
stretch of feelings in this transition, 
and it’s important to provide ritual 
markers as well. On Jake’s last Sunday 
with us, July 28, we will perform a rite 
releasing Jake from the vows he took 
when he was installed as Associate 
Minister. And we will also throw a 
great party, so save this date: Monday, 
July 29.

Even as we bid farewell to Jake, 
we have rapidly entered 
the process of searching 
for an Interim Associate 
Minister. So, there will be 
a time of hellos following 
our goodbyes. 

Plymouth is an amaz-
ing congregation, and 
I am grateful to you for 
helping nurture young 
ministers like Jake, Laura 
Nelson, Chris and Erin 
Gilmore, and others. Rais-

ing up clergy is an important part of 
Plymouth’s DNA.

As the writer of Ecclesiastes says, 
“There is a time to weep, and a time 
to laugh,” and I suspect that this sum-
mer will allow us the opportunity for 
both as we celebrate Jake’s ministry.

Shalom!

The Plymouth Placard
From Hal’s Desk:  

For Everything,  
There Is a Season

By now, you’ve received a letter 
from Jake Joseph, and one from David 
Petersen and me, letting you know 
that Jake has accepted a call to First 
Congregational UCC in Guilford, Con-
necticut. It is a great church, and they 
are blessed indeed to have called Jake.

I suspect that virtually all of us will 
have a heady mix of feelings as we 
mull over this news. I know that I am 
simultaneously proud of 
Jake, pleased for him and 
Gerhard, and that I also 
have a sense of loss as he 
takes the next steps in his 
ministry. And I’m grate-
ful to Jake for spending 
nearly five years with us 
as one of our associate 
ministers. (It hardly seems 
possible that both Jake 
and Jane Anne started 
with us on November 1, 
2014!) A minister’s first 
call often lasts fewer than five years; in 
fact, I served as Associate Conference 
Minister in Connecticut for only three 
after my ordination. And Jake has 
grown wonderfully as a minister. This 
is a great move for both Gerhard and 
Jake, who remarked that he is moving 
from living near one parent (Angie) to 
another (Steve, his dad). 

It is critically important that we 
allow ourselves to experience the full 

July 4
Independence Day – office closed

Sunday, July 7 at 6:00
Dinner Church

July 7-13
Pioneer, Explorer, Voyager Camps at LaForet  
(Elementary – Middle School children)

July 14–20 
MADD Camp at LaForet – High School youth

July 14 at 9:15
Summer Choir

July 19 from 6-9 p.m.
 Plymouth Luau in the Grass and Fellowship Hall

All Month
* Registration for All-Church Retreat after all Sunday services
* Palm Giving Tree for The Nappie Project in Fellowship Hall

Calendar Highlights
Go to plymouthucc.org and click News & Events to see all events.
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Worship for July
July Dinner Church will be meeting outdoors on the lawn west of 
the sanctuary (enter via the Fellowship Hall). Join us just before 6:00 
on Sunday, July 7 for hamburgers and black-bean burgers grilled by 
Nic Redavid! Please let us know you’re coming by sending an RSVP 
at plymouthucc.org/dinnerchurch. It’ a great time to invite a friend to 
sample Plymouth!

Every Tuesday at noon the staff celebrates communion in the 
sanctuary. We use a very brief litany from Scotland’s Iona Community, 
and the service lasts no more than 10 minutes. So, if you’d like a quick 
infusion of Eucharistic hope in the midst of the workweek, please feel 
free to join us. We meet in the chancel and share the readings, setup, 
and cleanup, all of which is very simple. Interested? Drop by and join 
us every Tuesday at 12:00. (Please don’t disturb the yoga class in the 
Fellowship Hall!)

Summer Sunday worship times (through August 18):

10:00 morning worship (communion first Sunday of the month)
6:00 eclectic service (communion every week)

July 7
Hymn Sing Sunday!
Psalm 66.1-9

Join us for Dinner Church at 6:00 p.m. outdoors on the lawn west 
of the sanctuary.  Requested donation is $5/person with a $15 
maximum per family. We’ll be singing evening service favorites!
RSVPs help us plan! Plymouthucc.org/dinnerchurch

July 14
Luke 10.25-37
The Good Samaritan
Summer Choir sings at 10:00 (show up at 9:15 to sing with us!)
Special Global Ministries Forum at 11:00

July 21
Luke 10.38-42
Mary vs. Martha

July 28
Luke 11.1-13
Praying, Seeking, and Finding

Pastoral Contacts
Our ministers’ normal work days are Sunday-Thursday, but if you have a pastoral 
emergency (in the hospital, urgent need for a pastoral support conversation, etc.), 
please do call us on our mobile phones...that’s what we’re here for!  
Unlike all other professions, we still make house calls by appointment!
Hal Chorpenning, 970-481-2928 for emergencies • Jake Miles Joseph, 970-412-
6114 for emergencies • Jane Anne Ferguson, 303-257-4933 for emergencies

✆

Parking Lot Gates
The south gate (from Prospect Street) is closed to reduce through traffic 

in our parking lot.

Use key pad code 0916# to open gates. The gate will stay open for 30 
seconds, then close automatically while beeping. For exiting, automatic 
sensors open the gate. 

The north gate (from Lake Street) will be open 24/7 until further notice. 

All gates will be left open for Sunday services and for evening choir 
practice.

Plymouth Receives Music Bequest

Plymouth has received a generous and anonymous $20,000 bequest from 
one of our members for the purposes of “enhancement of quality of music at its 
worship services.” The Planned Giving Committee is thankful for our members 
who remember our congregation in their wills, and invites everyone to look 
for information on our website. Just go under the GIVE menu at plymouthucc.
org and click on “How do I learn about planned giving?” One of the first ways 
the bequest will be used is for refurbishment of our handbells, which is a costly 
process. For more information, please contact Planned Giving Chair Bob Hoel at 
bob.hoel@colostate.edu

Getting The Placard but not The Overview?
Our weekly eNews showcases news and events in the near future.  

If you aren’t receiving it (or the Tuesday Staff Reflection) and would like to,  
visit plymouthucc.org and scroll to the bottom of any page to subscribe.

https://plymouthucc.weebly.com/calendar.html
http://www.plymouthucc.org
mailto:hal@plymouthucc.org
mailto:jake@plymouthucc.org
mailto:janeanne@plymouthucc.org
mailto:music@plymouthucc.org
mailto:mandy@plymouthucc.org
mailto:mark@plymouthucc.org
mailto:anna@plymouthucc.org
mailto:barbara@plymouthucc.org
mailto:yendra@plymouthucc.org
mailto:sexton@plymouthucc.org
http://plymouthucc.org/dinnerchurch
http://Plymouthucc.org/dinnerchurch
http://plymouthucc.org


Please join us at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, 7/14 to learn 
more about Global Ministries and our partner church in 
Angola, and the schools established by the Dille-Dunbar 
Fund. Dr. Onisimo Nunda of IECA (Congregational) and 
the Rev. Marco Cable of Global Ministries’ Africa Office will 
be with us. We’ll meet in the Forum Room, and coffee and 
bagels will be served.

You are enthusiastically invited to Plymouth Luau in the Grass & Fellow-
ship Hall on Friday, 7/19, 5:30-8 p.m. on the lawn adjacent to Prospect. This 
family-friendly, Hawaiian-themed extravaganza will include exciting activities 
(thanks to the Fort Collins Circus Center), a Hawaiian shirt contest, and a secret 
guest appearance. Dinner will be provided. Bring blankets, lawn chairs, and bug 
spray. You will have such fun.

Plymouth PRIDE invites everyone to Northern Col-
orado Equality’s Fort Collins Pride Fest 2019 - FoCo 
PRIDE in the PARK @ Civic Center Park on Sunday, 7/21. 
Plymouth is a sponsor and will have a booth at the event. 
Please email Nic (nredavid@gmail.com) to help represent 

Plymouth. Stay tuned for more info in the Bulletin, Overview, and on Facebook.

Need a laugh to get you through pre-primary season? Join Plymouth friends 
at the 7/27 performance of The Mostlies’ 2019 parody revue at 
Lincoln Center! Bobbi Hargleroad will host the annual pre-party at 
5:00 at her condo and has 25 group rate tickets ($12) for the 7:00 
performance. RSVP to buzzbobbi@msn.com. Menu: hearty appetiz-
ers to feed a crowd. Additional tickets: $15 through LC box office.

The Habitat for Humanity team will be holding a yard sale on Sat., 8/24 
from 8-3. All funds raised through the yard sale will go towards the local Habitat 
build. We will need lots of volunteers... and all the treasures you are ready to part 
with. More details coming.

Please join the All-Church Retreat at La Foret Retreat Center the weekend 
of Sept. 13-15, starting in the evening on Friday and ending mid-day Sunday. 
This year’s featured program will be exploring the art of stone balancing with 
master balancer Douglas Case (acaseforbalance.com, @acaseforbalance) Regis-
tration will be available after both services through Aug. 18.

We have the Christmas Giving Tree in December. Now in July we have a 
new project—the Palm Giving Tree! We will be collecting disposable children’s 
diapers for The Nappie Project. Look for details soon in the Overview. Contacts: 
Joyce DeVaney and Sara Myers.

In June, the Fort Collins Interfaith Council hosted ARC of Larimer County. 
ARC provides support & education for persons with intellectual/developmental 
disabilities. ARC has developed a course for young folks, “Healthy Bodies, Healthy 
Boundaries,” that teaches setting/respecting boundaries. Those with disabilities 
are victims of sexual assault or abuse at a rate that is seven times higher than 
those without disabilities.

Unless you are close in your life’s journey, most people do not think about 
end-of-life arrangements. At Plymouth, there is a sacred space outside the 
west wing, including a memorial garden with three ash beds, a patio of stone 
pavers for the internment of ashes or burial urns, and a memorial inscription. 
These memorial stones can be reserved. Details: saralyn@plymouthucc.org

Interested in becoming more involved internationally? Join the World Mis-
sions team to help with outreach activities for Rawdat students in Jerusalem, 
Lango School in Ethiopia, visiting missionaries, and explore additional oppor- 
tunities. Our Ethiopian dinner is coming up in September. More information: 
Bob Sturtevant (970-430-8651 or robert.sturtevant@colostate.edu)

If you have been supporting our Homelessness Prevention Initiative (HPI) 
through King Soopers Gift Cards, the logistics have changed. Please go to 
plymouthucc.org/grocery to continue supporting this worthy program.

Faith Family Hospitality remaining hosting weeks for 2019: 8/11-18, 11/10-
17. Contact scotthous@gmail.com or 970-631-4037 to volunteer.

Need to get on the church calendar? Go to plymouthucc.org and select 
News & Events. Click the button: Request to Add an Event to the Church Calendar.

At their June meeting, members 
of Leadership Council reflected on 
the significance of “speaking”(Acts 2) 
as a hallmark of Pentecost. Council 
received and discussed a) minutes 
from the 6/4 Budget & Finance Com-
mittee meeting and b) the board 
liaison report for the Outreach & 
Mission Board. George Theodore was 
elected to serve as assistant treasurer 
for 2019. LC discussed, revised, and 
approved a revised Personnel Policy, 
which the Personnel Committee had 
prepared.  Leadership Council also 
reviewed two versions of Plymouth’s 
site plan, one of which had been 

Leadership Council Update

Income
May Income for 2019: $52,051
Budgeted Income for May 2019: $70,848
Income 2019 YTD: $445,5899
Budgeted Income 2019 YTD: $354,240

Expenses
May Expenses for 2019: $97,314
Budgeted Expenses for May 2019: $72,842
Expenses 2019 YTD: $365,045
Budgeted Expenses 2019 YTD: $364,210

recently created by Brian Betsill. Leader-
ship Council will next meet on 8/12.

- David Petersen, Moderator
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Ministries

This month 11 of our children and youth will be spending a week at La 
Foret. They will be participating in camps that will challenge them to grow in 
faith and character. Please hold them in your prayers.

The Christian Formation Board has begun recruiting teachers and other 
volunteers for the fall. If you are interested in joining the ministry, please con-
tact Marty Marsh or Mandy Hall. - Grace & Peace, Mandy

Youth Christian Formation 

Adult Christian Formation 
Forum proposals for fall are wel-

come!  Email suggestions to Mark Lee, 
mark@plymouthucc.org.  The Forum 
team is particularly interested in groups 
who would develop a month’s theme 
around each of the church’s justice 
statements:  ONA (lgbtq issues, partic-
ularly trans issues), Peace With Justice, 
and Immigrant Welcoming.  We wel-
come other ideas: spirituality, art, drama, 
and personal growth.

The Celtic Spirituality I group 
will meet the second Wed. of June, 

July, and August. Celtic II is off for the 
summer. 

The most up-to-date  
Christian Formation  

Information is on the web 

Go to plymouthucc.org and select the  
Living Our Faith menu item. 

You’ll find an Overview, as well as  
pages for Children, Youth, and Adults.  

Deacon’s Bench
 As a new deacon, I have discovered the joy of greeting Plymouth members, 

friends and visitors. Even passing out bulletins before the services provides a 
quick, rewarding connection to so many warm and friendly people. My special 
thanks go to the other deacons for their dedication and friendship. It’s a won-
derful experience! - Barb Hoel

What is the Legacy Society? Plymouth’s Legacy Society consists of friends 
who offer support through pledging, but who also donate a portion of their 
accumulated assets through a Planned Giving gift. There are presently more 
than 60 Legacy Society members, with more joining each year. WON’T YOU JOIN 
US? Please contact Bob Hoel or another Planned Giving Committee member for 
more information.

The Stewardship Board wants to thank you for making changed lives 
possible! Check out the video at plymouthucc.org/give to learn how your giving 
to Plymouth changes the lives of people in 12-step recovery programs. We’ll 
have more videos in the coming months. You’ll never know many of the people 
whose lives you have changed because of your giving to Plymouth, so we hope 
you enjoy meeting some of them! Thanks for going deeper and changing lives! 

With only two services and summer vacations coming, please keep your 
pledges up to date. If you can’t attend the Sunday Serivces, you can make your 
pledge contributions electronically by contacting Plymouth’s Business Manager 
Yendra Tencza at yendra@plymouthucc.org

http://plymouthucc.org/grocery
mailto:scotthous@gmail.com
http://plymouthucc.org
https://www.plymouthucc.org/news.html
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