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WORSHIP FOR JUNE 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
916 West Prospect Road • Fort Collins, CO 80526 • 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org • plymouth@plymouthucc.org 

 
 
THE SUMMER SCHEDULE HAS BEGUN! 
ONE SERVICE ON SUNDAY MORNING AT 9:30 
 
June 3 
Join one of Plymouth’s seminarians, Jamie Kepros, who 
will be delivering the sermon 
 
June 10 
1 Kings 17.8–16 
New Members’ Sunday 
 
June 17 
John 17.20–26 
“That They May All Be One” 
 
Taizé service at 6:00 p.m.  
Quiet, contemplative, contemporary 
followed by a simple fellowship supper 
 
June 24 
General Synod…the 50th Anniversary of the UCC! 
The Rev. Julie Mavity-Maddalena preaching 
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FROM HAL’S DESKFROM HAL’S DESKFROM HAL’S DESKFROM HAL’S DESK    

 
For Everything There Is a Season 
 

One of the realities we seldom talk about is 
our own mortality. It’s one of those topics that 
doesn’t come easily, but it will come up for us…each 
of us…eventually. It’s something that I didn’t have 
to deal with frequently before becoming an ordained 
minister, with the notable exception of my dad’s 
death when I was 26.  

My father died suddenly of a heart attach 
when he was 66. We knew that my dad wanted to 
have usable organs donated (thanks to the form on 
the back of his driver’s license) and that he wished 
to have his body cremated. 

My parents had a very antiseptic view of 
death and dying, and they opted to wait for several 
months to have a memorial service for my father, so 
that people could “get over it” before the service. 
The reality was that nobody got over anything. 
There was no sense of closure after his death, rather 
it left a gaping hole in our family’s collective psyche. 
It was returning to First Community Church (UCC/
DOC) in Columbus, Ohio, for my dad’s memorial 
service that presented us with a “ritual moment,” 
enabling us to move into our grief and on to the 
next stages in our lives. Their former minister, Otis 
Maxfield, created a service that enabled our family to 
grieve in the ways we needed to. 

That experience made me realize how 
important funerals and memorial services are in 
enabling a family to move forward emotionally and 
spiritually. It is important to have a marker that 
allows us to really say goodbye. 

In this month’s Placard, you will find a form 
– Planning Your Funeral or Memorial Service – 
you can use to help share your wishes for your own 
funeral or memorial service. (FYI, a funeral is a 
service in which the body of the deceased person is 
present.) This form will also be available for 
download from our website: www.plymouthucc.org 

Here are two significant advantages of 
making your wishes understood: 1) It helps ensure 
that what you want to happen actually happens after 
your death, and 2) It relieves a substantial burden to 
your family in not having to guess at what your 
wishes might have been. 

Once you fill out the form, I encourage you 
to discuss it with your family, so that they 

understand your wishes. After that conversation, 
which will not be easy, please sign and date the 
form and send it to Karin Marsh in our church 
office so that it can be safely (and confidentially) 
filed. 

Sharon and I are available to discuss any 
aspect of the funeral or memorial service with you, 
as well as issues surrounding death and dying.  

I hope this form will enable you to make 
your wishes known, whether you are 25 or 95 years 
old. And I hope it encourages us to have difficult, 
necessary discussions with those we love. 

 
Shalom! 
 

 
 

PLACARD DEADLINE 
THE NEXT PLACARD DEADLINE IS 
JUNE 18TH.  PLEASE RESPECT OUR 
DEADLINE AND PLEASE KEEP 
ARTICLES AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE, 
NO LONGER THAN 300 WORDS.  
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO: 
shutterbugeville@aol.com AND 
plymouth@plymouthucc.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS    

Men's Fellowship Breakfast 
Saturday, June 16, 8 am. The after breakfast 
program will be a power point presentation by Phil 
Hoefer about his and his son's adventures to 
Africa. It is titled, "Survivor: East Africa."  

PLYMOUTH MEMBER TO SPEAK 
 
Dr. Michele Betsill, an active Plymouth member, 
will speak to the United Nations Association of 
Northern Colorado--and you're invited! 
 
Dr. Betsill will speak on "The Political Landscape 
of Climate Change Governance:  The Kyoto 
Protocol and Beyond."  Dr. Betsill is co-author of 
the book CITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE.  
She says the Kyoto Protocol is "not the only game 
in town."  This should be of interest to Plymouth 
members concerned about the environment and 
peace with justice. 
 
The program will be on Saturday June 9 at 3:00 
p.m. at Harmony Library.  Come and bring 
friends!  For more information:  970-377-0863. 

Plymouth Men's Retreat 
Scheduled 
 
The Plymouth Men's Fellowship has scheduled its 
annual fall retreat for October 26-28, 2007 at 
Sunshine Mountain Inn near Allenspark. Please 
mark you calendar. The theme for this year is 
"Remembering and Being Remembered." We will 
explore the processes of understanding who we 
are and what you want future generations to know 
about you.  Please contact Phil Hoefer at 
pjhoefer@aol.com for more information. 
 COME AND LISTEN TO THIS 

VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS! 
 
Kathy Kelly Is a founder of "Voices In The 
Wilderness," a group which has taken medicines, 
school supplies and toys to children in Iraq during 
the U.N. sanctions, in direct violation of U.S. law.   
 
She has returned to Iraq several times since then.  
She was in Beirut, Lebanon during the final days 
of the Israel-Hezbollah war in the summer of 
2006.  She's a dynamic speaker, and author of the 
book OTHER LANDS HAVE DREAMS.  
  
Plymouth's Peace With Justice Team encourages 
you to attend her talk, reception and booksigning 
on Saturday June 16 at 7:00 p.m. at Foothills 
Unitarian Church, 1815 Yorktown.  For more 
information call Cheryl at 419-8944. 

PYOP – Pack Your Own Picnic 
in July and August 

 
The Youth Education and Congregational 
Life Committees would like to invite 
everyone for a time of fun and fellowship.  
Come to Rolland Moore Park Pavillion # 2 
after the service (approximately 11:30) on 
July 22 and August 19.  We will provide 
water, lemonade, and cups.  You bring your 
own picnic.  If your group (XYZ, Middle third 
herd, etc.) is interested in sponsoring either 
of these events by planning some fun 
intergenerational activities, please let either 
Terri Schulz or Sharon Benton know.  We 
hope to see everyone there.   

“Remember Plymouth 
Church in your will.”  

A child came home from Sunday School 
and told his mother that he had learned a 
new song about a cross-eyed bear named 
Gladly. It took his mother a while before 
she realized that the hymn was really 
"Gladly The Cross I'd Bear." 
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP    

GIVE BLOOD  
FOR PEACE 
 
 
 
“Blood Bonds, moving beyond violence”.  A 
Muslim - Christian - Jewish Blood Drive.   
A community service project of The Tent of 
Abraham, Hagar and Sarah (ToAHS) “Living  
Room Dialogue Group” to benefit The Garth 
Englund Blood Center at PVH.   
 
(ToAHS) invites members of Abrahamic faith 
communities - Christian, Muslim and  
Jewish, to join in creating a message of hope and 
possibility, right here in Fort Collins, 
an antidote to the deadly violence around the 
world and the nation. We believe that a Higher 
Power calls all of us to acts of community service 
and together we enact our common conviction 
that donating blood makes far more sense than 
shedding it! Your participation is an affirmation of 
faith, a statement that the blood uniting all people 
is far stronger than any act of hatred dividing us.    
 
Sign up to donate blood. (contact information 
below).  
 
WHEN:     Friday, June 22 between the hours 
of 9:00 am and 3:00 pm  
WHERE:  A PLACE FOR PEACE 
                  1605 West Mulberry Street, Fort 
Collins (directly across from City Park) 
 
During ToAHS dialogues, people of our three 
faiths come together in conversation and goodwill, 
listen to each other’s stories, beliefs and practices, 
but beyond our thoughts and beliefs, delicious 
food and hearty laughter, we share a commitment 
to face difficult challenges together.  We 
acknowledge that our storylines and practices may 
often conflict and we wrestle to answer hard 
questions and painful emotions with words rather 
than with acts of rage and violence. 
 
During the blood drive, ToAHS members will 
provide best practice guidelines to help you 
organize your own Living Room Dialogues and to 

raise questions or concerns about the process with 
long-time ToAHS participants of all three 
Abrahamic Faiths. 
 
We look forward to meeting you and thank you in 
advance for your generosity, courage and spirit! 
 
For more information or to sign up for “Blood 
Bonds” on June 22, please contact: 
 

Matt Carney (Islamic community) 416-1390 or 
308-0768   carney.matt@gmail.com 
Hazel Krantz (Jewish community) 482-1811 
    hazelkrantz@comcast.net 
Naomi Weidner (Jewish community)  214-0973 
   naomi.weidner@comcast.net 
John Beckett (Christian community): 493-1495 
   ss244@comcast.net  
 
Date and/or time doesn’t work for you, but you 
want to participate. Call the Garth Englund Blood 
Bank at 495-8965; make an appointment; tell them 
you are participating in the ToHAS’ “Blood 
Bonds” Donor Drive. 

Q. What kinds of motor vehicles are in the 
Bible? 
 
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the 
Garden in a Fury. David's Triumph was heard 
throughout the land. And Honda, because the 
apostles were all in one Accord. 
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP    

PLYMOUTH WISH LIST 
 
Wish List: Making the Present Possible 
With the vision of our Capital Campaign being 
realized, it’s now time to think about how to 
inhabit our new space. We take our inspiration 
from our ancestors at Plymouth: they used their 
resources to physically build our present 
structure, and then they stretched one more time 
to bring life to the space they had created. Much 
prayerful thought has gone into what it will take 
to make our contribution to the new life of our 
building come alive too. The result is a Wish List 
of furnishings needed to complete the renovation 
process. You can see examples and designs for 
the items for the chancel area in the insert. Other 
items to be given include: 
• Altar Table (already pledged) 
• Baptismal Font (already pledged) 
• Pulpit $3965 
• Lectern $3500 
• Choir chairs (40 at @130 each) 
• Sanctuary chairs (40 @ $130 each) 
• Chancel area chairs (4 @ $168 each) 
• Chancel area side tables (2 $TBD) 
• Pew cushions ($6400) 
• Deacon/Usher Table ($TBD) 
• Carpet in Narthex ($2052) 
• Preschool restroom ($9000) 
• Carpet & base in North Wing ($16,000) 
• Playground equipment & fence 

(approximately $20,000) 
• Church office furniture ($TBD) 
• Lateral file cabinets ($TBD) 
• Conference table ($TBD) 
• Conference room chairs (12 @$130 each) 
You may think we’re launching a Christmas in 
July project, but the tree you’ll see in the 
Fellowship Hall is actually our Wishing Tree. 
“Ornaments” of the items available for giving 
will be hung in the tree and as they are funded we 
will move them to a display showing our progress 
in making our new space an inviting home. If you 
have questions or would like to know more about 
how you can help, please contact Dianne Stober 
dianne.stober@comcast.net or 225-6446. 

CHECK IT OUT!    
 
TWO NEW VIDEOS IN PEACE WITH 
JUSTICE LIBRARY 
  
The Peace With Justice Library, located in the 
Fireside Room, has added two new DVD's for 
your use as individuals, or for a class or group. 
 
CONVICTION  (43 minutes) tells the story of 
three Dominican Sisters who took the 
proliferation of nuclear arms in this country 
personally.  Their protest at a missile silo in 
Colorado resulted in their being convicted of 
sabotage and spending some time in jail.  This 
thought-provoking documentary film includes 
interviews with several  people of varying points of 
view, including Ted Haggard and, of course, the 
nuns in question. 
 
STRONG ROOTS, FRAGILE FARMS takes a 
look at the plight of farmers forced off their land 
by corporate farms and the global economy.  This 
57-minute documentary, produced by the UCC,  
also suggests some things we can do about the 
situation.  It's narrated by Willie Nelson and 
includes a discussion guide. 
 
XYZ 
 
Saturday, June 9, 2007 
Location: Loveland 
9 a.m. – 3+ p.m.  (Home to Home) 
Tour of Lucky Three Ranch 
(www.luckythreeranch.com) 
8-person wagon for those unable to do a lot of 
walking  
Brown Bag Picnic Lunch – Seven Lakes Park – 
Sit & Visit /Walk or Bike the Loveland Bike Trail  
Cost: $1 per person/ shelter rental; optional 
donation to Ranch 
We will Car Pool due to parking restrictions at 
Ranch and Park 
No alcohol or glass containers at Park 
Details have gone to e-mail list for XYZ 
Details sheets available at sign-up sheet in 
Fellowship Hall 
Questions:  Betty Weber at 613-1789 or 
pr.bb.weber@comcast.net 
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COMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATES    

We thank and recognize the following 
members for their gifts to the Endowment 
Fund in 2005 and/or 2006: 

• Brian and Michele Betsill  
• JoAn and Mike Bjarko  
• Matt and Claire Boyles  
• Pete and Judy Bullard  
• Hal Chorpenning and Jean Sancafon  
• LaDonna Courter  
• Anonymous  
• Tom and Paula Dille  
• Janet Fritz  
• John Hafnor  
• Phil and Suzi Koster  
• Saralyn Laughlin  
• Anonymous  
• Gayle and Rich Maroncelli  
• Larry and Janet McCulloch  
• Curt and Ruth Minter  
• Carl and Bea Mohr  
• Chet and Patt Moore  
• Mary Mosier  
• Tom and Karen Nesler  
• John Henry and Corinne Peck  
• Don and Jean Preslan  
• Bruce and Linda Preston  
• Greg and Sue Rutherford  
• Hugh and Barbara Sanborn  
• Dave and Sharon Smith  
• John and Karen Smith  
• Paul and Lynne Soraci  
• Bill and Peggy Sproul  
• George and Marilu Theodore  
• George and Marcia Worcester  

In addition we thank and recognize the 
Irrevocable Gift Annuity bequeathed to 
Plymouth Church from  

• Curt and Ruth Minter  
 
The Planned Giving Committee 
 

Help Create the  
U.S. Department of   
Peace  
  
"Neither left nor right, but forward!" 
Last year, Dennis Kusinich introduced in the 110th 
Congress legislation to create a U.S. Department of 
Peace. HR808 will create a cabinet level Department of 
Peace to research, facilitate, articulate and teach 
peaceful, practical, profitable solutions to domestic and 
international conflicts. So far, it has 66 co-signers. 
The Peace Alliance, headed by Marianne Williamson, is 
the organization whose sole purpose is the creation of 
the U.S. Department of Peace. Plymouth’s Peace With 
Justice Ministry and Prayerworks For Peace are totally 
committed to the project, and the 2007 December 31st 
International Hour For Peace will be devoting 
considerable time to it.  
So what can you do to help create this vital legislation?  

• Check out the national web addresses, 
www.dopcampaign.org and 
www.thepeacealliance.org, and the Colorado 
web address, www.coDoPcampaign.org  

• Get on the Fort Collins area Emailing list, 
DrVickie@att.net  

• Attend the local DOP meeting Sunday, June 3, 
2 - 4 PM, in the Community Room at the 
Harmony Library.  

• Volunteer to help work the Congressional 
District 4 Peace Alliance tables at numerous 
festivals this summer. Contact the coordinator, 
Mark Beck, 416-9956, mbeck@mywdo.com  

• Contact your District 4 Congressional 
Representative in Washington, D.C., Marilyn 
Musgrave, and tell her to co-sponsor HR808. 
She can be reached at 970 663-3536 or http://
musgrave.house.gov/contact  

• Let all your friends know about the Peace 
Alliance and ask them to get involved. They 
can find their Congressional Representatives at 
www.congress.org by entering their zip code.  

• Attend the peace vigil on the NW corner of 
College and Mulberry every Saturday 12-1 p.m. 
For more information, contact Joe Stern, 493-
7030, joesternfc@yahoo.com  

• Attend Prayerworks For Peace Interfaith 
Services Sunday evenings at 7:15 in Plymouth’s 
East Room. We are actively praying for this 
project.  “Remember Plymouth 

Church in your will.”  
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COMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATES    

INTERFAITH  
COUNCIL UPDATE  
 
 
So does it seem a stretch to identify the Fort 
Collins Area Interfaith Council with the Swift 
Meatpacking raids in Greeley last December?  
Not really. For it is Catholic Charities of Northern 
Colorado, headquartered in Fort Collins, which 
has provided financial support to the 250 bereft 
Hispanic families in our neighboring community. 
Director Helen Somersall was interviewed recently 
on the PBS Newshour with Jim Lehrer in regard 
to that outreach. A portion of Plymouth's $1800 
annual contribution to Interfaith Council finds its 
way into the non-denominational services 
rendered by Catholic Charities.  
The thirty-seven year old Interfaith Council, 
composed of thirty faith communities, holds bi-
weekly meetings - a business meeting on the first 
Thursday morning of each month and a program 
on the third Thursday mornings. The latter usually 
features services of one of the thirty-eight agencies 
affiliated with the organization. Periodcially an 
advocacy program is featured, such as the one in 
May when plans for the UniverCity development 
on the northside of downtown Fort Collins were 
presented in relation to the impact on the 
homeless population in that area.  
As the newly appointed representative from 
Plymouth Congregational Church to the Interfaith 
Council, I have learned how it has also been an 
"incubator" of services in meeting human needs 
over the decades. Among these were The Food 
Bank of Larimer County and the Homeless 
Prevention Initiative. It's a privilege being a part of 
this creative network today.  
Richard Thompson  

KATRINA WORK TRIP 
 
Have you wanted to do something to help rebuild 
lives in Katrina-ravaged New Orleans? Now you 
can plan to go with churches that have been doing 
repairs on the Navajo reservation at Shiprock, 
New Mexico, who will be traveling to the Gulf to 
work October 21 - 27.  
More information is posted on the bulletin board 
in Fellowship Hall under " Mission Notes " and 
will be updated as we learn more. The deadline for 
registration is September 10.Questions? Contact 
Don Carpenter or Paula Dille.  
Thanks,  
Mission Committee 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
 
Thanks to those who gave money and baby 
clothing to Church Women United May 
Friendship Day. (May 4, 2007) 
 
We grow smaller in number but our giving 
increases. Amazing how our enthusiasm keeps 
growing and how gifts come to us from surprising 
sources. 
 
Maternity Assistance is not our only program that 
we finance - did you know that we have a program 
that supplies children’s books to jail inmates so 
that they can read to their children to at least 
maintain some special contact with their children. 
I had books given to me for that program. 
 
I also had fifty (50) brand new books given to me 
by a Fort Collins author to go to some of the 
families we assist for the purpose of reading to 
their children. We feel that it is important that 
parents read to their children. 
 
Just remember that donated funds should go 
through the Church Treas. and they quickly pass it 
on to our program. 
 
Dorothy M. Richardson 
 

 

The Lord shall fight for you, and ye 
shall hold your peace. 

                                                     Exodus 14:14 
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BREAKING GROUNDBREAKING GROUNDBREAKING GROUNDBREAKING GROUND    

 
            Here are pictures from Plymouth’s Groundbreaking Ceremony held on May 20, 2007 
  

 
 
 
 

Thanks to Marilu Theodore for the awesome photography 
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CHRISTIAN EDCHRISTIAN EDCHRISTIAN EDCHRISTIAN ED    

As you read this note, I have probably just 
returned from a relaxing, refreshing mini-vacation 
celebrating my one-year wedding anniversary.  I 
should be recuperated from year-end craziness and 
ready for a summer of mission trips, planning, 
study leave, and recruiting of volunteers for next 
year. I would like you all to know that the 
pampering portions of this experience were made 
possible by your generous donations for my 
ordination gift—the money left over after the robe 
purchase was given to me and saved for this 
special weekend.  From the bottom of my tired 
heart, thank you.   
 
Next month I intend to provide you with a quality 
Placard piece.  Until then, a few words about our 
summer mission trips. 
 
A group from Plymouth will be journeying to 
Tucson, AZ, from June 3-10.  We will have a 
special commissioning during worship on June 3 
before heading out.  We ask for your prayers—
that we might remain safe and healthy; that we 
might be open to new perspectives, people, places, 
and experiences; that we might see God and the 
Holy in new places as well as in familiar ones; and 
that we might create a community with each other 
even as we encounter the broader human 
community to which we are inextricably 
connected. The following are our team members: 
Sharon Benton, Julie Mavity Maddalena, Mike 
Mavity Maddalena, Heather Crandall, Kelsey Baun, 
Kate Greuel, Lauren Karbula, Alison Koziol, Peter 
Koziol, Michaela Maddalena, J’Lyn Maddalena, 
Dylan Maddalena, Carrie Nesler, and Elle Noon. 
Also.. 
The dates of our junior high mission trip to 
Denver have been changed. We will now be 
participating in this urban ministry August 1-3.  
Hopefully you’ve read about this opportunity in 
Placards past.  We are open for new junior highers 
to join us so please contact Julie Mavity Maddalena 
ASAP to join this team. 
 
Shalom and safe, rich, joyful summers to you all, 
 
 

 

The Liberated Prisoner 
 

David A Duncan 5-3-2007 
(Whom once was Bound) 

 
I once was lost but now I'm found 

was blind but now I see 
I was bound in the darkness of my sin 
And the Lord came and rescued me 

He has broken the chains of this world 
And now liberty reigns in my heart 

My life sings a song for the all to hear 
About how he has taken me worlds apart 

How will I ever give back to Him 
All that He’s bestowed upon me 
For giving His life as a ransom 

To set the captives free 
In this day I declare to you 

That I will live for you until I die 
I surrender to you all that I am 
Please come and live your Life 

Allow me to shout to the World 
The testimony of my past shame 

How you came and lifted my head 
And wiped all of my fears away 

For there is no shame for the one you've 
ransomed 

Or for anyone that you have set free 
For the one whom Christ Sets Free 

Is truly free indeed 
May my life that is committed to you 
Be a fisherman to all that are bound 

One by one may many come 
To hear this beautiful sound 
Of the liberated prisoners 

Singing the Song of Joy and Glee 
“I once was lost and now am found 

Was blind but now I see” 
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PLYMOUTH PRAYERSPLYMOUTH PRAYERSPLYMOUTH PRAYERSPLYMOUTH PRAYERS    

Please keep these 

members and friends in 

your prayers.  

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
 
Wayne & Colleen Shepperd on the birth of their 
grand-daughter, Heidi Anne, born March 29 to 
Marnie and Paul Clay. 
 
Jon Dodson who has been accepted to the Pacific 
School of Religion 
 
 
 
 

  Two Wolves

One evening an old
Cherokee told his
grandson about a
battle that goes on
inside people. He
said, "My son, the
battle is between two
"wolves" inside us
all.

One is Evil. It is
anger, envy, jealousy,
sorrow, regret, greed,
arrogance, self-pity,
guilt, resentment,
inferiority, lies, false
pride, superiority, and
ego.

The other is Good. It
is joy, peace, love,
hope, serenity,
humility, kindness,
benevolence,
empathy, generosity,
truth, compassion
and faith."

The grandson
thought about it for a
minute and then
asked his
grandfather: "Which
wolf wins?"

The old Cherokee
simply replied, "The
one you feed."

What we are is God's gift to us. 
What we become is our gift to 
God. ~ 
                                 Eleanor Powell 
 

Congratulations to our Graduates! 
 
We have combined High School, College and 
Graduate School grads, and we celebrate all your 
accomplishments! 
 
Jake Joseph 
Caitlin Karbula  
Brad Reider 
Anya Gedrath-Smith 
Matt Leavitt  
Kelsey Baun 
Karl Achiu  
Jon Dodson 
Will Byrne 
Shelby Blessing  
Amy Nesler  
Amanda Woodall 
Rusty Lieurance  
Andrea Karapas 
Sarah A. Evans 
Zak Sumner 
Jean Sanfacon 
Tia Dodson  
Heather Crandall 

God loves each of us as if there 
were only one of us. ~ 
                                      St. Augustine 
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LIFE & CARELIFE & CARELIFE & CARELIFE & CARE    

Plymouth  
Congregational  

United Church of 
Christ 
 
AN OPEN &AFFIRMING 
CONGREGATION 
Gathered in 1903. 
www.plymouthucc.org 
plymouth@plymouthucc.org  
(970) 482-9212 
 
Church Staff 

 
The Rev. Hal Chorpenning 
   Senior Minister 
   hal@plymouthucc.org 
 
The Rev. Sharon Benton 
   Associate Minister for  
   Congregational Life & Care 
   sharon@plymouthucc.org 
 
Julie Mavity Maddalena 
   Christian Ed Director 
   Julie@plymouthucc.org 
 
Karin Marsh 
   Church Secretary 
  plymouth@plymouthucc.org 
 
Carrie Hanson 
    Music Coord./Organist 
 
Donna Solverud 
   Choir Director 
   tdsolverud@aol.com 
 
Jan Welch 
   Organist 
 
Alda Frucci, Porter Industries 
   Custodians 
 
 John Collier 
    Newsletter Editor 
    shutterbugeville@aol.com 

A UCC History 
 
I set foot in my first UCC church in February of 1997.  
 
I was visiting the Claremont School of Theology in California on a 
“prospective student weekend” and decided I’d rather explore the town on 
that sunny Sunday morning than attend the United Methodist Church (of 
which I was still a member) next door to the campus. I’d never heard of the 
United Church of Christ, but I wandered down that particular street, and 
people were smiling and inviting as they gathered; I joined the line heading 
through the doors before I could reconsider. While I sat preparing for 
worship, I read the bulletin and experienced a second first: an Open and 
Affirming statement. I cried in my pew, never having known such an 
extravagant welcome into a church. 
 
Looking back I feel I should have recognized the Spirit’s tug in that moment – 
but it wasn’t until the year 2000 and more than 2000 miles distant that I began 
exploring the denomination as a possible spiritual home. And yet again I 
experienced the Spirit’s pull in the transition. Everything fell into place to help 
me meet mentors and friends who shepherded me through ordination and into 
the full life of the United Church. 
 
The congregation that I joined in New Haven, CT also provided office space 
for the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns (the current organizational home 
of the Open and Affirming movement), and I became friends with the Interim 
National Coordinator for the Coalition. Rebecca was instrumental in helping 
me open to the possibility of parish ministry instead of remaining in 
chaplaincy, where I had thrived for the previous 6 years. One (1) day after 
Rebecca made me promise to broaden my job search, I found Plymouth’s 
profile for an Associate Minister. 
 
The connections may seem stretched to some, but for me the movement in 
each part of my life is clear. The Spirit has been calling to me through the UCC 
for ten years, and I cherish this denomination in ways that perhaps only those 
rejected from other churches may. I always look forward to opportunities to 
give back and opportunities to share this denomination with others.  
 
One way I am doing so is by attending the UCC’s General Synod (where the 
“work” of the church is done on a national level every 2 years). This June we also 
celebrate the UCC’s 50th anniversary at General Synod! To gather with others who 
value our church’s ministry as much as I do reinvigorates my passion for what 
we do here at Plymouth.  
 
While working in the national context cannot be a reality for all members of 
the UCC, we also have opportunities right here in the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. Our annual meeting is June 8-10, and even if you’re not a 
delegate, visitors are welcome to take part in the workshops and worship. We 
also always have openings on various Ministry Teams in the Conference –  
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what a great way to know people from other 
churches and the workings of the wider UCC! If 
you’re interested in learning more, you can find 
descriptions of each Ministry Team at 
www.rmcucc.org/committees.htm, or contact me 
anytime. 
 
I’ve been getting to know the UCC for 1/5 of its 
existence as a United Church, and I feel amazingly 
blessed for its presence in my life and in God’s 
world. However long you’ve been a part, may you 
too experience joy in our ministry together as the 
United Church of Christ. 
 
Blessings, 

 
 
P.S. The dates I will be at General Synod in 
Hartford, CT are June 20-27. See you when we’re 
back! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! 
 
PLYMOUTH ALL-CHURCH 
RETREAT IS COMING!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Plymouth All-Church Retreat is 
scheduled for Labor Day Weekend 
and will be held on September 1-2 at 
LaForet in Colorado Springs. 
It will be a one night event, lasting 
all day on Saturday and Sunday.  We 
made this move based on your 
suggestions, so that we may keep 
the cost down for you. 
Watch the next Placard for more 
details concerning cost, etc. 
Please join us for this outstanding 
event. 


