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Support our LGBT Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ – July 22 
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"Love is a simple thing. You each 
have the capacity. You have it within. 
I have given it to you. It is such a 
precious gift. Why not take this day, 
to utilize it, to love, to come to faith, to 
come to God, to change your life, to 
reach out to one another, to see the 
joy, to laugh."                                                              
Author Unknown 
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TOLERANCE VS LOVE 
 
Tolerance says, "You must approve of what I 
do." Love responds, "I must do something harder; 
I will love you, even when your behavior offends 
me."  
Tolerance says, "You must agree with me." Love 
responds, "I must do something harder; I will tell 
you the truth, because I am convinced the truth 
will set you free." 
Tolerance says, "You must allow me to have my 
way." Love responds, "I must do something 
harder; I will plead with you to follow the right 
way, because I believe you are worth the risk."  
 	�����
�����/���	�������	������)�Q��	)����/������/ �$�
 	�����
��(�	�������
�)���	�Q��	)�����/�������$�
 	�����
��
	�����	����(Q��	)��
	�����)�������($��
~ Josh McDowell 1999 

EVERYONE NEEDS A WILL...  
It does not matter your age or stage in life. 
Next fall there will be opportunities right here 
at Plymouth to find out more about wills - 
brought to you by the Planned Giving 
Committee. 
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Our Sympathy is with 
 
Phil and Marcia Hoefer and family on the death 
of his Aunt on June 1.  
 
Scott and Cindy Fisher on the death of his 
brother, Mike, on May 20 
 
 

Congratulations to 
 
Janie Wagstaff and Gail Gumminger on the 
birth of Madeline Claire Wagstaff on June 2.  
 
John Karbula who is the new principal of 
Meadow Community School in Thornton (they are 
not moving from Fort Collins) 
. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving for:  
Alice Clark's many years of service to Plymouth 
Church.  
The many volunteers who have served and are 
serving at Plymouth.  
Rev. Dick Einerson on the completion of his 
book: Prayers of the People. 

�

The Homelessness Prevention Initiative (HPI). 
Every time a family becomes homeless, our 
community spends about  
$5,000 to support them during their period of 
homelessness. Every time a qualifying family 
instead receives a mere $229 (the average) from 
HPI to help them pay their rent, homelessness is 
thwarted and everybody saves – and in more 
ways than one. 
����	���  supports HPI with the volunteer efforts 
of a dozen members, coordinated by Lorrie 
Wagner. For more information on how you can 
invest (your money or volunteer your time) and 
save with HPI, contact her at 223-2653. 
 

Our $135,000 investment 
saves us $2,800,000 ... and 
more! 
 
That’s a 2074% return! Not only that, but 
590 Fort Collins families got to stay in their 
homes instead of going into shelters or living on 
the street! Not only that but we’re talking about 
just one year (2005)! Where can you sign up to 
get this kind of return? 
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The Heartbeat of Community 
 
On May 20 Plymouth was honored to host an Intercessory Prayer retreat with 
the Rev. Jane Vennard. It is impossible to give you the full feel of our 
experience in that time, but I’d like to share with you a very small piece of 
Jane’s inspirational message. Of course, this is my understanding of what I 
heard, and only a portion of the day’s discussion. If you talk with others who 
were there, you will undoubtedly hear as many insights. To get a better 
understanding, you will have to attend a retreat or read one of Jane’s books. 
Until then, may this synopsis share some of the blessing I received in 
attending that morning’s gathering. 

~~~ 
How did you learn to pray? How did you learn not to pray? What were/are the 
criteria for your prayers? Do you need silence or stillness? Can there be 
commotion or movement? Must you close your eyes, bow your head, fold 
your hands? Must there be language, or are you permitted to groan, weep, 
shout, hum? Is it okay to repeat the same familiar words, or need you speak 
fresh from the moment? 
 
These are the questions that spark new insights into our prayer lives. They 
allow us to notice our assumptions and our essentials for praying. In 
intercessory prayer (as in our Prayers of the People each Sunday), we pray for 
God to intercede – in our own lives or another’s. When someone discovers 
you are a church-goer, do they sometimes ask you to pray for them or a loved 
one? One assumption that often comes with the mention of intercessory 
prayer is that we are praying to manipulate God and to receive a desired 
outcome. “Please pray that Joe gets better soon”. If Joe doesn’t get better, did 
your prayer go unheard? Did you pray wrong? Did you let your friend down? 
 
Jane counters the “there’s only one right answer God can give to my prayer” 
concept of intercessory prayer with an understanding which she derives from 
Quaker writer Douglas V. Steere (1901-1995). “Steere likened the process of 
intercessory prayer to the lowering of a threshold. He wrote that the threshold 
in the other person is lowered ‘to make the besieging love of God…slightly 
more visible and more inviting’”. Prayer also affects the one who prays. 
When we pray, no matter what we pray for (because we often don’t know 
what a person needs most), we are also lowering our resistance to God’s love. 
By allowing ourselves to pray for someone, we welcome God into our lives in 
a new way. This is how, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer expressed, intercessory 
prayer becomes the “heartbeat” of community. 
 
We start praying from where our hearts are – perhaps pounding on the table or 
simply crying “no!”; perhaps in supplication or “for the best possible 
outcome”; perhaps with no words, but visualizing light or love surrounding 
someone. When we start praying from where we are, then God is already 
there, a part of the conversation. And so we begin to change…we are affected 
and we affect others!                                              (Continued on back page) 
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How does intercessory prayer affect community? In praying for others: 
*I gain compassion – "I can no longer condemn or hate other Christians for whom I pray, no matter 
how much trouble they cause me. In intercessory prayer the face that may have been strange and 
intolerable to me is transformed into the face of one for whom Christ died" (D. Bonhoeffer as he wrote 
from a Nazi concentration camp). 
*I discover new ways to act – when I pray for peace, I learn that I must act in peace, beginning at 
home. 
*I develop patience – as I pray for others, I see there is no immediate fix. 
*I grow in gratitude – when I pray for others, I see how thankful I am for so many things. 
*I become more God-centered – praying to God about my worries makes them no longer my focus. 
They move to the side, and God is my focus! 
*It leads to hope – hope that God sees what I can’t see and will respond in ways I can’t imagine. 
 
I pray for the heartbeat of our community. May it beat strong. May it be our life. And may your prayers 
be healing for you and for all. 
 
Blessings, 
 

 
�

  Jane E. Vennard, A Praying Congregation: The Art of Teaching Spiritual Practice 
(Herndon, VA: The Alban Institute, 2005), 116. 


