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FOR ALL WOMEN!  
 
2 
������2��������==����>-:;�(? ���
6��@���
����
������ '�	
�� �
�������
���	����������
���������"
�������
�������
����	����
��������)�	���
����	�	
����������

����
���������
�������?�������9�����'�	��@���
=AAB��������	�
�7
����.
����


	���������2�����
����6������CADA�E;=FG����

�	���
����������	����
��
������������
��
�������	��������������
7�������������������	���
���
����H�#�@

�
������������������	����CIF�=;G��	����
���
�����������
�����
�*��(����
��������
������
��������������
�����	��
����	��	�������
����
����
���	������
���
���
����
������
���
�����	�������
�����'����
����	���	�����
��������

��	���
��������
��

������J�	���
	��J��
����
���
����'��
�����
��
#
��������	�������	����
����	���
�H�4���
������������ �"&����334 �	��	����
�� �

��'�2�����5��	�����
�
� ���?���	�@������������
	������������
	��������
��

	�����
���������	�
����
J��?��	������	��������J�
��'������
2����=K��K-:;�������,�

��	�
���
���	�
�	����,�

��	�
���)�����2����A=��K-:;�������
,�������6�����������������������3	

��L	

���������
.�	���2����AA��'����
	0����� ���������������	��
��������2�������)	����������IA;��
�����
����I=K��
� �
'��	
��������IF��
������������.
���
���	��
����	
��
��

�:;:�AED�=EK;�
�����	
�
	��
<'�?���	�����������
	��
����
)����
����������������
�������)�

	���#��
�����
2�
�����9
�M
���,�����7�������?����

�2��	��������
���

�����������������7�������#�	�����������������

����������

������������������
�	�	��
��
��������	 ��


��
��
��
������	

��
�
�����	��
	��������
)���AA��
	���'���?���	�@������������
	������
�
������	��=EEB�������������������
��:;;�
�������������	��
��	�������2������.�	�����
��
��������?��	��'��	��������J����
��	������
����	�������J������	���
�������
��3	��
�	��2�������
����'���N
��@����������
��
������'��	����������
��� �
����	������	
��
��
������������������.����


	���
,����.���	��
��)�����
����	
��
���
���������
���	
	�������
	��������
�������	�����2���	��
��	���
�������	
��

�����
�	����J?��	������	�����J�����
������
����
������J���	��.	�	����-�'���	
���
������
��
��J��'���?���	�@��	��������������1����
��	��2��� ���

���


���
�(��
	��7��	
�������

����
���
���	��
�
���	
�����	
�����
���������
�������
�

 Get-A-Grip 
�
� �����,!�"��	������������ �������
2��6�4/*����3�07��" ���
)���+�+���
����	

�������
2��������=>��>�����������3
���� ����
�����	�������������������������	

������
�	�����
,�	������	����
��
��
	�������6'/����	�����%��	���
�
������&��	�������������������	
��
���	�����
�
�
��
����
����6
���	
��
��(�	
����3����	��>;:�
���

���
�����7	����

��3	

��'���	�	�	
���"����
�
����
��+

��'����	����L	

�����7'L(-�:KK�=EF;�

HILLTOPPERS C�����
��G�
�
� ������������	���������	����������O��������������
�
�������
�������N
	������3	

�
������
��2���=B����
�

��	������.�


���	��3�

������������
	�	
���

������C���������	��.
����


	��G���������������
9	����������
�������	

��������	�	���	���	������
�	��	���
���

�
������
�	������	���������

�H�
P
�����@��������

���

����

����


���	������
�

��COOG��	��	���������
���	����
�
����������
��
�������
N
����?���������  

XYZ 
 
� ���N�������������	���
��5PQ��	

�������
����
'���������N����=:�	�������������.�


���	��3�

��
8���1�����������8 �
)	���>-;;�(�?���
7�������	
���7�1�	����
C����������	
���������	

����
������.�


���	��3�

 �
��

��	��,
�������	��	���2����:��G�
���
������
����������J�����	��J����������
�����������
���	
��
��IA�����
���	

����
������	������
�

������	
���	

������
�	������������
���	���
�
��	�����  



�����&��

��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
� ���

Do you want to help bring 
peace to our world?  
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REPORT ON PLEDGES  
 
� ��
��4
�������=F��=>:��
����������������
����	����	������
���
������(
��
�����������
�������	��A;;K��)����
��
���
�����
�����������	��
�����	��I::D�EKE���
�

���������������	�������
�������
����
����
�	����	�
�����
���
��(
��
���@���	�	���������
�	��	
��	�������
�	���������������
��
��
���
��������
���������������	�����	
������
2���?,�7�=�����������	�������'��������	��
�
��	������	

���������	��
����	
���
�����
�
��	�����������	

����������������
�������	
��
�
���������������������/��	
��
�������������	���
�
�������
��
��������	��
��	�������
��	�
����
)�������
��

��
���

�����	
��	����	��	��
������
������
����
�����?	���������	���
'��������	���
��	������

134�/*$,�	,*��,��00*�3�2��$�0+��"�
>�0'�(
:�(���'��33��00*�3���&/�$"�<�/��
	/���$$����,���"�����7*��)��'�>�0'��(�
$/���&34�/*$,?&34�/*$,*��'/�+' �
 

2 ��@��.�


���	��,���������	��'����2����A�����
������	

�������
���	����������������������
���	���
�
�����	������������
���
��
��HHH  



��������

��������������
��������������
��������������
��������������
� ���

PLEASE WELCOME THESE NEWEST 
MEMBERS INTO OUR CONGREGATION 
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Financial Snapshot for October 31, 2006 
 

 

� Annual Budget Actual Year-to-Date Year-to-Date % 

Total Income $440,162 $366,869  81.16 

Pledges 404,312 314,607 77.81 

Total Expenses 444,196 354,858 79.89 

Balance -4,034 12,011 �
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Countdown is on for End-of-Year CC Donations  
If you're planning to make a contribution to the Capital Campaign in time that it can count toward 
your 2006 charitable donations, please do so soon.  Karin needs to receive and deposit those 
contributions before the end of the year for you to claim them as part of your 2006 taxes.   
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“1-18 A.B.” 
In the past few months, we’ve celebrated 

three baptisms. There’s something immensely 
hopeful, joyful, and moving about an entire 
congregation embracing these babies and 
covenanting to help them grow in faith and spirit 
throughout their lives.  Can there be a better way 
to begin one’s journey in this crazy, confusing 
world than saturated by the love and prayers of 
an entire faith community? 

I experience these baptisms as a chance 
to revel in what’s wonderful in our world—the 
innocence and hope of new life, the fun of 
watching this baby play with Hal’s goatee, and 
the sacred, freely given grace of God. 

The part I find most meaningful in this 
sacrament is also the part that gives me the most 
pause.  It is the part in which we, the child’s 
community, covenant to walk with this child in 
his or her faith journey. 

Have you ever truly absorbed the impact 
of this commitment? Pondered just what it 
means to speak these awesome promises and 
accept this communal responsibility for the 
spiritual development of this child—and really 
of all the children in our church? 

What does it mean for us to be a part of 
our children’s faith journeys?  As a favorite 
preaching professor used to say: what does it 
look like? Or, in my words, what happens “1-18 
A.B.”? (“After Baptism,” that is)  And what does 
it mean that each of us makes this covenant?  
Not just parents.  Or those of us with a vocation 
or gift to teach children. 

Some of the answers are obvious.  Get 
involved in the Sunday school program. Teach a 
children’s message.  Support youth mission trips.  
Mentor a confirmand.  But this is more than just 
my plea for volunteers. Really.  

I’m wondering how we as a church fulfill 
our covenant to witness and support the young 
faith journeys in our midst.  I must admit that 
while I understand the mutual benefits and 
longstanding, widespread tradition, it sometimes 
makes me sad to see the kids leaving worship.  It 
almost feels like we segregate the kids—we’ll 
give you 5 minutes of our worship time, but then 

please don’t bother us.  And please don’t take too 
long. 

That sounds harsh. I’m sorry.  I really do 
understand the rationale, and I know everyone 
loves these kids. But for a lot of us, the children’s 
message and Prayers of the People are the only 
places we live out our covenant to witness the 
spiritual development of our kids. I am always 
amazed at the simple, profound wisdom that 
emerges during the children’s messages.        

I’m concerned about the message I hear 
from many that our youth enjoy many aspects of 
church life except for worship.  I realize worship 
will never be the most popular hour of our youth’s 
lives, and I’m also grateful for the fantastic 
Sunday school program we offer our kids.  But I 
still think we can be looking for ways to make our 
children and youth feel more welcome—indeed 
integral—in our worship.  I’m fearful that our 
youth might be reacting to an implicit message 
they received as children.  

I could very well be wrong.  But I wonder 
if things might look different if we ask, “what do 
our kids give us?” in addition to, “what can we 
give our kids?”  Would we be more patient, or 
even encouraging, of their presence in worship and 
other “adult” aspects of congregational life?   

I don’t have a lot of answers, but I do think 
the questions and the conversation are worthwhile, 
and I hope you’ll join the dialogue.      

 
Shalom, 
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Book Studies Continued… 
 
Happiness: Lessons from a New Science by 
Richard Layard 
“From a leading figure in the new field of 
happiness studies comes a groundbreaking  
work addressing what happiness is and how we 
can have more of it. We all have views on what 
brings happiness, but startling new research 
shows we are often wrong…We now have 
sophisticated ways of measuring how happy 
people are, and all the evidence shows that, on 
average, people are no happier today than they 
were fifty years ago, even though average 
incomes have more than doubled…If we really 
want to be happier, what should we do 
differently? First, we’d have to understand what 
conditions generate actual happiness, and then we 
would bend all our efforts to establish them.  That 
is what this book is about—the causes of 
happiness and the means we have to affect it…
Until recently there was too little evidence to give 
good answers to this essential issue, but now, 
thanks to the integrated insights of psychology, 
neuroscience, sociology and applied economics, 
the distinguished economist Richard Layard 
shows us that we can reach some firm 
conclusions about the causes of happiness—
conclusions that will surprise you.  Happiness is 
an illuminating road map, grounded in hard 
research, pointing the way to a better, happier life 
for us all.” excerpt from back cover�
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Here are a few suggestions for special gifts: 

· a firm handshake to a shaky soul,  
· a kind word to a lonely person,  
· a warm smile to the disheartened,  
· a sincere concern for someone troubled,  
· a feeling of compassion for the 

neglected,  
· a comforting thought for the bereaved,  
· a respect for the dignity of others,  
· a defense of the rights of individuals,  
· a word of witness to help a seeking soul,  
· a Merry Christmas to all.  
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The name of Jesus  
is above every name 
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Invocation 
 
O Thou Great God 
 Creator of worlds without end 
 flinger of bright stars 
Thou dost dapple  
 the heavens 
 with suns and moons 
Who dost throw 
 the running tides 
 against the land 
Thou hast made 
 mountains and  
 stretched out the prairies 
Thou runner of bright waters 
 Swift flowing streams and rivers 
Thou burster forth  
 of blossoming trees 
 and flowering plants 
Thou flyer of birds 
 and swimmer of fishes 
Thou giver of life 
Thou father of our souls 
Come now and hear our call 
 for we seek Thy presence. 
Here we would praise and 
 glorify Thy name 
Here we would share in Thy work. 
Make us the instruments of Thy will 
Confirm the work of Thy children 
 who seek peace. 
Guide those who in tender concern 
 minister to life’s wounded ones 
Bless us in Christian faith 
 and fellowship. 
Forgive us our sins and  

bring us at last to  
Thy Eternal Kingdom 

In Christ’s name we pray.  
  Amen 
RSW 

 
Recently in the Hospital 
 
Esther Becker, recovering at home 
LaDonna Courter 
Chet Moore 
Linda Preston 
Betty Weber, back from Mayo Clinic 
Chuck Cairns 
Curt Minter  
 
 
Our Sympathy is with 
 
Louise Hobbs and family. Graveside service 
performed by Hal on November 21. 
 
 
Congratulations to 
 
Jeff Dodson who is now serving as Interim 
Minister in UCC Church in Creede,  
Colorado.  
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ADVENT 
 
STOP – don’t celebrate yet!  
 
Give yourself to Advent waiting.  
I know that waiting is hard for some of us, but try it.  
Allow yourself to experience each anticipatory moment.  
 
Use your senses to accumulate the gifts that this holy season stirs in you:  
hear the humming of familiar tunes;  
feel the comfort of a warm blanket on a cold night; 
savor the taste of once-a-year treats;  
smell the scent of pine in unexpected places;  
see the images of generosity and thanksgiving everywhere you go;  
 
You might open yourself to the stories of our faith in the same manner: 
as Mary, hear the call of the Holy that changes the direction of your whole 
life; 
as Elizabeth, feel the leap of your unborn hopes as you recognize that the 
Christ is near you; 
as Zechariah, taste the muteness of disbelief and wonder; 
as Joseph, smell the sweat of a difficult journey; 
as the waiting world, see the star which is a sign that the time has come. 
 
Don’t celebrate yet.  
Savor this period of preparation. Let it grow in you and experience it with  
all that you are.  
 
Live in the expectation, the waiting for what might be…  
This is my prayer for your Advent and mine. 
 
Advent Blessings, 
 

 
�
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