
October 2003

Worship Opportunities in October
all services are at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. 

unless otherwise noted

October 5
Centennial Sunday

Celebrate Plymouth’s 100th Birthday!

The Rev. Dr. Richard Ward preaching at both services.
Richard is a UCC minister, who has taught preaching at 

Emory, Yale, and Iliff

Taizé Service
6:00 p.m., followed by a fellowship meal

October 12
Mark 10.17–31

“Inspiring Generosity”

October 19
Mark 10.35–44

“Servanthood Revealed”

October 26
Reformation–Reconciliation Sunday

Mark 10.46–52
“A New Vision”
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Taizé Info
Who: YOU! Everyone is welcome!
When: Sunday, October 5th at 6:00 p.m.
( and the first Sunday of each month)
Where: Plymouth Cong’l UCC 
Cost: free-will offering for supper
Childcare: You bet!
More info: www.taize.fr

Celebrating 100 Years – 1903-2003

EXPLORE THE CONTEMPLATIVE DIMENSION OF FAITH
Most of us who grew up in mainline churches didn’t have much (if any) exposure to the contem-
plative aspects of Christianity. Yet, many of us hunger for this type of access to the sacred. Come
join us as we explore two avenues of contemplative faith practice that we engage in here at     Ply-
mouth: worship in the style of Taizé and Centering Prayer. This is your chance to experience
both (in sample doses!). 

Mary Sue Rowan, who convenes our monthly Taizé service, will be joined by Hal Chorpenning,
and the Rev. Cheryl Smith of Faith UCC in Windsor, who will share her experiences in the com-
munity of Taizé, France.

So, What is Taizé, Anyway?
Taizé is an ecumenical community in France, founded by Brother Roger during

World War II. Each year, tens of thousands of young people visit Taizé for worship and
service. The worship style is contemporary, yet quiet and contemplative.  Our own Ta-
izé worship service, held on the first Sunday evening of each month, uses the distinct-
ive style of Taizé:  lots of silence, repeated scripture passages (lectio divina), and
simple modern chants, which are quite melodic and easy on the ears.  Each chant is re-
peated again and again until the spirit moves the group to finish. It is another way to ex-
perience God’s presence among us. 

If you think you would like this type of worship experience, please, come join us.
We offer a simple fellowship meal following the service.

If you have enjoyed this worship service in the past, perhaps you would like to
help with some aspect of it occasionally.  We can always use help putting up posters,
setting up for, preparing, and cleaning up after the meal.  We also welcome musicians
who would like to share their talent in this meaningful way.  Please call Mary Sue Row-
an, Taizé service convenor, at 663-4327 for more information or to volunteer.  

For more information on the Taizé community, see their website, www.taize.fr.



From Hal’s Desk:
The Second Century:
Looking Back, Looking Forward

I wonder what they would think of Fort Collins today, those Volga Germans who settled
here and started a church 100 years ago. Would they be amazed to see the vast tracts of houses and
businesses? Would they mourn the loss of farmland? What would they think of our “new” build-
ing? Would it surprise them to see 450 members in church to celebrate our centennial? Would they
be surprised by our name and our denomination? (After all, 100 years ago, there was no “Ply-
mouth” Congregational – it was the Deutsche Evangelische Congregational Kirche – and the
Congregational and Christian Churches hadn’t yet merged with the Evangelical and Reformed
Church to form the UCC.)

Their legacy continues through us, even those of us who aren’t Volga Germans, who didn’t
grow up in the Congregational or UCC tradition, who are new to Ft. Collins. We have large shoes
to fill, we inheritors of those stalwart souls who took a great leap of faith in coming to this country
and to Ft. Collins. It is their shoulders on which we stand today.

They were called to build a church 100 years ago. They were not a people of significant
material wealth, but the church was at the center of their lives; it was their highest priority. With
their own hard labor and commitment and a loan from the American Home Missionary Society
(part of the Congregational Churches), they built a new house of worship on Whedbee Street. It
was a risky proposition, one that could easily have failed. But these were people of faith and deep
conviction: people who knew what was of ultimate importance.

So, how are we called to respond as the spiritual descendants of these formidable pi-
oneers? We can emulate their faith, their commitment, and their conviction in pushing Plymouth
forward into its second century, answering the concerns of our generation and those that will follow
us.

We, like our forbears, need to be attentive to the Spirit, discerning where we are called as a
congregation. We are on a pilgrimage that is only 100 years young. Where will we help guide Ply-
mouth so that in our bicentennial year, 2103, our spiritual descendants will look back with gratit-
ude for our efforts? Will it be programs that we start and continue? Will it be buildings that house
worship and outreach to the wider community? Will it be through reaching even more new mem-
bers with the message of progressive Christianity? It’s all that and more.

In all things, we must rely on the Spirit’s guiding. And we must be willing to do what those
Volga Germans did: to set priorities and take risks. The future depends on us.

Shalom!
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The Centennial Banquet Is Rapidly Approaching!!

October 4th is almost here! The banquet will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the Senior Center
and will include dinner and a program to celebrate the first 100 years of Plymouth
Congregational Church.
 
Also on October 4th to celebrate the Centennial of Plymouth is an open house at the
old church.  The doors of the old Plymouth Church will be open at 9:00 a.m., with a
short celebrating service at 9:30.  There will be an anthem dedicated to Plymouth
performed by the choir.  
 
These two events are not to be missed as we celebrate the history of our church
while we still make strides into the future.

Centennial Celebration
Our fundraiser, the sales of the porcelain medallions and marble plaques, contin-

ues throughout this centennial year for Plymouth.  They will continue to be on sale the
first Sunday of every month after each worship service.  They can also be purchased at
other times by contacting Carol Halac at 223-9288.  The proceeds received from the
sales will be used to defray the cost of the banquet.  So look for these great items, featur-
ing a drawing of the church done by Phil Hoefer to celebrate the 100th year of Plymouth
Church, on our next sale date of October 5th.



NEIGHBORS IN NEED—IT’S ABOUT JUSTICE!!

        Got Compassion?  Want Justice?     TRY NEIGHBORS IN NEED
Your generous gifts to Neighbors in Need support the United Church of 
Christ’s ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States
and Puerto Rico.  This offering provides food, shelter, health, education and 
wellness to our brothers and sisters in need.  It also provides resources to 
address the root causes of hunger, poverty, racism, violence, disease and
harm to the environment.  Sounds like a lot of bang for the buck – so give
generously on October 5th.

Give the gift of your picture to Plymouth’s 
Centennial Church Directory

Photographers from Lifetouch Church Directories will be at Plymouth in October to take family
pictures of our members and friends for our new directory.     There are still a few appointment
times open.  Contact Janet King, 207-0107.

The pictorial directory will be very helpful to all of us, especially our ministers and staff.   This is
a special gift you can give to your church.    The directory needs you to be complete.  You will
receive a free 8X10 and copy of the church directory.

If you are unable to get to Plymouth while Lifetouch is here, there is another way of getting your
photo in the directory.  Contact JoAnne Bennett right away, 482-1574, or 481-0081. 
The dates and times for sittings are:

Tuesday thru Friday, October 7 -10, 2:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, October 11, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Note Received from Steve Haddan
Dear Plymouth Congregational Church,

I have many fond and even life-changing memories of Plymouth Church.  It was
there I felt my call to ministry.  It was great to visit in worship last spring even though
it was way too short.  May God continue to guide you as you continue the costly yet
joyful work of the church and in celebration of the 100th year of Plymouth.  You pres-
ence is needed.            Peace,     Reverend Stephen Haddan
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Come and Explore Membership at Plymouth!
Join us and explore who we are, where we come from, and where we’re headed. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to ask all your questions. The exploration consists of three parts:

 Getting to know each other (at Hal and Jean’s home)
 The UCC and Plymouth: our history, polity, and theology
 How things work at Plymouth: meeting with lay leaders

                        Meeting dates are 
Monday, 13 October at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, 20 October at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, 27 October at 7:00 p.m.
New members received on Sunday, 2 November at 10:45 a.m.

Interested? Please call the church office to let us know you’re coming (482-9212).

Leadership Dessert
Come one, come all to our second annual Leadership Dessert Thursday, October 23rd at 7
PM.  The dynamic Senior Minister of United Church of Christ in Boulder, Martie Mc-
Mane will be our Guest Speaker.  A wonderful dessert and entertaining music will round
out the evening.  If you can join us, please RSVP to Leslie at 225-2411 by the 21st.  
     Growing & Giving for the Second Century,
     Your Stewardship Committee

Handbell And Chancel Choirs
Handbell Choir rehearsals are Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the choir room.  If you’re
between the ages of 12 and 112 and have a little bit of musical knowledge…please
come and try us out!  We will be playing in church at least once a month, if not more!!
Chancel Choir rehearsals are Wednesdays from 7-8:30 p.m.  If you would like more in-
formation on either choir, please feel free to call me @ 221-2970.  We’d love to see
you there! 
                                                                        – Donna Solverud



LIVING Open and Affirming
The ONA Committee draws attention to ways in which barriers (actual or perceived)
may limit participation in the life and mission of Plymouth Church.  Some very prac-
tical questions may be raised.  These may have to do with adequate places for park-
ing and spaces for seating in church events.

If the parking lot is full and few spaces remain in the pews during worship in a given
service, this may discourage some folk who would like to attend.  Under anticipated
circumstances during our active autumn schedule, a suggestion we make is for mem-
bers who regularly attend the worship service at 10:45 a.m.  Consider occasionally
worshiping instead at 8:15 a.m.  This would not only allow more space during the
more heavily attended later service, it would provide a stronger assembly for con-
gregational singing and responsive participation in the first service.  Something to
think about!!

Habitat for Humanity has started to build a new house and will be needing more vo-
lunteers.  We have therefore scheduled another PLYMOUTH HABITAT FOR HU-
MANITY WORK DAY! for Saturday, October 18.  We will need a lot of "nail driving
persons" as well as others to help prepare some lunches.  Additional information, a sign-
up sheet, and directions to the build site will be posted on the bulletin board as the day
approaches.  However, please mark your calendars now to reserve that date.  For addi-
tional information call Wes Boulton, 223-8907.

Sewing Bee to Make Gift Bags for Alternative Giving Fair

Volunteer(s) needed to coordinate one or more sewing bees to make gift bags for
the Alternative Giving Fair; proceeds go to Doctors Without Borders.  Contact Susan
Hyne at 472-8765 or susanhyne@riverrock.org.  The mountain of fabric donations is
overflowing, so no more fabric is needed, just folks to cut, iron, and sew.
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Yard Sale—September 27

If you haven’t cleaned out your attic, basement, or garage—the time has
come to do so!!  Our annual yard sale will soon be upon us.  The big
day is  Saturday, September27th.  You may bring your donated items to
the church starting Sunday, September 21st following worship.  

Marcia Hoefer, Mary Freeland, Eva Wallace and the rest of the Get-A-
Grip Group would really appreciate your volunteered help the week pri-
or and the day of the sale.  This is a wonderful church, and this is for a
great cause!  Proceeds will go to Our Church’s Wider Mission.  We
thank you in advance for all the donated items that will come in and for
all the help setting up and cleaning up that will be needed to make this a
big success!    Please don‘t bring anything that we will need to throw
away because we no longer have a dumpster.  A sign-up sheet if you
can volunteer to help is on the narthex bulletin board.  Call Marcia Hoe-
fer for further information @ 377-1950.

IF YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED:  Your church staff has two requests.
1) Please notify the church at 482-9212, or Pastor Dick at 227-5123.  If it is not during

church hours, call Pastor Dick’s number.
2) When you go to the hospital, please make sure to register as “Congregational.”  We

are hoping to get “United Church of Christ” in the hospital file book, but as of now
it is not there.  Your staff regularly checks that book and if you are in the hospital,
and you have not notified us or been registered as a Congregationalist, we have no
way of finding you.  We want to be faithful in providing pastoral care.  Also, if you
are going to the hospital for a surgery and will be discharged very quickly, let us
know ahead of time to schedule a pre-surgical pastoral visit.  Thank you!

Women’s Friendship Group . . . 
Will meet in the north room at church on Monday, September 29 at 7:00 p.m.t  to

make COMFORT BLANKETS for the Fort Collins Children’s Clinic.  Please bring a story
about a blanket or a comfort Creature.  Fabric will be provided.  Call Diane Kimball at
481-8757 or Marietta Zimmerman at 221-5474



News from the Plymouth Peace Group
Forum on Compassionate Listening 
On October 19, the Plymouth Forum will be presented by Barb Lehner, who will report on
her recent trip to Israel with the Compassionate Listening Project. 

Here are some of the highlights mentioned by Leah Greene, leader of the delegation, in an
email describing the trip before their departure:

 A pilgrimage to listen to Father Emil Shufani, the Palestinian man from Nazereth
who recently led a group of 250 Israeli Jews and Palestinians to Auschwitz (this
morning I learned that he received the UNESCO Peace Prize!) 

 A visit with Hanan Ashrawi in Ramallah 
 Listening to residents of a Kibbutz and neighboring Arab village who have main-

tained unusually close relations since the 1930s – and whose ties were
strengthened after a terror attack at the Kibbutz last year 

 Attending the opening day of a Rebuilding Palestinian Homes camp with Israeli
peace leaders and the parents of Rachel Corrie 

 An overnight in Dheishe Refugee Camp with an evening screening of “Promises”
and listening sessions with the children in the documentary 

The Compassionate Listening Project, formerly Mid-East Citizen Diplomacy, was founded
in 1990 and has led numerous delegations to Israel and Palestine. It is a U.S. based non-
profit organization dedicated to empowering individuals to heal polarization and build
bridges between people, communities and nations in conflict.

Compassionate Listening is based on the work of Gene Knudsen Hoffman, international
peacemaker and founder of the US/USSR Reconciliation program, who writes, "Some
time ago I recognized that terrorists were people who had grievances, who thought their
grievances would never be heard, and certainly never addressed. Later I saw that all
parties to every conflict were wounded, and at the heart of every act of violence is an un-
healed wound." In her role as a counselor, Gene recognized that non-judgmental listening
was a great healing process in itself, and this is what Barb and her fellow citizen diplomats
went to the Middle East to do.

For information about the Plymouth peace group, contact Jane Ellen Combelic, 407-0153,
jec@riverrock.org.
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Church Women United
Do you want to practice your Christian Faith by working and worshipping together with
women of different denominations?  Church Women United, a National Organization,
needs a new representative from Plymouth.  Monthly meetings from October through May
include the collection of donations for health kits and items for layettes.  For more inform-
ation call Lorrie Wagner at 223-2653.

______________________
Thank You . . . 
“Thanks for your cards and prayers at the time of my surgery.  It is so comforting to know
others are praying.                       – Marti Stahmer

______________________

Please Note:  Articles for our monthly newsletter, The Placard, are due in the
church office the 3rd Monday of each month.  Please have your materials in the
office by the deadline.  (There will be  exceptions to this due to the holidays in
November and December.)  Information on events for the month of November
is due by Monday October 20th.  



The Middle-Third Herd
We had a fantastic turn out at our September planning breakfast.  

This group is really growing and it's so wonderful to see everyone excited about it.  
We managed to plan events through January of next year,  and we hope you'll join us 

if you haven't already. 
 Please contact Andrea Kelly to get on the e-mail list at 4kellyfam@comcast.net or

282-7511.  Watch for details in the bulletin and future Placards.  
Here's what we have planned for October:

Thursday, October 9th - Spinning Into Butter at the Bas Bleu Theatre 7:30 pm. 
This is an "Adults Only" event.  Please arrange your own childcare for the evening.  Con-
tact Jean Sanfacon (416-8822 or jsanfacon@attbi.com) for ticket information.  For in-

formation on the show go to http://www.basbleu.org

Sunday, October 26th - A Halloween Extravaganza!  Wear your costumes, bring a
dish to share and your own pumpkin to carve.  4pm at Rich & Gayle Maroncelli's house

(1013 Fox Hills Drive).  This is a "family friendly" event.  For more info contact Rich Ma-
roncelli at 223-5317 or nethouse22@aol.com

Get-A-Grip 
. . . Get-A-Grip is a social group that was formerly started as “Parents of Adoles-

cents.”  They are no longer limited to being parents of adolescents, but their children are
generally pre-teens, teens, or young adults.  Anyone is welcome to join the group.  It
meets once a month usually at a member’s home to eat, have fun, and get better acquain-
ted with others in the church.

The next G.A.G. gathering will be Saturday, Oct. 18 at 5:30 p.m.  We’ll meet at
Colorado Feed and Grain in Timnath (north of the RR tracks, but you really can’t
miss it) for Cajun Boil (or you can order off the menu).  Call Marietta Zimmerman to
make reservations or if you have any questions.  Y’all come!!
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Hilltoppers
We will be looking for you on Thursday, October 9, 2003.  
Luncheon provided by our "Kitchen Angels" 12 noon-1pm.

Just lunch and fellowship this day.  Donation, $3.00.  
Please plan to come by signing up on the narthex bulletin board .  

We really want you with us!

EXTRA YEARS OF ZEST!
XYZ is a fun-loving Plymouth Fellowship made up of people aged 50+.  We get together on the
second Saturday (usually) of each month for some type of activity.  Everyone is welcome –
couples, singles, men, women – the only requirements are that you like to get better acquainted
with people and that you enjoy having a good time.  Sometimes we have educational programs and
sometimes we just plan something that sounds like fun.   We almost always have good food!  Some
of us come to almost all activities, and some to just a few.    If you’re 50+, we would love to have
you join us.

 XYZs will meet on October 11th at 67:30 p.m. beginning with coffee and dessert.
Our speaker will then be Andy Mair, a retiree of the U.S. Fopreign Service.  He
has served as Administrative Office in the Americdan Embassies in Rome, Italy;
Kabul, Afghanistan; and Ankara, Turkey.  The title of his speech is “Afgh-
anistan, Then and Now”.  All are welcome.  Please sign up on the sheet on the
bulletin board in the narthex.

Could You Answer Our Homeless Prevention Cell Phone—Just Now and Then?
We have a good team of people who take turns answering Plymouth’s cell phone for The

Homeless Prevention Program.  Those who answer the phone take the church’s cell phone for a day
or sometimes two days during the week, and answer it if people call in need of help to pay their
rent.  Those who answer the phone ask the applicants two or three very simple questions, and sign
them up for interviews which are later done by other Plymouth people.  Occasionally those who
regularly answer the phone cannot do so.  We are in need of someone whom we could call occa-
sionally and who might be able to substitute now and then for our regular answerers.  If you think
you might be able to help with this, or would like to learn more about it, please contact Alice Clark
at 482-9212, 221-0468, or aclark@plymouthucc.org.  Thanks very much for considering it!

Would You Like To Help Serve A Luncheon For Our Seniors?



On the second Thursday of each month the church provides a luncheon for our seniors.
Could you help with it?  Our seniors appreciate it and it’s an opportunity for fun fellowship with
the others who prepare and serve it.  Questions?  Please call Alice at 482-9212 or 221-0468.

Are You Concerned About the Gambling Issue on the November Ballot?
The League of Women voters will present a public forum on Mon., Oct. 3 at 7pm in the

City Council Chambers, 300 W. Laporte Ave.  The issues that will be discussed will be Amend-
ment 33, which would allow video lottery terminals to be installed at four dog tracks, including
Cloverleaf Kennel Club in Loveland, and the Gallagher Amendment, regarding adjustment of taxes
between businesses and private citizens.

Senior High Youth Group Events . . . 
Hope you enjoyed your summer and are ready to get back into the swing of thing-

s.  We have several fun activities planned:
 September 28:  We will meet after church at 12:00ish.  From church we will get

a quick bite to eat and head to City Park for some Ultimate Frisbee.  Please bring
money for your lunch.

 October 4:  Homecoming Parade.   Walk with the church van, wear your T-shirt, pass
out candy and represent our wonderful faith community.  Call Karen Nesler for details.

 October 12:  (Sunday) – Jane Eyre – Come see Amy Norskog in the play Jane Eyre.  We
will meet at church at 12:00 p.m.  Together we will go to the Lincoln Center.  Bring $5 for
tickets.

 October 24-26:  Fall Retreat at La Foret in Colo. Springs.  Meet at the church on Friday
at 3:30 p.m.  We will return Sunday.  Bring $ for traveling meals.  Registration forms and
money are due in church office by Sunday, Sept. 21st.

 November 2 – 5-7p.m. at church.  We will order pizza and paint our room.  Please
bring $3 for pizza.

 November 16:  Progressive Dinner.  Meet at the church at 4:45 p.m.  We’ll travel toge-
her to homes.  

 December:  Stay tuned for dates.  We’ll start planning Youth Sunday this month.
Please put these dates on your calendars and remember that your friends are wel-

come to attend with you.  If you have any questions, please contact Megan or Zach at
282-0059.

Come To See—And Then Discuss—Oh, God!
Join us for the second film of our four-part Spiritual Themes in Movies film series on Sat-

urday night, October 25, 7:30 p.m.  The film provides humor and entertainment but is also
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thought-provoking in its use of its image of an informal God played by George Burns.  Popcorn,
theater-style candy, and pop will be available.  We invite you to bring camp chairs, pillows, etc., to
increase your comfort in our fellowship hall venue.  Thirty-six movie fans joined us for our first
film last month.

Come also the next morning—Sunday, Oct. 26 at 9:30 a.m.—to the Fireside Room, for a
discussion of spiritual and theological themes in the film, led by Jack McGrew, Dean of CSU’s
College of Natural Sciences, and member of Plymouth Church.  Even if you are unable to view the
film with us on Sat. night, please join us for the Sunday morning discussion.

____________________

Thank You Received . . . 
  “Dear Plymouth Family ---

Our family wants to thank you for all you have done to help us through this diffi-
cult time.  You were patient with our need for privacy and yet knew exactly when to send
food, cards, and prayers.  Also (even though we objected at the time), we are grateful that
you postponed the Yard Sale . . . good ol’ Mary Freeland. 

Your support prior, during and after Megan’s service was overwhelming.  If
Megan could speak to us, she’d simply say—‘See, this is the kind of church I wanted to be
a member of!!’  As I spoke with Gail K., Hal, and many others, I kept asking, ‘How do
people who have no church community get through something like this?’

There are no words to express our deep sense of loss—we couldn’t begin to try.
With time, we hope to heal and feel whole again.  Aaron is back in PA school in Aurora—
and doing his best to both catch and keep up.  We ask that your prayers for him continue.

I wish it were possible to thank everyone individually; however, please accept this
as our thank you to each of you from all of us!

Love, Jack, Liz, Aaron, Megan & Zach”

Walk With Your Neighbors……..



                                                                      Walk With the World
FORT COLLINS AREA
C.R.O.P. WALK

OCTOBER 19, 2003 - 1:00 P.M. 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

531 S. COLLEGE AVE.
A Church World Services (CWS) Sponsored “Fun”d-raising Event.

CROP IS COMMUNITIES REACHING OUT TO PEOPLE
WHY?

 At the present time there are almost 15 million refugees in the world, people who have been forced
to flee their homes due to war, persecution or natural disasters.

 Nearly a quarter of the world’s inhabitants – 1.3 billion people – live in absolute poverty,
with incomes equivalent to less than a dollar a day.

 In the United States, 25% of children under 6 live in poverty (This is double the rate of any
other industrialized county).

 One in four children in Colorado goes to bed hungry.

75%  of CROP WALK funds support  sustainable self-help development,  disaster  relief,  and
refugee assistance in more than 80 countries through Church World Service or other International
Aid Agencies like it.    As of August 23, 2003, more than 1,000 housing kits ($935. each) have
been placed in Afganistan.  CWS has been involved in Iraq since before the First Gulf War.   New
CWS initiatives in Africa will bring educational programs to refugee camps in western Tanzania ,
and services to the displaced in West Africa, while also assisting refugees resettling in the US with
food, shelter, language classes and work readiness training.    

25% of Fort Collins CROP WALK funds will be contributed to the Food Bank for Larimer
County.   The need for food assistance in our community continues on a steady increase as more
and more of our neighbors experience job loss and cut backs.  It would appear that the Food Bank
for  Larimer County will distribute more than 4 million pounds of food in 2003.   Ever dollar
donated provides more than $10 worth of food.  

   
HOW TO RAISE $600 TO FIGHT HUNGER .… ONE STEP AT A TIME  .  

 Walk in the CROP WALK on October 19.  
  Make your own generous donation. 
 Ask nine others to support you with $20 each:  family, friends, co-workers, neighbors 
 RECRUIT TWO OTHER PEOPLE to do the same thing. 
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 “O God, to those who have hunger, give bread;
               and to those who have bread, give the hunger for justice.”  

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
_______________

Blood Donors Needed:  The community served by Poudre Valley Hospital is experiencing a signi-
ficantly greater need for blood supplies than is being met by the current level of donations.  While
this is reflective of a national trend, we must deal with it as a serious local problem.  The greatest
numbers of regular donors are found in the WWII generation—a generous gr4oup of people whose
numbers are decreasing.  It is necessary for succeeding generations to take up the challenge and the
opportunity to support our community, our neighbors and our families by ensuring that blood is
available when it is needed.  Pledge forms will be available in the narthex October 5th.

Our congregation can support the Garth Englund Blood Center in a very special way – simply sign
one of the pledges to donate blood two or three times in a six-month period.  We encourage you to
join with other members of the local faith community in addressing this urgent need.  For more in-
formation, contact the Garth Englund Blood Center at 495-8965.

Interfaith Council Representatives report:
August 7, Interfaith Council gathered for its annual retreat at the Trinity Lutheran Church. Participants
provided many helpful suggestions as they discussed the announced topics, which included: 

1. Change in time and meeting days (a survey will be available at the September meeting);  

2. Evaluation of the change in outreach funding distributions; 

3. How to create greater awareness in our faith communities and promote in the general   

    community the work of The Interfaith Council; 

4.How to enlist the support and participation of the Interfaith Council member faith communities’ 

   leadership/clergy. 

5. What can Interfaith Council do to help counter, in our community, the effect of government cuts  

    in social funding.  

September 18, the Food Team for Interfaith Council  presented a program, with information for all Inter-
faith Council Member Communities, about the state of those who are hungry, in need of food in our com-
munity and the agencies and programs that are attempting to respond to this need.  

The Food Bank for Larimer County reports that “THE FACES” of those who are coming to them, is
changing rapidly.  More and more (31% increase in need so far in 2003 over 2002) are persons who have
been laid off and are unable to find work to replace lost income. Contributions and food drives all help:



Cans around the Oval will occur October 9, CROP WALK is October 19; November 15 is “Nine Cares…
Colorado Shares” at the local King Sooper’s parking lots, December 3: Watch for THE FORT COLLINS
COLORADOAN bag for groceries, food drive. GLEANING at local farms will occur on September 28
and October 12 in the afternoon – call Sabrina Arch at 493-4477 for more info and to volunteer. 

The Volunteers Of America food program reports that especially the Home-bound Seniors and disabled
under 60 whom they serve, are in a food crisis.  For the first time because of loss of funding for transporta-
tion and food programs such as Meals on Wheels, they have created a “waiting list”. Volunteers are al-
ways needed to help distribute. Call Leighanna Grupp at 472-9630.

SHARE COLORADO provides substantial food savings, realized by quantity purchases, available to
ALL at a small cost +  two hours of community service.  A variety of programs are offered including a
Thanksgiving gift box.  For information call Rhonda Merricks (800.375.4542) or SHARE (800.933.7427).
Additional NEW HOST SITES are desperately needed in Fort Collins.

CITY-WIDE FAST: Envelopes in the Church Narthex.  Fast one meal and contribute the money saved.
This win/win fund-raiser costs you nothing and the funds raised go to the Food Bank for Larimer County
where ever $1 is turned into $10.20 worth of food. More info: Donna Fairbank at 493-2496.

HUMANITARIAN CANNING.  In 2002, provided 79 cases of Pork and beans; 149 cases if applesauce;
140 cases of tomato juice and 38 cases of carrots.  In 2003, 113 cases of pork and beans and 43 cases of
canned tomatoes came back to the Food Bank for Larimer County for distribution.  The LDS cannery in
Denver supplies the materials, some workers, and some of the raw food.  The Food Bank provides some
raw materials and volunteer workers.  Plan to participate when the 2004 dates are announced in January.

RED CROSS MEASLES INITIATIVE.     Over 1 million children in Africa die each year from
measles. For less than $1 per child, measles vaccination can be provided.   The goal is to vac-
cinate 200,000 million children by the year 2005. Faith communities are invited to participate in
the Red Cross Measles Initiative (great project for youth). Contact Jennifer Martens at the
Centennial Chapter of the Red Cross, 226-5728.

ENCOURAGE VOLUNTEERISM.  The average person in the US volunteers 3.6 hour / week
with a value of $250 Billion in services.   HP recently donated a software program to schools and
First Call to help direct volunteers to projects. First Call and HP are colllaborating to print inform-
ation and support a web site.  Use "211", to connect people who are seeking information to
needed services and volunteer opportunities.   
Help Erase Racism In Fort Collins.   The “Eracism” film and discussion series sponsored
by Foothills Unitarian Church, the Interfaith Council, the Northern Colorado Multicultural Corpor-
ation, Fort Fund, Fort Collins Public Library, The Coloradoan and the Gannett Foundation  is be-
ing held at the Fort Collins Senior Center. All films begin at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free, but
donations will be accepted.  Seating at the Senior Center is limited.   For more details call 484-
7653.

Oct. 12:  “Maryann”—The world of an Iranian-American teenager in 1970s suburban New Jer-
sey changes drastically when Americans are taken hostage in Iran and her family becomes the
target of anti-Iranian acts. Mohammad Siddiqui, a retired CSU professor of statistics, will be dis-
cussion leader.
Oct. 19:  “Postville:  Clash of Cultures”—When a meat-packing plant closed in Postville,
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Iowa, it was bought by a group of Hasidic Jews from New York, who hired a number of Latino
workers.  This documentary follows events and attitudes in this once-homogeneous white Christi-
an community when it becomes a multi-cultural stew, rather than a melting pot.  Leading the dis-
cussion will be Ken Gordon, chair of the Fort Collins Human Relations Commission.

Can you assist  with transporting of seniors for medical appointments?  The  Office on
Aging is looking for help. Contact: Steve Budner at 221-6861 or Ellen Long at 493-3411.
                    

___________________

Playful Parenting Author Coming to the Lincoln Center
Dr. Lawrence Cohen, licensed child psychologist, parent, and award winning author of
Playful Parenting, will be speaking at the Lincoln Center on Tuesday, October 7, 2003
from 7:00 to 9:00 P.M. Dr. Cohen will talk about a positive arenting technique that is of-
ten not mentioned in parenting books—play! Dr. Cohen believes that parents who engage
in play with their child will find their time well rewarded as they develop a closer relation-
ship with their child, help ease power struggles and behavioral problems, and work with
their child on dealing with shyness, anger, and fear. Through play, parents can also help
their child gain confidence, ease tension between siblings, and learn to empathize with oth-
ers. Dr. Cohen has published numerous books and articles dealing with children and par-
enting and specializes in children’s play and play therapy.  His books will be on sale at the
Lincoln Center on the night of October 7.          
This exciting event is part of the Talking About Kids!™ lecture series created  by The
Learning House and The Mothers’ Center of Fort Collins and is sponsored by The Bo-
hemian Foundation Pharos Fund, The Fort Fund, and Alpha Graphics. Tickets are on sale
for $10.00 at the Lincoln Center box office. To order tickets by phone call 970.221.6730.
For more information on the event call Mindy Hill, member of Plymouth, at 224-9362 or
visit The Mothers’ Center website at www.fortnet.org/mothers.   Brochures and further in-
formation are available on the shelf in the narthex.

People in the Parish

Please keep the following members and friends of Plymouth in your prayers.



Recently in the Hospital:
 Brett Johnson
 Maxine Fahrenbruch

Our Sympathy is with:
 The McGrew family on the death of Aaron’s wife, Megan (Nuttall)

McGrew, whose life was celebrated at Plymouth on September 6.

 John Smith on the death of his mother, Helen.

 Brian Kelly on the loss of his grandfather, Marty Scully.

Congratulations to:
 Sarah Clark, on her marriage to Joel Nelson, in a service conduc-

ted by Dick on September 6.

 Sam Garton and Norene Worrell, who were married on Septem-
ber 20 with Hal officiating.

Plymouth Congregational 
United Church of Christ
an open & affirming congregation 
gathered in 1903
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www.plymouthucc.org
970.482-9212

The Rev. Senior Minister hal@plymouthucc.org

The Rev. Dick Einerson        Interim Assoc. Minister         dick@plymouthucc.org

Alice Clark Parish Assistant aclark@plymouthucc.org

Donna Greene Youth Education Director donna@plymouthucc.org

Donna Solverud Choir Director tdsolverud@aol.com

Carrie Hansen & Jan Welch Organists

Karin Marsh Church Secretary   plymouth@plymouthucc.org

Alda Frucci & Tom Marsh Custodians

Plymouth Website
http://www.plymouthucc.org

Plymouth’s updated website is ready for viewing.  It’s loaded with Plymouth info and even a calen-
dar of events.  The site is a work in progress and we appreciate your feedback.  Please contact Bri-
an or Andrea Kelly with comments, suggestions, new ideas, etc. 
webmaster@plymouthucc.org  282-7511.


