
WELCOME to Plymouth Congregational Church! We are an Open & Affirming congregation 
of the United Church of Christ. Our Open & Affirming statement means that we include persons in all 
aspects of the life of the church without regard to their race, gender, linguistic origin, physical or mental 
ability, economic status, sexual orientation or gender identity. Our congregation has also voted to become 
a Peace with Justice church, stressing the importance of seeking peace and justice in our common life. 
And we are a congregation that welcomes immigrants and works for a just system of immigration in our 
nation. You can learn more about us at plymouthucc.org or on Facebook.  
 We invite you to join us for Christmas stories and carols at Christmas worship tomorrow 
morning at 11:00. You are invited for Multicultural Lessons & Carols at 11:00 on Sunday, January 1. 
Regular Sunday worship times resume on January 8. 

With our offerings, we SHARE THE PLATE. Tonight’s offering supports The UCC Christmas Fund, 
which provides supplemental support to retired ministers and their spouses or widows living with very 
limited financial means, as well as Plymouth’s mission and ministry. Thank you for sharing generously!  

SPECIAL THANKS to our deacons & liturgists, greeters, chancel & handbell choirs, chancel guild, 
and to the Men’s Fellowship for the luminarias outside.  
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* You may stand as you are able

Prelude “Now It Is Christmastime” Swedish Dance Carol
 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” and “Away in a Manger” English Carols
 “Carol of the Bells” Ukranian Carol
 Plymouth Brass
 
* Processional Carol “Once in Royal David’s City” please stand as you are able

Soloist: Choir only:
Once in royal David’s city He came down to earth from heaven,
Stood a lowly cattle shed, Who is God and Lord of all,
Where a mother laid her baby And his shelter was a stable,
In a manger for his bed: And his cradle was a stall;
Mary was that mother mild, With the poor and mean and lowly
Jesus Christ her little child. Lived on earth our Savior holy.

All:
For he is our childhood’s pattern, Day by day like us he grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless, Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness, And he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him, Through his own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

The Greeting   The Rev. Hal Chorpenning

Anthem “Sing a Different Song”  John Bell
 Chancel Choir  & Aaron McGrew, flute  

Lighting the Advent Candles & Christ Candle  The Koepke Family (5:00)
  The Bundy Family (7:00)
Sung Response: Kindle a Flame

Words & Music: Philip Garside © 2010 Philip Garside
Used by permission of composer.

*Carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  The Congregation
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him, born the King of Angels:

Refrain:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! Alles schläft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schlaf’ in himmlischer Ruh’, Schlaf’ in himmlischer Ruh’!

Fifth Lesson  John 1.1-14 The Rev. Hal Chorpenning

*Carol “Joy to the World!” The Congregation

Joy to the world! the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

*Benediction  The Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson

Postlude “Toccata on Antioch” Craig Phillips

You may carry your candle out of the sanctuary, symbolizing bearing the light of Christ 
 to all the world. There are bins for disposal near each main exit.

If you are able to help after the 7:00 service, the deacons would appreciate assistance with putting away chairs in the 
Fellowship Hall. Thank you and Merry Christmas!

Plymouth Brass
Josh Margheim, Michael Bucalo, trumpet

Robert Borger, trombone
Daniel Watt, bass trombone

Katie Watt, horn

Soloists
Lucas Jackson, tenor 

Aaron McGrew, bass and flute
Alex Young, soprano 

Harmony Tucker, violin

Permission to print and podcast/stream music is through
One License #A-709014 and Christian Copyright Solutions #11133.



Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest: [Refrain]

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesu, to thee be glory given.
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: [Refrain]

First Lesson  Isaiah 9.2b, 6,7 The Rev. JT Smiedendorf

Anthem “Fum, Fum, Fum” arr. Alice Parker/Robert Shaw
 Chancel Choir

Second Lesson  Luke 1.26-38 The Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson

*Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” The Congregation
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell.
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Third Lesson  Luke 2.1-7 Riley Harrison (5:00)
  Chris Chorpenning (7:00)

*Carol “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” The Congregation
Hark! the herald angels sing, glory to the newborn King.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
With the angelic hosts proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Refrain: Hark! the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King.

Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain]

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain]

The Meditation   The Rev. Jane Anne Ferguson

Anthem “Yes, Indeed!”  Daniel Pinkham
 Chancel Choir

The Offering and Service of Holy Communion
Our congregation practices open communion; ALL are welcome to the table. 

Please come forward as you are invited by a deacon. We will partake near the chancel.
(The grape juice is white; the wine is red) 

You may bring your offering forward and leave it on the communion table. 

Communion Music “I Saw Three Ships” English Carol, arr. Patricia Cota
 “From Heaven Above” German Carol, arr. Jan Bender
 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” German Carol, arr. Jan Bender
 Plymouth Ringers

*Carol “What Child Is This” The Congregation
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?

Refrain:
This, this is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. [Refrain]

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, one and all, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him. [Refrain]

Fourth Lesson  Luke 2.8-20 The Rev. JT Smiedendorf
 

Please… lower your unlit candle over the flame of the person next to you.  
Please remain seated as we light candles and sing “Silent Night, Holy Night.”

Carol “Silent Night, Holy Night” The Congregation
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,
Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.”

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King.
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born.        continues in German on next page


