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Jun e 2004

W ORSHIP FOR JUN E

Plym outh Congreat ional United Chu rch of Christ
916 West Prospect Road • Fort Colli ns, CO 80526 • 970 .482 .9212

www .plym outhu cc.org • plym outh@plym outhu cc.org

All ser v ic es ar e at 8 :15 an d 10 :45 a.m.
un l ess o t her w ise n o t ed

Jun e 6
Luke 7 :36 -8 :3

“ The Min is t r y o f Ho spit al it y”

Taizé Ser vic e
6 :00 p.m., f o ll o w ed by a f ell o w sh ip meal

Jun e 13
Ro c ky Mo un t ain Co n f er en c e UCC

Ann ual Meet ing !
Spec ial w o r sh ip t imes: 9 :00 an d 11 :00 a.m.

Dr . O l iv ia Mas ih Wh it e pr eac h ing
Dr . Wh it e is exec ut ive f o r Wider Chur c h

Min is t r ies w it h t he UCC

Jun e 20
GAl at ian s 3 :23 -29

“A Paul in e So ng An d Dan c e”

Jun e 27
(l as t Sun day w it h t w o ser vic es un t il Sept ember )
Ser mo n Ser ies : Fo ur Pill ar s o f Chr is t ian Fait h

Par t I: Koi n o n ia– Co mmun it y

Pl ease n o t e: We w ill c o n t in ue t o have t w o ser v ic es dur ing Jun e; o ur s ing l e
9 :30 ser v ic e w ill beg in Sun day, Jul y 4
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FROM HA L’S DESK

 

  Last Saturday, members of the church coun-
cil had a terrific retreat at the Abbey of St.
Walburga in Virginia Dale. The setting is
amazing: it’ s what Colorado is “supposed to
look li ke” (at least according to the state
Tourist Board). Lots of wide open spaces, a
view of the snowy divide, Ponderosa pines
on hill s encircling the valley, and huge red
boulders. It’ s hard not to notice and appreci-
ate these gifts of God. And it’ s hard not to
notice the God’s gift of hospitality in Sister
Hildegard, who warmly welcomes guests.
  All i n all , we’ve been richly blessed! As a
council , we also spent time considering
Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth,
telli ng the members that there are many vari-
eties of gifts, all of which are essential. As
part of our worship time, we recorded (on
Post-it notes!) the multipli city of gifts we
ourselves and others bring. We then stuck
the descriptions of gifts to the communion
table as an offering, and we celebrated com-
munion in the midst of the Post-it notes!
  Passion, wisdom, knowledge, expertise,
communication skill s, education, sexual ori-
entation, youthful energy, long experience –
all of these gifts were enumerated and of-
fered up by our church council . And the
comment was made: think about how many
gifts all of our members bring to life at
Plymouth!

  We are an extraordi-
nary congregation in
many ways: many are
well -educated, many
are warm and welcom-
ing, many have spiritual
insight and depth, many
have specialized knowl-
edge, many have a drive to do the work of
the church in all it s manifestations. We need
them all , and so does God’s world. Thanks
be to God for our gifts!
  What gifts has God given you? How do you
use your talents and skill s? How might you
use the abiliti es God has given you to extend
the kingdom of God here and now? We all
have a call to ministry (literally “service”) in
the li fe of the church? What is your min-
istry? The new Congregational Life Commit-
tee will be working on ways to help us un-
pack our gifts for ministry, but you don’ t
need to wait for a workshop! Get involved! If
you need help figuring out where to apply
your skill s, just contact a member of your
staff , and we’ ll be happy to explore
with you.

Shalom!

W h at Gi f t s Can W e
Br in g ?
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N EW S & N OTES

Ply m ou t h Con g r egat ion al Un i t ed Chu r ch o f Ch r i st
An open & aff i r m in g con g r egat ion
Gat h er ed in 1903
www .p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g • p ly m ou t h @p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g •970 .482 .9212

Th e Rev . Hal Ch or penn in g Sen io r Min ist er h a l@p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g

Th e Rev . Dr . Dick Ein er son I n t er im Ass ociat e Min ist er d ick @p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g

Donn a Gr ee n e You t h Edu cat ion Di r ect o r donn a@p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g

Ali ce Clar k Adu l t Edu cat ion Di r ect o r /
Par i sh Ass ist an t

aclar k @p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g

Kar in Mar sh Chu r ch Secr et ar y p ly m ou t h @p ly m ou t hu cc .o r g

Donn a So lv er u d Ch o i r Di r ect o r t dso lv er u d@aol .com

Jan W elch , Carr ie Han sen Or gan ist s

Alda Fr u cc i , Por t er
I n du st r ies

Cu st od ian s

  Evelyn Pierro has accepted the role of coor-
dinator for making holiday gift bags to bene-
fit Doctors Without Borders at the annual
Alternative Giving Fair.  Look for announce-
ments on sewing bees and opportunities to
take materials and sew on your own.  These
one-of-a-kind gift bags are made with fabric
scraps and materials donated by church
members. Thanks to Susan Hyne for launch-
ing the gift bag program a few years ago. Su-
san is moving to Tucson, Arizona as soon as

Holi d ay Gi f t Bag s t o
Ben ef i t Doct o r s
W i t h ou t Bor d er s

her Fort Colli ns cohousing condo is sold (see
http://www.riverrock.org/~susanhyne)..

New Loo k , New Ed i t o r

  Beginning with this month’s issue, new
member, Lauren Mingus, has volunteered to
take over responsibilit y for The Placard.
Please continue to e-mail article submissions
to Karin, but remember to send them to
Lauren, too (lpmingus@earthlink.net)!

Rem in d er !
Th e d ead li n e f o r Ju ly is

Mon d ay , Jun e 21 .
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PLYMOUTH PRAYERS

Please k ee p t h e
f o ll ow in g m em b er s
an d f r ien d s in y ou r
p r ay er s.

Ply m ou t h Pr ay er Tr ee

The Plymouth Prayer Tree has 22 active
members. The congreation’s “Joys and Con-
cerns,” expressed during the Sunday morning
prayer time, are forwarded to these members
each week. If you have additional prayer re-
quests, please contact Betty Clark at
229-9944 or e-mail her at
bettyclarkfc@juno.com.

Recen t ly in t h e Hosp i t a l :
† Rickie Calkins is receiving further treat-
ment at Denver Neurological
Institute.

† Ruth Minter had back surgery at McKee in
Loveland.

† Emily Bundy

† Dorothy Taylor had hip replacement.

† Ray McCulloch is now at Columbine
West.

Ou r Sy m p at h y is w i t h :
† Judy Bullard on the death of her brother-
in-law in April .

Con g r at u lat ion s t o :
† Dorothy Richardson on receiving the
Church Women United Valiant Woman
of the Year award for 2004.  Dorothy's pic-
ture and further information are.posted on
the bulletin board.

† Nikki Wilkins and Brett Berlin on their
marriage at Sylvan Dale in a service con-
ducted by Hal on May 8.

† Jaime Feit and Jeff
Engle on their marriage
April 22 at Plymouth
Church. Grandparents
are Roland and Juanita
Feit; parents are Greg
and Gwen Feit.

Congratulations to the following individuals,
and may you continue to enjoy your journey
in faith, searching for the answers you need.

Kelsey Baun • Anya Gedrath-Smith • Julia Kelly•
Josh Greene • Alli e Griff in • Sarah Hodge •
Hayley Holcomb • Caitli n Karbula • Matt Leavitt•
Peter Koziol • Brittney Miotke • Robyn Tenney •
Danny Turner • Ricky Turner •
Kelsey Van Wechel

Congratulations also to Arin Baun and Anne
Byrne, who aff irmed their faith last year and
joined Plymouth on May 16!

(Continued from page 5)
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UPCOMIN G EVEN TS

TAIZÉ Ser vic e
W h o:  You!
Everyone is
Welcome!
W h en :  Sun day,
Jun e 6 at 6: 00 p.m .
(And the First Sun -
day of each month)
W h er e:  Plymouth
Cong’l UCC
Cost :  Free-will of-
fer ing for supper
Ch il d ar e: You Bet !
Mor e I n f o :
www .taize.fr

Gay Pr id e
Celeb r at ion
Plann ed f o r
Ft . Co lli n s

  The Lambda Community
Center will hold a gay pride
festival on Saturday, June
19th, as part of the nationwide
gay pride celebration. This
will be the first event of its
kind ever held in Ft. Colli ns.

(Continued on page 7)
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FEL L OW SHIP

Mot h er - Dau g h t er Tea

For ALL ages-Please come to the Mother-
Daughter Tea on Saturday June 5th from
9:30 to 11:00 am. If you can't bring a mother
or a daughter, bring a friend or two.  We will
be the only ones at Miss Attie's at 1140 N.
Lincoln Avenue in Loveland. "Tea" is
quiche, finger sandwiches, pastries,scones
with cream and jam. Please use the sign-up
sheet AND call Diane Kimball , 207-1525 to
RSVP. ---Hosted by the Women's Friendship
Group.

The Hillt oppers will
have their final meeting of this program on
Thursday, June 10, 12:00 noon.We will
bring in Kentucky Fried chicken for the noon
meal and will t hank our food angels for all of
their help this year.

Our program will feature Margaret Stock-
over who will t ell the story of her trip and
missionary work.

Hill t opp er s
To Mee t
Jun e 10

Th e Midd le- Th i r d Her d

Fr iday, June 4th is Herd Happy
Hour . This time we'll meet at CB&Potts
(1415 W Elizabeth) at 5pm for discounted
drinks and appetizers. Anyone is
welcome! Herd Happy Hour will be on hia-
tus for the month of July (It's 4th of July
weekend) Please RSVP by e-mail to Andrea
Kelly at 4kellyfam@comcast.net

Sunday, June 13th is the Summer Plan-
ning BBQ.  Bruce & Carrie Hansen will host
the BBQ at their home (2906 Rocky Moun-
tain Ct.) at 4pm. Please bring your own grill
items and a dish to share. We'll be planning
through September so bring your events cal-
endars and your planners. Please RSVP to-
Carrie & Bruce at 377-0674 or  e-mail
carrieandbruce2001@yahoo.com.

I n t er est ed in p lay in g
in a r ecr eat ion a l coed
v o ll ey b all l eag u e?

We're in the process of organizing a
Plymouth team. The league begins at the end
of August and games are usually played on
Monday and/or Tuesday  evenings. Adults
and teens 14 & up can play. There will be a
registration fee. If you have interest please
sign up in the Fellowship Hall on the bulletin
board or e-mail Andrea Kelly at
4kellyfam@comcast.net.
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COMM ITTEE UPDATES

meaning and significance of being identified
as a "Just Peace" Congregation. In order to
place this discussion in the context of our
wider UCC as we continue the process of
developing our own statement as a congrega-
tion, pertinent segments of the denomina-
tional "Just Peace" Pronouncement and Pro-
posal made at the Fifteenth (XV) General
Synod of the UCC in 1985, will be published
in The Placard over the next several issues.
The pronouncement spells out what peace
means to our church and what it means for
the UCC to become more intentional in this
identity.  This is part 1 of 3.  The full text
can be found at the UCC website
www.ucc.org/justice/jpc.htm.

  “T he General Synod affirms the following
as marks of a Just Peace Church,
calli ng upon each local church to become:

  A community of hope, believing a Just
Peace is possible, working toward this
end, and communicating to the larger world
the excitement and possibilit y of a
Just Peace.

  A community of worship and celebration,
centering its identity in justice and
peacemaking and the Good News of peace
that is Jesus Christ.

  A community of bibli cal and theological
reflection, studying the Scriptures,
the Christian story, and the working of the
Spirit in the struggle against in

justice and oppression.

A community of spiri-
tual nurture and sup-
port, loving one an-
other and giving
one another strength in
the struggle for a Just
Peace.”

  The J&P Ministry Team invites members to
join us for our June meetings to be held Fri-
day, June 4 and Friday, June 25.  We meet at
1:00 PM in the Fireside Room. In addition,
we will be hosting two adult forums on the
subject of nuclear proli feration and depleted
uranium see page 7 for more information.

Ply m ou t h ' s Sear ch f o r
an Ass ocia t e Min ist er

  We are moving quickly through the process
of f inding an associate minister for Ply-
mouth. Recently, we have continued to work
on our church profile. We held a Sunday
School Forum on May 9, shared the profile,
and gained feedback from other members.
We have now finished our church profile.
Our next step will consist of receiving pro-
files from searching candidates. We will
meet again with the Conference's Interim As-
sociate Minister, Tom Rehling as we receive
our first profiles.
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COMM ITTEE UPDATES

Liv in g Op en &
Aff i r m in g !

PFLAG meets at our church  . . .
but do you really know what PFLAG is?

  PFLAG is “Parents, Famili es and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays” , a national non-profit
organization with over 200,000 members and
supporters and almost 500 aff ili ates in the
United States.  PFLAG’s mission is to
“promote the health and well -being of gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered persons,
their famili es and friends through: support,
to cope with an adverse society; education,
to enlighten an ill -informed public; and ad-
vocacy, to end discrimination and to secure
equal civil rights. Parents, Famili es and
Friends of Lesbians and Gays provides op-
portunity for dialogue about sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, and acts to create a
society that is healthy and respectful of hu-
man diversity.”
  The Fort Colli ns chapter of PFLAG meets
at Plymouth on the second Monday of each
month.  Individuals are welcome to come
participate in meetings -- to share, to support,
or to seek support -- in a full y confidential
setting.
  Plymouth Congregational Church welcomes
PFLAG and fully supports its objectives.
Through the Open and Aff irming Committee
we have a supporting membership in the lo-
cal chapter.

  A big “ thank you” to everyone who con-
tributed money and food to our recent food
drive.  The drive netted $1,218 and 140
pounds of food for the Food Bank for
Larimer County.  Your monetary donations
went even further because for every dollar
donated, the food bank can distribute $10.20
worth of food.  Thank you for generously
supporting this important local charity.

Foo d Dr iv e
Upd at e
f r om t h e
Socia l
Con cer n s

A Pee k in t o t h e Past …
Th e Ju st Peace
Pr on oun cem en t an d
Pr op osal

  At the 2004 Annual Meeting of Plymouth
Congregational UCC, the Peace & Justice
Ministry Team, under the auspices of the So-
cial Concerns Committee, informed the con-
gregation that during the coming year many
opportunities would be provided for mem-
bers to learn about, consider and discuss the

(Continued on page 9)
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YOUTH EDUCATION

Con g r at u la t ion s t o t h e
f o ll ow in g Hig h Sch oo l
Sen io r s:
Cassie Bohlmann • Rocky Mountain
Samantha Crandall • Poudre
Adam Hafnor • Rocky Mountain
Aspen Hancock• Rocky Mountain
Megan Manning • Poudre
Cour tney Mohr • Rocky Mountain
Amy Norskog • Poudre
Rachel Tenney • Rocky Mountain
Chung-Sing (Timothy) Wong •
Ridgeview Classical School
Tyler Yadon • Rocky Mountain

Con g r at u la t ion s t o t h e
f o ll ow in g Co ll eg e
Gr ad u at es:
John Beres • Colorado State University
(Sarah Edmonds' husband)
Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine

Matt Clark • Wichita State University
Cum Laude, BA in English

Karen Halac-Sinniger • Yale University
(Carol and Harry Halac's daughter)
Masters of Divinity

Adam Marwitz • Colorado School of Mines
BS in Chemical Engineering

Kur t McCulloch • University of Oregon
Bachelor of Architecture/
BS in Anthropology

Monica Mohr • Arizona State University
Suma Cum Laude, BA in Communications

Alix Preston • Colorado School of Mines
BS with highest honors in Engineering Physics

Peter Mahan •St. Olaf
BA in Studio Art

Annie Feit • University of Northern Colorado
BS in Interdisciplinary Studies with a teaching
certificate K-6

Rick Riddoch • Colorado State University
Masters in Social Work

2004 Con f i r m at ion /
Aff i r m at ion Class

  What a wonderful event! Fifteen young
adults chose to attend the Confirmation/Af-
firmation course during this past school year.
Sunday, May 16, 13 of these chose to con-
firm their membership in the community of
Plymouth Congregational Church.  Two
members chose to aff irm their faith journeys.
Furthermore, two individuals from last
year’s class, who previously had chosen to
aff irm, elected to join as confirmed members
this year. What a great joy to the Plymouth
congregation to li sten to these youth as they
presented their Statements of Faith during
the church service.  The pictures of the indi-
viduals in the 2004 class along with their
own Statement of Faith will be in the display
case in the narthex of our church.

(Continued on page 10)
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MISSION & OUTREACH

  One of the major tasks given to me when I
began as your Interim Associate Minister
was to develop a calli ng/caring ministry
building upon the work of the previous Visit-
ing Angels. We have gradually been putting
the pieces together and rather li ke the looks
of our efforts. Barb Fraley and I met with
one of the staff members at First Presbyte-
rian Church to consult about their program
on May 13. First Presbyterian has divided
their “healthy cross-sharing and cross-
caring” program into three components: 1)
Senior Adult Ministry; 2) Stephen Ministry;
3) Health Ministry. The following shows

Ou r Calli n g /
Car in g Min ist r y

how we are currently
visioning ours to look,
although parts of it are
as yet undeveloped.
  A word of explanation
might be helpful on
some of the terms.
Consultation Service:                                   
There are a number of people who are avail -
able for anyone having diff iculty within any
of the healthcare systems and face dilemmas.
Contact Ministry:                              This is new to Plymouth.
Twice yearly, in February  and August, every
member/family will be contacted by phone to
see how things are with them. This phone
ministry is to make sure we have not missed
providing ministry at a crucial time for peo-
ple. The deacons along with others they
might recruit are doing this. We have used
this tool twice:  at the time of the Centennial
service as a reminder; and just prior to Lent
in February of this year. Already it has sur-
faced issues people are facing of which we

have not been aware.
Hillt oppers Group:                                 It may seem not to fit
here, but we li ke the Presbyterians are con-

cerned about a “senior ministry.”  We
may in the future add a fourth column for
Senior Ministry so that it feels li ke a
better fit.
  Our calli ng/caring ministry holds many
opportunities for service in the future.
We are grateful to our current group of
visitors. If you would wish to find a place

of service in it, please contact Pastor Dick,
Barb Fraley, Dianne Stober, or Pat Sample.

Associate Pastor

Coordinators

Parish
Nursing

Calli ng/Caring
Visitors

Greeting Card
Ministry

Consultation
Services

Bereavement
•Crisis
•Life Changes

Crisis Support
•Transportation
•Meals

Alzheimer Team Prayer Tree Hillt oppers Group

Hospital
Ministry

Contact
Ministry

Support Groups
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A DULT EDUCATION FOR JUN E

  Just today (May 18, 2004) the UCC Jus-
tice and Peace Action Network sent an
alert about “military authorization bill s
that would provide $422 billi on in spend-
ing through the Department of Defense
and the Department of Energy -- a $21
billi on increase over the current fiscal
year. There are two highly questionable
spending areas that are a focus of concern
as the Senate and possibly the House
soon take up debate: new small nuclear
weapons and anti-balli stic missiles.” For
details go to
www.ucctakeaction.org/action/                                                  .
  The Plymouth Peace & Justice Ministry
will host two forums in June to investi-
gate the criti cal issues of ongoing nuclear
proli feration and usage of depleted ura-
nium in the Iraq war. On June 20 and
June 27, we will view segments of a
videotaped talk given in 2002 by Dr. He-
len Caldicott, followed by discussion.
  Dr. Helen Caldicott, who recently spoke
in Fort Colli ns, is the Founding President
of Physicians for Social Responsibilit y
(PSR). PSR was the co-winner of the
1985 Nobel Peace Prize. An Australian-
born pediatrician, Dr. Caldicott also
founded Women’s Action for Nuclear

Disarmament (WAND), and is the author
of numerous books exploring nuclear and
environmental issues, the most recent of
which is entitled The New Nuclear Dan-
ger: George W. Bush's Milit ary-
Industrial Complex. In 2003 she helped
establish the Nuclear Policy Research In-
stitute (NPRI -- www.nuclearpolicy.org                                      )
to educate the American public through
the mass media about the greatest single
threat to our country's -- and indeed the
world's -- public health, namely the pro-
found medical, environmental, politi cal
and moral consequences of perpetuating
nuclear weapons, power and waste.
  Our discussion will focus on the facts
that Dr. Caldicott presents, and on our re-
sponse as Christians, as Americans, as
world citizens.

Th e New Nu clear
Pr o li f er a t ion

  “Pride in the Park” will be held in Library
Park from 11 a.m. to 5 pm., one week before
Denver’s Pridefest, the Rocky Mountain re-
gion’s largest pride celebration.

  The event will be family-friendly with
games and activities for kids, food and craft
vendors, social service booths, and perfor-
mances by local bands and the Rainbow
Chorus.  Give-aways include a weekend at a
Santa Fe bed and breakfast, and gift certifi-
cates to local businesses.

(Continued from page 3)


