
WELCOME to Plymouth Congregational Church! We are an Open & Affirming congregation 
of the United Church of Christ. Our Open & Affirming statement means that we include persons in all 
aspects of the life of the church without regard to their race, gender, linguistic origin, physical or mental 
ability, economic status, sexual orientation or gender identity. Our congregation has also voted to become 
a Peace with Justice church, stressing the importance of seeking peace and justice in our common life. 
And we are a congregation that welcomes immigrants and works for a just system of immigration in our 
nation. You can learn more about us at plymouthucc.org or on Facebook.  
 We invite you to join us for Christmas stories and carols at Christmas worship tomorrow 
morning at 11:00. You are invited for Multicultural Lessons & Carols at 11:00 on Sunday, January 1. 
Regular Sunday worship times resume on January 8. 

With our offerings, we SHARE THE PLATE. Tonight’s offering supports The UCC Christmas Fund, 
which provides supplemental support to retired ministers and their spouses or widows living with very 
limited financial means, as well as Plymouth’s mission and ministry. Thank you for sharing generously!  

SPECIAL THANKS to our deacons & liturgists, greeters, chancel & handbell choirs, chancel guild, 
and to the Men’s Fellowship for the luminarias outside.  
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Prelude “While Shepherds Watched Their Flock” Nathan Tate 
 “Sussex Carol” Nikki Iles 
 “Ding Dong Merrily on High” David Burndrett 

Abigail Morgan, violin  
Welcome  The Rev. Hal Chorpenning 
 
Celebrating the Light 

Advent and Christ Candle Lighting  Eric, Heather, Anabel and Clara Siegel 
 
Sung Response         Kindle a Flame 

 
Words & Music: Philip Garside © 2010 Philip Garside 
Used by permission of composer. 

 
Gathering Scripture and Prayer         Isaiah 9: 2; 6-7 
  The Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson 
 
Songs of Christmas 

“Joy to the World!” 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth its praises bring.  
Let every heart prepare Christ room and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” 
(Marys, Josephs and Angels, please come forward.) 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice. 
Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 

 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
(Shepherds and Animals, please come forward.) 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, born the King of Angels! 

[Refrain] 
O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him. 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

(Magi or “Wise Ones”, please come forward.) 
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation.  
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest. 

[Refrain] 
 

The Christmas Story 
 

Jesus is Born!  Quinn Eccleston 
 Luke 2.1-7   
Carol  “Away in a Manger” 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little love, Jesus, lay down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little love, Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But peaceful and quiet, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, O Jesus, be here by my side, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Angels and Shepherds Sing Good News! The Rev. JT Smiedendorf 
     Luke 2. 8-19 

 

Carol “Angels We Have Heard On High” 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains. 
And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains. 
[Refrain] 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say, what may the tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?  
[Refrain] 
 

The Magi Bring Gifts  Quinn Eccleston 
Matthew 2.1-11   

  

 Carol “The First Nowell” 
 The star shone bright in the northwest, 
 O’er Bethlehem it seemed to rest, 
 And there it did both stop and stay, 
 Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

[Refrain] 
 Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell,  
 Born in a manger, Emmanuel. 
 

 Then entered in those magi three, 



 And bending low upon their knee, 
 They offered there, in great reverence, 
 Their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 

[Refrain] 

 
The Word Shared in a Godly Play Stor.                                     Brooklyn McBride 

(At the conclusion of the story the children will return to their families in the pews.) 
 

Offering and Communion   The Revs. Hal Chorpenning and JT Smiedendorf 
Our congregation practices open communion; ALL are welcome to the table.  

Please come forward as you are invited by a deacon.  
You may bring your offering with you and leave it on the communion table. 

(Please see the back page for information about our Christmas offering.) 
We will participate by receiving a piece of bread or gluten free cracker. Take and eat. Then receive a 

cup. (The grape juice is white; the wine is red.) Take and drink.  
(Trash cans available for cups.) 

Then, please pick up a candle from Brooklyn or Rev. Jane Anne  
after you receive communion.  

  
Carol “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

Please stand and light your tea light with the switch on the bottom during the carol. 
 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light. 
With the angels let us sing Alleluia to our king. 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

* Benediction  Brooklyn McBride and The Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson 
 

Recessional Carol 
“Go Tell it on the Mountain!” 

Refrain: 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

Down in a lowly stable the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain] 
 

Postlude “Toccata on Antioch” Craig Phillips 
Permission to print and podcast/stream music is through  

One License #A-709014 and Christian Copyright Solutions #11133.	


