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WORSHIP FOR FEBRUARY 

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 

916 West Prospect Road • Fort Collins, CO 80526 • 970.482.9212 

www.plymouthucc.org • plymouth@plymouthucc.org 

 
All Services are at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m., unless 
otherwise noted 
 
Just remember: 9 – 10 – 11…education for all 
between worship 
 
February 3 
Communion at both services 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 24.12–18 & Matthew 17.1–9 
 
February 6 – Ash Wednesday 
Soup Supper at 6:00, provided by the Deacons 
Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 
February 10 – First Sunday in Lent 
Matthew 4.1–11 
 
February 17 
John 3.1–17 
6:00 p.m. Contemplative service in the Style of Taizé, 
followed by a simple supper 
 
February 24 
John 4.5–42 
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FROM HAL’S DESKFROM HAL’S DESKFROM HAL’S DESKFROM HAL’S DESK    

PLACARD DEADLINE 
THE NEXT PLACARD DEADLINE IS 
FEB 18th.  PLEASE RESPECT OUR 
DEADLINE AND PLEASE KEEP 
ARTICLES AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE, 
NO LONGER THAN 300 WORDS.  
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO: 
shutterbugeville@aol.com AND 
plymouth@plymouthucc.org 

Another Sign of Life & Growth 
 
Perhaps you’ve heard the dire predictions related to 
“the decline of mainline churches.” (Or maybe you 
didn’t know that our numbers are supposed to reflect a 
death spiral.) To quote Mark Twain (a member of 
Asylum Hill Congregational Church in Hartford), 
“Reports of my death are greatly exaggerated.” 

Certainly, decline isn’t in evidence at 
Plymouth, where we have grown significantly in terms 
of membership, money invested in Plymouth’s mission 
and ministry, and the square footage and infrastructure 
of our facility.  

Yet, there is another significant sign of life and 
growth at Plymouth that may not be so obvious to 
even the closest observer. Our denomination, like 
many others, has a challenge in attracting people into 
ordained ministry. No, it’s not the prestigious 
profession it once was. It takes a minimum of seven 
years of higher education, and the average minister 
enters the profession with $32,000 in student loans. 
But, for some reason, some folks are still called to 
ordained ministry. 

Here at Plymouth, we have three members 
who are attending seminary (and one more may be 
on the way soon) who are “in care” of the 
Northeastern Association of the Rocky Mountain 
Conference. That’s astounding! There are only six 
students in care of the association, and half of them are 
members here at Plymouth! 

Plymouth’s Board of Deacons is responsible 
for their “care and feeding” during their time of 
discernment and education, and each of them has met 
with the deacons and been recommended by them for 
“in care status.” 

Jamie Kepros is in the middle of her second 
year at the Iliff School of Theology and is in the 
midst of a one-year internship with Community United 
Church of Christ in Boulder. (Interestingly, their 
minister’s name is Pete Terpenning…and it’s the 
church Verley and Wes Boulton helped to build in the 
1960s.) Jamie is Sharon Benton’s partner and was the 
church administrator for United Church on the Green 
in New Haven. (So, she already knows all the secrets of 
how a church really runs!) 

Jon Dodson started in the fall of 2007 at the 
Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, Calif. (PSR is 
affiliated with the UCC.) Jon and Tia moved westward 
last summer so that Jon could attend this wonderful 
seminary, which is part of the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, a consortium of divinity schools 
from a wide array of denominations. Jon was also 

recently hired as the director of youth ministries at 
Community Congregational UCC Benicia, Calif.  

Ken Ingram is our newest in-care student, 
and he began by taking one class at the Iliff School of 
Theology in Denver last fall. Ken has a business 
background (which can be very handy in different 
aspect of parish ministry!) and formerly worked for 
Hewlett Packard. Ken currently sees his call as being 
ordained to a ministry of helping churches navigate the 
treacherous waters of administration…a growing field! 

Jeff Dodson isn’t in care…yet, but has already 
served two UCC congregations in our conference as a 
Licensed Minister. Before becoming interim minister of 
First Congregational UCC in Casper, Wyoming, Jeff 
served as interim minister of Creede (Colorado) 
Community UCC. Jeff is currently looking at 
possibilities for divinity school. 

Each of these Plymouth members is currently 
discerning their call to ordained ministry, and each of 
us at Plymouth can support them by giving words of 
encouragement and praying for them. As a church, we 
are able to make a small contribution toward their 
seminary expenses with a grant from our Lenters Fund 
for Seminarian Education each year. I give thanks that 
we are able, as a congregation, to help provide future 
ordained leadership in the UCC through these 
wonderful members! 

Shalom! 
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DEACON’S BENCHDEACON’S BENCHDEACON’S BENCHDEACON’S BENCH    

THE DEACON’S BENCH 

       
(The Deacon’s Bench is a  
new monthly column, featuring  
a reflection from a member of  
the Board of Deacons.) 
 
It had already been dark for a couple of hours on 
a wintry Saturday evening in December when I 
pulled up to a remote bus stop on the east side of 
town.  I had a bit of a layover before I finished 
my route, so I switched on the map light and 
pulled out my book.  I’d been reading for a few 
minutes when a bicycler swooped into the beam 
of my headlights.  He put his bike on the rack, 
and I opened the bus door to a bearded man clad 
in a dark coat and hat.  As he boarded, I 
acknowledged him and we engaged in a brief 
exchange of remarks before I returned to my 
book for a few more minutes. 
 
Then came the unexpected question, “Ma’am, are 
you a Christian lady?”  “Yes,” I replied.  “Yes, I 
am,” although I felt a bit amused at applying this 
terminology to myself.  It seemed much more 
apropos for someone like the older woman 
always seated two pews in front of my family 
back in the 1960’s, whose fox stole fascinated me, 
seeming to have bitten itself in the tail while 
running around her neck.  I went back to my 
book.  I might be able to finish the chapter before 
time to take off again. 
 
He then said something startling.  “Would you 
pray for me?”  I put my book aside and turned to 
look at him.  “What should I pray for?” I said.  
“That my wife will change her mind about the 
divorce.”  Almost in a whisper, I asked, “What’s 
your name?”  “Joe,” came the hushed answer.  
“OK, Joe, I’ll pray for you.”  “Thank you,” he 
sighed.  “I thank you, Ma’am, ..so much.”  He 
sank back into his seat, seemingly relieved of a 
burden. 
 
A few minutes later, at the appointed time, I put 
the bus in gear and we left the stop.  When we 
arrived at the transit center, he sped off again into 
the darkness.  And so.., I pray for Joe.  I pray that 

God’s peace will be with him.  I pray that his 
relationship issues will be resolved, in whatever way.  
And I pray that his faith will always be as strong as it 
was that night, to trust someone like me with his 
deepest wish. 
 
So, I’m wondering……has anyone come to your 
“bus stop” in life lately?  And were you so engrossed 
in your own pursuits that you almost failed to notice 
them?  Was it a family member or friend?  Maybe a 
casual acquaintance, like a store clerk or waitress?  
Or perhaps even a total stranger that appeared out 
of the dark of night?   
 
Before Joe got off my bus that evening, he turned, 
met my eyes, and said, “God bless you, Ma’am.”  
Yes, I am blessed.  Blessed that Joe saw something 
in me that made him feel I was worthy of his trust.  
Blessed that my own faith tells me that even though 
I never saw Joe before, and may never see him again, 
my prayers could make a difference in his life.  And 
blessed that I was reminded, in a holy moment on a 
dimly lit bus, that even the smallest amount of my 
sincere presence and attention could help another 
soul in need. 
 
God bless you, Joe. 
Cinda Blessing 
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UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS    

PLYMOUTH ART SHOW!!! 
ART SHOW 
     ART SHOW 
           ART SHOW 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
NOW!!! 
 
The Congregational Life Committee is gearing up 
for the Plymouth Third Annual Art Show. 
WHE#?  April 12-13th, 2008 
WHERE?  Our new digs!  ☺☺☺☺ 
This is a call for all artists out there to help us put 
on an even better show this year! 
The show is open to ALL art mediums and to 
ALL ages. 
This is a monumental task for the committee to 
put together so we ask that you please respect our 
guidelines and deadlines as you have in the past.  
We really do appreciate that! 
We need to know the following information no 
later than March 20th, 2008: 
1. Your name 
2. What you plan to exhibit (kind of medium) 
3. The title of each piece 
4. The approximate overall size of the piece 
5. A short bio on you as the artist (if you 

previously provided, we have yours) 
We must have this information in order to do 
the program.  Thanks on this!!! 
Please email this information to both Saralyn and 
John at:: 
slhanks@aol.com 
shutterbugeville@aol.com 
 
We must restrict art to a total of 3 pieces from 
each individual, if exhibiting things such as 
photographs or framed art pieces. Quilts and large 
pieces will be accepted on  space availability.  
Note:  If you are exhibiting something small that 
can be put on a table, such as jewelry, baskets,  
pottery, wood products, etc.. let us know and we 
will try to accommodate more than 3 pieces for 
you. 
 
We ask that you bring your artwork to Plymouth 
either on Saturday morning, April 12th by 9:00 AM  

or before.  We ask that you leave your work up 
until after the second service on Sunday, April 
13th.  We will keep it in a safe place for you if you 
need to leave it. 
 
There will be an artist’s reception and art 
viewing beginning at 3:00 PM Saturday, April 
12th.   
 
We really need volunteers to help out in setting up 
the exhibit on Saturday morning.  We also need 
easels if anyone has any to loan us!  Email the 
above individuals if you can help us out. 
We also need help with designing and printing the 
artist’s program and making name plates for the 
pieces of art. 
If you have any questions or can help out, contact 
Saralyn: 484-4368 or John: 980-5003 or at the 
email above. 

 

    LAFORET  2008 
 
MARK YOUR CALE.DARS 
.OW, .OW, .OW  
FOR LAFORET!!! 
 
The All-Church Retreat at LaForet will take place 
at a different time this year!  In years past, we 
have met on Labor Day Weekend and 
understanding this may be an inconvenience to 
some members, we have decided to try a 
different weekend this year.  So mark your 
calendars now for the weekend of August 15-17, 
2008.  Stay tuned…...more details to follow!  

Don’t have your membership directory 
yet?  Please stop by the church during 
regular hours and pick them up or if 
you cannot do that, contact Saralyn at 
slhanks@aol.com or at 484-4368 to 
make arrangements. 
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP    

HUGE, HUGE, HUGE 
YARDSALE FOR PLYMOUTH! 
 
This is a yard sale like you have never seen at 
Plymouth!!!  The Congregational Life Committee 
has partnered with A Storage Place (just south of 
Ft. Collins) for a spring yard sale extravaganza!   
The storage facility has set up storage units to 
accept donations over the winter for our spring 
yard sale.  Many people move out of storage and 
have a few items they either no longer want or 
don’t have room for at their new location.   So 
Congregational Life Committee member, John 
Collier, who manages the facility, offered to 
donate storage units to hold the donations over 
the winter.  Donations have been accepted for 
about 6 weeks now and A Storage Place has 
already filled up one unit and has opened up a 
second unit.  John and his staff are making it easy 
by having people drop off donations and they are 
putting the goodies in the units. So far it is 
amazing how nice the items are that are being 
donated.   
So the invitation is open to everyone to donate.  If 
you have any items that you wish to donate, you 
can drop them off at A Storage Place, 232 E. Co. 
Rd. 30. A Storage Place is located just off College,  
two traffic lights south of Trilby.  It is right across 
the street from Rest Haven Cemetery.  Their hours 
are 8:30-5:00 Monday-Saturday and 10:00-4:00 on 
Sunday.  The phone number is 669-9539.  They 
will be accepting donations until the yard sale, 
which will be held around the end of April, 2008.   

XYZ  
 
XYZ will be attending the play "Someone Who'll 
Watch Over Me" at Bas Bleu Theatre at 7:30 pm 
Saturday Feb 9th. Tickets are on hold at the Box 
Office. Please call 498-8949 to make your 
purchase, and mention that you are with the 
Plymouth Church senior group for a $2 discount. 
Also, sign the list in Fellowship Hall so we know 
who is coming and can have enough tickets 
available. Any questions, please call Linda Smith at 
472-0630 Looking ahead to March, we will be 
enjoying hearing about Phil Hoefer's Africa Trip 
on Sat. March 8 at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

WOME.’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
 
Dance of the Divine Feminine - An all-faiths 
Women's gathering to move together towards 
peace using the Dances of Universal Peace 
with Grace Marie and special guest 
musicians. Saturday, February 2, 7:00 pm, 
Fellowship Hall, Plymouth Congregational 
Church. Entrance is by donation. 

SAVE THE DATE 
.avajo Mission Trip – Sept. 24-27, 2008 
 
Save the date! The mission trip this year will be 
to the Navajo Nation at Hogback, NM. We are 
looking into the possibility of a few longer 
projects (five days or longer) that begin on a 
Monday or Tuesday instead of the traditional 
Thursday.  
                                          Mission Committee 

 

DO.'T FORGET - Check out the newest 
Small Groups Brochure in this month's 
Placard! 

HILLTOPPERS: 
 "Family Roots & Spiritual Roots"  
Thurs. Feb. 14, 12-2 p.m.  
Our fellowship of Senior members and friends 
invites you to lunch lovingly made by our Kitchen 
Angels. Stay after and join The Rev. Richard 
Thompson he shares some thoughts on 
genealogy. Please RSVP by Monday, Feb. 11th so 
we prepare enough food ($4 donation requested 
for lunch) - 482-9212 or sign up on the bulletin 
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FELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIPFELLOWSHIP    

HPI IS BLESSED! 
 
 
 
Evidence of rich blessings are everywhere at 
Plymouth. Homelessness Prevention (HPI) was a 
recipient of this generosity from members when 
the construction project began and we lost our 
FAX machine.  
 
The HPI interview volunteers are extremely 
grateful to Harry Halac who frequently, 
graciously faxed applications for many weeks. 
Other members who offered support: Jim Poole, 
Kaki Woods, Rich Thompson and Bruce Preston. 
 
Our thank you to Hal who made a new FAX 
machine available to us this month. 
 
A special thank you to members of the Social 
Concerns Committee who continue to approve 
payments for the cell phone service needed to 
receive calls and to make appointments. Their 
support, especially from Mary Shultz, is invaluable 
as we respond to those in need. 
 
Plymouth HPI volunteers responded to 180 family 
units with financial assistance in 2007; 420 
additional families received assistance from HPI at 
three other participating churches. The guidelines, 
developed by the board of directors for HPI, 
specify who is eligible for financial assistance. 
Unfortunately, all volunteers periodically interact 
with persons who do not qualify. 
 
 Support from United Way and other sources pay 
HPI administration expenses (only one employee; 
program director, Valerie Baker-Easley) so 100% 
of donations from the 26 faith communities go 
directly to applicants who qualify for rental 
assistance (an average of $229). 
 
In March, Plymouth will complete five years of 
volunteer work with the Homelessness Prevention 
Initiate. Please keep recipients and volunteers in 
this vital program in your prayers. 
 
Lorrie Wagner, Coordinator 

O#E GREAT HOUR  
OF SHARI#G   
March 2, 2008 
 
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have,” says the writer of Hebrews to the 
community of faith. The call was personal, a 
reminder that our actions as Christians speak as 
loudly as our words. God desires our participation 
in the lives of others. God’s call to share what we 
have encompasses people everywhere. The people 
fleeing violence in Sudan, suffering from AIDS in 
sub-Saharan Africa, reeling from devastation in 
Indonesia, starving in poverty in India, and 
recovering from any number of disasters around 
the United States – we are called to make a 
difference in their lives. We can do this through 
our special offering, One Great Hour of Sharing.  
 
As each of us gives to One Great Hour of Sharing 
we help families and villages around the world to 
build lives and communities that are healthy, safe, 
and sustainable. Sharing our resources really 
changes lives! 
 
Nine Christian church bodies including UCC work 
alongside Church World Service, transforming 
lives in this country and around the world.  Our 
gifts: 
 

• create sustainable income for rural 
villages 

• provide micro-credit to women to 
start poverty escaping businesses 

• teach trades and skills to those 
maimed by landmines 

• help rebuild communities ravaged 
by natural disasters 

• resettle refugees into new lives and 
much more! 

 
On March 2, we will dedicate each person’s 
offering during worship. Doing good and sharing 
what we have “shall be like a watered garden, like a 
spring of water, whose water never fail.” (Isaiah 58:11, 
NRSV) 
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COMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATES    

     "A Season for .onviolence”  
                     January 30-April 4 
 
Begun in 1998, the Gandhi-King-Chavez Season 
for Nonviolence is an international 64-day 
educational, media, and grassroots campaign 
dedicated to demonstrating that nonviolence 
is a powerful way to heal, transform, and 
empower our lives and communities. The 
Season book-ends the memorial anniversaries 
of Mahatma Gandhi (January 30th) and Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (April 4th), and 
honors their vision for an empowered, 
nonviolent world. Growing out of the passion 
and creative expression of spiritual and civic-
minded individuals in more than 400 communities 
around the globe, its purpose is to promote a 
proactive, life enhancing awareness of nonviolent 
activism as demonstrated by Gandhi, Dr. King, 
Cesar E. Chavez, and other heroic voices for peace 
with justice. 
The website of the founding organization, the 
Association For Global New Thought, 
contains details about events and activities 
communities and individuals can engage in. 
Go to www.agnt.org/, then click on "Season 
for Peace and Nonviolence." A site done by 
the Denver Area Task Force, 
www.spiritsite.com/forums/
nonviolence.shtml, includes 64 Daily 
Commitments to Live By such as, "Today, I will cause a 
ripple effect of good by an act of kindness toward another." 
During this season, Plymouth’s Peace With Justice 
Ministry team is providing programs about 
nonviolent activism including: 
* February 16th, 7:00 - A presentation of the Peace 
Alliance, the group founded by Marianne 
Williamson to help create the U.S. Department of 
Peace and Nonviolence (HR808). 
* March 15th, 7:00 – Viewing and discussion of the 
film “Conviction”, about nuns protesting nuclear 
missiles. 
 
Other ways you can participate in “A Season 
For Nonviolence” . . . 

• Attend Prayerworks For Peace 
Interfaith Peace Service Sunday 
evenings at 7:15 in Plymouth’s North 
Room.  

• Attend the peace demonstration on the 
NW corner of College and Mulberry 
(FC) every Saturday noon-1.  

• Go to www.mypeacespace.org, and 
share your messages of peace and 
nonviolence.  

• Learn more about the Peace Alliance 
and HR808 from the national website, 
www.thepeacealliance.org, and the 
Colorado site, 
www.CoDoPCampaign.org .  

• Ask your District 4 Congressional 
Representative, Marilyn Musgrave, to 
co-sponsor HR808. Contact her at 970 
663-3536 or http://
musgrave.house.gov/contact. 

 
Peace with Justice Committee 

WRINKLES?  Where? 
 
You might call them wrinkles, 
I call them fun lines. 
You see, every time I look in the mirror, 
I don’t see what others see. 
I look at my eyes and the crow’s feet that you see 
are from the many times I have laughed out loud 
at the silly mistakes I or possibly you have made. 
Or perhaps they were just from the pure joy of a 
happy occasion, but yes, I have smiled a lot. 
I see the other lines and think of the many days 
I have walked and lounged the sandy beaches of 
Hawaii or the Caribbean.   
Perhaps that one came from the blistering wind  
as I hiked the sand covered deserts of America. 
Oh, that one!  I remember it from the many days  
of hiking and just relaxing in the altitude of the 
beautiful Rocky Mountains.  You see, I go there to 
meditate with God! 
So next time you look in the mirror, pick out a fun 
line and reminisce about  where you were able to 
enjoy its creation.  What made you laugh?  What 
made you enjoy that day, week or month? 
 
THEN SMILE AND GIVE THANKS TO 
GOD!!! 
                                                          John Collier 
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COMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATESCOMMITTEE UPDATES    

Health Ministry:   Amour, Your 
Heart. 

 
 February is the month of love and our 
heart.  Typically, when we think of love we think 
of love of others.  But this February let’s think of 
love of self.   We can begin by preventing 
problems of the heart. 
 Heart disease and stroke—the principle 
components of cardiovascular disease—are the 
first and third leading causes of death in the 
United States.  Many people believe that older 
people are primarily affected.  While it is true that 
these conditions are more common among 
individuals aged 65 years and older, it is also true 
that the time for all of us to start preventing or 
minimizing heart problems is today.   

 Six preventative interventions include:  blood 
pressure control, cholesterol control, decreasing 
weight, increased activity, smoking cessation, and 
knowing our family history. 

Blood Pressure Control.  According to the 
New Hypertension Guidelines the normal or 
optimal blood pressure is less than 120/80.   The 
risk of problems doubles if your blood pressure is 
over 140/90.  Observation, life style modification 
and/or drug management by your health 
practitioner is warranted.   
 Cholesterol Control.  Watching and 
keeping the numbers associated with cholesterol 
within the normal range reduces the risk of 
cardiovascular disease.  These numbers include 
values for LDL (the “bad” cholesterol), HDL 
(“good” cholesterol), triglyceride, and total 
cholesterol. 
 The Cholesterol Treatment Guidelines 
recommends that all individuals over age 20 have 
their cholesterol checked every five years.  
Individuals with known cardiovascular disease or 
who have increased risk for cardiovascular disease 
should seek and follow the recommendation of 
their health provider.   
 Weight Control.  Excessive weight is a 
significant factor that increases the risk of 
cardiovascular disease and worsens several other 
heart disease risk factors such as diabetes.   
 Physical Activity.  Physical inactivity can 
contribute to excessive weight, diabetes, high 

cholesterol, and high blood pressure.  All of these 
factors greatly increase the risk of heart disease.  In 
fact, heart disease is almost twice as likely to 
develop in inactive people.  The American Heart 
Association recommends that we exercise at least 
30 minutes five times a week.  Exercise improves 
circulation, raises the level of HDL cholesterol, 
and increase energy level.  It also helps lower the 
blood pressure, cholesterol level, and weight. 
 Smoking.  Smoking is a significant risk 
factor for many serious conditions such as heart 
disease, stroke, cancer, and emphysema.  A 
smoker’s risk of heart disease is two to six times 
higher than a nonsmoker.   
 Family History.  This is a risk factor that 
we cannot modify.  If we have a family history of a 
father, uncle, or brother who had early heart 
disease before age 55 or a mother, aunt, or sister 
who had an early heart disease before age 65 then 
we have a greater risk of developing early disease.  
Knowing our family history, informing our health 
care provider, and reducing the modifiable risk 
factors discussed above will contribute to our 
cardiovascular health. 
 Attention to the above factors will enhance 
our overall health.  Our hearts can then be 
devoted to love not disease.   LOVE!!!!   
Fran Milde, PhD, RN 

SOME VALENTINE  
QUOTES 
 
 
"Love doesn't make the world go round, love is 
what makes the ride worthwhile." 
~Elizabeth Browning~ 
 
“Love never claims, it ever gives.” 
~Mohandas K. Gandhi (1869-1948)~ 
 
“Love is, above all, the gift of oneself.” 
~Jean Anouilh (1910-1987)~ 
 
"Being deeply loved by someone gives you 
strength, while loving someone deeply gives you 
courage." 
~Lao Tzu~ 
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND BUILDING  UPDATECAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND BUILDING  UPDATECAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND BUILDING  UPDATECAPITAL CAMPAIGN AND BUILDING  UPDATE    

 
 

Capital Campaign Update 
 

 
As a congregation we began our capital campaign two years ago.  We pledged $1,650,000 for our 
building renovation and enlargement, and another $71,000 to the Endowment Fund.  Our giving 
period is three years, ending in March 2009.  We’re doing well so far in our giving.  Gifts in 2007 
alone total $477,185, and we’re even a little ahead of schedule in our giving.   
 
In all, 58 of the 220 pledges have been fully paid, and many of these have exceeded the original 
amount pledged.  We greatly appreciate this early giving because it reduces our loan interest costs.  
Some other pledges have been increased, and we have received at least eight new pledges.  At this 
point in the campaign, any new gifts from existing members or new members will help reduce the 
principal on the permanent loan. In addition, some pledges have decreased, and some have not been 
paid on at all.  If you haven’t fulfilled your pledge, please consider catching up in the near future.        
 
As we all enjoy the new additions to our building and grounds, and we take comfort in  knowing that 
the building’s infrastructure is in much better shape, we thank all members for their continuing 
commitment to our church and its mission, both here in northern Colorado and around the world.   
 
And just one bookkeeping reminder—please mark “Capital Campaign” on your checks. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Capital Campaign Follow-up Committee  
Verley Boulton, Hal Chorpenning, Paula Dille, Larry McCulloch, and Tobey Yadon 
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CHRISTIAN EDCHRISTIAN EDCHRISTIAN EDCHRISTIAN ED    

Beginning February 17, the Adult Education 
program will be offering a 6-week study on the 
topic of forgiveness.  I think this topic is terribly 
important, largely because I find it one of the 
most challenging disciplines of the Christian 
faith.  I say “discipline” because of the 
intentionality and commitment the process of 
forgiveness requires.  Further, exploring 
forgiveness with the collective wisdom, 
experience, and desire of a faith community 
seems fitting for a discipline that is so deeply 
mysterious, difficult, and universal.   
 
The stories offered in the DVD series are 
dramatic examples of pain and anguish incurred 
by the depths of human brokenness. I know, 
however, that each of us have our own stories of 
pain and anguish at the hands of others.  We 
might need to forgive someone (or a group) for a 
hurt inflicted long ago.  That person may not still 
be alive.  They might be actively asking for 
forgiveness.  Or, they might be inflicting pain on 
us currently, maybe even intentionally, with no 
desire for our forgiveness.    
 
Whatever the case, our journey must begin with 
an awareness of the need for forgiveness.  This 
awareness might stem from the realization of the 
damage unresolved anger and hatred inflicts on 
ourselves and those around us.  Rarely do we 
wound those who have hurt us, or are hurting us, 
with the anger we hold in our hearts—especially 
those who have not asked for forgiveness.  Or, 
the awareness of this need might stem from the 
recognition that God calls us to forgiveness as an 
important aspect of love. 
 
Now, I am no expert on forgiveness, but I know 
the development of the initial awareness of the 
need for forgiveness can take quite some time.  
Years, even.  And this is okay.  Not only is it 
okay, it is an important dimension of the healing 
process.  Most of us know that we cannot, and 
should not, rush forgiveness. 
 
Once we have reached awareness of the need, we 
move to desire for forgiveness.  These may seem 
like related ideas, but I think they are two very 
different processes.  Realizing that something is 

“good for me” and actively desiring whatever that 
may be do not always enjoy an immediate cause 
and effect relationship.  Again, we might need to 
camp out here for quite some time before moving 
anywhere else in this arduous, ultimately liberating 
journey. 
 
And thus end my reflections for now.  Any further 
into this topic and I would not only surpass my 
realm of understanding, I would be diving into our 
topic before class has begun.  I mean only to 
stimulate thinking and encourage engagement with 
the process of forgiveness.  SO, if you find 
yourself anywhere along this wandering, diverse 
path, please join this study.  I think it will offer a 
venue for exploring one of our Christian 
disciplines that is powerful, scary, painful, tough, 
and redemptive.   
 

Julie    

Strength is the capacity to break a chocolate bar 
into four pieces with your bare hands--and then 
just eat one of the pieces. 
 
- Judith Viors 
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ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION    ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION    

 

Forum Schedule 
Forum sessions are held in the Adult Ed/Choir 
Room in the West Wing. 
 
Feb. 3  

“Current Issues in the Middle East” 
Prof. Bill Griswold 

 

Feb. 10 
“How to be Welcoming to International 

Students” 
Jean Griswold 

 

Feb. 17 and Feb. 24 
“Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Review” 

Prof. Dave Sampson 
Dave will be offering a review of this popular 
book along with his own insights and 
observations from the field of nutritional 
science.  Books will be on sale the preceding 
two Sundays in the Fellowship Hall though you 
do not need to have read them before the 2-part 
forum series. 

 

Mar. 2 
“An Introduction to Grant Farm” 

Mary Miller 
 

Mar. 9 
“The Progressive Christian” 

The Social Concerns Committee 
Plymouth UCC is part of the emerging 
progressive Christian thought and action.  We 
initially explored the concepts over a year ago 
and now want to review the information from 
that forum and start answering the question of 
"How do we become a progressive Christian 
everyday as well as in our church life?" 
 

 

Mar. 16 
 

“Living a Christ-led Life in a Violence Driven 
World” 

Art Rooze 
Art will be offering some of his insights and 
reflections on several theologians, stemming from 
his studies with Marcus Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan at Ring Lake Ranch this past summer. 
 

February/March Studies 
Feb. 17, 24, Mar. 2, 9, 16, and 30 

 
 “The Journey Toward Forgiveness: From Rage to 

Reconciliation” 
This DVD series includes multiple stories, 
documentary-style, of those who have been able to 
embark on a process towards forgiveness—
through heartrending and difficult—and find it to 
be a path to inner healing.  Each week we’ll look 
at a different story as well as biblical texts as we 
explore the many pathways in the journey towards 
forgiveness.  
This class will be held in the Adult Ed. Room in the 
6orth Wing. 
 
 
 When Things Fall Apart: Heart Advice for 

Difficult Times by Pema Chodron 
Facilitated by Irene Wherritt 

Ever had a bad hair day?  Let go of those old 
habits!  Explore basic Buddhist practices through 
the teachings of American Buddhist nun, Pema 
Chödrön.  Discover ideas for opening compassion, 
communication, and social action.  Six Sundays at 
10:00 am Starting Feb 17. 
This class will be held in the Fireside Room in the 
East Wing. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

UCC YOUTH UCC YOUTH UCC YOUTH UCC YOUTH     

IN ACTION!!IN ACTION!!IN ACTION!!IN ACTION!!    

Youth Education 
 
JR & SR HIGH BAKE SALE for Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 3rd - 9:00-12:00 for Jr. & Sr. High 
Mission Trips.  Please bring &/or come and buy 
some baked items for the sale! There will also be 
dips & other snacks for Super Bowl Sunday. 
 
TRAILBLAZERS 
 
We need workshop leaders for the spring.  There 
is a sign up list in the Fellowship Hall with spring 
workshops.  This is a 3-week commitment.  You 
are given a full lesson plan and all the support you 
need (as well as all the flexibility you want if you’d 
like to add your own ideas and creativity to your 
class). THIS IS AN 150-MINUTE 
COMMITMENT that allows our children’s 
educational ministry to flourish.  Please consider 
sharing your time and talents with the kids. 
 
Our early February workshops will explore 
Plymouth’s “Open and Affirming” mission to 
welcome diverse persons and families. Some of 
you likely remember the “Free to Be You and Me” 
book and songs, and our kids will be hearing some 
of those wonderful offerings.  They’ll also be 
exploring all different kinds of families as well as 
different ways of knowing God. 
 
Later in February the kids will make oil to 
celebrate the woman who anointed Jesus, play a 
game called “Busy” to learn about balancing all the 
good things in our lives, and learn about Zaccheus 
and his transformative encounter with Jesus. 
 
Also, please pick up your child/ren promptly at 
10:50, at the conclusion of the education hour so 
our Trailguides can get to worship on time. 

 
Parents Night Out 
Friday, Feb. 1 from 6-10pm. All elementary age and 
younger children are welcome to this fund-raiser 
for our summer youth mission trips.  Dinner is 
included.  RSVP to Julie! 
 
JR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
OWL SCHEDULE 
Sun, Feb. 10 at 12:15pm; bring lunch 
Sun, Feb. 17 at 12:15pm; bring lunch 
Thurs, Feb. 28 at 7pm 
  
JR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
 
Saturday February 9th - Bowling, 1:30-4:00, meet at 
the church.   
Sunday February 24th - Activity & time will be 
announced. 
 
Please call Vicki & Wendy if you want to get on the 
Jr High email list to be kept informed of all the 
Youth Group activities.  970-691-6988 or 
thompsonandbohlmann@comcast.net 
 
 **MARK YOUR CALENDAR: La Foret Middle 
School Spring RETREAT IS MARCH 14-16th, so 
plan to come along. It's alot of FUN!  We will get 
more information to you as soon as we get the 
registration forms! 
 
SR HIGH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
The sr. high class will be visiting various faith 
traditions this spring along with completing several 
service projects.  The service projects are still in the 
works, but the following are the visitation plans. 
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MORE YOUTH NEWSMORE YOUTH NEWSMORE YOUTH NEWSMORE YOUTH NEWS    

 
We will be going to the Jehovah Witness Kingdom 
Hall on Sunday, February 3rd.  The plan is to meet 
at church between 9:15 and 9:30, so we can leave 
promptly at 9:30 to drive over.  There service 
starts at 10:00, and we need to be about 10 
minutes early.  We can review the book about their 
faith and dress, etc on Sunday, the 27th.  Please let 
Ken Ingram (keningram@comcast.net) know if 
you will be attending, so we don’t leave without 
someone who wants to go with us. 
  
Our March visit will possibly be to the Quakers, 
details pending.  
  
In April, we will go to the Shambala Center on 
Saturday April 26th.  We will finalize plans as the 
time approaches. 
 
SR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 
 
The progressive dinner for the youth group will be 
on Saturday, February 23rd.  Aaron will be making 
more plans for this and will let you know. 
 
We will also grab some Big City Burrito and a 
movie another weekend.  So come prepared with a 
stomach and stay tuned for further details. 
The Youth Leaders 
 
If you’d like to get on the email, phone, text message list for 
sr. high youth events, contact Julie Mavity Maddalena 
(julie@plymouthucc.org). 
  
La Foret Leadership Retreat 
I’d like to thank the six senior high youth who 
represented Plymouth and its youth at the Jan. 25-
27 La Foret Winter Retreat.  Plymouth could only 
send six youth so youth wanting to go submitted 
essays.  The six selected youth each wrote essays 
about their motivation, their faith, and their 
commitment to sharing their experiences with 
Plymouth.  They all did amazing jobs so feel free 
to ask any of them about their essays or their 
weekend.  They are: Jack Blessing, Nicole 
Emmerich,  Kate Greuel, Andrew Hafnor, 
Alison Koziol, and Graham Soraci. 
 
 

 SOME YOUTH  
 HUMOR   

 
 

• An exasperated mother, whose son 
was always getting into mischief, 
finally asked him, "How do you 
expect to get into Heaven?" 
The boy thought it over and said, 
"Well, I'll just run in and out and in 
and out and keep slamming the door 
until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's 
sake, Jimmy, come in or stay out!'" 

• A father took his five-year-old son to 
several baseball games where The 
Star-Spangled Banner was sung before 
the start of each game. Then the 
father and son attended a church on a 
Sunday shortly before Independence 
Day. The congregation sang The Star-
Spangled Banner, and after everyone 
sat down, the little boy suddenly 
yelled out, "PLAY BALL!!!" 

• A Sunday School teacher challenged 
her children to take some time on 
Sunday afternoon to write a letter to 
God. They were to bring their letter 
back the following Sunday. One little 
boy wrote, "Dear God, We had a 
good time at church today. Wish you 
could have been there. 

• "Every evening, a mother and her 
young son, knelt down beside his bed 
so he could say his prayers. One 
night, obviously bored with the same 
old prayer, the little boy said this: 
"Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep, if I should 
die before I wake......can I have 
breakfast with you in the morning?"  
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Please keep these 
members and friends 
in your prayers.  

 
Recent Surgeries and Hospitalizations 
Dorothy Richardson 
Sylvia Pacer 
Pat Moore 
Bea Mohr 
Diana McHenry 
 

 
Our Sympathy is with 
Jennie Weller on the death of her husband 
Pete. 
Ginny Gibson on the death of her husband 
Harold. 
Chris Caramana on the death of her aunt 
Camilla Hart. 
Jim Poole on the death of his uncle Gene. 
Bruce McKenzie (Boulder church) on the death 
of his wife Jeannette. 
 

 
Joys 
to Julie and Mike Mavity Maddalena on their 
pregnancy.  

~~Thoughts for today~~  
• Did you ever notice: When you put the 2                           
words "The" and "IRS" together it spells 
"Theirs?"  
• A penny saved is a government oversight.  
• The real art of conversation is not only to 
say the right thing at the right time, but also to 
leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting 
moment. 
• Did you ever notice: The Roman   
Numerals for forty (40) are " XL."  
• Aging: Eventually you will reach a point 
when you stop lying {about your age} and    
start bragging about it.  
• The older we get, the fewer things seem 
worth waiting in line for.  
• Some people try to turn back their 
odometers. Not me, I want people to know 
"why" I look this way.  
• I've traveled a long way and some of the 
roads weren't paved. 
• You know you are getting old when 
everything either dries up or leaks.  
• Long ago when men cursed and beat the      
ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. 
Today, it's called golf. 

Lord, Keep your arm around my 
shoulder and your hand over my 
mouth...AMEN..!! 

 DO.’T MESS WITH SE.IORS 
 
We went to breakfast at a restaurant where the 
"Senior Special" was two eggs, bacon, hash 
browns and toast for $1.99. "Sounds good," my 
wife said. "But I don't want the eggs." "Then I'll 
have to charge you two dollars and forty-nine 
cents, because you're ordering a la carte," the 
waitress warned her. "You mean I'd have to pay 
for not taking the eggs?" my wife asked 
incredulously. "YES!!" stated the waitress. "I'll take 
the special then." my wife said. "How do you want 
your eggs?" the waitress asked. "Raw and in the 
shell," my wife replied. She took the two eggs 
home. DON'T MESS WITH SENIORS!!! We've 
been around the block more than once. 

 
Two rural church deacons who were having a 
sociable beer in the local tavern when they saw 
their minister drive by and take a good long look 
at their pickup trucks parked outside. 
 
One deacon ducked down and said, "I hope the 
reverend didn't see us or recognize my pickup." 
 
The other replied indifferently, "What difference 
does it make? God knows we're in here... and he's 
the only one who counts." 
 
The first deacon answered, "Yeah, but God won't 
tell my wife." 
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Plymouth  
Congregational  
United Church of 
Christ 
 
AN OPEN &AFFIRMING 
CONGREGATION 
Gathered in 1903. 
www.plymouthucc.org 
plymouth@plymouthucc.org  
(970) 482-9212 
 

Church Staff 
 
The Rev. Hal Chorpenning 
   Senior Minister 
   hal@plymouthucc.org 
 
The Rev. Sharon Benton 
   Associate Minister for  
   Congregational Life & Care 
   sharon@plymouthucc.org 
 
The Rev. Julie Mavity 
Maddalena 
   Christian Ed Director 
   julie@plymouthucc.org 
 
Karin Marsh 
   Church Secretary 
  plymouth@plymouthucc.org 
 
Carrie Hanson 
    Music Director 
    carrie@plymouthucc.org 
 
Donna Solverud 
   Choir Director 
   donna@plymouthucc.org 
 
Jan Welch 
   Organist 
   jan@plymouthucc.org 
 
Alda Frucci,  Custodian 
 
Tom Marsh, Sexton 
 
 John Collier 
    Placard Editor 
    shutterbugeville@aol.com 

Small Groups, Big Opportunities 
 
For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 

-Matthew 18:20 
 

Over the last several years I’ve heard longer-time members express, “There 
are so many new people that I feel like I don’t know anyone!” I’ve also 
been asked by newer folk, “How do I get to know people better – how do I 
get involved?” While there are endless answers to this question in a church 
our size (we always need ushers to hand out bulletins and greeters to say 
“good morning” at the door, not to mention coffee hour providers and 
cleanup/breakdown crews for special events), today I encourage you to 
look into our 7th season of small group offerings.  
Over the last 3 years, the Congregational Life Committee has dedicated 
itself to finding new ways for members and friends of Plymouth to “strive 
to provide opportunities for caring and fellowship…and to encourage the 
spiritual growth of our members” (from their mission statement). One of 
the ways they do this is by offering small group opportunities – short-term 
commitments of between 6 and 15 individuals gathered around a topic 
pertaining to a life of faith. These groups have ranged from regular 
offerings of Living the Questions and Saving Jesus to the reading of books 
like Soul Feast and The Last Week. We’ve had Lenten and Advent 
Communion services, Bible studies, and Spirit-Given Gifts sessions. 
Several groups are on going and ever open to new faces popping in to try 
them out (Sermon Talk-Back, Celtic Christian living, knitting prayers 
shawls, and yoga). 
Because everyone’s schedule has different conflicts, small groups have 
intentionally tried to alternate between early morning, noon and evening 
sessions. They’ve also been structured variously to emphasize our spirit’s 
connection to mind or body or emotion. Our newest choices can be found 
in the insert of your Placard, on the back of which you will find the names 
of the Congregational Life Committee. When you see these members, 
please let them know how small groups have been going for you, and what 
offerings you’d like to see in the future.  
As a part of this community, we are each challenged to create the 
hospitality that we are ourselves seeking. So reach out, get involved. Get to 
know one another, and get to know yourself! 
 
Christ’s Blessing, 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME OUTS FOR THE SOUL 
 

When You Feel That You've Failed... 
 
READ: Each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that. 
--1 Corinthians 7:7 
 
REFLECT: Winston Churchill flunked qualifying exams three consecutive years when trying to enter 
Sandhurst, the military institution. In particular, he could not seem to grasp Latin, which is astonishing 
when one reads the books of this masterly practitioner of the English language. But then, Thomas 
Edison was once at the bottom of his class, Albert Einstein flunked math and was called "mentally 
slow," and Henry Ford was written off by one teacher as "a student who shows no promise." 
 
Each of us has special God-given gifts, but sometimes we speak disparagingly of our gifts, viewing 
them as inferior to others' gifts. 
 
Using the gift God has given you may be the portal through which you must pass before new 
opportunities are revealed.  --Fred Bauer 
 
PRAY: Father, I've been guilty of coveting the gifts You've given others while disparaging the ones 
You've given me. Help me know what You've created me to do and give me opportunities to do it. 
 
DO: Pick a talent you haven't developed or have left behind. Look for a class to take or a group to join 
that will help you renew that interest and develop that skill.  


