
pre-election show at the Lincoln Center on
Sunday, Nov 2 at 7 p.mThis will be a musical
parody show regarding election issues. Tickets
are $12 each and | will purchase some blocks of
seats for us. Please let me know as soon as
possible if you would like to go at-B2Y4.

Marietta Zimmerman

ng
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FELLOWSHIP SH ARING

THE SERVANT
XYZ -September 13, 2008

XYZ will meet for their annual fall picnic
5:00 PM, Saturday September 13, 2008 at the
Warren Shores Pool. Grills will be available, bring
your own meat to grill. Bring Salad, Vegetable or
Dessert for eight people. Drinks will be furnished.
See the Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall for the
signup sheet.

The picnic will be held at the Warren SMALL GROUP BOOK STUDY
Shores Pool located at 3715 North Star Course.
To drive to the pool take Horsetooth Road East Healin
from College Ave. to North Star Course, this is thgopp
first right turn East of the Stover Stop light.
Alternatively take Horsetooth Road West from
Lemay Ave. to the second left and enter the
Warren Shores area. The Pool is located on the
right side of North Star Course just beyond the kind of
intersection with Warren Landing.

For further information call Marguerite or
Paul Ohland 218101.

"Stretch Out Your Hand, Exploring

g Prayer" by Tilda Norberg and Robert D.
er. The authors' emphasis is on God's desire
for our wholeness and wellness of body, mind and
spirit rather than on physical cure alone.........

"Whenever we are open to God, some
healing takes place, because God yearns to
bring us to wholenessPg. 26

A group will meet to discuss this book and
also to discern what shape an intentional healing
prayer ministry might take at Plymouth.

X-Y-2Z Wednesdays 11:3®0,0October ENovember 5.
Bring your lunch if you like. Sharon has 2 extra
copies of the book.

Please see Sharon or Jean Preslan if you
are interested. (jdpreslan@cs.com2920261
after Sept. 7

All are welcome.book
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

THE DEACONGS BENCH SOCIAL CONCERNS
This is a personal story about our family, Sock and Mitten Drive
in particular about a daughter losing a baby girl The Social Concerns Committee will again

after 41 days in the hospital four years ago. My hold its annual Sock and Mitten drive for Irish
daughter said she 01l os$choblehildreh.dMost neated itams ardsimall arido
understand how God could take away her baby medium girls and boys underwear and socks and
after several miscarriages (she hagardbld son  mittens. There will be containers in the Fellowship

at the time). Hall for contributed items. Thank you for your

Six months later she discovered a support of needy children.
malignant lump in her breast which required | had an email today from the teacher |
extensive surgery followed by chemo. She said havordinate with at Irish. She said there is a need
attitude changed completélghe no longer for belts apparently the parents buy large sizes of

blamed God; in fact she needed her faith to keeppants thinking that boys will grow into them but
her alive, to have the will power to fight. Also herthe boys have no belts and without underwear
husband and son got her through it, together withunderneath it is embarrassing when the pants fall

extended family and friends. down.!!!Also, | don't know whether or not | said
Because of the surgery, she could no the drive will last all of September.

longer become pregnant. She and her husband The Bennett IB World Elementary School

decided to try adoption at the state level by fund drive for school supplies for needy students

attending classes to become a certified foster  resulted in the committee's being able to provide
family. They also decided to return to a church, five packets of supplies for gradés €ommittee
guided by a couple who were her church youth members bought supplies, packed them into
counselors when she was a teenager. At the newpackets ,and delivered the packets to the school.
church they met a foster family with a newborn The committee thanks the congregation for its
baby girl. To make a long story short, they support. Thanks!
became foster parents of that baby nine months Mary Shultz
later and adopted her after another year.

We think about the above amazing chain PEACE WITH JUSTICE
of events often. We are so proud of our daughter,
her husband and presentlyeéir old grandson, REGISTERTO VOTE AT PLYMOUTH

plus of course, the addition of a wonderful Voter Registration will be provided in the
granddaughter. Some folks might say this all coussbcial hall oSeptember 21 and 2&ter both
have happened without church involvement; serviceq10-10:30 a.m., noel2:30 p.m.LChanges

however, most everyone in our family would say of name, address and party affiliation can be done
they definitely felt Ghecéaswelpasrew egstatidplinationdfdre s s i r
throughout. maikin ballots, which offer much convenience, will
Jerry Clough  also be accepted.
A driver's license number or the last four

2008 Election Calendar digits of Social Security Number are needed to
complete the forms, but a photo ID is not
necessaryA current voter registration card is not

October 6Last day to register for General ) .
needed to make changes or request-anmail

Election : ;

_ ) ballot. October 6 is the last day to register for the
October 2031 General Election early voting November 4 General Election.
October 28Last day to apply for mdil ballot for Registration and changes will be handled
General Election if ballot is mailed to you by a norpartisan team of trained volunteers from

General Election madit ballot League, and to Linda Mahan and Mark Lee for

October 31Last day to apply in person @ the League of Women Votef&hanks to the
) their initiatives on the project.
November 4General Election Margaret Smith
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

HEALTH MINISTRIES TEAM

We will be celebrating Disabilities Sunday
on September 28 Please join us on that day
during the Adult Forum time to dedicate the new
handicap accessible preschool playground. We
will also have a special worship service on that day.
Much care was given during our remodel to make
our church more accessible for those with
disabilities of all kinds. Some changes were not
possible because of the existing structure of the
church.

Some recent changes include:

*Ramp to the chancel area. A person in a
wheelchair would need help with the door to the
ramp. An automatic door could not be installed
there.

*Automatic door openers at the north and east
entrances.

*Hard floors or carpet in the sanctuary that is
easier to roll on for those in wheelchairs.

*Large print bulletins.

*Gluten free crackers on the communion trays.
*Accessible restroom in the north wing.
*Entrance ramp and handrails on the north side.

*Some indented pews making room for
wheelchairs and walkers.

*More handicap parking spaces and increased
awareness of the need to leave parking spaces
closer to the church for those with mobility issues.

*improved lighting in the sanctuary.

*improved hearing assistance devices and
improved acoustics in the sanctuary.

Look for our new Disabilities Policy in September
bulletins. If you have special needs, please let one
of the Parish Nurses or Program Staff know of
your needs. We all continue to work on more
inclusive attitudes toward those with special needs,
knowing that we are all only temporarily able
bodied.

Marietta Zimmerman, Parish Nurse
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CHRISTIAN ED

OHere Am | 6

One of the study leave books | read this the love and affirmation you have received in the
summerThe Godbearing Eitelores youth Plymouth community (which is the love of God
ministry and our call to not only love and suppogmbodied)? Let me be clear, though. Being asked
our youth as they are but also to empower and to do something does not mean that ministry is the
inspire them to find their own particular mission®ne to which God is calling you, the one to which
in life, sharing the love of God in the world and iyou are fitted and gifted. Each of us must take the
our community. The authors used a biblical  time to discern where we will serve. And | think the
example as a framework for this process, and | message from the model of Gabriel and Mary is that
thought it offered a great paradigm for all of us ihefore we can know and respond to our particular
this faith community. Especially as we begin a mission, here in the church or in the broader

new program year in which many of you are atthi® mmuni ty, we must first ¢
moment getting phone calls asking foryourhel Favor ed one. TheGwedani s wi t
implementing the mission of your church. respond with, oHere am |,

The model is the exchange betweenthei t be. 6
angel Gabriel and Mary as Mary is askedtobeara May Goddés bl essings anc

son who will spend his life radiating the loveof you know Godds | ove for vy
God in every spher e hasyeauseebhtorsspandtsthatlov6ia youriifednd s f
words to Mary affirm her as a beloved child of in this church.

God. 0Greetings, favored one! The Lord is wit
you. O So it is with eactj i us. As we either
our relationships with God or just continue taking Lﬂ e

steps in our faith journeys, the first element is
recognizing and accepting the simple, fierce love
of God. Before anything else, we should relax and
bask in this incredible, unconditional warmth.
And we should continually come back to this Love
since we often get caught up in our ministries and
neglectthelifgi vi ng real ity of Godds | ove for
each of us.
And then comes the gaest, or the
mission. As lovely as it feels to enjoy the favor of
God, the story continues. God makes requests.
Il n Maryds case, the request involved public she
pregnancy, childbirth, and raising a child. And
Mary said yes. The authors of the book | read
made an interesting point: Mary might not have
been the first woman approached about this
mission, she was simply the one who said yes.
Okay, she likelyaghe only one approached, but
the possibility highlights our free agency in

accepting Godds missilons for each of wus.
God calls each of |us to share Godds | ovje in
our communities in response to Godds | ove |for

But what does that look like for you? Clearly, in
order for our church to function and flourish, all
members must have some role, or mission, within
it. What are you being asked to do in response.to
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YOUTH UPDATE

Have you wondered what the Plymouth goes, to the best of my math calculations and hazy
youth have accomplished this sumnher® happy memory292 volunteer hoursnultiplied by $28
to report they have given generously of their ~ for a grand total of $8,176.
summer time to help those in need in Denver and A huge thank you to all the parents and

Fort Collins. adult volunteers who made these experiences
In June, 11 youth and 5 adults from possible for our youthlhank you to the

Plymouth traveled to Denver and participated oncengregation for their ongoing support of youth

again in Denver Urban Ministries amazing missiactivities.

program.This summer the focus was "being in

community."The youth found themselves "in

community" eating along side Denver's homeless in Sue Rutherford

a church basement and interacting with

neurologically impaired adults at a day cdhteas

a very hardworking trip where youth painted a

house, helped with a meal for 700 people, sorted

clothing, cleaned kitchens and weeded a community

garden.At each site we learned about the work of

these amazing organizations and churches that are

doing so much to provide a better life for people in

Denver. DENUM (Denver Urban Ministries)

offered us a taste of homelessness with interactive

experiences. These experiences open our eyes tothe  Gijve The Youth a Thank You!

real barriers faced by those in need.

We were graciously housed at Grace UCC in
Denver. We slept on the top floor of this cozy older
church.They allowed us to use their beautiful
sanctuary for devotional time. The youth found the
church lent itself fabulously to sardingse adults
considered locating showers in Wash Park a major
score!

Our youth are the church of tomorrow!

Here in Fort Collins we have served at the
mission, worked at the food bank and relaxed with
hiking, 'smores, a barbeque and yard games.

| was challenged by the volunteer Great Work!!!
coordinator at Northern Catholic Chatrities to total
our volunteer hours and add a dollar value. Her
estimation is $28/hour per volunteer. So here it
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Capital Campaign Update

Someti mes, it seems |i ke webve been enjoyifjng o
construction was largely completed on the Administration and North Wings, while work continded on the
Sanctuary, West Wing, and parking lot. Your continuing support of Plymouth is much apprecigted!
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