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ALL SERVICES ARE AT 8:15 AND 10:45 AM UNLESS 
OTHERWISE NOTED 

 
FEBRUARY 5 

1 CORINTHIANS 9:16-23 
Mark 1:29-39 

SHARING THE STORY 
 
 

FEBRUARY 12 
2 KINGS 5:1-14 
MARK 1:40-45 

THOUGHTS ABOUT CREATION… 
AND EVOLUTION 

 
 

FEBRUARY 19 
ISAIAH 43:18-25 

DOING A NEW THING 
 

TAIZE SERVICE—CONTEMPLATIVE, CONTEMPORARY, 
QUIET, REFRESHING 

6:00 PM 
FOLLOWED BY A FELLOWSHIP DINNER 

CHILDCARE PROVIDED 
 
 

FEBRUARY 26 
WORSHIP WITH OUR NEWEST  

FELLOWSHIP GROUP: 
YUCCA(YOUNG UCC ADULTS) WHO 

WILL LEAD BOTH 8:15 AND 10:45 SERVICES 
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HILLTOPPERS 
LUNCHEON  
 
Live the Faith: Build the Future! 
February 9 th at Noon 
Come for lunch and stay to hear the Capital 
Campaign’s Leader Emeritus Ray Becker 
and administrator Larry McCulloch share 
where we’ve come from and where we’re 
heading on this exciting ministry of Plymouth 
Congregational UCC! Sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall or call the church office to 
reserve room (482-9212). 
�

THE MIDDLE THIRD HERD 
An all-inclusive fellowship group for anyone 
who likes to have fun. If you like to hike, play 
games, go to shows, go sledding and on 
bike rides, or meet for monthly happy hour 
then get on our e-mail list for event 
reminders or call Andrea Kelly at 206-4467 
for more information.  You can get on the e-
mail list by e-mailing Andrea at 
ajax620@comcast.net   
 

FEBRUARY HERD HAPPY 
HOUR 
Friday, February 3rd:   Herd Happy Hour at 
SportsCasters Grill (165 Boardwalk Dr.). 
Join us for discounted drinks and 
appetizers! We'll meet at 5pm or whenever 
you can get there.  Please RSVP so I know 
how big of a table to reserve. This is a great 
way to meet new people at Plymouth in a 
relaxed, small group atmosphere.  Contact 
Andrea Kelly at ajax620@comcast.net or 
206-4467. 
Check upcoming bulletins and e-mails for 
more events TBA. 
�
�
�
�

 
 

JESUS SEMINAR ON THE 
ROAD  
The Jesus Seminar began in 1985 as “a 
renewed quest for the historical Jesus and 
continues today with the quest for new models 
of faith communities for the 21st Century.”  
The Jesus Seminar on the Road provides an 
opportunity for members of local 
congregations to participate in seminars and 
workshops with reputable Bible scholars.  On 
April 21-22 the Jesus Seminar on the Road 
will be in Ft. Collins at Foothills Unitarian 
Church.  The seminar, Jesus in the 1st and 
21st Centuries, will be presented by Arthur J. 
Dewey and Roy W. Hoover.  Pre-register by 
March 31 for reduced cost.  Contact Mary 
Mosier, 484-9356 for registration. 
 

FREEDOM TO 
MARRY DAY 
 
 
Freedom to Marry Day is Saturday, February 
11.  It’s a day to honor the love and 
commitment of all couples who pledge their 
lives to one another, not just those who 
currently have the legal standing to marry.  It’s 
about informing people of the benefits of 
marriage that most heterosexual couples 
simply take for granted.  And it’s about the 
fight to demand that two adults who love each 
other be allowed those same benefits, even if 
the two people are the same gender.  The 
Freedom to Marry Day celebration in Fort 
Collins starts with a rally at 12:30 in Old Town 
Square with speeches and song, and 
continues with a march to Avogadro’s Number 
for cake and music.  We hope to see you 
there! 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Did you know? 
Life Expectancy for weekly churchgoers is 
82; for those who attend more than once a 
week, its 83.  Non churchgoers live an 
average of 75 years. 
USA Today 

Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for, 
forgotten by everybody, I think that is a 
much greater hunger, a much greater 
poverty than the person who has nothing to 
eat.                                   Mother Theresa  
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PLYMOUTH CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 
Live the Faith: Build the Future  
 
On January 22 we experienced the official 
beginning of our capital campaign through the 
dedication of our campaign volunteers.  This 
is a momentous step for us as a congregation 
and one we have given much prayer and 
thought.  The roots go back over three years 
and several stages, first to the creation of the 
Strategic Planning Committee.  That 
committee’s recommendations, and 
subsequent work by the Long Range Planning 
Committee, led to the adoption of a Master 
Plan and creation of a Capital Campaign 
Exploratory Committee.  Last October we 
voted as a congregation to proceed with the 
capital campaign.  Throughout the process, 
members have taken numerous opportunities 
to be heard as individuals, to influence the 
direction of Plymouth and to share both our 
fears and hopes for the future.  Now we are 
reaching the moment when we each must 
make decisions about our personal financial 
commitment to the capital campaign.   To 
facilitate your decision making process, the 
Capital Campaign Leadership Team is 
working to provide you with information and 
avenues to obtain answers to questions you 
may have.   
 
· Each household should have recently 
received a letter from Doug Robinson and Liz 
McGrew, our past and current moderators.  
This letter provides a critically important 
perspective you will want to consider.  
Included with the letter is the capital campaign 
brochure with information about our planned 
improvements and the levels of giving needed 
to achieve our goals.  This mailing also 
contained the Plymouth Capital Campaign 
DVD (starring many of you). 
· Each Sunday the worship bulletin will 
contain at least one question and answer to 
frequently asked questions about the 
campaign.  A “Q Box” for your questions now 

resides in the narthex near the mailboxes.  A 
future mailing will contain a comprehensive Q&A. 
· A bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall will 
provide information to keep you up to date. 
· The Prayer Team will raise important 
upcoming milestones for consideration in our 
common prayer life during worship and work to 
provide the spiritual  
context within which our campaign resides. 
· This and the subsequent issues of the Placard 
will have information and updates for you to 
consider. 
· From now to the end of the campaign your 
Campaign Leadership Team will have church-
shaped symbols attached to their nametags for 
easy identification as friendly targets for your 
questions about the campaign. 
An all-church social evening has been planned for 
March 5th from 5-8 p.m. at the Fort Collins Senior 
Center.  "Hats off to Magic" will be a fun-filled 
evening for our whole Plymouth family, kids 
included…don’t miss it! 
 
We have started the process of making financial 
commitments, beginning with the Leadership Gifts 
Team.  For many of us this capital contribution 
may be the largest gift we ever make, choosing a 
gift proportional to our ability to give, truly 
reflecting our grateful and generous response to 
God’s abundance.  In the next several weeks 
many of us will participate in person-to-person 
connections, creating a further opportunity for 
asking questions, providing input and making our 
financial commitments.   
 
From now through April 2nd, Celebration Sunday, 
we invite your prayers, participation and 
communication. 
This is a life-changing journey and we are on our 
way! 
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PLANNED GIVING  
COMMITTEE 
 
 
WHAT IF YOU DIDN'T KNOW YOU WERE 
IN SOMEONE'S WILL?  
 
Would it be a nice surprise to find out?  Would 
it have been better to know ahead of time?  It 
probably depends on the situation. 
 
Is Plymouth a beneficiary in your will?  Does 
the church know it?  You might not be 
sure.  Did you tell one of our former 
ministers?  If so, please verify with Hal or a 
member of the Planned Giving Committee 
(see the end of the next article) that we have 
the correct information so it can be properly 
documented. 
 
SEEDS ARE SPROUTING IN THE 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
 
Plymouth's Endowment Fund has received its 
first gifts of stock and cash from several  
generous churchmembers.  These invested 
funds are beginning to grow!  Payouts will be 
made annually to support projects outside of 
our annual budget in the areas of: 
 
        Wider Mission, 
        Community Service and Outreach, 
        Infrastructure Improvements, 
        Christian Education, and 
        Worship, Music, and the Arts. 
 
If you would like to make a gift to the 
Endowment Fund to help the sprouts grow to 
seedlings, please contact any of the Planned 
Giving Committee members: Larry McCulloch, 
Curt Minter, Pete Bullard, JoAnne Bennett, or 
Paul 
Soraci. 

NAVAJO  
ALERT! 
 
 
Plan ahead for Plymouth's 5th year to send 
a work team to the Navajo reservation near 
Farmington to build and repair homes. Work 
3 days and two travel days.  Good work, 
good people and a good cause. 
  
    Put these dates on your calendar: 
  
          September 20 - 24, 2006  
  
For more info call Tom Dille of Missions 
Committee and watch for sign up sheet on 
Missions Bulletin Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU, CAROL AND 
HARRY HALAC!  
 
For the past six and a half years, Carol 
Halac has taken care of the  
cabinet (built by Dale Johnson) in the 
Narthex.  She has artistically  
arranged, determined  the content based 
on the church calendar and needs  
of the church, and changed the displays 
according to those needs.  We have  
all been enriched by these beautifully 
organized presentations.  Harry has  
assisted Carol with this work, as well.  Well 
done, good and faithful servants! 
 
 Thank you!  
 Caryl Beaty 

 Do all the good you can, By all the 
means you can,  
In all the ways you can, In all the 
places you can,  
At all the times you can, To all the 
people you can,  
As long as ever you can. - John 
Wesley 
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PEACE WITH JUSTICE 
TEAM 

 
The vote by the congregation to become a 
"Peace With Justice Church" concluded many 
months of work by the Peace With Justice 
Team seeking to help the congregation 
envision what being a "Peace With Justice 
Church" might mean in the life of the church. 
  
The Peace With Justice Ministry Team 
has begun to focus upon our communal 
dilemmas related to "Distributive Justice". This 
is a term used by theologians in talking about 
God's will that there be a fair distribution-of-
resources as often called for  in The Old and 
New Testaments.  Understandably non-
theologians may narrowly think that 
"Distributive Justice" is about "Distributing-
Justice".  But Distributive-Justice is about 
a wider reality encompassing Shalom 
within healthy communities and their 
members. 
  
The fabric of many of our modern difficulties in 
fulfilling "Distributive-Justice" has been woven 
of countless modern "threads". These threads 
include: 
 

 
· Outsourcing-of-now-exportable-work, 
· Unbalance of exports and imports, 
· Powerful profitable corporations, 
· The ideals of capitalism, 
· Privatization of communal services, 
· International-trade-regulations, 
· Immigration-quotas and enforcement 

efforts, 
· Rights-of-aliens, 
· Rights of all American-born children, 
· Health-care for immigrants, 
· Minimum-wage-standards, 
· Scarce low-income-housing, 
· Homelessness, 
· Fast rising-health-care-costs, 
· Rights of Blacks, 

· Arab-Americans and Latino Citizens, 
· Multi-lingual citizens'-rights, 
· Health-care for our mentally-ill; 
· The plight of many widows, orphans, 

and divorced elderly-women.  
 
 
The mix is frustratingly complicated!  
Arrogance and self-righteousness do not 
help us!  How shall we respond?  What is 
the Way of Shalom?  Cooperating in 
providing distributive justice!  Let us be 
together in the Way of Shalom. 
 
Paul Smith 

  
  
 
CHECK IT OUT! 
 
A library isn't just for books.  The Peace 
With Justice Library in the Fireside Room 
has these audiovisual materials available 
for  you to borrow, for yourself or to show to 
a group: 
    *Arming the Heavens : The Push for 
Weapons in Space.   CD.  20 minutes. 
    *The Historical Jesus and American 
Christianity : lecture by John Dominic 
 Crossan, 2004.  Videotape.  90 minutes. 
    *Is It Time for a Peace Tax?  
 Presentation to Plymouth Forum, March 
2005, by John Kefalas.   CD.  60 minutes. 
    *The Oil Factor :  Behind the War on 
Terror.  2004.  CD.  93 minutes. 
    *The Reality of Nuclear War: Are We at 
Risk?  Helen Caldecott, 2004.CD.25minutes 
    * Rising Waters : Global Warming and 
the Fate of the Pacific Islands.  
2000.Videotape.  57 minutes. 
    *Tuvalu : Going Under: A Global Warming 
Case Study.  2004.  CD.  26 minutes. 
    *Walmart : The High Cost of Low          
Price.  2005.  CD.  97 minutes. 
 
Margaret Smith 
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and lasting.  In addition,  numerous legal benefits 
are conferred upon married couples, which 
include the right to make medical decisions for 
one another, the right to visit one another in the 
hospital, the right to inherit money or property 
from one another, the right to parent one another’s 
children, and the right to be included on a 
spouse’s health insurance plan.   
 
Freedom to Marry Day is Saturday, February 11.  
It’s a day to honor the love and commitment of all 
couples who pledge their lives to one another, not 
just those who currently have the legal standing to 
marry.  It’s about informing people of the benefits 
of marriage that most heterosexual couples simply 
take for granted.  And it’s about the fight to 
demand that two adults who love each other be 
allowed those same benefits, even if the two 
people are the same gender.  The Freedom to 
Marry Day celebration in Fort Collins starts with a 
rally at 12:30 in Old Town Square with speeches 
and song, and continues with a march to 
Avogadro’s Number for cake and music.  We hope 
to see you there!   
 

 

 

FREEDOM TO MARRY DAY 
-Maria Swall, Open and Affirming (ONA) 
Committee 
 
This is a story of two sisters.  Each sister 
met the love of her life more than 20 years 
ago.  Each sister made a commitment to 
love, honor, and cherish that other person in 
her life.  One sister celebrated her 20-year 
anniversary last summer, and the other 
sister will celebrate her 20th anniversary this 
coming June.  One major difference affects 
the lives of these two sisters.  The older 
sister and her partner have no legal 
recognition of their relationship, and early 
on, very little social recognition that their 
relationship was anything more than two 
best friends sharing a house or apartment.  
The younger sister was able to legally wed 
her partner, and receive the legal and social 
benefits that come with marriage in our 
society.  The older sister is not allowed that 
privilege, because the person she loves is 
another woman. 
 
Ten years ago, on their 10-year anniversary, 
my sister T and her partner K had a 
commitment ceremony.  About 250 people 
came to witness them profess their love for 
one another and make their vows to love, 
honor, and cherish one another, in sickness 
and in health, for richer for poorer, till death 
do they part.  Not long after, T supported K 
through the cancer and deaths of both of her 
parents over a period of three years.  K is 
now supporting T through T’s recent gastric 
bypass surgery and her new way of eating 
in an attempt to overcome a lifetime of 
weight problems.  They love each other, 
they care for each other, and they are 
wonderful aunts to my son (the only nephew 
on T’s side of the family) and the 8 nieces 
and nephews on K’s side of the family.  
      
Marriage conveys to your closest friends 
and to the world the depth and commitment 
of your relationship.  You join together to 
form a bond that is recognized by those 
around you as important and meaningful 

 

FROM YOUR  
NEW EDITOR 
John Collier 
 
Although I put an article 
 in last month’s Placard, I 
thought I would write a little about me so you can 
know me better and put a name and face together.  I 
am originally from Kentucky and moved to Colorado 
about 4 years ago to “drop-out” of the corporate 
world. As an avid outdoor photographer, Colorado 
has beckoned me for many years.  I cannot think of 
anywhere more beautiful to live.  After living on the 
western slope for 3 years, I moved to Ft. Collins a 
little over a year ago.  I have been attending 
Plymouth for a year and have come to love it very 
much.  I am single and manage A Storage Place just 
south of Ft. Collins.  I also have a small photography 
business that includes most types of photography. 
If you have anything you would like for me to include 
in the Placard, you can reach me at: 
shutterbugeville@aol.com 
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FROM THE HEALTH  
MINISTRY TEAM 
By Phil Koster 
 
 
 
Radical Hospitality: Welcoming Individuals 
with Mental Illness into our faith community, 
was an Adult Forum presented by the Health 
Ministry Team December 4, 2005.  
Participants evaluated the forum as 
addressing an important topic, which is often 
ignored, with openness and acceptance.   
 
Associate Pastor Sharon Benton addressed 
the question of why are we talking about this 
in church?  Why not?  We are called upon to 
comfort the afflicted.  The discomfort (fear & 
frustration) we may have in addressing this 
topic, which extends to every stigmatization, 
allows us to “stretch our skin” and learn to 
address our broken condition in love.   
Increasing our information and understanding 
of this human condition and addressing the 
stigma of mental illness, may keep us from 
blaming the person, their family/parents or 
society in general.   
Panelist Debbie Clark shared the “Bell Story” 
and spoke about how a congregation such as 
Plymouth can and has been helpful.  She 
spoke of the program a Spirit Crossing 
Clubhouse (sponsored by the Larimer Center 
for Mental Health) and the process of 
“Recovery” which empowers the individual 
with an understanding and the tools 
necessary to cope with and gain a higher level 
of functionality. 
John Rennick MD, described mental illness, 
which we are all at risk of experiencing, as a  
perceptional disturbance, the inability because 
of a genetic or chemical disruption in the brain 
that makes it difficult to discern reality.  When 
we sleep and dream our mind creates a reality 
that can include fantastic stories as well as 
dysphoric realities.  Imagine having this 
condition in your waking hours.  Depression is 
a deep internal, dark emptiness which can 

lead to suicidal thoughts and actions.   Larimer 
County, as does the state of Colorado, has 
one of the highest rates of completed suicide 
the U.S.  
Patti Heyse and Jan Bayton, school 
counselors and youth therapists stated that 
children are often referred for a learning 
disability which proves to be a biological or 
genetic condition.  1 in 5 children have a 
mental illness characteristic and 1 in 14 youth 
have a serious mental illness for which only 
1/3rd receive appropriate treatment.  The 
impact on academic achievement, social 
development (especially family) and the 
tendency to substance abuse (as a way of self 
medicating for the condition) is immense.   
Natalie Brown told of resources and where to 
go to access them.  The Larimer Center for 
Mental Health, The Health District Connections 
Program both in Fort Collins and Loveland, 
and The Salud Medical Clinic.  
During the question and answer period some 
of the difficulty in obtaining and accessing 
mental health services in our community were 
identified.   
Many other resources in the way of information 
were provided as hand outs and will be 
available regularly in the Fellowship Hall at the 
Health Ministry Team table.  
Follow up suggestions include providing 
members of the congregation information 
about  community-based Mental Illness 
support groups, providing an alternative 
worship for those with agoraphobia, a book 
study (The Spirituality of Imperfection or 
Anybody, Everybody, Christ’s Body) and  

Beginning today, treat everyone 
you meet as if he or she were going 
to be dead by midnight. Extend to 
them all the care, kindness, and 
understanding you can muster, and 
do so with no thought of any 
reward. Your life will never be the 
same again. - Og Mandino 
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

MARILU 
THEODORE 
 
Marilu grew up in the Cleveland  
area, where she met her husband 
George.  In 1975 they moved to 
Minneapolis, where their 3 girls grew 
up. 
She and George moved to Ft. Collins 
approximately 2 1/2 yrs ago. 
Marilu is a seamstress and does computer 
graphics.  Before moving to Ft. Collins, she 
made performance costumes and original 
costume prototypes.  She now creates 
instructions with detailed graphics for these 
costumes for non-English speaking 
seamstresses. 
Marilu also enjoys sewing, counted cross 
stitch, photography and being a long distance 
grandmother. 
She has been coming to Plymouth for 1 1/2 
years and was part of the new member class 
of March 2005. She now serves on the 
Evangelism Committee and Donna Greene’s 
“brainstorming group” for the children’s 
Sunday morning program.  She was also just 
elected as a new Deacon! 
When asked what she likes most about 
Plymouth, she replied “First would be the 
people and the warm and welcoming 
atmosphere they create here at Plymouth.  
Second is the support, educational 
opportunities, and encouragement I am 
surrounded with as I follow my personal faith 
journey”. 
When asked what is one thing that might 
surprise us about you, she responded, “I 
helped make about 15-18 of the NFL and 
NBA teams’ cheerleaders costumes”. 
  

HAYLEY  
SAMPSON 
 
Hayley is 18 years young and 
can be seen doing many  
things about the church. 
Hayley is a Senior at Rocky Mountain High 
School.  She is involved in Amnesty 
International and Forensics at school. 
When Hayley gets out of high school, she is 
considering either going to law school or doing 
something in the political science field. 
Her hobbies include drama, soccer and 
reading, just to mention a few!   
When asked what she likes best about 
Plymouth, her response was the adventurous 
senior high youth group members.  “We have a 
lot of fun getting together and going on mission 
trips”.  She also highly values the wisdom of 
Sharon and Jamie.   
Hayley has been a liturgist for the church on 
occasions. 
When asked what is one thing that might 
surprise us about you, she responded, “I didn’t 
cry when I was born.  I just looked around”.   
Hayley is truly an inspiration to other teens and  
youth of our community of faith. 

I have four things to learn in life; To 
think clearly without hurry or 
confusion; To love everybody 
sincerely; To act in everything with 
the highest motives; To trust in God 
unhesitatingly. - Albert Schweitzer 
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A Build Your Church 
Challenge: Inviting all 

Plymouth Children & Youth 
Donna Greene 

You may have heard the words “capital 
campaign” floating around Plymouth a lot 
lately. That’s because our congregation is 
gearing up to host one. There are many ways 
you can participate in this opportunity, and 
we are inviting you to take the challenge to 
help build the Plymouth of the future. The 
details to participate are as follows: 
1. Each Plymouth household recently 

received an informational DVD in the 
mail. Take some time as a family to watch 
the DVD.  Afterwards, share your ideas 
with one another about what Plymouth 
means to you.  What would church be like 
without our building? Look at our 
proposed new building design and 
imagine all the ways we will be able to 
serve God and help others in the new 
space. 

2. Attend a short 10 minute informational 
meeting just for children and youth. These 
will be offered on two different Sunday 
mornings in the Moving Mountains room 
right after Sunday school ends on 
February 12th and 19th.  A member from 
the Capital Campaign team will fill us in 
on the plans and answer any questions. 

3. Select one of the five options listed and 
create an exhibition piece for the Build 
Your Church Challenge: 

a. Fill in the footprint - Pick up a copy 
of the blueprint for the new building 
and/or draw all of your ideas for 
the new rooms. 

b. Write a reflection, story or poem 
about your ideas and dreams for 
what Plymouth means to you and 
what you hope for Plymouth in the 
future. 

c. Create a piece of art using your 
favorite materials (clay, pipe 
cleaners, tissue paper mosaic, 
photo collage, etc.) to make a 3-

dimensional representation of your 
ideas.  

d. Put your thoughts to music and write 
a song – vocal or instrumental. 

e. Put together a short skit to bring 
your ideas to life. 

4. Bring your exhibition piece to the 
Fellowship Hall by Feb 26th in order for it to 
be entered into the challenge.   

5.  Attend the Plymouth dinner party on March 
5th at the Senior Center to celebrate that we 
are moving forward into the future as a 
church family. Winners of the challenge will 
be announced at the party and will receive 
an award. For those of you who like to be in 
front of the camera, you will have an 
opportunity to participate in making a video 
for the capital campaign by sharing your 
thoughts, dreams, and hopes in a brief 
interview. 

   So take the challenge and            
   Help us build our church! 

Be imitators of God as dearly 
loved children and live a life of 
love, just as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.  
                             Ephesians 5:1-2 
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What is the meaning of the 
UCC symbol? 
What does the logo 
symbolize?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The symbol of the United Church of Christ 
comprises a crown, cross and orb enclosed 
within a double oval bearing the name of the 
church and the prayer of Jesus, "That they 
may all be one" (John 17:21). It is based on 
an ancient Christian symbol called the 
"Cross of Victory" or the "Cross 
Triumphant." The crown symbolizes the 
sovereignty of Christ. The cross recalls the 
suffering of Christ—his arms outstretched 
on the wood of the cross—for the salvation 
of humanity. The orb, divided into three 
parts, reminds us of Jesus' command to be 
his "witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 
and Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth" (Acts 1:8). The verse from Scripture 
reflects our historic commitment to the 
restoration of unity among the separated 
churches of Jesus Christ.  
Reprinted from the UCC Homepage at: 
Www.ucc.org 

A quiet morning with a loving God 
puts the events of the upcoming 
day into proper perspective.  
                                    Janette Oke 

Hospitalizations:  
 
Kirk Johnson (Strombom-Johnson) 
Patt Moore 
Betty Brown 
Ruth Propp 
Pat Hendrickson 
Harry Kittleman 
 
Sympathy:  
Family of Robert Todd.  Sharon conducted 
the service held at Plymouth on  
December 27. 
 
Prayers for:  
Margaret Stockover who is in Afghanistan. 
Friends of Plymouth who are in the military.  

Is the Fort Collins Homelessness 
Prevention Program Effective ? 
  
Nine Plymouth members do applications 
with persons in Fort Collins each month 
who are seeking financial assistance from 
the Homelessness Prevention Initiative 
(HPI) in order to pay their rent. Our 
members recently did a survey in order 
to determine whether the dollars awarded 
(under $300 per year) actually kept the 
families in their homes. Contacts were 
attempted to 33 recipients four months 
after they had received HPI assistance - 
eleven could not be reached, four had 
moved to places of lower rent and two 
had left Ft. Collins. Sixteen had kept 
employment and were paying the 
rent, although 10 had actually changed 
jobs. The Board for HPI is currently in the 
process of attempting to replicate this 
study in the Ft. Collins community. 
Lorrie Wagner 
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YOUTH NEWS 

 
  

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH 
GROUP 
 
Youth Group will be on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday this month, the 12th and the 
26th.  Watch your mail and emails for 
details!! 
DON'T FORGET TO GET YOUR 
REGISTRATION IN BY FEB 13TH , for 
the Middle School Retreat which will be 
MARCH 3-5 in LAFORET!!  You can give 
it to us at Youth Group, or take it to the 
church office.  Call Vicki and Wendy if you 
didn't get information in the Mail!  691-
6988.  We want everyone to go,  it will be 
fun, so talk to your parents!!  And Plan on 
GOING!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

UCC YOUTH  
IN ACTION!! 

 

SR HIGH YOUTH 

CALENDAR 
 
February 5 th, 
Super bowl Sunday! 
We’ll watch it together and critique the 
commercials.  Details to follow. 

 
February 26 th, Sunday 5:30-7:30pm. 
Movie night at church.  Need I say Pizza? 

 
March 12 th, Sunday 5:30-7:30pm. 
Mellow Meeting at church.  Mellow Meeting 
At church.  We’ll begin thinking about Youth 
Sunday and have some fun in the process. 

 
March 24-25 th, Friday evening into Saturday. 
LOCK-IN MADNESS at church.  We’ll plan 
Youth Sunday and have some fun in the 
process. 
 
April 9 th, Sunday (time TBD) 
Easter Egg Extravaganza! 
 
April 21-23 rd, Spring Retreat at LaForet 
 
April 29 th, Saturday (time TBD) 
Youth Sunday run-through practice. 
 
April 30 th, Sunday 8:15am and 10:45am 
YOUTH SUNDAY!   

 

UCC FIRSTS 
 
1700: An early stand  
against slavery  
 
Congregationalists are among the first 
Americans to take a stand against slavery. 
The Rev. Samuel Sewall writes the first 
anti-slavery pamphlet in America, "The 
Selling of Joseph." Sewall lays the 
foundation for the abolitionist movement 
that comes more than a century later.  
 
REMEMBER, FEBRUARY IS BLACK  
HISTORY MONTH 
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