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FROM HAL'’'S DESK
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It's Monday morning, November 19. We
had four services at Plymouth yesterday. And I
cried at two of them (without having Kleenex in
the chancel). But, it’s okay...I was at home.

Sarah Lollar, Jack McGrew, and Nikki
Berlin each spoke about being thankful, and in the
course of their stories, I remembered the privilege
I have had of being with each of them and
members of their families through moments of
intense stress and life-changing experiences. For
me, it really brought up the reason I first felt called
to ordained ministry: to journey with people
through life’s most tender moments — the times
when we are the most real. And it reminded me
why I’m here among you in this incredible

congregation.
Each of their stories reminded me that I
am at Plymouth. Sure, we have new

surroundings and we may still be finding our way
around, but it’s home nonetheless.

Home is a concept implanted deeply on
the human psyche. And like a lot of other
American kids, I grew up moving a lot during my
formative years. Between fourth and ninth grade, I
moved from Stamford to Greenwich, Conn., to
Menlo Park, Calif., and back to Greenwich.
Through all the moves, my real home was Second
Congregational UCC, where my family attended,
except for 18 months in northern California. My
strongest memory of Christmas isn’t one of being
in my parents’ home, but of being in a candle-light
midnight service in my church home, playing
handbells.

Church can be home for us in many ways.
One way is that it can be a place where we feel
safe, cared for, and loved. It’s about the people
around us. It’s the place where we encounter
“Jesus our brother, strong and good,” where we
are embraced by God, whom we know as father
and mother, and where we atre enfolded in the
empowering love of the Spirit. It’s the place where
we are fed spiritually (and increasingly physically
with more church suppers!).

My wish for you as we walk together
through Advent into Christmas is that Plymouth
will feel like home for you, too. And that you’ll
reach out to someone this season and welcome

them into this family of faith, making it feel like
home for them, as well.
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Back to worship on November 18 and the
interfaith Thanksgiving service. One of the most
meaningful moments for me came from my
colleague at Har Shalom, Rabbi Zvi Ish-Shalom.
Having spent two years worth of high holidays at
Plymouth, Zvi lovingly referred to Plymouth as
Har Shalom’s “vacation home on Prospect.” He
said that it was surprising for him, as a descendant
of Holocaust survivors to feel truly at home in
more than just his synagogue, but also here at
Plymouth Congregational Church. Think about
that: here is rabbi who grew up in the Hasidic
tradition in Brooklyn, whose grandparents
survived German concentration camps, saying that
one of the places he feels most at home isin a
UCC church in Colorado.

Rabbi Zvi is an extraordinary man. And we
are an extraordinary congregation. I feel privileged
to call Plymouth home. And I’'m looking forward
to seeing you at home.

Christ’s blessing on you this Advent!
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THE NEXT PLACARD DEADLINE IS

—& /  PLEASE RESPECT OUR
DEADLINE AND PLEASE KEEP
ARTICLES AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE,
NO LONGER THAN 300 WORDS.
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO:
shutterbugeville@aol.com _S
plymouth@plymouthucc.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

You’re about to embark on an adventure with the
angels. Your passport is an open heart-and we
suggest you travel light.—Alma Daniel, American
psychotherapist

Join the women of Plymouth UCC at
our annual Angel Party—a delightful way to usher
in the Christmas season.

Thursday, Dec 6 from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. in the Fireside Room

There will be music, light refreshments, angel
stories and a gift exchange (§5-10) of angel related
items. If you wish, bring a gift for Crossroads
Safehouse from the list below or from their web
site. If you have a favorite angel story or poem,
bring that, too.

Stop by our table on Nov. 25 or Dec. 2 for more
information or call Marietta Zimmerman at 221-
5474. Please let us know if you would like
childcare.

. I &
Diapers and pull-ups, baby food and formula,
wipes, new clothing, swimsuits, Spanish children’s
books, new women’s socks and underwear, gift
cards to stores, gas stations, Kid’s activities
theaters and restaurants, housecleaning supplies,
towels and washcloths, laundry soap, blank
journals, DVDs rated PG -13 or lower, new
shampoo, new cosmetics, twin bed sheets, and
craft items like felt, feathers, fabric scraps and
paints.

Every visible thing in the world is put in the
charge of an angel.—Saint Augustine
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“Please remember Plymouth Church in your

will and estate planning.”

Monday, December 31st, 4:45 to 6:15 AM
Blessed John XXI1I University Center
1220 University Avenue, Fort Collins
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Plymouth’s Peace With Justice Ministry and
Prayerworks For Peace invite you to experience the
22nd Annual Fort Collins observance of the
International Hour For Peace, also known as Wotld
Healing Day and World Peace Day. A global effort
launched in 1986 by John Randolph Price and the
Quartus Foundation, it was established to offer
people all over the word an opportunity to gather
together for peace, love, forgiveness, and
understanding through a simultaneous global mind-
link at noon Greenwich Mean Time on December
31st of each year. Based on the idea of the film
“The Secret” that thought can direct energy, the
event is designed to break down walls of separation
and synchronistically join billions of people around
the world in meditation, prayer, music, readings,
dialogue, and other ways to create lasting peace on
- 36
The Hour For Peace has been an integral part of
Fort Collins New Years celebrations every one of
the 21 years since its inception. The theme of this
year’s Fort Collins event is “Imagine World Peace,”
and the program will focus on the creation of the
U.S. Department of Peace and legislation involved
(HR 808). See www.dopcampaign.org for more
details on HR 808 and its supporting organization,
The Peace Alliance. In additional to music, prayer
and meditation, it will feature several speakers
involved with the legislation including HD52
Representative John Kefalas, HD53 Representative
Randy Fischer, and local Peace Alliance
representatives Mark Beck and Tony Tucker.
For more information, check out the local website,
www.fortnet.org/hr4peace, the international site,
www.Quartus.org/WorldHealingDay.html, or
contact the coordinator, Dr. Victoria Gardner, 407-
1351, drvickie@att.net. Volunteers and sponsors
are still needed!
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HPV is an acronym for Guman +apilloma irus,
AKA warts. This is a large group of viruses that
are responsible for causing warts on the skin.
There are over 130 different strains of this virus,
one or more of which you have probably had in
your lifetime.

For those of you who missed
the HPV lecture, here is an update!

HPV infection can occur in infants, children,
sexually active young adults and adults of either
sex, including both heterosexuals and homosexuals
alike. Even though HPV can infect any part of
our skin, HPV has become a hot topic among
women due to an increase in the occurrence of
cervical cancer caused by genital HPV. This type
of HPV is becoming so prevalent that some
studies suggest that up to 50-70% of young
females may have genital HPV.

HPV is treated in several ways including: freezing,
lasers, acids, surgery, electricity, chemicals and
creams. Yes, “treated” not “cured.” Since the
viruses may lie deep within the skin and may be
resistant to many therapies, warts can return. You
can also become “immune” to the specific type of
virus if your body recognizes it. The longevity and
efficacy of this immunity is still debatable.

It is important to prevent HPV because some
strains (16, 18, 31,33, 45, & occasionally 6, & 11)
can cause a vast majority of cervical cancers or
lesions in women. It can also, have detrimental
social and emotional impacts on young adult
males.

The vaccine (Gardasil) includes viral DNA
particles that are grown in bacteria, purified, and
then injected into a patient on three separate
occasions. The vaccine protects women from 4
strains of HPV: 6,11,16,18. The body creates
antibodies to the virus in 99.5% of patients and
prevents genital warts (>98.3%), and cancer/
dysplasia causing (90.5-100%) HPV types.

Men are as vulnerable as women concerning HPV;
however, the FDA has only approved Gardasil for
use in women between 9 and 26 years. It takes
two to transmit HPV. In most relationships
Gardasil is only preventing half of the problem,
and in some homosexual relationships, none of the
problem. More studies and vaccines are still in the
development/trial stages, but we can hope that in
the future both sides of the issue will be addressed.

Aaron McGrew
Health Ministry Committee

27 W07 07 T 87 Ty 07 Ty

! "oy *|
= o

el

8 9:

Get ready to stretch your mind, heart, and maybe
even your body at our women's retreat at
Highlands Presbyterian Retreat Center in Allen's
Park. Two nights, five meals , and good fellowship
may revive you and help to survive the rest of
winter.

Our theme is "The Tent of Abraham Building a
Sisterhood of Peacemakers" aiming for common
ground among the three Abrahamic faiths -
Hebrew, Muslim, and Christian. We will welcome
special guests including two Muslim women,
Djuwita Carney and Elizabeth Siddiqui, and two
Jewish women, Elissa Tivona and another guest.
Our own Sue Rutherford will represent the
Christian perspective on the panel which will be
the core of our theme. Of course there will be
time for walks, exercise, games, socializing, and
rest.

Registration has been extended to December 16th
with a $30 deposit due that is non - refundable.
Final payment of an additional $100 will be due by
January 13th. Registration slips are on the bulletin
board in Fellowship Hall and can be left in the
envelope so designated, along with payment.
Transportation is included in the fee.

If you wish to prepare a little for the retreat the
book "The Tent of Abraham" can be ordered at
Barnes and Noble for $15.

Questions? Call Paula Dille at 207-1977
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Thursday, December 13% at 12 p.m.

Join our fellowship of Plymouth’s senior
members for our annual Carol-Sing (all voices are
welcome to “make a joyful noise”, even if you
conldn’t carry a tune in a wheelbarrow)! We will gather
for lunch at noon and then celebrate the spirit of
the season through our favorite Christmas songs.
Please RSVP for lunch on the bulletin board or at
482-9212 (so we know how much food to

prepare).

What is the Caring Companions Respite
Program?

Caring Companions is a free respite care service
provided by Volunteers of America. The program
offers relief for caregivers who care for a person 60
years or older in Larimer County. The Larimer
County Caregiver Coalition (Volunteers of America,
Larimer County Office on Aging, Spiritual Health
Partnership, CSU Center on Aging and Elderhaus)
sponsors the program and is funded by Healthy
Aging, a statewide initiative of The Colorado Trust.
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Providing day-to-day care for a relative can
sometimes be an overwhelming task! A Caring
Companion is available to visit for two hours
once a week. A volunteer comes to your home to
provide non-medical companionship for your
loved one so you can have a break. Each Caring
Companion goes through a background check,
special training and screening to volunteer.

’ & k4
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We need caring and compassionate volunteers to
give a caregiver a break and allow the homebound
person a pleasant change in their daily routine.
Training, mileage, and volunteer support are
provided to you. If you are interested in
becoming a Caring Companion, please contact
Sarah Hamilton, Program Coordinator, at
970.472.9630 ot e-mail: voarespite@ftii.com.

B & — Young Adult Fellowship
Our Young UCC Adults group has decided to
meet at Plymouth each 20d and 4t Sunday of the
month from 6pm to 8pm (with other excursions
as well). We’ll plan various activities, viewings,
conversations — all you have to do is show up!
Sign up on the YUCCA email list on
www.plymouthucc.org in order to get up-to-the-
moment information on gatherings!

2,
Wednesday evenings at 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary Chancel,
Dec. 5,12, 19
These intimate gatherings will provide a
worshipful space for Advent preparation — no
matter where your spirit lies in this deep season.
We will light candles, share silence and music, and
receive Communion. All are welcome.

The Goodness Gorillas collected four
large bags of clothing for the Irish
School clothing drive. The clothing
was delivered to the school and was
much appreciated.
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12-01-2005
PON'T YOU ALL UNDERSTAND ... IT'S ONLY A
FEW WEEKS ONTIL JESUS' BIRTHPAY AND HOW
WOULP [T LOOK |F | PIPN'T HAVE THE NEW
FUZZB0Z000 FOR LITTLE BILLY?!?
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The youth of our

congregation have chosen to sleep outside in tents
and/or boxes in December because that is how
they have chosen to make their voices heard. For
the third year, they want those who live in the Fort
Collins area to know that every effort needs to be
made in order to prevent anyone from becoming
homeless.

On a Saturday night in 20006, with snow on the
ground and temperatures below freezing, members
of the youth group were determined, committed.
They found the best location on the lawn on the
south end of the church and wrestled their tents
and boxes into position for the night. Would
anyone driving by on Prospect realize these young
people were on a mission? For these young
people, it is unacceptable for families to become
homeless as a result of recuperation from an
accident or illness or other misfortunes.

Peter Koziol, a participant for the third year and
member of the youth group at Plymouth, says, “It
has been very rewarding the past couple of years
to be able to get involved and learn more about
homelessness and now to educate others about the
issues.” And learn he has, Peter is on the board of
directors for United Way of Larimer Co. Peter
states that the youth group’s goals include: raising
dollars for the Homelessness Initiative and
heightening awareness of the issues of
homelessness in the Fort Collins area.

Plymouth Congregational UCC is one of four
churches in Ft. Collins where applicants are
interviewed to determine eligibility for financial
assistance from the Homelessness Prevention
Initiative. Volunteers engage applicants in problem
solving during an interview in order that they
might consider other options in obtaining greater
self-sufficiency. The dollars to assist clients to pay
their rent during a temporary interruption in
gaining the dollars needed, primarily come from
members of 28 faith communities. Since its
inception in 2001, HPI has helped approximately
3,000 families. $, *! :

Please support the efforts of our senior high youth
group at Plymouth and partner with us by
contributing to HPI so that individuals who have
short-term interruptions in obtaining income might
keep their families in their homes.

Plymouth coordinator
Lorrie Wagner

)78

For those people who sew and would be
interested in collaborating with Kathee Houser,
we have projects for you. The projects include
sewing wall hangings and/or paraments. Please
call Kathee and leave and message at 407-7214.

FREE TV’S Available: 27” Panasonic & 25”
Zenith. Satisfied recipients are encouraged to make
a free-will offering through church to benefit either
Homeless Prevention or the Food Bank. Call Harry
Halac at 223-9288.

$) *
The GAG group will celebrate
the holidays together at the home of
John and Karen Smith at 6 PM Saturday,
December 8th.
This group began as parents of teens (Get a Gtip)
and now is more like "Gradually Acquiring
Grandkids" (50s & 60s). 5
. Come for a potluck dinner (meat
will be provided), and a White Elephant Gift
Exchange, which is always fun and sometimes
hilarious. Each person brings a wrapped gift
without a name on it, officially something you have
at home and would Zke to give away! The Smiths
live at 1224 Centennial Road, near Drake and
Lemay; phone is 282-9015. Please sign up on the
board in the Fellowship Hall so they can plan.
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Whether this holiday season is the first or the
fortieth you’ve faced since the death of someone
loved, there are some special considerations to
think about while making your holiday plans. The
holiday season creates a different focus for your
sense of loss that is unlike the daily routine of
living, so, it can naturally bring times of renewed
sadness, loss and emptiness. We hope that the
following suggestions will help make your personal
experience with holiday grief more tolerable:

e T > , | Include the name of
the person who has died in your conversations
during the holiday season. Holidays always
stimulate us to think of times past, so, instead
of ignoring your memories, embrace them and
share them. Memories that were made in love
may often be tinged with both happiness and
sadness. Allow yourself to laugh and/or cry.

e ? ! to function at

optimum level. Your feelings of loss may

leave you with low energy level — respect what
your body and mind are telling you as you
work to lower your expectations of operating
at high levels of efficiency.

Experience
suggests that “keeping busy” really only
increases stress and serves to postpone the
need to talk out thoughts and feelings related
to your grief. While you don’t want to isolate
yourself, respect your need to have some time
for yourself. No need to over extend or
over-commit yourself.

° . | .

Plan ahead rather than “just letting
things happen”. Decide what family traditions
you want to maintain and what new ones you
may want to start. As you become aware of
your needs, share them with your family and
friends.

e 3 ! , The
combination of the holiday and the loss of
someone loved may naturally result in some
self questioning related to the meaning and
purpose of life; a renewed sense of long held
beliefs or the evolution of a new set of beliefs.

Perhaps you will want to attend a special
holiday service.
Anticipating, participating and continuing; dealing
realistically with your holiday expectations, you can
help insure your days are filled with peaceful
satisfaction rather than painful sadness. Being
tolerant and compassionate with yourself during
this time will help you continue to heal in the
experience of grief. Allow yourself to be
embraced by caring, compassionate people who
will listen, comfort and help you feel understood.
Remember — grief is a privilege that comes about
as a consequence of the ability to give and receive
love. Don’t let anyone take your grief away from
you during the holiday season.
Phil Koster,
Health Ministry Committee

The Personnel Committee is pleased to report
that we have completed Hal Chorpenning’s
evaluation. Thanks to those who returned surveys.
The process also included Hal’s self evaluation.
Overall, it is the assessment of the Personnel
Committee that Hal continues to be and to grow
as a talented leader of the spiritual and day-to-day
aspects of church life. His performance has been
outstanding and we are very fortunate to have
him among us. The 2007 Personnel Committee:
Barbara Sanborn (Chair), Wayne Carpenter, Jane
Nicolet

The Social Concerns Committee is again
sponsoring the Giving Tree for children at the
Family Center. Paper ornaments containing a
child's name, age and suggested gift will be found
on the Christmas tree in the entry way of the
church. There will be a sign up sheet available for
giving a gift for a child. Gifts must be at the
church by December 16 as they must be delivered
to the Center on December 17.

& +, 9
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First, I want to express appreciation for the
opportunity to have served on the City of Fort
Collins Holiday Display Task Force. After Hal’s
nomination of me to that body in behalf of
Plymouth was accepted, I found myself to be the
only clergy representative from a mainline
Protestant Church. In that capacity, I was in
position to contribute to a recommendation which
upheld the principle of separation of religion and
state according to the First Amendment, while at
the same time supporting the conclusion that the
City of Fort Collins Museum is a legally fitting
venue to display multi-cultural symbols - just as
the Supreme Court has upheld the teaching about
religion as distinct from the teaching of religion.

I also found that the most overlooked fact is that
the City has no authority over Old Town Square
displays, because that property is privately owned.
From the very beginning of the controversy last
year that fact was lost in the reporting - both
locally and nationally. So it has proved to
everyone’s interest to emphasize that the
merchants of the Downtown Development
Authority are free to follow the city's guidelines or
not. If not having Christmas decorations
discourages people from shopping, then they may
feel the need to have them - to have or not have a
Menorah - or a Hindu elephant, for that matter!
The controversy which ensued, following the
completion of the Task Force’s work, arose largely
from an article in the Fort Collins Now newspaper
entitled, “Have a Holly, Jolly...Secular Winter
Season: The Holiday Task Force wants the city to
move toward non-religious, non-cultural displays.”
This article gained such widespread attention as to
earn the writer an invitation to appear on Bill O’
Reilley’s Fox News show! Although not so
sensationalizing the issue, The Coloradoan added
to the uproar by publishing an article, about which
it subsequently printed a correction, noting that
the Task Force’s recommendations did not
preclude Christmas Trees as part of multi-cultural
displays inside city buildings and the Museum.

My report comes ahead of the City Council’s
action on the recommendation. But whatever
policy ensues, I can attest to the creativity which
went into the formulation of the
recommendations. The interests of this
increasingly interfaith community will be served by
the process — and that will indeed be a blessed
holiday gift to the city in itself.

Gratefully,

Rich Thompson

ot L Tt ot LT A TRt NI S S e te TR L e

Place the ornament on the gift and place under the
tree. The Family Center suggested this year that it
would be appropriate to give a gift for the mother
of the child. Many mothers are single parents.
Gifts need not be elaborate, something useful or
something that the mother cannot buy for herself.
Gifts will be delivered by members of the

committee.

The & - @n , will be evenly
divided between Elder Haus Adult Day Care,
B.A.S.E Camp, and the Christmas Fund through
the Pension Board Ministerial Assistance Program.
Elder Haus Adult Day Care provides day care for
fragile adults and handicapped youth in a caring
and non-threatening environment. Scholarships
are always needed, so this contribution will
provide scholarship assistance for needy adults and
youth. Participants attend community events, take
part in crafts and athletic events AND make
delicious cookies!

? — & $is a before and after school
enrichment program for school age children who
might otherwise be left home unattended. Tutors
are provided for children needing help in a subject.
This contribution will provide scholarships for
children whose parents cannot afford to pay for
their children to participate in this program.

The Christmas Fund provides several kinds of
service such as Christmas Gift checks, monthly
pension and quarterly health premium
supplementation, and emergency grants. 24
recipients are over 100 years of age.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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This past Halloween was more than a day for trick-or-treating. It marked the two-thirds point in our
Capital Campaign. And, thanks to your support, we are closing in on our goal—as of October 31,
members had contributed $1,056,000 to the renovation and new construction projects, which is 64% of
pledges. Wow!

0 1223 $ 41

As the countdown to 2008 begins in earnest, you still have time to make a contribution to the Capital
Campaign. And contributions made by year’s end will cut your 2007 tax burden! So help yourself and
the CC by sending your contributions before the end of the year.

I v*

caith

Bul]d the
;‘;23“ Future

__51,650k

I $1.056k Oct 31, 2007

Caongregation Gift Tatal
Approved Commitments  Gifts
project Made Recaeived

Plymouth Congregational Church
Capital Campaign Tracking

Endowment fund;
Commitiment - 71k
Gifts received - $E2k

Mote: Endowment fund gifts and organ
gift removed from total

0 1223 * $ 41

As the countdown to 2008 begins in earnest, you still have time to make a contribution to the Capital
Campaign. And contributions made by yeat's end will cut your 2007 tax burden! So help yourself and the
CC by sending your contributions before the end of the year. In order for contributions to the Capital
Campalgn ot to the general fund to qualify for deduction in 2007, > $ > A

/. Contributions received after this date, regardless of when the check was written or dated
B $ > * /C will not qualify for deduction on 2007 taxes. If prepaying in 2007
for 2008, please note as such on the memo line of your check. Please notify the church of pending sale
of stocks prior to Dec. 31st as well.
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In honor of my father, who has read this
Guidepost story to his classes (and his children)

every year, and tears up every time........... 8
D® 4 E

For years now whenever Christmas
pageants are talked about in a certain little town in
the Midwest, someone is sure to mention the
name of Wallace Purling. Wally’s performance in
one annual production of the Nativity play has
slipped into the realm of legend. But the old-
timers who were in the audience that night never
tire of recalling exactly what happened.

Wally was nine that year and in the second
grade, though he should have been in the fourth.
Most people in town knew that he had difficulty in
keeping up. He was big and clumsy, slow in
movement and mind. Still, Wally was well-liked by
the other children in his class, all of whom were
smaller than he, though the boys had trouble
hiding their irritation when Wally would ask to
play ball with them or any other game, for that
matter, in which winning was important.

Most often they’d find a way to keep him
out, but Wally would hang around anyway — not
sulking, just hoping. He was always a helpful boy,
a willing and smiling one, and the natural
protector, paradoxically, of the underdog. If the
older boys chased the younger ones away, it would
always be Wally who’d say, “Can’t they stay?
They’re no bother.”

Wally fancied the idea of being a shepherd
with a flute in the Christmas pageant that year, but
the play’s director, Miss Lumbard, assigned him to
a more important role. After all, she reasoned, the
Innkeeper did not have too many lines, and
Wally’s size would make his refusal of lodging to
Joseph more forceful.

And so it happened that the usual large,
partisan audience gathered for the town’s yearly
extravaganza of crooks and creches, of beards,
crowns, halos and a whole stage full of squeaky
voices. No one on stage or off was more caught
up in the magic of the night than Wallace Purling.
They said later that he stood in the wings and
watched the performance with such fascination
that from time to time Miss Lumbard had to make
sure that he didn’t wander onstage before his cue.
Then the time came when Joseph appeared,
slowly, tenderly guiding Mary to the door of the

inn. Joseph knocked hard on the wooden door set
into the painted backdrop. Wally the Innkeeper was
there, waiting.

“What do you want?” Wally said, swinging the door
open with a brusque gesture.

“We seek lodging.”

“Seck it elsewhere.” Wally looked straight ahead but
spoke vigorously. “The inn is filled.”

“Sir, we have asked everywhere in vain. We have
traveled far and are very weary.”

“There is no room in the inn for you.” Wally looked
propetly stern.

“Please, good innkeeper, this is my wife, Mary. She
is heavy with child and needs a place to rest. Surely
you must have some small corner for her. She is so
tired.”

Now, for the first time, the Innkeeper relaxed his
stiff stance and looked down at Mary. With that,
there was a long pause, long enough to make the
audience a bit tense with embarrassment.

“No! Begone!” the prompter whispered from the
wings.

“Nol!" Wally repeated automatically. “Begone!”

Joseph sadly placed his arm around Mary
and Mary laid her head upon her husband’s shoulder
and the two of them started to move away. The
Innkeeper did not return inside his inn, however.
Wally stood there in the doorway, watching the
forlorn couple. His mouth was open, his brow
creased with concern, his eyes filling unmistakably
with tears.

And suddenly this Christmas pageant
became different from all the others.

“Don’t go, Joseph,” Wally cried out. “Bring Mary
back.” And Wallace Purling’s face grew into a bright
smile. “You can have »y room.”

Some people in town thought that the pageant had
been ruined. Yet there were others — many, many
others — who considered it the most Christmas of all
Christmas pageants they had ever seen.

For today in the city of David there has been born
for you a savior who is Christ the Lord
Luke 2:11
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ADULT EDUCATION
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Led by Les Fraley & John Henry Peck
This 4 week study started 25 Nov 2007. Our
purpose is to stretch the thinking of all involved
about our world, our faith, reality, methods of
finding truth, the meaning of life, and relating
these to our faith journeys. We will consider
questions such as “What is science?”, “What is
the role of religion in our understanding of the
universe?”, and “What does God have to do
with any of this?”. The class is limited in size,
and registration is required. There is a 8.00 $
fee for materials and you are not registered until
the fee is paid (sequencing will be based on
time/date paid). We strongly suggest that all
registrants plan on attending all class sessions.
Les, 221.1624 or lesnbarb@frii.com; John
Henry, 224.2408 or cjhpeck@frii.com.

9 ("# 65 "
Jan. 6, 13, 20, 27, Feb. 3, 10
“Bringing Peace and Love into All Your
Relationships”

Terry Pasquin

Terry is a new Plymouth member who has
twenty five years of experience as a
marriage and family counselor, specializing
in bringing spiritual growth to relationships.

e This 6 week class will offer participants
the opportunity to discover how to stop
emotional reactivity that causes
suffering in all the relationships in their
lives.

e Along with an understanding of the
origin of conflict in relationships, a
model will be presented that is easy to
understand and apply. This model will

offer a way to have more peace in life than
most people have ever imagined.

e Itis recommended that all 6 weeks be
attended so that participants can be given
the best opportunity to actually utilize new
insights in real life situations.

D) "5 "
™ : ]
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“A Sacred Trust: Boundaries, Power and
Vulnerability”

Rev. Thelma B. Burgonio-Watson
Consultant: Faith Response to Violence Against
Women
Understanding boundaries can help clergy and
spiritual leaders/ teachers manage the difficulties
inherent in these roles. Knowledge of what is
appropriate, what is not, and whether an action is
in the best interest of the congregants or the
spiritual leaders help prevent unhealthy situations
in a congregation.
As a result of this session, participants will be able
to:
= define boundaries
e explain the importance of maintaining
appropriate boundaries
e Identify the harmful effects on individuals
and congregations when clergy and
spiritual leaders /teachers overstep
boundaries inappropriately
= explain how boundaries help them deal
with complexities in their professional
relationships
e recognize the power disparity in
professional relationships by virtue of
resources and position
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ADULT EDUCATION
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“Discussions about Peak Oil”

Bill DeMarco

Peak Oil is a term that refers to the point at
which the maximum amount of oil can be

extracted from the ground and after which less

and less oil is available. This point is being

reached just as the developing world is ramping

up it's demand for this finite resources. The
economic changes that will result from a

In anticipation of John Bell’s Jan. 25-27 visit to
Plymouth, Karen will introduce Plymouth to some
of his music and work.

9 -12
“An Introduction to the Mission and Ministry of
the Gellar Center”
Rev. Peggy Christensen, Center Director
The Gellar Center offers a valuable, vibrant
ministry to CSU students. Come hear about this
important ministry and how Plymouth can support

constrained supply of oil will be staggering it.
unless we take significant steps to adjust our o mico@mo @ o @ o .o m o gr gn
consumption andgfully develorp)) all th(: energy ‘ ‘ é Q ‘ ‘ ‘ 0 O ‘ ‘ ‘ 6
sources available. The impact of Peak Oil is
serious enough to put Global Warming on the
back burner. It has moved from the lunatic fringe
to a serious discussion recently with the

recent publication of several government
reports, books, and video interviews.

One Day in God’s Time

Serenity of the waters...
Of the creek that's lined with trees...
Is such a calming feeling...
And sets our mind at ease...

The adult education forum sessions will discuss
various aspects of the issues, what we can
expect, and what we might do as a community

and individuals about it. God's beauty is so prevalent...
Pine trees reaching high...
The waters softly ripple...

Mountain peaks reach to the sky...

nom) 1 e
AT,

The birds in the trees sing their songs...
Merrily chirping away...
As if they are trying to tell us...
It's the beginning of another day...

9 -?

“Denver Urban Ministries: Plymouth Jr. High

Youth Reflections on Their 07 Mission Trip”
The senior highers weren’t the only ones with a
mission trip this past summer! Come listen to 7
Junior High Youth (and 3 fearless leaders) who
explored inner-city poverty in Denver this past
summer. We’ll have a slide show, reflections,
and time for your questions.
Incidentally, all Plymouth youth will be working
with DenUM this coming summer (on separate
trips) so this presentation will give you a taste of
what you’ve been supporting this year.

In awe of the surrounding beauty...
| sit on the shore and stare...
At all of the nature around me...
On the ground and in the air...

| reflect on nature's beauty...
A tear glistens in my eye...
| say a thank you for blessings we have...

) To our awesome God on high...

- >@
“An Introduction to the Music of John Bell”
Karen Penner-Johnson

Poem by Jeannie Nourse
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Join us during the Education Hour on Sunday,
Dec. 2 for an Advent Festival! We’ll have crafts
galore as the kids rotate through the different
rooms. This event is hosted by the Youth
Education Committee so thank them for their
hard work.

1 6 *
Dec. 7 so you can get some shopping done! The
senior highers and their leaders are hosting this
event and have some fun, fun activities planned.
As always, RSVP to Julie
(julie@plymouthucc.org) so we know how much
pizza to order.

! 1 6

This year we will enjoy two pageants on Sunday,
Dec. 23, one at each service. All children are
welcome at both services so if your grandkids
are in town, bring them down to the North Room
20 minutes before the service, and we’ll get them
costumed as an angel, shepherd, or wise one.

We will be having pageant practice during the
education hour on Dec. 9 so bring your kids if
you’re able. Contact Julie with any questions.

( B! /" ) ->
Join us for the vigil at 7pm. We’ll have several
guest speakers, facts about homelessness, music,
and more. Please also bring monetary, food, and
clothing donations for the Homelessness
Prevention Initiative, the Food Bank, and Mary’s
Closet. Our folks sleeping out also need food
and snacks for the event. Contact Julie Mavity
Maddalena with questions or willingness to help.

$ /

Jr. and Sr. High: Check your mail, email, and
voicemail for messages from your fearless leaders
about upcoming events.

$- -

A little girl, dressed in her Sunday best, was
running as fast as she could, trying not to be late
for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, "Dear
Lord, please don't let me be late! Dear Lord,
please don't let me be late!" While she was
running and praying, she tripped on a curb and
fell, getting her clothes dirty and tearing her
dress. She got up, brushed herself off, and started
running again! As she ran she once again began
to pray, "Dear Lord, please don't let me be late...
But please don't shove me either!"

A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten
Commandments with her five and six year olds.
After explaining the commandment to "honor
thy father and thy mother," she asked "Is there a
commandment that teaches us how to treat our
brothers and sisters?" Without missing a beat
one little boy answered, "Thou shall not kill."

"+(9 - "< =

QN
Two boys were walking home from Sunday
school after hearing a strong preaching on the
devil. One said to the other, "What do you think
about all this Satan stuff?" The other boy replied,
"Well, you know how Santa Claus turned out. It's
probably just your Dad.
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SPECIAL FEATURE
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In October Fran and I attended an . 44
intensive 10-day retreat in centering L"R:*\t““ .J
N

prayer (CP) at the beautiful St. Benedict’s
Abbey and retreat house in Snowmass, CO. The
experience was restful and energizing. The
schedule and format of the retreat assisted us in
absorbing the beauty and silence around us. Along
with six periods of CP per day we also enjoyed
chanted masses and vespers in the chapel,
occasional chats with the staff, walking, reading,
Lectio Divina (praying the scriptures), videos by
Fr. Keating, and much silence. Our spiritual
nourishment was enhanced by delicious vegetarian
food prepared by a priest and two staff.

When returning home we were surprised at how
noisy the world felt to us yet the benefits of the
retreat are subtle, enormous, and long lasting. To
participate in CP you may begin by attending
Plymouth’s Taze Services each 3t Sunday of the
month where 3 short periods of prayer are
incorporated. To learn CP workshops are
available, call Christine Travers 206-1154 or
Rosemary Kisling 225-6359. Also, CP weekly
meetings take place in Fort Collins/Loveland
Monday 7 pm, Wednesday noon, and Thursday 10
am. For details see:
www.contemplativeoutreach-co.org/
FCPrayerGroups.html

Irene Wherritt

"6 "4 &-5"-3451
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Centering Prayer (CP) is a method of prayer,
which furthers the development of contemplative
prayer by quieting our faculties to cooperate with
the gift of God’s presence. CP consists of
responding to the Spirit of Christ by consenting to
God’s presence and action within.

CP facilitates the movement from more active
modes of prayer — verbal, mental or affective
prayer — into a receptive prayer of resting in God.
It emphasizes prayer as a personal relationship
with God. At the same time, it is a discipline to
foster and serve this relationship by a regular, daily
practice of prayer. It is Trinitarian in its source,
Christ-centered in its focus, and ecclesial in its
effects; that is, it builds communities of faith.

CP is drawn from ancient prayer practices of the
Christian contemplative heritage, notably the
Fathers and Mothers of the Desert, Lectio Divina,
(praying the scriptures), The Cloud of Unknowing,
St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila. It
was distilled into a simple method of prayer in the
1970’s by three Trappist monks, Fr. William
Meninger, Fr. Basil Pennington and Abbot
Thomas Keating at the Trappist Abbey, St.
Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massachusetts.

For more information see
www.centeringprayer.com/ cntrgpryr.html

Irene Wherritt

Christmas Dinner Prayer

“Heavenly Father/Mother, Thank you for sending Your Son Jesus to earth. We not only celebrate
His birth in the manger, but also the reason for His coming -- His death on the cross. We thank You
for providing eternal life for each person who will accept His free gift of salvation.

“Mother/Father, | thank you for my family. Life is not always easy for us, but we know that You
are always with us. As Your Word says, You will never leave us nor forsake us. Thank you for the
love that holds us together and for always meeting our needs. Draw us closer together through this
coming year. We love You and want our time of celebration to be memorable today. In Jesus’

name, amen.”
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)5 Each one has his own gift from God, one
in this manner and another in that.
--1 Corinthians 7:7

5 Winston Churchill flunked
qualifying exams three consecutive years when
trying to enter Sandhurst, the military institution.
In particular, he could not seem to grasp Latin,
which is astonishing when one reads the books of
this masterly practitioner of the English language.
But then, Thomas Edison was once at the bottom
of his class, Albert Einstein flunked math and was
called "mentally slow," and Henry Ford was
written off by one teacher as "a student who
shows no promise."

Each of us has special God-given gifts, but
sometimes we speak disparagingly of our gifts,
viewing them as inferior to others' gifts.

Using the gift God has given you may be the
portal through which you must pass before new
opportunities are revealed. Performing your
present duties well could be the key to finding an
exciting new spiritual dimension in your life. --
Fred Bauer

$5 Father, I've been guilty of coveting the
gifts You've given others while disparaging the
ones You've given me. Help me know what
You've created me to do and give me
opportunities to do it.

) "5 Pick a talent you haven't developed or have
left behind. Look for a class to take or a group to
join that will help you renew that interest and
develop that skill.

May Jesus always be your joy, your hope, your
song. And may this Christmas and each day of

the new year be directed by the guiding hand of
love!

$ A
/6

)5 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good! For His mercy endures forever.
--1 Chronicles 16:34

5 One day my pastor asked me to
pick up an eighty eight-year-old member who
needed a ride to church from her nursing home. |
dreaded the assignment because most of the
elderly I knew were complainers.

But Ellen was different. As we drove to church,
she told me how thankful she felt that she could
walk with a cane. On our next trip, | discovered
she played the piano for eight religious services
at the home. She confided she was blind in one

eye, but praised God for excellent vision in the

other.

| introduced Ellen to some church shut-ins; her
attitude was contagious. "Be thankful for what
you have," she would say, "and what you don't
have won't bother you so much."”

Soon it was clear to me: complaining has less to
do with age than with attitude. --Sam Justice

$5 All too often, my focus is on what |
don't have, Lord. Please forgive me and help me
to focus on and be grateful for what | do have.

) "5 Ask your spouse or a friend if he/she sees
you as a "half-full" or "half-empty" person. Give
him/her permission to point out times when
you're focusing on what you don't have instead
of the good things in your life.

- 5
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May your heart and home be filled with
the true spirit of Christmas...JESUS!
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PLYMOUTH PRAYERS

Please keep these
members and friends
IN your prayers.

$ 5
F A ' onthe death of her mother.
6 on the death of her uncle.

- "5
7 (+ ( 0 on the birth of their
new granddaughter,
7+ I on the birth of their new
granddaughter, ("
) 7 (F "(whose daughter

was married on Nov. 17 in Denver by Hal.

24 - 5 & 3-&Q@5745G-
The final Christmas card is entitled “Toward a
New Paradigm”, and it reveals a stone-lined path
that the Holy Family must travel through an arch
of the future; the arch stylistically ends at the light
at the end of a tunnel. The interior charges the
reader: “Creator Spirit whispers in us ‘Rise Up!
Make your journey! Bring to birth the Dream I
have planted in your soul.”” We are each called to
know Christ for and within our own life’s
journeys.

I will have these cards hung on my office door
throughout the season, and I hope you will take
some time to gaze at them. Allow them to open
different images of Christmas’ power to bring new
things to life in your relationship with God. And
may the Christ spirit be born anew for all.

A Holy and Blessed Christmas to each of you,

Bl =

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS:

TO YOUR ENEMY, FORGIVENESS.
TO AN OPPONENT, TOLERANCE.
TO A FRIEND, YOUR HEART.

TO A CUSTOMER, SERVICE.

TO ALL, CHARITY.

TO EVERY CHILD, A GOOD EXAMPLE.

TO YOURSELF, RESPECT.
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The "Hanging of the Greens"
Christmas decorating at Plymouth will take place
on Saturday morning, December 1. To help
people get started, the Men's group will host a
breakfast for all helpers from 8 to 9am. Come for
breakfast and join the decorating festivities.
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LIFE & CARE

The God of Christ is Not a Man...Or a Woman
(ves, I stole that from “God is Not a Democrat...Or a Republican”)

I take my Christmas card shopping very seriously. Every image, every quote
speaks to my theology — what I hold true — about God and Christ and humanity
and life. I cannot, with integrity, send a card that speaks of the Holy in ways
that contradict my experience of Her.

This is where I get stuck. In our anthropomorphizing of God, we only have
two images: Him and Her. These are the only two words our language offers
(“It” is simply too impersonal for the relationship I experience with the Divine).
And as I seek out Christmas cards — not secular Holiday cards — that accurately
represent my celebration of God’s presence through Christ in this season, most
of what I encounter is Hiz. And He is not how I experience God. While I
recognize that He characterizes God for many (including many of you), He can
never adequately represent my God.

Honestly, neither can She. For me, God is the balance among us all. God is the
Whole which none of us have yet achieved. God is both zuclusive of and beyond
our gendered language, and yet so often we have simply adopted the easy path
of continuing what our forefathers have passed down to us. It’s easier than trying
to work into something new and challenging. It’s comforting to sing the
familiar words and repeat the common language.

I acknowledge that many Christians feel very uncomfortable when they hear
God referred to with feminine language. To some, it can seem disruptive to the
flow of worship. This is the same way that many other Christians feel when we
hear God referred to with masculine language. However, until balance without
the linguistic duality of him or her is achieved, I hope we will continue to
balance Him with Her. And I pray for the day when we know God as the
Wholeness we cannot now comprehend.

This is why I take such care in selecting my Christmas cards. It’s one of the
times I get to be intentional about overturning the conventional (and God is so
NOT conventional) and expected (our God? doing the expected?!) images of
God for my extended family. These past two years I have chosen several
different Christmas images that represent aspects of God’s fullness for me.

The first card is a depiction of Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth, fully
pregnant, with the light of Christ emanating from every corner. The angel
Gabiriel is present in the background, and the interior quote is, “May we be a
people of light bringing peace and love to all the world”. Each of us, male and
female, can be bearers of the Christ-light in the world today.

The second card’s cover highlights the passage “God so loved the world....”
Alongside the words is a globe, the Earth, enveloping a Mary whose arms are
wrapped around an infant Jesus; a Joseph whose arms are wrapped around
Mary; and a God-image whose arms are wrapped around the Earth. There is no
doubt, for me, about the sense of Love.

& +, %
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The Plantorium Greenhouse in LaPorte will be supplying our plants again this
year. You may purchase a poinsettia to beautify the church for December 23
and for our Christmas Eve services. You may then take it home with you
after the service or pick it up later in the week. Each plant costs $9.40
in your choice of red or white. Deadline is Sunday, December 16th.

U I # #( "0
dropping it in the offering plate or placing it in the mail. Please make
checks payable to Plymouth Church. Thank you.
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