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FROM HAL'S DESK

“In-Reach” Mission at
Plymouth

It seams like just another sunry morning in
Fort Collins, as | drive toward Plymouth just
before 9:00am. But as | approad the
church from the west on Prosped Road, | am
surprised to naice afull parking lot. | drive
toward the bad to park by my office and
somebody has taken “my” parking space and
I’m not used to competition! Andthen | red-
ize that the groupwho is meding hereisthe
High Ted Network, agroup d women and
men who have been laid off at HP, Agilent,
and aher locd techndogy companies. The
bad newsisthat thisisalarge burch o tal-
ented folks; the good rewsis that they have
formed avital groupthat is helping peopleto
do everything from start their own busi-
nesses to keguing abreast of industry devel-
opments to sharing information about job
possbiliti es. And through it all, their colle-
gidity givesthem hope.

Y ou are providing them with a placeto
med. You are making a differencein the
lives of people who have been dedared
“extraneous’ by our econamy. You are help-
ing to give people hope and a seaure future.

* % %

Saturday mornings are usually pretty quiet
at Plymouth, bu once amonth you'll see a
lot of teenagers, parents, locd merchants,
and parole officers here. For almost two
yeas RESTORE, the teen restorative justice
program of the District Attorney’s Office
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and Probation Department, has met here &
Plymouth.

Restorative justice (as oppased to retribu-
tive justice) seeks to bring together the vic-
tim and the offender in a situation, to all ow
the victimto tell hisor her story, to provide
an occasion for the off ender to apalogize and
then make some form of restitution.
Bernadette Felix, the diredor of RESTORE,
said that their program for teen shogifters
was part of arecent study that showed are-
cidivism rate of only threepercent. The mes-
sageisclea: restorative justiceworks! It
helps change the lives and petterns of yourg
peoplein our community.

* % %

Plymouth can't do everything for our locd
community, bu we cetainly help ou
through ou myriad of partnershipsin Ft.
Colli ns. By providing community groups a
home, we do“in-read” that helps our com-
munity thrive. There ae wsts associated
with providing spaceto community groups,
andlast yea building-use fees and dorations
provided $1,840.

Using our building is one way we can lever-
age our assets for the benefit of God' s peo-
ple, andfor usto ad out our misson o
“Joining others within broader communiti es
to promote the integrity of credionand a
more just, inclusive and peacéul world..

Peace,

NEWS & NOTES

Choir BBQ August 1

Bruce and Carrie ae hosting a chair BBQ

this sammer on Sunday, August 1st at 5:00.
Please bring something to grill andaside
dish. Wewill provide ererything else. We
will also have voll eyball and croquet set up.
All of your family is welcome. Please RSV P
at carrieandlruce2001@yahoocom or at

Attention!
Plymouth will not

be having a yard
sale this year!

377-0674.Diredions; from the corner of

Drake and Shields, go south onShields. Turn
left, or east on Rocky Mourtain Way. Turn
right on Rocky Mourtain Court. Our house,
2906,isthe second onthe left. Hope to see
al of youtherel

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ
An open & affirming congregation
Gathered in 1903

www.plymouthucc.org eplymouth@plymouthucc.org ¢970.482.9212
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NEWS & NOTES

On a San Francisco
High!

—
———

So many of you
asked me on Sunday
how our visit to San
Francisco to hea
our daughter Sonia
sing, and there was
not time to respond
to most of you,so |
thowght | would
giveyouareport. Inaword, it was fabulous!
We haven't head Sonia perform sincewe
were in San Francisco in April 2003.Since
that time she has developed from a singer to
ared entertainer. She was fabulous.

Sonia had an engagement in the “Plush
Room” in the York Hotel which isthe only
listening room in San Francisco. When we
looked aroundwe founda framed ore page
piecefrom USA TODAY written by amusic
critic on hs*“ten favorite listening rooms in
the US. The Plush Room was his choicefor
San Francisco. Soniawas a part of a presen-
tation cdled “New Faces’” of San Francisco,
and she was one anong threewho performed
nightly. She performed from Tuesday
through Sunday. She got by far the most ap-
plause eab time we head her (Thursday
through Sunday). Shesang “I’ll Remember
Parish,” and“Man From Manhattan” from
her first CD, “Chestnut Stred” and“In
Marin” on her secondCD, “To Better Days”
which will be on her third CD, and afew

others. If any of you areinterested in her ac
tivities you can keg upwith her on her web-
site: www.sonyhalland.com. Thanks for
reading the musings of a proudfather! In
addition we cdebrated our 49" wedding
anniversary onJune 4 with lunch at awater-
side restaurant in Sausalito, the dternoonat
Muir Woods among the giant redwoods —
more avesome eat time we seethem, and
dinner at the Waerfront Restaurant nea the
Ferry Building. | went to Padfic Schod of
Religion (1957%61) in Berkeley so every time
we go bad to the Bay areait is eda. We
took Sonia and Jerry upto PR for thefirst
time and showed them where older sister
Stephanie spent her first six months of
life.Can youtell we had agoodtime?
Thanks for the vacdion!!

Reminder!
The dealline for the August
Placad isMonday, July 19.
Please emalil your articlesto:

Karin Marsh

(plymouth@plymouthucc.org)
and

Lauren Mingus
(Ipmingus@eathlink.net).
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Annual Bike Hike to
Lake Agnes

Saturday, July 10, will bethe annual “bike
hike” to Lake Agnes. Ride your bike dong
the beautiful Michigan Ditch trail starting at
Cameron Passwest of Fort Colli ns. Wayne
Shepperd will be your guide and returalist.
We will med at the dhurch at 8 AM, arrange
vehicle poding, and then head upthe Poudre
to Cameron Pass Everyone needsto kring a
safety helmet, sadk lunch, clothing for
wedher changes, and $3 f@r personto cover
State Park entrancefees. A sign-up shed is
onthe Fell owship Hall bulletin beard.
Michigan Ditch road is easy riding. Trail to
Lake Angesisabou ahalf mile and moder-
ately steegp. Any questions, contad Wayne
Shepperd, 2238229.

High School Camping
Trip Scheduled

All High Schod students grades 9-12 are
invited to join new youth groupleaders
Eli zabeth and Peter Linder ontheir first out-
ing of the summer. Friday, July 9" we will
head to Cresst Community Farm (outside of
Loveland) to work the land, followed by a
campou onthe Big Thompson River. Satur-
day we will deliver dorated produce from
the farm to ahomeless #elter. This soud
be educational, enjoyable, and agoodbond
ing experiencefor the group. If this sunds
like something youwould be interested in
please contad Peter and Eli zabeth Linder at
493-3415for detail ed information.

A sampling of the community groups that call

Plymouth home:

Aspen Club (PVHS Snior Services)

Brownies

Foaothill s Gateway
(developmentally disabled adults)

Foundation on Aging

Friendship Force

Girl Scouts

Head Start

High Ted Network

(unemployed workers' networking)

Lambda Community Center

(GLBT community)
Neighbor-to-Neighbor
(first-time homebuyer clas9
PFLAG
(Parentsand Friends of L eshians and
Gays)
RESTORE
(restorative justice program of district at-
torney’s and probation offices)
United Nations Association
Women for Peace& Justice
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FELLOWSHIP

The Middle-Third Herd
Summer Schedule

Thurs, July 15h

Thursday Night Market Live Music Con-
cert Series - The Downtown BusinessAsso-
ciation pesents free oncerts from 6-

8pm. The market areawith farmers produce,
crafters and stred performers opens at

5pm. The live music will be Rodney James
& the Blue Flames! Thisisa"family
friendy" event. Any ideas onwhereto
med? Let me know.

Thurs, July 22

CSU Summer Cafe Thedre presents

Little Shop of Horr orsat 8pm. Please
reserve your tickets in advancewith

Carrie Hansen at
carieandbruce2001@yahoocom or
3770674 ly June 27th. Tickets are $15.
Thisisan "adult only" event, please arange
your own child care for the evening. For
more information onthe show go to
www.col ostate.edw/Depts/M usic/theere/
theare.html

Fri, August 6

Herd Happy Hour at SportsCasters Bar
and Grill (165E. Boardwalk Drive) Well
mee at 5pm for discounted drinks and appe-
tizers. Pleasse RSVP to AndreaKelly at

4kell yfam@comcast.net or 282-7511s0 we
canreserve abig enowgh table.

Sun, August 15

Pod Party and Potluck

Time and daceTBA
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Get A Grip

Get-A-Grip will have
apotluck and “ Rap
with the Rev” on
Saturday, July 10,
6:00 pm. at Dave
Tenney and JoAnne
Bennett’s home. All are welcome. Thisis
your chanceto corner Rev. Hal and ask your
burning theologica questions! RSV P by
Thursday, July 8 to

benntenn@att.net or 482-1574.

Fri, September 3

Herd Happy Hour and Gallery

Walk. Well med at the Crown Pub (134S.
College) for drinks and appetizers/dinner at
5pm then welll take the Gallery Walk in Old
Town to seesome locd art. Please RSVPto
AndreaKeélly at 4kell yfam@comcast.net or
2827511

Sat., September 18

Adult Evening Hike to Arthur's Rock.
The 1.7 mil e hiking trail windsthrough
forested mountainsides and open meadowsto
the summit of Arthur’s Rock. Along the trail ,
hikers can experience many diff erent types
of plants and wildlife. At the summit, you'll
see abreahtaking view of Horsetooth Reser-
voir and the Front Range. Well med at
4pm. WEe'l stop along the hike for awine
and cheese picnic. Plesse RSVP to
AndreaKeélly at 4kell yfam@comcast.net or
2827511

PLYMOUTH PRAYERS

Please keep the
following members
and friends in your
prayers.

Recently in the Hospital:
tLydia Fisher Braxton hed a 2ndsurgery.
Heis Johnand Karen Smith's grandson and
isdaoing well .

tLanning Johrson, former minister at First
Congregational in Loveland, dagnosed with
Lou Gehrig's disease.

Our Sympathy is with:

T The family of Rachad Bedker, long time
member of Plymouth. Hal officiated

at amemorial serviceonJune 8.

Congratulations to:

T The Committee and the people of
Plymouth for a succesgul annual conference.
T Jane Ellen Combeli c who was reaognized
at the annual conference banquet for

her work with peace adjustice Jane Ellen
aso left June 23rd for a 3-month stay in
France.

T Emily Bundy onthe birth of Simon Bundy
Esparzaon June 19. Proudgrandparents are
Donand Sherry Bundy.

T Hal Chorpenning on cdebrating the 5th
anniversary of hisordination

tDick Einersonwho ceebrated his one-yea
anniversary as Interim Asciate Minister.

Plymouth Prayer Tree

The Plymouth Prayer Treehas 22 adive
members. The aongredion’s “Joys and Con
ceans,” expressed duing the Sunday morning
prayer time, are forwarded to these members
eat week. If you have alditional prayer re-
guests, plesse ntad Betty Clark at 229
9944 o e-mail her at
bettyclarkfc@junocom.

If you are
hospitalized . ..

Thereis me mnfusion abou the gov-
ernment regulations (HIPAA) regarding
confidentiality and privacy issues, and
different hospitals ssem to be developing
different pdlicies regarding release of in-
formationto clergy and churches. To be
onthe safe side, your pastoral staff is ask-
ing for your help shoud you ke hospital-
ized. Here ae some suggestions.

1. Pleasegiveusacall prior to gangto
the hospital.. Dick Einerson:
2275123 Office 4829212.

2. Please dhedk with your admitting
clerk/nurseto make sure you are listed
either as“ Congregational” or “United
Church of Christ.”
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

Youth Ushers
Welcome!

Arethere any children whowould like to
seewhat it isliketo be an usher? If so, the
Deaon swoud love your help! Just have
your parent contad Bob Crandall at 226-
4586, @ e-mail bbcrandall @eathlink.net.
He will schedule you and your parent to help
together at afuture service Older kids are
also encouraged to contad Bob as well.

Calling/Caring
Consultaion Meetings

Beginning Sunday, August 15, 1045am.
(after our 9:30 worship service) we will have
the beginning of our monthly consultations
for the cdli ng/caring visitors (including for-
mer visiting angels). These consultations
will consist of two parts:

1. Reporting/sharing of ead ore’ swork;

2. A short teading sessonrelating to visi-
tation.

Visit Plymouth on
the web!
www.plymouthucc.org
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Plymouth's Search for
an Associate
Minister

The search continues for our associate minis-
ter. The ommitteehas receved a number of
good pofilesand
are thoroughly re-

. . <SAN
viewing and ranking \\: 'y ““‘ R
the candidates. At §‘ \QI( )(é,
thispaint in time,
we aeoptimistic

about our seach. 'm,r— A
Many quality candi- AV
dates have ex-

pressd

interest in serving our church community.

(Continued from page 7)
interpretation d scripture;

6. Encourage angregations of the Rocky
Mountain Conferenceto engage in study and
dialog regarding religious and civil marriage
rights, using resources sich asthe UCC
study padket "God s Still Spegking about
Marriage."

It isour hope that all UCC churcheswill
provide leadership onthisimportant iswue,
helping our society end present legal in-
equities and dscrimination by moving to-
ward accetance of marriage equality. It is
our view that thisisthe only consistent way
to affirm Godsimpartiality and love for all
persons.

MISSION & OUTREACH

Balancing Sharing
Concerns and

Confidentiality
By Richard Einerson

In 1996Congresspassed the “Hedth Insur-
ance Portabilit y and Acoourtability Act
(HIPAA) which receaved itsfinal modifica
tionsin 2002and kecane dfedive April 14,
2003. Theintent of the HIPAA has been to
proted the confidentiality rights of patients
and to asaure that the patient understands his/
her rights regarding the release of informa-
tionwhen in ahedth-careinstitution. The
reasonfor thisarticleis Hal recaeved a
Washington Post article from aroundMay
30/31whichtold of amusician suffering
from bipdar disease which was disclosed in
a church newsletter (without his permisgon)
and which led him subsequently to sue his
church. His suit was unsuccesgul.

The church has always had the important
task of developing caring and concern for its
members. Because of the increasing sensi-
tivity for the protedion d people's confiden-
tiality this has metimes becme abalanc-
ing ad. In my experience most problems
which have occurred have been aroundmen-
tal hedth isaues where family are particu-
larly sensitive. The other issueisHIV,
where hospitalsinstead of making known
that diagnosis smply tred al people a&sin-
feded when it comesto any kind d neelle
stick and require glove/eye protedion.

Thisisale dso affeds prayer chains/prayer
trees. On the one hand the Washington
Post’s comments sy: “Clergy and laypeople
who make pubic prayer requests or post an-
nourcements abou members hedth are not
inviolation d the law, even if they have not
obtained consent to pulicizetheir ill ness”
(by Bill Broadway) On the other hand, the
Presbyterian Church (USA) says*“...thiscan
be avery tricky isue & times, espedally
aroundcorporate prayers, prayer chains, etc.
For example, if youinclude someonein
prayer, by name, make sure that it is the wish
of the patient.” The best pdlicy for usasa
congregationto haveisasfollows: aways
gain the person’'s or friends' permisson
when dfering his/her name for prayer. | am
convinced that we can enrich the outread of
the church and pu our caring arms around
people when they need ou suppat while
also being careful to resped their right to pri-
vagy. HIPAA isnat athrea to ou current
pradiceof eliciting “prayers of the people.”

From what | have read HIPAA in noway
constricts the reli gious communiti es from
being able to care for their people who arein
the hospital or who have life-threaening ill -
ness Theredoes £anto have been an
over-read in some communitieswith rigid
restrictions put in placein some hospitals.
But HIPPA was written primarily for thase
diredly involved in hedth care. Poudre
Valley Hospital has properly taken stepsto
have dergy/church visitors register when en-
tering the hospital to visit a parishioner.

(Continued on page 6)
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MISSION & OUTREACH

OHGS 2004 .. .Thanks
for the Generosity!

Thisisalate a&knowledgement for which |
apadogize, bu | felt we needed some appred-
ationfor the congregation’ s generosity to the
One Gred Hour of Sharing. Asyourecdl, |
challenged the church to agoal of $6,000.
At last court, readed $5500. That may look
like we missed ou goal, but the same week-
end we began the OGHS we dso completely
underwrote the remainder of Sarah
Blessngstrip to Venezuelawhich totaled
$1100. So combined, we
contributed approxi-
mately $6600. And for
those who li ke numbers,
the $5500was anin-
crease of 37.9% over
2003. | think that merits
one tremendous
“THANK YOU!” It will
mean much to those aeas
of our world which are
hit by disaster, war, and
hunger.

(Continued from page 5)

Andwith disclosure to its patients of its

pradiceto provide areligious census, a hos-

pital can provide to clergy/churches as they

have in the past the foll owing information:
Patient name

« Locaionin the hospita

« Genera condtion (one word descrip-
tion)

« Religious affili ation.

If aperson daes not wish to be on his’her
denomination'slist the person can ot out.
Thereisnot the necessty to “opt in,” that is,
no authorizationis needed to beincluded in a
denomination'slist. Poude Valley Hospi-
tal appropriately provides thereligious
communities threeof the éove items, ex-
cluding only the “general condtion.” A
wise pastor who used to visit in the hospi-
tal where | was Coordinator of Chaplaincy
Services used to approach nusing staff
prior to visitsand say: “Isthere anything |
shoud know before | visit this person?”

Hopefully thisarticle will help usall in
being respedful of and sensitive toward
people’ sright to privacy onthe one hand,
and developing the cae and compasson o
the wider church onthe other.

NAVAJO NEWS!

ThereisNo Misdon Trip thisyear! Rev. JohnShaw, ou leader, ison sabbaticd and wants
to arganize work in adifferent location onthe reservation. Plan to go next yea--2005.

Savethedate! Golf Tourney - September 11, 2004 .To promote fundng for next yea’s
missontrip, the golf tourney in Loveland will occur.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

SUCCESS!

At the Rocky Mourtain Conference (UCC)
annual meding held at Plymouth June 11-13,
a Resolution entitled " Suppat for Marriage
Equality” was passed by an overwhelming
vote. Our ONA Committee church staff and
many members of the cngregation have ex-
pressed delight with its siccess The ONA
Committeemembersinvite your suppat and
participationin promoting the stance and ac
tioncdled for in the Resolution:

1.Dedare our suppat within ou church
for marriage rights for same sex couges on
an equal basis with thase now aff orded het-
erosexual coupes,

2. Commit to working for civil marriage
rights for same sex coupes within the states
of Colorado, Wyoming, and Utah, and
throughou the US;

3. Oppaose the propased Federal Marriage
Amendment and al other extant and poten-
tial legidationthat codifies discriminationin
marriage;

4.Call uponthe Board o Diredors of the
Rocky Mountain Conference, UCC, to com-
municae our suppat for civil marriage
rights for same sex couges to exeautive and
legidlative leadersin Colorado, Wyoming
and Utah; and communicate our suppat to
federa officials.

5. Encourage dergy to take gpropriate
adioninthelight of thisresolutionandin
acordance with their conscientious

(Continued on page 8)

Capital Campaign
Exploration Begins!

Asdescribed in Plymouth’s Strategic Plan,
presented to the aongregationin January, we
have some major capital fundng needsasa
congregation that nead to be aldressed. Po-
tential areas for fundng include building
renovation and passble expansion, agan
replacement, and missor/outread.

Planning for Plymouth's major fund-raising
campaign sated to begin next yea isinits
ealy stages, as our Capital Campaign Ex-
ploratory Committeeis currently interview-
ing prospedive mntrad consultant firms for
guidance/diredionin this undertaking. The
seledion pocess siodd be completed rext
month. Stay tuned for continuing develop-
ments.

Thenext step |
for the commit-
teewill be
working with Q@
the congrega-
tionto help de-
termine aeas
that need fund
ing at Ply-
mouth. Mem-
bers of the com-
mittee ae Hal Chorpenning, Tom Dill e,
Steve Fredand, Harry Halag, Sharon Smith,
and Betty Weber.
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