
 

Chaazi and Jiri Levíček 

Chaazi Levíček was born in New York but raised right here in Fort Collins, 

Colorado. She received her Bachelors of Music in Vocal Performance from 

Colorado State University in 2012, and her Masters of Music in Vocal 

Performance from the University of North Texas in 2014, winning top vocal 

scholarships at both institutions. Throughout all of her studies, she was 

involved in various classical music programs and compies, including Wolf Trap 

Opera Company, Opera Orvieto, Prague Summer Nights Festival, and the 

Colorado Bach Ensemble.  

She met Jiří during their studies at UNT, while performing a Czech opera for 

which he was the performing pianist and coach. After moving to the Czech 

Republic following graduation, she quickly received accolades, winning prizes 

at the Antonin Dvořak International Singing Competition in Karlovy Vary, for 

both the Opera and Art Song categories, and contracts for future concerts. 

She and Jiří later performed a duo recital at the Prague Spring International 

Music Festival, and she has since performed in solo concert with renowned 

orchestras, conductors, and festivals throughout the Czech Republic.  

In 2022, she and Jiří premiered a song cycle composed by him, for which she 

wrote the story and lyrics, with the Czech National Radio Orchestra. They 

were recently invited back to premiere another large composition 

commissioned by the director of the orchestra, featuring the award winning 

Radio Children’s Choir and Chaazi once again as soloist, for Jiří’s hour long 

“Nad Nami,” which means Above Us, in Czech. This work contains original 

compositions and reimaginations of classic American spirituals and folk tunes.  

On August 19,  they will be performing songs from both big works, Morana, 

and Nad Nami, that Jiří has reduced from his orchestral music for piano, as 

well as art songs and spirituals from other solo performances they have given. 

As always, the undercurrent and theme of their music making is a heavily 

spiritually influenced program.  

Jiří Levíček is a jazz and classical pianist and composer from the Czech 

Republic, where he has been a performer on international stages since his 

youth. In 1999, he participated in an international festival in Lithuania at the 

age of 15,  with the Lithuanian Philharmonic Orchestra under Paul Berman. In 

the Czech Republic during his early years, he also appeared as a soloist playing 

W.A. Mozart, F. Mendelsohn-Bartholdy and R.  Schumann piano concertos. He 

also premiered works by several contemporary Czech composers (V. Lejsek, C. 

Kohoutek, J. Matys, P. Eben). In 2001 he won first prize at the Int’l Leoš 

Janáček Competition in Brno for the best performance of a composition by L. 

Janáček. He then studied at the Janáček Academy of Performing Arts, where 

he completed his Bachelor's degree in the class of Jiří Skovajsa and graduated 

with a performance of Goldberg Variations by J.S. Bach. 

In 2006, he furthered his studies at the Univ.  of North Texas (in the jazz 

department with Stefan Karlsson, in the classical department with Adam 

Wodnicki, and in composition with Joelle Wallach). During his eight years in 

the US, he participated in many musical projects (Jiří Levíček Trio, Jeffry 

Eckels Trio, One O'Clock Lab Band). He performed with these ensembles at 

jazz festivals in national and international venues. He has participated in 

numerous competitions (2009 - 1st prize at Phillips International Jazz 

Competition - Florida, 2010 - 3rd prize at Jacksonville Jazz Piano Competition 

- Florida). In 2010, he was invited as a soloist by the San Angelo Symphony 

Orchestra, with whom he played Rachmaninoff's 3rd Piano Concerto under 

Hector Guzman. He repeated his Rachmaninoff performance a year later with 

the Univ. of North Texas Orchestra. In 2012 he premiered his piano concerto 

with the Brno Philharmonic Orchestra and also performed at JazzFestBrno in 

a trio with Francois Moutin and Ross Peterson. 

After studying in the US, he returned to the Czech Republic with his wife, 

mezzo soprano Chaazi Levicek, where they took part in the Antonín Dvořák 

Competition in Karlovy Vary, and both won several top prizes. Since then, they 

have performed several recital programmes together, one of which they 

presented as a duo at the internationally-acclaimed Prague Spring Festival. 

During his five years with the Robert Balzar Trio, Jiří recorded two CDs, one 

DVD, and a live recording with the jazz- pop singer Dan Bárta. 

Currently, Jiri is on the faculty at Janáček Academy of Performing Arts, NYU’s 

Prague Campus, and the Jaroslav Ježek College of Music, and was an 

instructor at the Music and Dance Faculty of the Academy of Performing Arts 

in Prague. Since 2017, he has been the pianist, keyboardist, saxophonist, and 

clarinetist for the eclectic trio of Jiří Slavík, The Survivors. He has been a 

member of Jazz Dock Orchestra since 2020. In 2022, for the Czech Radio 

Symphony Orchestra, Jiří wrote the orchestrated song cycle MORANA, a 

unique original work using folk rhythms, which he performed together with 

his wife Chaazi, the world-renown violinist Milan Pala and classical and jazz 

conductor Bastien Stil. This year, 2026, they performed another original 

orchestral composition called “Above Us” - oratorium for solo mezzo-soprano, 

piano/alto sax, drums, children choir and symphony orchestra. 
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