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FROM HAL'S DESK

What Gifts Can We
Bring?

Last Saturday, members of the church count
cil had aterrific retrea at the Abbey of St.
Walburgain VirginiaDale. The setting is
amazing: it’swhat Coloradois“suppased to
look like” (at least acarding to the state
Tourist Board). Lots of wide open spaces, a
view of the snowy divide, Ponderosa pines
on hll sencircling the val ey, and hue red
bouders. It' shard na to ndice and appred-
ate these gifts of God. Andit’shard na to
noticethe God s gift of hospitality in Sister
Hil degard, who warmly welcomes guests.

Allinal, we' ve beenrichly blesed! Asa
courcil, we dso spent time wnsidering
Paul’ sfirst letter to the dhurch in Corinth,
telli ng the members that there ae many vari-
eties of gifts, al of which are esential. As
part of our worship time, we recorded (on
Post-it notes!) the multi pli city of giftswe
ourselves and ahers bring. We then stuck
the descriptions of gifts to the communion
table as an dfering, and we céebrated com-
munion in the midst of the Post-it notes!

Pasdon, wisdom, knowledge, expertise,
communication skill s, education, sexual ori-
entation, youthful energy, long experience—
all of these gifts were enumerated and of -
fered up ty our church courcil. Andthe
comment was made: think abou how many
giftsall of our members bringto life at
Plymouth!
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We ae an extraordi-
nary congregationin
many ways. many are
well -educaed, many
are warm and welcom-
ing, many have spiritual
insight and depth, many
have spedali zed knowl-
edge, many have adriveto dothe work of
the churchin all its manifestations. We need
them all, and so dces God s world. Thanks
be to God for our gifts!

What gifts has God given you? How do you
use your talents and skill s? How might you
use the abiliti es God has given you to extend
the kingdom of God here and nov? We d
have a c#l to ministry (literally “service”) in
thelife of the dhurch? What is your min-
istry? The new Congregational Life Commit-
teewill be working onwaysto help usun-
padk our gifts for ministry, bu you dorit
need to wait for aworkshop Get involved! If
you redd help figuring out where to apply
your skill s, just contad a member of your
staff, and we'll be happy to explore
with you.

Shalom!

NEWS & NOTES

Holiday Gift Bags to
Benefit Doctors
Without Borders

Evelyn Pierro has accepted the role of coor-
dinator for making holiday gift bags to bene-
fit Doctors Withou Borders at the annual
Alternative Giving Fair. Look for annource-
ments on sewing bees and oppaotunities to
take materials and sew onyour own. These
one-of -a-kind gift bags are made with fabric
scraps and materials dorated by church
members. Thanks to Susan Hyne for launch-
ing the gift bag program afew yeas ago. Su-
san is moving to Tucson, Arizona & Honas

her Fort Colli ns cohowsing condois ld (see
http://www.riverrock.org/~susanhyne)..

New Look, New Editor

Beginning with this month’ sissue, new
member, Lauren Mingus, has volunteered to
take over resporsihility for The Placad.
Plesse @ntinueto e-mail article submissons
to Karin, bu remember to send them to
Lauren, too (Ipmingus@eathli nk.net)!

Reminder!
The deadline for July is
Monday, June 21.

Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ

An open & affirming congregation
Gathered in 1903

www .plymouthucc.org « plymouth@plymouthucc.org <970 .482 .9212

The Rev. Hal Chorpenning Senior Minister

hal@plymouthucc.org

The Rev. Dr. Dick Einerson Interim Associate Minister dick@plymouthucc.org

Donna Greene

Alice Clark

Youth Education Director donna@plymouthucc.org

Adult Education Director/ aclark@plymouthucc.org

Parish Assistant

Karin Marsh
Donna Solverud
Jan Welch, Carrie Hansen Organists

Alda Frucci, Porter Custodians

Industries

Church Secretary

Choir Director

plymouth@plymouthucc.org

tdsolverud@aol.com
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PLYMOUTH PRAYERS

Please keep the
following members
and friends in your
prayers.

Recently in the Hospital:

T Rickie Calkinsisreceving further tred-
ment at Denver Neurologicd

Institute.

T Ruth Minter had badk surgery at McKeein
Loveland.

T Emily Bundy
T Dorothy Taylor had hip replacement.

T Ray McCulloch isnow at Columbine
West.

Our Sympathy is with:
T Judy Bullard onthe deah o her brother-
in-law in April .

Congratulations to:

T Dorothy Richardson onreceaving the
Church Women United Valiant Woman

of the Yea award for 2004. Dorothy's pic-
ture and further information are.posted on
the bull etin baard.

T Nikki Wilkins and Brett Berlin ontheir
marriage & Sylvan Dale in a service con-
ducted by Hal onMay 8.
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T Jaime Feit and Jeff
Engle ontheir marriage
April 22 at Plymouth
Church. Grandperents
are Roland and Juanita
Feit; parents are Greg
and Gwen Feit.

Plymouth Prayer Tree

The Plymouth Prayer Treehas 22 adive
members. The aongredion’s “Joys and Con
cans,” expressed during the Sunday morning
prayer time, are forwarded to these members
eat week. If you have alditional prayer re-
quests, pleasse cntad Betty Clark at
2299944 @ e-mail her at
bettyclarkfc@junocom.

(Continued from page 5)

Congratulations to the foll owing individuals,
and may you continue to enjoy your journey
in faith, searching for the answers you reed.

Kelsey Baun e+ Anya Gedrath-Smith « Julia Kell ye
Josh Greene « Alli e Griffin « Sarah Hodge *
Hayley Holcomb ¢ Caitlin Karbula « Matt L eavitte
Peter Koziol « Brittney Miotke « Robyn Tenney «
Danny Turner « Ricky Turner ¢

Kelsey Van Wedhel

Congratulations also to Arin Baunand Anne
Byrne, who affirmed their faith last year and
joined Plymouth onMay 16!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Toan open house
0f Hals ovdination
from 2:00-5:00

at Hal and Jean's home
2512 Newport Drive

You're invited!

celebrating the fifth anniversary

Sunday, June 6th

A Plymouth
ucc

Prospect

Shields

Tafc Hill

Drake

Hal Chorpenning &
Jean Sanfagon

2512 Newport Drive
Fort Collins

tel. 970-416-8822

Support Plymouth
and NPR
at the same time!

For only $20, you can help our Evangelism Com-
mittee let people know about our Open & Affirm-
ing faith community by sponsoring an under-
writing "spot” on KUNC; we're hoping for 10 spots
each month. You can sign up in the fellowship
hall or just send this form to the church office
(916 W. Prospect Rd., FC 80526) with a check
made payable to Plymouth with "KUNC" in the
memo.  I'D LIKE TO HELP!

Name:
Nurber of "spots” @ $20 each

TAIZE Service
Who: You!
Everyone is
Welcome!

When: Sunday,
June 6 at 6:00 p.m.
(And the First Sun-

day of each month)
Where: Plymouth
Cong’l UCC

Cost: Free-will of-
fering for supper
Childare: You Bet!
More I nfo:

www .taize.fr
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Gay Pride
Celebration
Plann ed for
Ft. Collins

The Lambda Community
Center will hold agay pride
festival on Saturday, June
19th, as part of the nationwide
gay pride céebration. This
will bethefirst event of its
kind ever held in Ft. Calli ns.

(Continued on pa@ 7)




FELLOWSHIP

The Middle-Third Herd

Friday, June 4th isHerd Happy

Hour. Thistime we'll med at CB& Potts
(1415W Elizabeth) at 5pm for discourted
drinks and appetizers. Anyoneis

welcome! Herd Happy Hour will be on hia-
tus for the month of July (It's 4th of July
weekend) Please RSVP by e-mail to Andrea
Kelly at 4kellyfam@comcast.net

Sunday, June 13th isthe Summer Plan-
ning BBQ. Bruce & Carrie Hansen will host
the BBQ at their home (2906 Rocky Moun
tain Ct.) at 4pm. Please bring your own grill
items and a dish to share. Well be planning
through September so kring your events cd-
endars and your planners. Please RSV P to-
Carrie & Bruce a 3770674 ¢ e-mail
carieandbruce2001@yahoocom.

Mother-Daughter Tea

For ALL ages-Please amme to the Mother-
Daughter Teaon Saturday June 5th from
9:30to 1100 am. If you can't bring a mother
or adaughter, bring afriend a two. We will
be the only ones at MissAttie'sat 1140N.
Lincoln Avenuein Loveland. "Ted' is
quiche, finger sandwiches, pastries,scones
with cream and jam. Please use the sign-up
shed AND cdl Diane Kimball, 207%1525to
RSVP. ---Hosted by the Women's Friendship
Group.
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Hill topp ers
To Meet
June 10

The Hillt oppers will
have their final meding of this program on
Thursday, June 10, 1200 noon. We will
bring in Kentucky Fried chicken for the noon
med and will thank our foodangelsfor all of
their help thisyea.

Our program will feaure Margaret Stock-
over whowill tell the story of her trip and
missonary work.

| nterested in playing
in arecreational coed
volleyballl eague?

We'rein the processof organizing a
Plymouth team. The league begins at the end
of August and games are usually played on
Monday and/or Tuesday evenings. Adults
andteens 14 & upcan play. Therewill be a
registrationfee If you have interest please
sign upin the Fell owship Hall onthe bull etin
board or eemail AndreaKelly at

4kell yfam@comcast.net.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

meaning and significance of being identified
asa"Just Peacé Congregation. In arder to
placethis discussonin the mntext of our
wider UCC aswe ontinue the processof
developing our own statement as a congrega:
tion, pertinent segments of the denomina
tional "Just Peacé Pronourcement and Pro-
posal made & the Fifteenth (XV) General
Synod d the UCCin 1985,will be pubished
in The Placard over the next several isaues.
The pronourcement spell s out what peace
means to ou church andwhat it means for
the UCC to beaome more intentional in this
identity. Thisispart 1 of 3. Thefull text
can be foundat the UCC website
WwWw.ucc.org/justice/jpc.htm.

“T he General Synod dfirms the foll owing
as marks of a Just Peace Church,
calling uponeach local church to become:

A community of hope, believng aJust
Peaceis possble, working toward this
end, andcomrmunicating to the larger world
the ex@tement and pasbility of a
Just Peace

A community of worship andcdebration,
centeringitsidentity in justiceand
peacemaking andthe Good News of peace
that is Jesus Christ.

A community of biblical andtheological
refledion, studying the Scriptures,
the Christian story, andthe working d the
Sprit in the strugde against in

justiceand oppesson.

A community of spiri-
tual nurture andsup-
port, loving ore an-
other and gving

one anaher strength in
the strugde for a Just
Peace”

The J& P Ministry Team invites membersto
join usfor our June medingsto be held Fri-
day, June 4 and Friday, June 25. We med at
1:00 PM in the Fireside Room. In addition,
we will be hosting two adult forums onthe
subjed of nuclea proliferation and depleted
uranium seepage 7 for more information.

Plymouth's Search for
an Associate Minister

We ae moving quickly through the process
of finding an associate minister for Ply-
mouth. Recently, we have mntinued to work
on ou church profile. We held a Sunday
Schod Forum on May 9, shared the profil e,
and gained feadbadk from other members.
We have now finished ou church profile.
Our next step will consist of recaving pro-
files from searching candidates. We will
med again with the Conferences Interim As-
sociate Minister, Tom Rehling as we receave
our first profiles.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

Living Open &
Affirming!

PFLAG medsat our church . ..
but doyou really know what PFLAG is?

PA_AG is*“Parents, Famili es and Friends of
Leshians and Gays’, a national nornprofit
organization with over 200,000members and
suppaters and almost 500 affili ates in the
United States. PALAG’smisgonisto
“promote the hedth and well -being of gay,
leshian, bisexual and transgendered persons,
their famili es and friends through: suppart,
to cope with an adverse society; education,
to enlighten anill -informed pubic; and ad-
vocagy, to end dscrimination andto seaure
equal civil rights. Parents, Famili es and
Friends of Leshians and Gays provides op-
portunity for dialogue éou sexua orienta
tion and gender identity, and adsto crede a
society that is hedthy and respedful of hu
man dversity.”

The Fort Colli ns chapter of PALAG meds
at Plymouth onthe sscondMondby of eath
month. Individuals are welcome to come
participate in medings -- to share, to suppart,
or to seek suppat -- in afully corfidentia
setting.

Plymouth Congregational Church welcomes
PHALAG andfully suppatsits obedives.
Through the Open and Affirming Committee
we have asuppating membership in the lo-
cd chapter.
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Food Drive
Upd ate
from the
Social
Concerns

A big “thank you’ to everyone who con-
tributed money andfoodto ou recent food
drive. Thedrive netted $1,218and 140
pound of foodfor the FoodBank for
Larimer County. Your monetary doretions
went even further because for every dallar
doreted, the food kank can distribute $10.20
worth of food. Thank you for generously
suppating thisimportant locd charity.

A Peek into the Past...
The Just Peace
Pronouncement and
Proposal

At the 2004Annual Meding of Plymouth
Congregational UCC, the Peace& Justice
Ministry Team, under the auspices of the So-
cia Concerns Committeg informed the con-
gregation that during the coming yea many
oppatunities would be provided for mem-

bersto lean abou, consider and dscussthe
(Continued on pa@9)

YOUTH EDUCATION

Congratulations to the
following High School
Seniors:

Casde Bohlmann  Rocky Mourtain
Samantha Crandall  Poudre
Adam Hafnor ¢ Rocky Mountain
Aspen Hancocke Rocky Mountain
Megan M anning ¢ Poudre
Courtney Mohr ¢ Rocky Mountain
Amy Norskog ¢ Poudre

Rachel Tenney « Rocky Mountain
Chung-Sing (Timothy) Wong ¢
Ridgeview Clasdscd Schoal

Tyler Yadon ¢ Rocky Mountain

Congratulations to the
following College

Graduates:

John Beres ¢ Colorado State University
(Sarah Edmonds' husband)

Doctoratein Veterinary Medicine

Matt Clark « Wichita State University
Cum Laude, BA in English

Karen Halac-Sinniger  Yale University
(Carol and Harry Halacs daugtter)
Masters of Divinity

Adam M arwitz ¢ Colorado Schoal of Mines
BSin Chemicd Engineaing

Kurt McCulloch ¢ University of Oregon
Badhelor of Architedure/
BSin Anthropdogy

Monica Mohr ¢ Arizona State University
Suma Cum Laude, BA in Communicaions

Alix Preston ¢ Colorado Schod of Mines
BSwith highest honorsin Engineaing Physics

Peter M ahan «St. Olaf
BA in Studio Art

Annie Feit « University of Northern Colorado
BSin Interdisciplinary Studieswith ateading
cettificate K-6

Rick Riddoch « Colorado State University
Mastersin Social Work

2004 Confirmation/
Affirmation Class

What awonderful event! Fifteen young
adults chose to attend the Confirmatior/Af-
firmation course during this past schod yea.
Sunday, May 16, 13 d these chose to con
firm their membership in the community of
Plymouth Congregational Church. Two
members chose to affirm their faith journeys.
Furthermore, two individuals from last
yea’'sclass who previously had chaosen to
affirm, eleded to join as confirmed members
thisyea. What agrea joy to the Plymotuth
congregationto listen to these youth as they
presented their Statements of Faith duing
the church service. The pictures of the indi-
vidualsin the 2004 classalong with their
own Statement of Faith will bein the display
case in the narthex of our church.

(Continued on pag 10)
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MISSION & OUTREACH

Our Calling/
Caring Ministry

One of the mgjor tasks given to me when |
began as your Interim Assciate Minister
wasto develop a cdli ng/caring ministry
building uponthe work of the previous Visit-
ing Angels. We have gradually been puiting
the pieces together and rather like the looks
of our efforts. Barb Fraley and | met with
one of the staff members at First Presbyte-
rian Church to consult abou their program
onMay 13.First Presbyterian has divided
their “hedthy crosssharing and cross
caing”’ program into three @mporents: 1)
Senior Adult Ministry; 2) Stephen Ministry;
3) Hedth Ministry. The foll owing shows

how we ae airrently
visioning oursto look,
although parts of it are
as yet undeveloped.

A word o explanation
might be helpful on
some of the terms.
Consultation Service:
There ae anumber of people who are avail -
able for anyone having difficulty within any
of the hedthcare systems and facedil emmas.
Contad Ministry: Thisis new to Plymouth.
Twiceyealy, in February and August, every
member/family will be contaded by phoreto
seehow things are with them. This phore
ministry isto make sure we have not missed
providing ministry at a aucial time for peo-
ple. The dea®ns along with athers they
might reauit are doing this. We have used
thistod twice at the time of the Centennial

Associate Pastor service & areminder; andjust prior to Lent
| in February of thisyea. Alrealy it has sur-
Coordinators facel isses people are fadng of which we
I have nat been aware.
Parish Cdlling/Caring Greding Card | Hillt oppers Group It may seem nat to fit
Nursing Visitors Ministry here, but we like the Presbyterians are con
T I I caned abou a “senior ministry.” We
Consultation Bereavement CrisisSuppat | may in the future add afourth column for
Services «Crisis «Transportation [Senior Ministry so that it feds like a
sLife Changes | |*Meds better fit.
| Our cdling/caring ministry holds many

oppatunities for service in the future.
We ae grateful to ou current group d

Alzheimer Team Prayer Tree | |Hillt oppers Group

| 1 1
Hospital Contad Suppart Groups
Ministry Ministry
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visitors. If youwould wish to findaplace
of servicein it, plesse mntad Pastor Dick,
Barb Fraley, Dianne Stober, or Pat Sample.

ADULT EDUCATION FOR JUNE

The New Nuclear
Proliferation

Just today (May 18, 2004 the UCC Jus-
tice and PeaceAction Network sent an
alert abou “military authorization kil s
that would provide $422 hlli onin spend-
ing through the Department of Defense
and the Department of Energy -- a$21
billi onincrease over the aurrent fiscd
yea. There aetwo highly questionable
spending areas that are afocus of concern
as the Senate and pasbly the House
soontake up cebate: new small nuclea
wegpors and anti-balli stic missles.” For
detailsgo to
www.ucdakeadion.ag/adion.

The Plymouth Peace& Justice Ministry
will host two forums in June to investi-
gate the aiticd isaues of ongoing nuclea
proliferation and usage of depleted ura-
nium in the Irag war. On June 20 and
June 27, we will view segments of a
videotaped talk givenin 2002 ly Dr. He-
len Caldicott, foll owed by discusson.

Dr. Helen Caldicott, who recently spoke
in Fort Calli ns, is the Foundng President
of Physicians for Social Resporsibility
(PR). PR was the w-winner of the
1985Nobel PeacePrize. An Australian-
born pediatrician, Dr. Caldicott also
founded Women's Actionfor Nuclea

Disarmament (WAND), and isthe aithor
of numerous books exploring nuclea and
environmental issues, the most recent of
which is entitled The New Nuclear Dan-
ger: George W. Bush's Milit ary-
Indwstrial Complex In 2003she helped
establi sh the Nuclea Policy Reseach In-
stitute (NPRI -- www.nucleapalicy.org)
to educae the American pubic through
the massmedia @ou the greaest single
thred to ou courtry's -- and indeed the
world's -- puldic hedth, namely the pro-
foundmedicd, environmental, pditi cd
and moral consequences of perpetuating
nuclea wegpors, pover and waste.

Our discussonwill focus onthe fads
that Dr. Caldicott presents, and on ou re-
sporse & Christians, as Americans, as
world citi zens.

(Continued from page 3)

“Pridein the Park” will be heldin Library
Park from11am. to 5 pm., ore week before
Denver’'s Pridefest, the Rocky Mourtain re-
gion'slargest pride ceebration.

The event will be family-friendly with
games and adivities for kids, foodand craft
vendass, socia serviceboahs, and perfor-
mances by locd bands and the Rainbowv
Chorus. Give-awaysinclude aweeendat a
Santa Fe bed and tre&fast, and gift certifi-
caesto locd businesss.
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