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large: right/wrong, black/white, good/bad, saved/
In Praise of Civil Discourse damned. Life is not that simple, and neither is our
life together as a congregation. In some ways,
|t's a tense time in our nation and in the however, we are set apart from the rest of our

world as a whole. We continue to distinguish culture, to ben the world, but nobf the world.
between “us” and “them.” We are red or we are Plymouth’s Adult Education Committee
blue. We are patriots or we are traitors. We are was disturbed to hear some of the above
pro-life or pro-choice. We are black or we are experiences of our members and so decided to
white. Have you noticed that there are fewer ~ take action to help us engage each other in a
and fewer shades of gray in the way we engage loving way. At the outset of each book group

in public discourse? meeting and forum, you will hear the following
And yet, we as Christians are called to ~ welcome:X'( ) # *+ #, ™!
break down the walls that separate us fromone -) ). #, '#,( ,-# -(# #,

another. In the familiar words of the apostle Paul’ ! #(( +  #! /(- #, '#,
“There is no longer Jew or Greek, thereisno /[ )! +-0 ,# -# 1 -)#(( ,.1 #
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and ($  #, 1" (/# 02
female; for all of you are one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians 3.28-29)
The reason Paul wrote to that early church
in Galatia with these reminders is that the early
churchwasdiscriminatingbetween Jew and
Greek, slave and free, male and female. Imagine if
Paul were writing a letter to Plymouth today: “In
Christ, there is no Republican or Democrat; no
lesbian or heterosexual; no aged or youth...for all
of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
For the most part, we are civil in our
dialogue, as we showed during our last
congregational meeting. But | have heard from
several of our members that polemic finds its way
into the life of our congregation, often in Aduld E
forums and book studies. Here are several
observations | would reflect back to you:

* A lesbian woman who wouldn’t return
to a book study, because a vocal
antagonist made the situation feel
“‘unsafe.”

* A more conservative member, who '3 3
expressed his opinion during a forum "4 $HY%! &'()(*+ +H(+ $#
and was asked by another memb#r, 45%50 &H( # *H &)

that’s the way you feel, what are you , ,
doing at Plymouth?” -* (' S (B &H(# HH&

« A question during a new members’  [(*!)# ( " ( &, [#
class:“Do you haveto be a Democrat |$, "\ $ #* 1"($ 011 ,*+
to belong to Plymouth?” &H#(# #$+ (" (X1 )# 1,2
3

We at Plymouth are not immune from the 3
monochromatic or binary thinking of the culture g

—
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Thanks,
Les
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ANIMAL -ASSISTED only use dogs as AAT animals and they do not

provide training of human-dog teams. They do
THERAPY IN observe teams on visits to determine
NORTHERN appropriateness and register and insure those
COLORADO teams. Therapy Dogs Inc. visits schools, hospitals
by Lisa Stiles and nursing homes.

' 53

For centuries humans and

animals have shared a special bond that appearélr

to be a result of loyalty, compassion and 3

unconditional love.

Recently people have questioned the healing and )

motivating properties of this human-animal bond.

Professionals from various disciplines began H I+ /((
exploring ways in which animals could be utilized, "1, * 110

to aid in providing treatment. The use of animals | # "I+ - +H
in this capacity is referred to as Animal-Assisted B!

Therapy (AAT). AAT covers a broad spectrum of

animal uses from visits with dogs in a nursing

home to riding a dolphin in the Florida Keys. In (

Fort Collins there are three main organizations

involved in AAT: Human Animal Bond in <G B
Colorado (HABIC), Larimer Animal B

People Partnership (LAPP) and Therapy Dogs < < !

Inc. G
HABIC was established in 1993 at CSU's School

of Social Work to provide 6 month training for

human-animal teams and assess their N
effectiveness. They currently have 85 trained B
teams which visit schools, juvenile detention B G G

centers, hospitals, long term care facilities,
hospice programs and rehabilitation centers. Their <G B

research has shown that AAT can improve sociaP <
skills and increase the formation of trusting

relationships.

LAPP has been training human-animal teams for < B

18 years. Their training involves a 9 hour
workshop, but the animal must have previously

completed at least a basic obedience course. <G B

While HABIC uses primarily dogs as AAT <
animals, LAPP has used cats, chickens, rabbits, a

miniature horse and a llama. They conduct AAT < B

with children at Crossroads Safe house, Larimer
Center for Mental Health, and libraries. They alsg | |
visit adults with disabilities in group homes and A(, #)_# ’,_)( Jr/#( -(TL# ) ')D+#. #
international students at CSU. | (’# /) ')# (#’) I #’ i
Therapy Dogs Inc. is a national organization # #  FE10 T HR
established in 1990 with 7500 members. They

$



BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Building Committee is finalizing the contracthvour architect, RB&B, for the design and
construction phase services. The current projetdule calls for the design phase to begin irye rI
August and end in mid-January. During this ph#searchitects prepare drawings and specificatgpns,

: N |
based on our input and needs. Then, based ondbeseents, contractors will bid on our projed.

The current schedule calls for contractors to bithid- to late January 2007, with construction
beginning in early to mid-February. The commiteicipates that construction will take
approximately six months and will be done by tretstf the 2007-2008 church calendar year.
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How to Celebrate Equality Day

Margaret Fuller (1810 - 1850)
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CHURCH BLOOPER

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday
morning at 10. All ladies are invited to lunch in
the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done.

(A# ( ##
C < (

<
C B

4B
B! <&




Recently in the Hospital

Phil Moeckli (who had open heart surgery in
Virginia)

Vicki Chavez

CONGRATULATIONS

Sarah Kneece and Bryce Hach who were
married in Colorado Springs on June 3.

Margaret Freeland and Tim Braun who
were married on June 18 in Lyons,
Colorado.

Ruth Coberly and Barry Long who were
married in our church on July 8.

Sheryl Rivera and Tina Patrick whose holy
union was celebrated on July 15 in
our church.
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