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WORSHIP FOR OCTOBER

SERVICES ARE AT 9:00 & 10:45
(WITH ALL-CHURCH FELLOWSHIP AT 10:15)
UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE

October 7
World Communion Sunday
Luke 17.5-10

October 14
New Members’ Sunday
Luke 17.11-21

October 21
Bread for the World Sunday
Genesis 32.22-31, Psalm 121, Luke 18.1-8

Contemplative Service in the Style of Taizé
6:00 p.m., followed by a fellowship supper

October 28
Reformation Sunday
Luke 18.9-14
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FROM HAL'’'S DESK

Being a Christian in an Age of Empire

Some of you will have read my weblog that 1
kept during my recent pilgrimage to Ireland, and I
apologize for an overlap, but I want to present you
with the question that came up repeatedly during the
trip: What must Christianity look like if it is to survive?

Theologically, I think it must embrace a
sense of the sacred in the everyday, the sacredness of
God’s creation, and it must adopt a strongly
metaphorical approach to the reading of Scripture.
That probably doesn’t come as a surprise to any of
us at Plymouth, where this has been the norm for
decades.

The other aspect of our theology is that
Christianity must return to its very eatly roots. We
must care for the things and people that Jesus cared for. Jesus
opposed the Empire of his day by promoting a
radical alternative: the kingdom of God. If, as the
Psalmist suggests, “the world is the Lord’s, and all
that is in it,” then our allegiance must be to God and
not to Caesar. If Jesus came to proclaim the
kingdom of God, it implies that our primary
commitment is not to our nation or to any
government of this world, but rather to God and
Christ.

That can be dangerous talk, especially when
a certain portion of society equates Christianity with
patriotism. (The word derives from the Latin root
pater or father, and is transformed into patria or
fatherland, and if we pray to “Our Father” in the
Lord’s Prayer, and if we take our prayer setiously, it
might imply that our “fatherland” is the kingdom of
God.) Christ did not die on the cross so that we
could be good Americans; he was crucified by the
forces of empire, and with the collusion of the upper
echelons of institutionalized religion.

Empire — whether it is Roman, British, or
America — is bound to come into conflict with the
kingdom of God and the intention of God for
justice. This is not an attempt to critique the current
administration alone...American imperialism has
been around for more than a century. The Monroe
Doctrine, gunboat diplomacy, and the Spanish-
American War each were part of our 19th century
history, laying the underpinnings for empire.

And the question I heard Dominic Crossan
and Marcus Borg pose is, "What does it mean for us as
Christians, to live in an age of empire?” 1 would ask you

to consider this question deeply. (Dom’s new book
on the subject might also be something we wish to
study at Plymouth.)

Returning to the question I started with, I
think a revitalized Christianity will need to wrestle
with living in an age of empire and also ways to
respond as subjects of the kingdom of God first,
where our primary allegiance should lie. I don’t
mean this to be prescriptive; I assume that living it
out will be different for various peoples in various
countries.

Frequently, it is difficult for us to see our
own shortcomings, and I know that this is true for
me. One of the beauties of visiting a different
culture is seeing things with new eyes. Seeing the
remnants of British imperial rule in Ireland made
me think about how a “Christian” nation like
England could stand idly by during the Potato
Famine, watching millions of Irish (who were then
British subjects, not mere colonials) die. Empire
comes with blinders, and I wonder where our
blinders are as Americans.

I look forward to exploring this with you
further and to helping Plymouth become an even
more vital community of faith.

Shalom!

PLACARD DEADLINE
THE NEXT PLACARD DEADLINE IS
Oct 15th. PLEASE RESPECT OUR
DEADLINE AND PLEASE KEEP
ARTICLES AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE,
NO LONGER THAN 300 WORDS.
PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO:
shutterbugeville@aol.com AND
plymouth@plymouthucc.org
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FELLOWSHIP AND COMMITTEE UPDATES

THE UCC UMBRELLA —

An umbrella’s practical purpose is to shield us
from the rain. If more than one person needs it,
you squeeze in close to share it. I always picture a
certain image when I think of umbrellas - a large
one turned upside down, with a bear and a boy
riding inside it after seeming unending rain
flooded the Hundred Acre Wood. Whether
sharing an umbrella right side up, or riding in one
upside down, when people share an umbrella, they
huddle close to fit under or inside its shielding
embrace, no matter how alike or different they
may be.

As an Open and Affirming Congregation,
Plymouth (and many other ONA congregations)
offers a large umbrella to welcome people of all
backgrounds to join us in God’s shielding
embrace. But even though we may not need to
know much about each other to share an umbtella
during one of Colorado’s brief rain showers, we
can all feel more comfortable interacting as a
congregation if we better understand one anothet’s
unique life experiences.

This year, the ONA Committee has been offering
people at Plymouth a variety of opportunities to
learn about the cares and concerns of people who
are transgender. Learning about something that
most of us know very little expands our umbrella
so that more people will feel comfortable when we
offer to share it with them. And the more we
know, the more comfortable we’ll feel as we
interact with people who have experienced life in a
manner that may be unfamiliar to many of us.

The more we understand each person’s unique
joys and pains, the more comfortable we can all be
as we huddle under, or ride along in, God’s
extravagant umbrella that really does have room
for all of us.

SOCIAL CONCERNS
COMMITTEE

The small black cat that was found by the Social
Concerns Committee in the Fellowship Hall found
a good home. Her humans rapidly became
attached to her but the resident cats are not so
welcoming.

The Social Concerns committee is putting on an
Adult Forum on October 21 on Teaching
Tolerance, a program of the Southern Poverty
Law Center. Janet Fritz will give a short talk about
the founder of The Southern Poverty Law Center.
There will be a short film on the Center, then
Marty Marsh will talk about the tolerance program
which she has used in her classes. This will be an
interesting and pertinent program.

Looking forward to November. November 11
is the date of our annual Harvest Home food drive
for the Food Bank.

MIDDLE-THIRD
HERD

Join the Middle-Third Herd for some Fall Fun!
Sunday, October 21st - 1:00pm - Corn Maze and
Pumpkin Patch at Something from the Farm. Visit
http://www.somethingfromthefarm.com for more

info.
13 &up $10, kids 5-12 $8, 4 & under FREE.

Do not condemn, therefore, all that you would
call bad in the world. Rather, ask yourself,
what about this have you judged bad, and

what, if anything, you wish to do to change it.

XYZ

XYZ will meet for an afternoon of miniature Golf and
fun at FORT FUN 1513 E. Mulberry St. at 3:00 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 20. Cost is $5.00 each for a minimum
attendance of 25. Please be there promptly at 3pm
because to get the discount price we all have to enter
together. Following the Afternoon of Golf we will
meet at Plymouth Fellowship hall for a Chili Supper at
5:30. "Make a night of it" and stay for the
Gospel Gala Concert at 6:30.

Chili will be furnished. Indicate on the sign-up sheet in
the fellowship hall whether you wish to bring bread,
salad or dessert. Please bring your own table service
and canned food items for the Food Bank. For further
information, call Irene Wherritt or Fran Milde, 689-
3101.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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GOSPEL GAIA

COME FOR A WONDERFUL

EVENING OF

SPIRITUALS, GOSPEL MUSIC,

WHEN:
2(TH
TIME:

AND FOOD!

SATURDAY OCTOBER

6:30PM

WHERE: SANCTUARY AND
FELLOWSHIP HALL

THE CONCERT INCLUDES
CHOIR, HYMN SINGING,
SEVERAL SOLOISTS, AND A
PILANO/ORGAN DUET.

FOLIL.OWING THE CONCERT,
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE IS
SPONSORING A "SWEET AND
SAVORY SOCIAL". EVERYONE
IS ASKED TO BRING AN
APPETIZER OR DESSERT TO

SHARE.

PLLEASE CONTACT DONNA OR
CARRIE [FYOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS. HOPE TO SEE
YOU THERE!

MUSICAL HAPPENINGS AT
PLYMOUTH THIS FALL

There are a lot of exciting musical
offerings this fall at Plymouth. By now you have
noticed how live the sanctuary is! The acoustics
have been improved greatly during construction,
which makes our sanctuary an ideal space for
musical performances. This fall the choir will be
performing at the 9:00 service three times a
month, with the handbells performing once a
month. A soloist will appear at the 10:45 service
each week.

On Saturday October 20t you won't want
to miss our Gospel Gala, an evening of spirituals
and gospel selections. The choir will be
performing, along with several soloists. We will
also have several hymns for the entire
congregation to sing as well. The music will begin
at 6:30pm. Following the concert, Congregational
Life will be sponsoring a Sweet and Savory Social
in the fellowship hall. Everyone is invited to bring
an appetizer or dessert to share. Hope to see you
there!

On Sunday November 11t we will be
celebrating Consecration Sunday with the band
Boulder Acoustic Society. They are a fun bunch
of musicians who play a wide variety of musical
styles, including folk, bluegrass, and country. They
played at New West Fest this summer. They will
be playing for both services, and will be
accompanying the choir on a neat arrangement of
"Il Fly Away."

Sunday December 16t will be our annual
Christmas Cantata. The choir will be singing at
both services. This year our theme will be
"Christmas Through the Ages." The choir will be
performing songs written from different historical
periods, starting with Medieval music all the way
to contemporary selections.

After Christmas we will begin preparing
for the Rutter Requiem, which will be performed
at both services on April 27t with a small chamber
orchestra. Maureen Sorensson will be our guest
soloist, who is a frequent soloist throughout
Colorado. She was also Donna's roommate in
college and a close high school friend of Bruce
Hansen!

Carrie Hansen, Music Director
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Karen Penner-Johnson's
Master's Recital

‘7
Y
7l
This is to invite any and all to attend my Mastet's

recital on Sunday, November 4 at 7:00 pm in the
Cassavant Concert Hall (Rm 203), Music Building,
CSU Campus. I am completing, at this late age, a
Master of Music degree in Organ Performance. If
all goes as expected, I will graduate on December
14. I would be blessed and honored by your
presence. The recital includes works by Sweelinck,
Bach, Brahms, Widor, Bolcum and Hakim
(Renaissance through 21st century music).

STAND UP AGAINST POVERTY

October 17 has been designated “STAND UP
and SPEAK OUT” against global poverty,
hunger and inequality. An announcement
regarding local locations for participation will be in
the weekly bulletin. Last year 23 million people in
87 countries took a similar action to remind world
leaders whose countries had agreed to the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) to keep
their promises.

This fall, you are being invited to make a strong
statement to our nation’s decision makers to end
hunger and extreme poverty both at home and
abroad.

I I N R SRR 2R R

GAG (GET A GRIP)

Come to Zimmerman’s and make apple cider at 2
pm Sunday, October 14. Potluck will follow.
RSVP Telephone 221-5474. Zimmerman’s
address: 1716 Carriage Road, Fort Collins, CO
80525. All are welcome.

CROP HUNGER
WALK

Support and participate in

Church World Services

CROP Hunger Walk on October 7, which
begins at 1 PM from First Presbyterian Church.
(Art Rooze is Plymouth’s point person for this
event). Why walk? The majority of the world
population in third world countries are required
to walk daily for food and water. Why
contribute? 25% of the funds raised go to the
Larimer County Food Bank where a $1.00
provides a meal for a family of 4. The other 75%
goes to Church World Service, or the Relief/
Development Agency of your choice. At CWS,
25% is used for emergency food relief; 30% is
used to respond to disasters and 30% is used to
encourage grassroots indigenous development of
clean water, agriculture, small businesses and
schools; and 10 - 15% is used to raise the funds
and administer the programs in over 80 countries
(the majority of staffing is done with indigenous
peoples or collaborative arrangements with
existing agencies within the country).

ROLLING FAST

All people of faith are invited to participate in a
“Rolling Fast” some time between September 6th
and October 15%. You are encouraged to “fast”
from eating a meal or two and contribute the
money not spent on food to the Interfaith
Council’s “City Wide Fast” (envelopes are
available in the church entryway or Fellowship
Hall). This can be a wonderful opportunity to
invite neighbors, friends and others to join you in
a “breaking of the fast” meal in which all
participate in the contribution to be made. Funds
raised in are contributed to the local Food Bank
when there is match for the contribution.

“Please remember Plymouth
Church in your will and estate”
“planning.”
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

HEALTH MINISTRY

Child Abuse
Fran Milde PhD, RN

Child abuse directly or indirectly affects us all, but
none more than the victim of the abuse. It is not
just an event occurring in childhood; rather the
consequences of abuse follow the child forward
throughout his/her life. Herbert Ward, an
Episcopal priest stated: ”’Child abuse casts a
shadow, the length of a lifetime.”

Not only do children suffer acutely from the
physical and mental cruelty of child abuse, they
endure many long-term consequences, including
delays in reaching developmental milestones,
refusal to attend or complete school, and
separation anxiety disorders. Other potential
consequences include, high-risk health behaviors,
criminal activities, depressive or affective
disorders, personality disorders, panic attacks, and
abuse of their own children or spouses.

Some appalling statistics—according to the US
Department of Health and Human Services, there
are over 2 million reports of abuse or neglect each
year. Of these, approximately 1,500 children die
from their injuries or neglect and 80% were
children younger than five years of age. The
National Committee to Prevent Child Abuse
report that the incidence of reported causes of
child abuse were: neglect 54%, physical abuse
25%, sexual abuse 11%, emotional abuse 3%, and
other 7%. If include in the statistics all unreported
emotional abuse the overall incidence would
increases to 25 to 50% of all children. The same
increase is noted with sexual abuse. It is estimated
that 1 in every 3 girls and 1 in every 7 boys will be
sexually abused before the age of 18.

Child abuse, like any type of family violence, does
not discriminate. It occurs within every ethnic,
religious, and socio-economic background. It is
most likely to happen when parents lack parenting
knowledge and skills, are cut off from friends and
family, have unmet emotional needs, have
economic, housing or personal problems, abuse
drugs or alcohol, were abused themselves, have
difficulty controlling anger, or are going through a

crisis.

What can each of us do?

1. Understand the problem. Abuse can
happen anywhere, anytime to any child.
To cure the problem the child and the
adult perpetrator must be nurtured and
healed.

2. Pray. If each of us would focus our
prayers that every child everywhere would
experience God’s love, the collective
experience would be greater than we could
anticipate.

3. Recognition. The behavior of children
may signal abuse or neglect long before
any change in physical appearance. Some
of the signs may include: nervousness
around adults, aggression toward adults or
other children, inability to stay awake or to
concentrate for extended periods, sudden,
dramatic changes in personality or
activities, unnatural interest in sex,
frequent or unexplained bruises or injuries
low self-esteem, and poor hygiene

4. Action. Become involved in church and
community programs, be a good neighbor,
volunteer. If you suspect abuse or neglect
may be occurring, report it. To find out
how, contact the Department of Social
Services listed under government agencies
in the phone book. If you think a child is
in immediate danger, call the police.

5

Remember, each of us is involved in the problem
and solution of child abuse.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN: IT'S
EVERYBODY'S BUSINESS.

£ Pl Pt

“And Lord, w\é‘ﬁnk you that we stand
united after this unanimous board decision.”

HORTLOA-
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

PLANNED GIVING
COMMITTEE

Our Endowment Fund balance is now over
$50,000. Payouts from the Fund will begin on an
annual basis once the balance reaches $100,000, so
we are half way there!

The 5 accounts of the Endowment Fund are:
1. Wider Mission of UCC (30%)
2. Community Service and Outreach (20%)
3. Infrastructure Improvements (20%)
4. Christian Education (15%)
5. Worship, Music, and Art (15%)
All deposits to date are in Account 1, from
members who had chosen to donate 10% of their
Capital Campaign gift.

Gifts directly to the Endowment Fund, outside of
the Capital Campaign, are welcome at any time.
You may choose to designate the account or
accounts to receive your gift. If you do not
designate your gift, it will be portioned across all 5
accounts according to the percentages listed
above.

The Endowment Fund is administered by the
Planned Giving Committee. Please contact any
member of the committee if you have questions or
are considering a donation to the Endowment
Fund. Also contact a committee member if you
are considering or have already included Plymouth
in your estate planning: Carl Mohr, Paul Soraci,
Pete Bullard, Larry McCulloch, and JoAnne
Bennett.

A mother was teaching her three-year-
old the Lord's prayer. For several
evenings at bedtime she repeated it
after her mother. One night she said
she was ready to solo. The mother
listened with pride as she carefully
enunciated each word, right up to the
end of the prayer. "Lead us not into
temptation," she prayed, "but deliver us
some E-mail, Amen."

PLANNED GIVING
COMMITTEE

LR
§ 1

Brian and Michele Betsill
JoAn and Mike Bjarko

Matt and Claire Boyles

Pete and Judy Bullard

Hal Chorpenning and Jean Sancafon
LaDonna Courter

Jerry and Nanci DelLap

Tom and Paula Dille

Janet Fritz

John Hafnor

Phil and Suzi Koster

Saralyn Laughlin
Anonymous

Gayle and Rich Maroncelli
Larry and Janet McCulloch
Curt and Ruth Minter

Carl and Bea Mohr

Chet and Patt Moore

Mary Mosier

Tom and Karen Nesler

John Henry and Corinne Peck
Don and Jean Preslan

Bruce and Linda Preston
Greg and Sue Rutherford
Hugh and Barbara Sanborn
Dave and Sharon Smith
John and Karen Smith

Paul and Lynne Soraci

Bill and Peggy Sproul
George and Marilu Theodore
George and Marcia Worcester

In addition we thank and recognize the
Irrevocable Gift Annuity bequeathed to Plymouth
Church from:

Curt and Ruth Minter

“Please remember Plymouth Church
in your will and estate” “planning.”
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

STEP UP TO THE PLATE
FOR 2008

Needless to say these are very exciting times at
Plymouth. We are blessed to have the pastoral
leadership, the Christian education program, the
music program, the staff, the deacons and the
multitude of volunteers that share their time and
talent on ten different committees. And most
obviously we are nearing completion of the
construction phase of our capital campaign.

Excitement also means change and challenges.
You the Congregation have shown your generosity
in numerous ways over the years. In preparation
for our 2008 pledge drive we would like to point
out several changes that will affect next years
budget, knowing that you will rise again to this
challenge.

New van: As you know we have purchased a new
van to more safely transport our youth and adults
to various retreats, Sunday School gatherings,
camps, and mission trips. The cost increase will be
about $6,000 in 2008.

Part time accountant: Presently our treasurer is
spending approximately 15 hours/ week as a
volunteer. This is not a reasonable expectation and
the council has recommended we fund this effort
$3000 to $5000 per year.

Administrative support: As Karin Marsh begins
to contemplate retirement we need to think about
hiring someone to fill this job that Karin has so
capably handled. With the increase in
administrative needs, the plan is to bring the
position up from 35 to 40 hours per week.

Increased size of facility: The larger facility may
have an impact on insurance and utility cost
however the amount is not presently known. The
increased efficiency of the new construction
materials and equipment will certainly minimize
any increase in utility cost.

Additional: we are optimizing the use of the
facility which will also help reduce utility costs.

Mortgage: The good news is that as you recall the
cash flow projections are such that the budget for
2008 will not be impacted by the mortgage
assuming that everyone continues to fulfill their
commitment.

Cost of living: Normal inflation does continue to
force continual adjustments to our annual

operating expenses.

Stewardship Committee

BUILDING COMMITTEE

[ : 2Inpdenr -
Copsttuacstion

September was another month of big changes to
our building. Our staff was moved into the
Administration Wing on September 13, and work
began on the carpet replacement in the North
Wing later that week. By the time you read this
update, work on the Administration Wing and the
North Wing will be complete.

While we are enjoying the newly paved parking lot,
finding a parking spot has been complicated by the
fact that storage pods, dumpsters, and
construction equipment have been occupying the
equivalent of more than 20 parking spaces. Soon
the parking lot will be completed. By October 10,
the final coat of asphalt should be applied and the
striping complete.

By October 10, we also hope that the lighting
fixtures will be installed in the sanctuary. There
has been a delay because the wrong lighting
fixtures were manufactured. As we wait for the
new fixtures, have you noticed how much
“brighter” the sound is in the sanctuary?

By October 15, we expect that the renovation and
new construction projects will be largely complete,
with just minor odds and ends left to finish.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

MISSION COMMITTEE +
UPDATE

Neighbors in Need

This is a special offering in the United Church of
Christ to be held Sunday, Oct 14. You will find an
offering envelope in the Placard. Funds support
the Council for American Indian Ministry and
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries. The theme
this year is Jubilee. Jubilee extends the concept of
Sabbath, “to rest” to its logical conclusion. The
Deuteronomy Code amplifies the cycle of life to
include every seventh year as Jubilee. Our Jubilee
mandate is to cancel debt, to proclaim release of
captives, to let the land lie fallow, and to ensure
that those who have been separated from home
and family by bondage, poverty or conflict be
returned to their rightful place. From Emily
Sikazwa, a Zambian advocate for women’s
development “Poverty is human made, so it can be
eradicated.” Embolden us and our church to be
agents of Jubilee Justice. Another World is
Possible!

God is still speaking through Neighbors In
Need.

Miss Margaret’s Story — Update from Adam
Hafnor

Miss Margaret spent the first night in her home
the night before the 2nd anniversary of Katrina.
With the help of folks from Plymouth and others,
Adam raised over $2900 to help put the final
touches and to refurbish her home.

Alternative Giving Fair is coming to Plymouth
Nov 18th,

Christmas is a time of giving. Consider
“Alternative Giving” - making a gift of money to
a worthwhile cause or purchasing an item made by
someone in a third world country — a source of
income, self-sufficiency and dignity. Give a gift
that is cherished by your loved one and by you the
giver knowing that it is going to support a very
needy cause. This year we will feature fair trade

items from Ten Thousand Villages, Heifer Project,
Church World Service, Afghan Women’s Self-
Sufficiency Project, Angola Project, Global
Ministries, Palestinian Child Sponsorship and
others. Members of the congregation, friends and
the wider community are invited to participate.

Alternative Giving - It Makes Sense

PEACE WITH JUSTICE
TEAM MINISTRY

Have you ever thought about how the world
would be a more peaceful place if everyone had a
share in the abundance of the earth and “just”
enough food for each day, even as we pray, “Give
us this day our daily bread”.

For people of faith, compassion for the poor is
non-negotiable. Compassion alone, however,
doesn’t help the poor. In fact, many poverty
programs exacerbate the very problem they were
intended to solve. So how do we ensure that we
not only mean well, but also do good? “Love
mercy, Do justice and Walk humbly with your
God.”

William Sloan Coffin, former UCC minister said:
“Had I but one wish for the churches of America
I think it would be that they come to see the
difference between charity and justice. Charity is a
matter of personal attributes; justice a matter of
public policy. Charity seeks to alleviate the effects
of injustice; justice seeks to eliminate the causes of
it. Charity in no way affects the status quo, while
justice leads inevitably to political confrontation.
Especially I would hope that Christians would see
that the compassion that moved the Good
Samaritan to act charitably - that same compassion
prompted biblical prophets to confront injustice,
to speak truth to power, as Jesus did, who, though
more than a prophet, was certainly nothing less.”

In the month of October 2007, members of
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ
are being called to respond in positive and world
changing ways to poverty and world hunger.
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

MORE THAN $1 MILLION IN CONTRIBUTIONS!!!

As of August 31st, $1,014,000 has been contributed to the Capital

Campaign! Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support of our
renovation and new construction projects!

Live
'[_ H A1)
!:Ill.l "
Future
51,650k
I !.1 014k Aug 31, 2007

I ey e & R i iEih
B Gnmmﬂmwﬂ:
[Tt Ihm-u'.-nd

Plymouth Congregational Church
Capital Campaign Tracking
Endnwmant fend: .

Commiment - 571k Hola: Endowsnent fand gitts and organ
Gifts receend — $59k gift remeed from sotal
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SPECIAL FEATURES

THE BRICK

A young and successful executive was traveling
down a neighborhood street, going a bit too fast
in his new Jaguar. He was watching for kids
darting out from between parked cars and
slowed down when he thought he saw
something.

As his car passed, no children appeared.
Instead, a brick smashed into the Jag's side
door! He slammed on the brakes and backed
the Jag back to the spot where the brick

had been thrown. The angry driver then jumped
out of the car, grabbed the nearest kid and
pushed him up against a parked car shouting,
"What was that all about and who are you? Just
what the heck are you doing? That's a new car
and that brick you threw is going to cost a lot of
money. Why did you do it?" The young boy

was apologetic. "Please, mister...please, I'm
sorry but I didn't know what else to do," He
pleaded. "I threw the brick because no one else
would stop..." With tears dripping down his face
and off his chin, the youth pointed to a spot just
around a parked car. "It's my brother, "he said.
"He rolled off the curb and fell out of his
wheelchair and I can't lift him up."

Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned
executive, "Would you please help me get him
back into his wheelchair? He's hurt and he's too
heavy for me." Moved beyond words, the driver
tried to swallow the rapidly swelling lump in his
throat. He hurriedly lifted the handicapped boy
back into the wheelchair, then took out a linen
handkerchief and dabbed at the fresh scrapes
and cuts. A quick look told him everything was
going to be okay. "Thank you and may God
bless you," the grateful child told the

stranger. Too shook up for words, the man
simply watched the boy push his wheelchair-
bound brother down the sidewalk toward their
home.

It was a long, slow walk back to the Jaguar.
The damage was very noticeable, but the driver
never bothered to repair the dented side door.
He kept the dent there to remind him of this

message: "Don't go through life so fast that
someone has to throw a brick at you to get your
attention!" God whispers in our souls and speaks to
our hearts. Sometimes when we don't have time to
listen, He has to throw a brick at us. It's our choice
to listen or not.

A little boy opened the big and old family
Bible with fascination, he looked at the old
pages as he turned them. Then something
fell out of the Bible and he picked up and
looked at it closely. It was an old leaf from
a tfree that has been pressed in between
pages.

"Momma, look what I found," the boy called
out.

"What have you got there, dear?" his
mother asked.

With astonishment in the young boy's voice
he answered: "It's Adam's suit!ll"

Nine-year-old Joey was asked by his
mother what he had learned in Sunday
School. Well, Mom, our teacher told us
how God sent Moses behind enemy lines
on a rescue mission to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to
the Red Seaq, he had his engineers build
a pontoon bridge, and all the people
walked across safely. He used his
walkie-talkie to radio headquarters and
call in an air strike. They sent in
bombers to blow up the bridge and all
the Israelites were saved.

“Now, Joey, is that REALLY what your
teacher taught you?" his mother asked.
"Well, no, Mom, but if I told it the way
the teacher did, you'd never believe it!"
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

OCTOBER FORUM SCHEDULE

Oct. 7

“Crossroads Safehouses, Houses of Hope”

Jennifer Jones

Crossroads Safehouse shelter manager, Jennifer Jones, will
be facilitating this forum. Crossroads Safehouse serves
victims of domestic violence and their children through
emergency shelter, legal advocacy and representation, support
groups, individual advocacy, and group support. Ms. Jones
will present information on the dynamics of domestic violence
and how faith communities can respond to abuse. This
event is part of Crossroads’ 27 Houses of Hope initiative
and is one of Crossroads’ Domestic Violence Awareness
Month activities. Please join us in learning about this
important topic!

Oct. 14
“Local Issues in Education”
Nancy Tellez
Poudre Board of Education Vice-President and
Plymouth member

Oct. 21
“Tolerance and the Southern Poverty Law Center”
Marty Marsh
The Southern Poverty Law Center was founded in 1971 as
a small civil rights law firm. Today, SPLC is
internationally known for its tolerance education programs,
its legal victories against white supremacists and its tracking
of hate groups. Come hear Marty Marsh offer more insight

into this important organization.

Oct. 28
TBA
Nov. 4
"Genealogy and Spirituality: Meaning Beyond the
'‘Begats."

Rev. Rich Thompson
Since the publication of Alex Haley's "Roots" in the
'70s, genealogical study has spread extensively. On this

Sunday after All Saints Day, Rev. Richard Thompson
will lead in an exploration of how the discovery of those who
have "gone before” leads to increased self-discovery.

OCTOBER BOOK STUDIES

Oct. 7, 14, 21

Onganic Prayer: Cultivating Y our Relationship with God
by Nancy Roth led by Judy Filusch and Jean
Preslan

“Organic Prayer offers an environmentally-aware
metaphor for the contemplation of God and our
attempts to live in harmony with God’s creation.
Roth uses the experience of caring for the soil and
gardening to create meditations that help us to
cultivate, enrich, and understand more deeply our
relationship with God, our neighbors, and
ourselves.” (excerpt from back cover)

Oct. 28, Nov. 4, Nov. 11, Nov. 18

The Prophetic Call: Celebrating Community, Earth,
Justice, and Peace”

Lead by editor Hugh Sanborn

“Of all the roles the church s called to fulfill, its prophetic
mission is frequently the most neglected. Proclaiming and
living ont the prophetic message disturbs rather than
comforts and risks criticism or even condemnation for taking
a stance that is unpopular or threatening to the status of the
community. Yet the church must speak out against the
systemic nature of evil if it is to fulfill its calling as the body
of Christ. God’s unconditional love and truth that call the
church into being summon us not only to love and care for
one another with compassion, but also to demonstrate that
compassion in ways that confront systemic evil in all forms.
The Prophetic Call focuses on the disturbing and yet
liberating form of witness described as the prophetic. It
brings together a wide range of social ethicists, activists, and
theologians to probe the deepest meaning of what it means
Jor us today to take up the cross and follow the Christ.

........................... Continued on Back Page
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UCC YOUTH
IN ACTION!!

PARENTS NIGHTS OUT RETURN!!!!

Oh yeah. Friday, October 12 from 6-10pm. We’re
having 2 in the fall (the other is December 7), 2 in
the spring so don’t miss out! RSVP to Julie
(Julie@plymouthucc.org) so we know how much
pizza to order!

New Nursery and Pre-school Rooms

We are excited to now be able to split up nursery
(birth through 2 years old) and pre-school (3 and
4 year olds). In addition to a thorough, consistent
sanitizing schedule, we are also working to bolster
our toys and facilities. Throughout this month,
stop by to see how the rooms evolve into safe,
exciting, comfortable spaces for your child/ren.
Childcare in both rooms is available for both
services and during the coffee hour by an
excellent, experienced nursery staff. Please
contact Julie with any questions or concerns.

Trailblazers

Believe it or not, our far-seeing curriculum
planners set October as the month to learn about
Solomon and building the temple. Needless to
say, we’ll be making some connections between
Solomon’s building project and our own. We’ll
also learn about the temple dedication while have
a worship service of our own to celebrate and
dedicate Plymouth new spaces.

Goodness Gorillas Fall 2007

The GG is a grades K-5 service group, and for
October we are planning several events. Typically
the GG participates in the CROPWALK, which
is on October 7, and if there is sufficient interest
we will organize a group. Also, we will plan to
rake leaves for members of the church later in

October (either on the 215t or 28th). Please contact
Ben Slocumb for information (225-6446 or
ben.slocumb@comcast.net).

JUNIOR HIGH

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU FOR THE GREAT
TURN-OUT FOR PAINTING YOUR
ROOM! What a way to make it your own!

**Please be sure & give us the Info Form we e-
mailed and mailed to you! So far we only have 6 of
them. So if you want a say in when youth group is
this year, get them to us by the 15 of the

month.

Youth Group for the month of October:

Friday, Oct 12th at Plymouth - Youth Group is in
Charge of Parents Night Out from 6:00-

10:00pm. We will need you to help with this
important fund raiser for our awesome new van
and Jr High mission trips.

Sunday, October 14th - BAKE SALE for Jr & Sr
High to raise money for the van and mission trips.
Have baked goods to the church by 8:45 on Sunday

morning.

Friday, Oct 26th - Time & Details will be

announced.

........................... Continued on Back Page

A Sunday School teacher asked her class
why Joseph and Mary took Jesus with
them to Jerusalem. A small child replied:
“They couldn't get a baby-sitter."
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PLYMOUTH PRAYERS

Please keep these

members and friends
in your prayers.
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LIFE & CARE
Making the Call

Last month many of you hopefully received a telephone call from one of
Plymouth’s Deacons or a volunteer supporting them. This annual contact by
the Deacons’ Calling and Caring Ministry is a significant means of reaching out
to each and every member of Plymouth — whether you are here each week or
don’t attend as often as you once did.

In a congregation the size of ours, there is no way to know everything that is
happening in the lives of our Plymouth family. Some of the joys and concerns
are expressed in worship’s weekly Prayers of the People, but most are never
voiced (often from a sense of privacy or because they seem too trivial). Part of
the yearly calling is to remind us that every member matters, and the cares of
our lives are never trivial.

Unfortunately, we only have the resources to implement this ministry once a
year — but you have the opportunity to ca// any day. 1 know that you’ve heard
this before (even in Placard articles!), but it never hurts to have a reminder:
Plymouth tries to be here for you, you just have to make the call.

You have likely heard some rendering of the proverb “shared joy is a double
joy; shared sorrow is half a sorrow”. This applies to church life when you have
a surprise hospitalization or a planned surgery; when an important person in
your life dies or your first grandchild is born; when relationships become
overwhelming or you’re celebrating your years together. While we recognize
that no minister or volunteer can ever be present at every moment, we can, at
the minimum, share prayers for those times of need or happiness.

Plymouth’s Calling & Caring Ministry also attempts to be there in the “in
between” times. When members can no longer get to Plymouth from their
house or long-term care home, volunteers take Plymouth to them through
visits, cards, CDs of our services (when our CD recorder is running) and
phone calls. But once again, we often don’t know of someone’s desire to get
reconnected unless you make the call.

In our New Testament stories, Jesus seems to know when there is a need to be
healed; but he often waits to respond until he is asked for a touch, a blessing or
a word of hope. Our Calling & Caring ministers try to follow the way Jesus set
before us by offering compassion and presence; but they, too, try not to
intrude on a person’s privacy. One gift to one another in this community is the
willingness to ask for Christ to be present to us through those who give of
themselves. I give thanks for each of you who share this ministry with others.

Y/ A

P.S. If you’re interested in knowing more, either to receive (calls, visits, meals)
or to give (by visiting, making meals, driving people to church or telephoning),
please just call
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GELLER CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL
DEVELOPMENT

2vd Annnal Fall Gala/ Fund Raising Event
October 26, 2007 begins at 6:30 PM

Sunset Event Center (242 Linden Street )
Celebrate the progress we are making in our work
and get to know some of the students whose lives
you are touching when you support the work of
the Geller Center.
Hor d’oeuvres and desserts, Open Cash bar, Silent
Auction, performance by The CSU Swing Society
and the Ed Manteful Orchestra, Swing Dance
(free lessons).
Contributions to the Silent Auction — call Vickie at
482-8487. Tickets for the event can be purchased
in advance from:
Phil Koster, Betty Brown or Jean Griswold. $35.
single; $60. couple; Reserve a patron table for 8
for $350. Sponsor a student - $25. OR call for a
reservation at 482-8487 and pay at the door.

Continued from Adult Ed, Page 11

Each author shows us the importance of bringing the
prophetic tradition back into our Christian worship,
stimulating creative forms of liturgy to affirm and celebrate
the transforming, liberating mission of prophetic
ministr).” (excerpt)

B g o

SENIOR HIGH

Youth Group will be meeting every second and
fourth Sunday this year. So our first fun-filled
afternoon will occur on October 14. Unless
otherwise specified, we will meet in the high
school room at Plymouth from 3pm-5pm. Youth
group leaders for this year are Aya Ushijima,
Aaron McGrew and Garrett Holslag. We look
forward to seeing you at Youth Group—it’s going
to be a GREAT yeat!



